
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, March 1, 2021 

Listen 

Exodus 20:1-2 

Then God spoke all these words: 

2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery” 

"Understanding is the reward of faith. Therefore, seek not to understand that you may believe, but believe 
that you may understand." Augustine 

“Understanding is the reward of faith.” Exodus 20 begins the ten Commandments. It’s interesting that the 
Christian Church has started with verse 3 instead of verse 2. The Jews begin with verse 2. “I am the LORD your 
God” (Ex. 20:2) God begins with defining the relationship the people of God have with Him. “I am 
the LORD your God” There are others who say they are God, but “I am the LORD YOUR God” I am, always have 
been always will be. “The LORD” LORD in all capital letters means YAHWEH. The true name of God that cannot be 
uttered. It is the holy name of God. “Your God” further defines God’s chosen people relationship to God. I 
am Your God. I God, have claimed you and will never let you go. I have established a relationship with you in 
which You are my people and I am your God. 

God has begun a relationship with His people, the people of His pasture. “3Know that the Lord is God. It is He 
that made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.” (Psalm 100:3) We hear this 
time and time again. “7For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. O 
that today you would listen to his voice!” (Ps. 95:7) We are to follow Him as the sheep of His pasture and 
listen to Him. He leads us to still waters and green grass. He walks with us in the darkest of times and His 
goodness and mercy follows us all the days of our life. (Paraphrase of Psalm 23) We have been called to follow 
Jesus Immanuel, who is God in the flesh. He has adopted us as His own children, so that we can cry 
out, ““Abba! (Aramaic for Daddy) Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also 
an heir, through God.” (Galatians 4:6) We are His own sheep. 

The ground work for the Ten Commandments is our Identity in God in relationship to Him. All the rest follows 
naturally. Understanding comes from faith. Believing what God has called us, and believing it with our heart, 
soul, mind and strength. 

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Exodus: 

Almighty God, You have claimed us as Your own children through faith in Jesus Christ and the waters of 
baptism. You are our Lord and Father, our Daddy. Teach us to come to You with our problems, frustrations, 
and concerns and to trust in You as Your children. And help us to always give You thanks and praise. All the 
rest follows naturally. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 

Pray 

Psalm 19:7 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect,      
reviving the soul; 
the decrees of the LORD are sure,      
making wise the simple 
  

Imagine that you got a new car, T.V. generator, or cell phone and you didn’t read the instructions. After a 
couple of years of using it, you may wonder why everyone you know e can do things that you never imagined 
possible. Their car, T.V. generator and cell phone work better and did more things than yours. Then they 
showed you where it said in the manual how it worked and why theirs worked so much better. So, it is with 
the creator of all that exists. He has created us with the “law of the LORD” which is perfect, reviving the soul, 
making the simple wise. The creator knows what we need most that we might delight in the LORD and give Him 
thanks and praise for all He has done. 

Just as in creation supports physical life, the Word of God is for our spiritual life. Its guidance helps us to 
understand our relationship to God in our spiritual life, so that we don’t lack anything. They are meant not just 
to be read or memorized or understood, but lived. They are a way of life, not that we can be better people or 
earn favor, but that we may know the joy of the freedom that Christ came to give us through His death and 
resurrection and faith in Him. 

We make mistakes all the time, but all of God’s commands are “right.” They bring wisdom and understanding 
how-to live-in relation to God and one another. They make the simple wise and refresh the soul. God’s “word 
is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105) 

Our lives are to …“let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5 16) Jesus preaches the Sermon on the Mount about those who listen to 
the will of the Lord and do it. He says, “17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.” (Matthew 5: 17-18) It a good way of 
life freeing us from the pitfalls of ordinary life. The key to all of it is found in Jesus Christ who has fulfilled the 
law and through faith in Him we are empowered to serve others. 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

  

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: 

Almighty God, when I am “Poor in spirit,” (Matthew 5:3) teach me to look to You and Your word that I might 
be encouraged to live for You alone. Help me to take Your word and to live according to it, that I may bring 
You glory. Amen 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

 Family Devotion Day 

Giving 

‘To give or not to give? That is thy question.’ OK, that’s not what Shakespeare wrote, but really that shouldn’t 
be “thy” question either. We should always give. Jesus gave Himself for all of us. He made the ultimate 
sacrifice to give us forgiveness of our sins and the opportunity of eternal life. That’s a pretty big GIVE that we 
are on the receiving end of. During Lent, we make a conscious effort to give. Money might be the way we 
initially think of giving, but there are so many other ways we can also give. We can give our time or our talents 
to those who could use them. We can give through donating unused or unwanted items in our homes, we can 
even give through the kindness of a note or card. 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. – 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Write the verse from 2 Corinthians in your Bible journal, reflect on it, and write down the way(s) that you will 
give during Lent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 

