
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
 

Monday, March 15 
 

Listen 

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
     (Jeremiah 31:33) 

Covenant is a promise between two people or God and His people. It is a contract. The coming of the Messiah 
Jesus establishes a New Covenant with His people. Instead of the blood of sacrifices to cover the sins of the 
people a perfect sacrifice was needed, “Behold The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 
1:29) 
 
“20And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:20)  
 

Jesus is very clear; it is for the forgiveness of sins.  “28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24)  
 

Paul focuses on the New Covenant with the Corinthians. 
 
25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:25)  This covenant is the fulfillment of 
what was promised to Moses. 
 
“4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 
5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all 
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine,” (Exodus 19:4-5) 
 

Jesus establishes a New Covenant in His body and blood, “accordingly Jesus has also become the guarantee 
of a better covenant.” (Hebrews 7:22) 
 

Now the New Covenant will be written on their hearts through the Holy Spirit. It will remind them of all that 
the LORD has taught them. They will know the LORD and God will remember their sin no longer. Before Jesus 
ascends into heaven, He tells them, “19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)  
 

Jesus didn’t come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it. His innocence, righteousness and blessedness become 
those who believe in Jesus Christ. “17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 
one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of 
the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-20) Jesus’ righteousness and forgiveness has become ours through faith in Him 
and the waters of baptism.  
 

Take 2 minutes and consider the covenant that God has made with you. 
 

Almighty God, thank you for establishing a New Covenant through Jesus Christ’s body and blood. Forgive us 
when we sin against You and encourage us in faith as we walk with you today. Amen 



 
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
 
Tuesday, March 16 
 
Pray 

“8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, 
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,” (Hebrews 5:8-9) 

We sometimes wonder if God sympathizes with us. If He understands what we are going through and the 
suffering we experience in our lives. We forget that Jesus was fully human and fully God. He suffered in every 
way we have, yet was without sin. He loved us and entered into our lives even to the point of suffering and 
humbling Himself. 

Paul writes, “5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8) Jesus’ life was never about 
Himself, it was about carrying out God’s will on earth. When Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, we 
see the tremendous stress that He is under and He prays, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 
me;” (Matthew 26:39c-d) He doesn’t stop there but continues with, “yet not what I want but what you 
want.” (Matthew 26:39e) 

We sometimes wonder about the suffering we go through and what we are to learn from it. Sometimes 
people become bitter at others and the world. I’ve met a few people who have said “when I start to feel sorry 
for myself, I am reminded of what Christ went through for my sake that I may be forgiven, and I know 
whatever I go through is nothing in comparison.”  A young woman in the hospital when asked how she was 
doing said “I’m doing pretty well, and when I start to get down, I know that there are others who have it a lot 
worse than I do and I am thankful for all that God has given me.” That’s faith. When you can look at your own 
suffering and still see all the ways God has blessed you, then you know that the Holy Spirit is there to uplift 
and support you. 

How has God encouraged and shaped you through suffering in your life? 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: 

Almighty God, all things are possible with You! Thank you for shaping and guiding my life even in the middle 
of suffering. Let me never forget that you are at work every day in my life, that others may see Your 
influence in my life. Help me to be an encouragement to others even when I am weak. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
 
Wednesday, March 17 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

“31Behold, the days are coming says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah- 32not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I 
took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was 
husband to them, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people. 34No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother 
saying ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them says the 
Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity and their sin I will remember no more. 
  
Jeremiah is talking about the coming of Jesus and how through Jesus- through His death and resurrection- a 
new covenant would be formed between God and His people. The new covenant that our sins would be 
forgiven and God would forget them all. 
  
We recently talked about this very thing, specifically the end of verse 34 “…For I will forgive their iniquity and 
their sin I will remember no more.” in First Communion class. One of our previous lessons was about 
forgiveness- how through the institution of Holy Communion and subsequently Jesus’ death, our sins are 
forgiven. Each time we partake in Communion, we hear Jesus’ words “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.”   Even nearly 2,000 years after Jesus’ death, 
God has kept His promise of forgiving and forgetting our sins.  The new covenant- for us, from God, forgiven. 
  
Activity 1: Write verse 31 from the passage above and then write the last sentence from verse 34. “31Behold, 
the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah…34For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 

Activity 2: The next time you take Communion, listen and hear the words Jesus says about the new covenant. 
As you drink your wine or juice, savor it as you think about the words “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, March 18 

Study 

“They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  (John 
12:21) 

“Seeing is believing” or so they say. That is sometimes, when something unlikely is happens or is witnessed, 
the truth of its existence (that it’s real) can’t be doubted when you finally see it for yourself. 

Devout Greek made the journey to come up to Jerusalem to worship God at the Passover Feast. The people 
knew about Jesus and had heard what He had done. Matthew reports that “Jesus went about -all the cities 
and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every 
disease and every sickness.” (Matthew 9:35) 

While John was in prison, he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” (Matthew 11:3b-6) These were the 
signs of the Messiah. Jesus is quoting from Isaiah “5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;” (Isaiah 35:5-6) All the Jews knew that 
these are the signs of the Messiah. They are looking for the Messiah to save them from the Romans and free 
Jerusalem. “For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our ruler, the LORD is our king; he will save us.” (Isaiah 
33:22) 

If I was there, I would want to see Jesus too. This is the one who must be the Messiah, He will become the King 
and free them from Roman rule. “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” We are all looking to see Jesus. We have been cut 
off from one another close to a year. And we need to see the one who brings peace and will save us. 