Study 

John 2:16 

16 He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” 

John Flavel said, "They that know God will be humble, and they that know themselves cannot be proud." 
(Today in The Word, November, 1989, p.20) 

Study: Jesus went to Capernaum with his mother, brothers and disciples and stayed there a few days. When 
the Passover was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem and found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and the 
money changers seated at their tables. (John 2:12-14) The money changers are in the temple so that if there is 
a blemish on the cattle, sheep or dove that you have brought to be sacrificed, it would not be accepted at the 
temple. 2,000 years ago, if you went to Jerusalem for a sacrifice, you may have traveled many days with your 
sacrifice and whether or not it was bruised or hurt in some way, the temple priest could reject the sacrifice 
and you’d be forced to buy another animal to sacrifice. 

The money you came with had the image of Caesar on it. Caesar was called a god and the Jews consider this to 
be a graven image, so it had to be exchanged for a temple coin only used in the temple. There were abuses 
taking place. On the grounds of the Temple to God, cattle, sheep and doves were being sold. If any sales 
needed to be made it should have been off of the Temple grounds. Then the money changers, who made a 
living by the exchange rate, were taking advantage of the people. It was all justified, because they needed 
money to build the Temple still under construction 46 years later. It was good business sense, but had very 
little to do with a zeal to worship the One True God. So, Jesus drives the cattle, sheep and overturns the 
money changers tables. They had no business being in the Temple in the first place. It was a holy place to 
worship God. 

Application: What if everything we did in this world was focused on benefiting us personally. What if we spent 
our lives trying to make a buck off of others misfortunes, so we could make a good living or retire well. And of 
course, we gave a little money to the church. What if you went to Church and merchandise was out for you to 
buy at a premium price? Even your money was worth less needed to be exchanged before you could give an 
offering. It was all justified by the simple statement, “Well, it helps the church, so I guess it’s okay.” What? 
You’ve got to be kidding me! We should be outraged instead! That’s not why anyone comes to church! We 
come to church to worship God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

Attitude: We come to church with a humble heart, to receive His word and His promises. We come looking for 
inspiration and guidance in our lives, not to pay bills for the church that make us feel better about ourselves. 
While there are costs of running a church, we don’t gather to pay the costs, we gather to give God thanks, 
honor and praise. The rest is an out pouring of the heart. It’s never about us, it’s always about God. 

Almighty God, thank you for calling me to worship You. Thank you for providing for all of my needs and 
guide me today to see the ways You are at work in my life. Help me to take a moment and give You thanks 
for Your Word which instructs, Your Spirit that guides, and my heart which is Yours. Amen 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
 
Friday, March 5, 2021 
 
Hymn Devotion:  Children of the Heavenly Father 

Scripture:  Romans 8:38-3

The creation of the hymn, “Children of the Heavenly Father” (by Carolina “Lina” Sandell Berg), came through 

tragedy similar to Horatio Spafford’s timeless hymn, “When Peace Like a River.”  “Children of the Heavenly 

Father” promises amazing life and hope from a woman who lived in great pain and anguish yet wrote this hymn 

under the influence of incredible grace amidst heart-wrenching pain.  This devotional information (from 

https://inspiration.org/ and https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/) tells the history of this hymn as well as reflects 

on the meaning. 

History:  Carolina “Lina” Sandell Berg was close to her father, a Lutheran pastor in Sweden. Born in 1832, she 

spent as much time with him as possible. When she was 26, she and her father took a boat trip. Tragically, he 

fell overboard and drowned before her eyes. 

In addition to this tragic loss, by the age of 28 had lost her sister to tuberculosis, and finally her mother to a 

prolonged illness. Even her marriage to businessman Carl Oscar Berg was marred by grief, as she endured the 

collapse of her husband’s business and the birth of a stillborn baby girl, their only child. Instead of giving in to 

anger or bitterness, she frequently turned toward the Lord, giving expression to her faith through more than 

600 hymns.  All of her hymns reflect a tender, childlike trust in her Savior and a deep sense of His abiding 

presence in her life. 

“An old tradition in Fräderyd…relates that she wrote ‘Tryggare kan ingen vara’ (Children of the Heavenly 

Father) while seated on the branch of a large ash tree that stood in the parsonage yard. From that spot 

on warm summer evenings, she could listen to the content twitter of the birds as they hid in their nests 

among the green leaves, and from there she could watch the stars as they began to appear. Her 

impressions fortified the biblical concepts of the security of God’s children.”  



1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in his bosom gather. 

Nestling bird or star in heaven 

Such a refuge ne’er was given. 

 

2 God his own doth tend and nourish, 

In his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, 

In his mighty arms he bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord his children sever. 

Unto them his grace he showeth, 

And their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 

God his children ne’er forsaketh. 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them safe and holy. 

 

Devotion: It is the “security of God’s children” that serves as the central theme around which this text is built. 

She described how God’s children felt safe, for He gives a refuge unlike that given to any “nestling bird” or “star 

in heaven.”  The bosom of the “heavenly Father” serves as a “refuge” where children are nourished and 

protected from evil by the “mighty arms” of God. The last two stanzas build on this theme of protection by 

boldly confessing that nothing can separate children from their God (Rom. 8:38-39), a God who will never 

forsake God’s children (Deut. 31:6).  

He knows every sorrow and shows His grace to all. Nothing can separate us from His love for us. Lina saw how 

God’s purpose, even through challenges, is “to preserve them (his children) pure and holy.” In light of her 

suffering, what remains is a song that serves as a bold confession of faith similar to the cry of Job that she 

paraphrases in the final stanza: “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” 

(Job 1:21).  He is our “Protector” and “Defender,” and He “never slumbers.”  In your life, realize that God is your 

Heavenly Father. You can rest in Him, and talk to Him as you would an earthly father. Tell Him of your fears and 

doubts, worries and anxieties. Let Him reassure you and give you His peace. 

 

Prayer:  Father, thank You that You love me and that I am Your child. I trust in You to meet my needs. Take away 

my fears and worries, and give me Your peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Sources:  https://inspiration.org/ 

     https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/ 

      

      

https://inspiration.org/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 

Prepare for Worship 

1 Corinthians 1:18 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God. 

This truth about the cross is a hard thing for us to wrap our minds around. When we realize how precious 
Christ is to us, we finally start to get it. Yet, we still try to wrestle out from underneath the cross and gather 
together our own wisdom. At this church in Corinth, Paul was addressing factions that were rising up. There 
were Christians there who started to gravitate to one teacher over another like they were picking favorite 
sports teams. They were scraping together their own wisdom by deciding who they thought was the best 
teacher! But Paul reminds them that there is no competition between the church’s teachers or among its 
members. There is no longer any reason to pit one person against another. There is no reason for us to think 
of ourselves as over and above another. God has flipped the world upside down in Jesus Christ. Those with the 
most power and influence were thought to be “on top.” But Jesus Christ made his most powerful decree on 
the cross and made his home in a grave. Whatever any multi-billionaire could offer in living pales in 
comparison to what Jesus accomplished by dying. Sometimes we still get turned upside down and we think 
money, power, and influence have the final say in life…we come to worship to hear again of the amazing 
things that Christ accomplished by becoming the least of these. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, sometimes your gospel seems out of touch with the world we see every 
day. It seems out of tune with songs we sing our children and children’s children about growing strong. But 
Lord, help us to see that life has more to do with serving than being served so that we might receive the peace 
that comes with the gospel of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray, Amen   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, March 7, 2021 

Praise 

John 2:22 

 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 We are very familiar with the idea of resurrection…or at least we think so. Resurrection doesn’t mean being 
brought back to life with the same body. God won’t just apply a divine AED to the bones or ash of our buried 
remains to bring us back with our old skin and bones. Resurrection is much more than that, and Jesus is “the 
firstborn of the dead,” the first one to truly experience resurrection (Colossians 1:18). He told his disciples and 
the crowds that he would rise from the dead, but they couldn’t grasp what he meant. But, after he had 
accomplished his work on the cross, the Holy Spirit flooded their minds, reminding them of what Jesus had 
taught them. Then, they believed. And so too, we believe and have hope that his resurrection will one day be 
ours because he has blazed the trail ahead of us. With the way well-lit by Christ and his words, let us worship 
our God! 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we come to you following The Way, the very person of Jesus Christ. He 
has gone before us in death so that he might be raised from the dead for our sake. It will be unlike anything 
we have ever known, but we wait with hopeful anticipation for that day of resurrection when we will see you 
face to face and be gathered together with all those who have gone before us. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 