He still comes to us today. He reminds us we are not alone, but Jesus has come that we might have abundant 
life. (John 10:10) Unfortunately we get lost in our own little word and forget that he still calls us today to trust 
in Him. He is there to give us what we need from day to day. “We wish to see Jesus.” 

One day we will see Him, but until that day we are called to trust in Him for everything. He is there to lift us 
up. 

Almighty God, You are my Lord, Judge, Ruler and King. Teach me to trust in You everyday and to know the 
peace that passes all understanding as You guide me in Your way. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, March 19 

Hymn of the Day:  Jesus, the Very Thought of You 

Scripture:  These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 

History:  When Bernard (c. 1090-1153) a sickly youth in Dijon, France, was unable to fulfill military service, he 

became a monk.  So successful was he that he eventually founded the famous monastery in nearby Clairvaux; 

in time almost 170 other monasteries sprang from Bernard’s leadership.  He became the most powerful 

preacher of his era, and is remembered as a pious man, a deeply contemplative mystic, the “honey-tongues 

doctor.”  Martin Lutehr called Bernard “the best monk that ever lived, who I admire beyond all the rest put 

together.”  Several well-known hymns are attributed to St. Bernard: “O Sacred Head Now Wounded, “Wide 

Open are Thine Hands” and “Jesus, the Very Thought of You”.  The text of this “Jesus, the Very Thought of 

You” was originally Latin (original title: “Jesu dulcis memoria), but was later translated by Edward Caswall in 

the mid-1800s. Although we usually see four of the four-line stanzas in our hymnal, the original Latin hymn 

had fifty. The hymn has lasted for centuries and been published in over eight hundred hymnals, enjoying a 

timelessness not shared by many other hymns.  

Devotion:  This song calls us into direct devotion with our Savior.  Displaying a passionate commitment to 

Christ, the text provides a clear hint of its original use as a text for personal devotion. Its focus is entirely on 

Christ and His saving love, a love that gives hope, joy, and rest to believers (st. 1,3), a love that excels any 

human love (st. 2, 4). Bernard was the son of a knight who grew up with wealth, power, and opportunities. 

Instead of pursuing these things in his adult life, however, he abandoned his earthly luxuries and became a 

monk. In this hymn we can see how devout and sincere he was. The text expresses the feeling of joy and bliss 

that only Christ can provide.  Meditate upon the words of this hymn this week and see how they call us to love 

and worship Jesus who is our hope and our only joy. Does the very thought of Him fill you with sweet delight? 

Take time to pray and listen...He truly is our joy today and for eternity. 
 

1 Jesus, the very thought of you 

Fills us with sweet delight; 

But sweeter far your face to view 

And rest within your light. 
 

2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 

Nor can the mind recall 

A sweeter sound than your blest name, 

O Savior of us all! 
 

3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul, 

O Joy of all the meek, 

How kind you are to those who fall! 

How good to those who seek! 
 

4 O Jesus, be our joy today; 

Help us to prize your love; 

Grant us at last to hear you say: 

"Come, share my home above." 



 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father.  The very thought of You truly fills our heart with an unspeakable joy and love that 

only You can give.  We thank you for Your love that is our prize and will be with us for all eternity.  Help us to 

be devoted to You and share Your love with others. In Your name we pray.  AMEN. 

 

Sources:  www.hymnary.org 

                 Then Sings My Soul; © 2003 Robert J. Morgan; Thomas Nelson Publishers 

      www.barryshymns.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, March 20 

Prepare for Worship 

“25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life.”                                                                                                         (John 12:25) 

Here is a very short but profound teaching from Jesus. He shares these words with his disciples right after he is 
greeted by the crowds shouting “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel!” (John 12:13). We hear this royal welcome and think we understand what Jesus means when he says, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified,” (John 12:23). Of course! That makes sense…Jesus just 
had the great city of Jerusalem greet him at the gate as their king. But then Jesus continues, “unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit,” (John 12:24). We hear 
that and we wonder how glory and death go together. And then, we come to this verse that talks about losing 
our life or hating our life, which will you have? This is preparing our hearts for worship that we might receive 
from Jesus not the perfect life we dream up on our own, but the eternal life he has prepared for us in love. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you have given us life and given us eternal life on top of that. Teach us 
what this is all about so that we might despise what you would have us despise and cherish what you would 
have use cherish in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, March 21 

Praise 

“10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.” 

                                                                                                                        (Psalm 51:10-12) 

This is what God is after. He wants a confession out of us. A confession is simply telling it like it is. The 
Apostle’s Creed is a confession. When we admit to be sinners in so many different ways, that too is a 
confession. These words from Psalm 51 are a confession coming from the mouth of David after he had been 
caught in sin with a woman who was not his wife. God doesn’t leave David in his sin. He comes after him and 
says, “You’re a sinner!” God’s word to David becomes his confession because it is the truth! He finally begins 
to tell it like it is. And then he asks God to do what only he can do: make it better. David confesses that he is a 
sinner and that this has fractured his relationship with God. But then, David asks that God recreate a good 
relationship between the two of them. This is a good confession for all of us. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we confess that we are sinners in need of saving. We confess that you are 
a God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love! Be close to us God, so that 
we might be aware of your peaceful presence we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 


