
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday July 27th  

Listen  

Psalm 145:18 

18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

    to all who call on him in truth. 

Our God is the one who is keeping everything going. Science helps us describe how things are 

taking place, but we know God has everything to do with why things are taking place. He is the 

reason behind every good crop. He is the reason behind fresh milk ready from the cows twice a 

day. He is the reason for every bit of paying work we’ve ever had. He gives good gifts to all. He 

calls out to everyone now with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This Psalm describes how faithful God 

is in providing for every living thing in creation. This goes for those who are good and those who 

are bad. God provides. But, the psalm shifts from creation to focus on the believer. God 

provides for believers beyond the normal day to day necessities when they call out to him in 

truth. God responds to an honest cry for help, that’s a promise. Take two minutes to focus on 

this verse from the Psalms. If it helps fill the time, ask God to help you answer one of these 

questions: 

 

How come God provides good things to bad people? 

Why does God want to hear an honest cry for help? 

 

Consider reading all of Psalm 145.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday July 28th 

Pray 

Matthew 14:14 

14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured 

their sick. 

Jesus had just received word that his cousin, John the Baptist, died by decapitation under the 

order of a drunken Herod at a party. We can understand why Jesus, “withdrew from there in a 

boat to a desolate place by himself,” (Matthew 14:13). Jesus wanted to grieve. He wanted to 

spend time alone to mourn the death of a family member who would have been the same age 

as him. But the crowds followed him. When he came back to shore, he was surrounded by a 

massive gathering. Even in the middle of such grief, “he had compassion for them and cured 

their sick.” Over and above this, he calls the people to stay there so that they can have 

something to eat before returning to their travels. Jesus performs a miracle and feeds the 5,000 

with five loaves of bread and two fish. Our God is a provider. And here Jesus does the 

miraculous by providing food from nothing and overcoming grief in a moment for the sake of 

the crowd.  

Allow two minutes for yourself to pray in response to what you have been learning from God in 

the Scripture. Remember: 

God has such great compassion for those who are in need. 

God provides daily for the world with all of its needs. 

God delights in those who call on him in truth. 

 

Feel free to close your prayer in this way: Heavenly Father, give us this day our daily bread. We 

know that you care for everyone, but we ask so that we might recognize you when you care for 

us. Strengthen our hope in you knowing that you are full of compassion and truly care about our 

wellbeing. Nothing is too big for you to handle or too small for you to care. You look after it all. 

We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

Want to see how this gospel lesson alludes to how God helped the Israelites in the Old 

Testament? Read Exodus 16. 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday July 29th   

Family Devotion Day 

I pose to you the same question, we asked one of our Sunday School classes: how does 5 +2= 
5,000? It doesn’t seem possible does it? We’ve all learned in school that 5+2=7, not 5,000. 
However, Jesus took just 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish and he fed 5,000 people! This week’s 
Gospel (Matthew 14:13-21) looks at the story of feeding the five thousand. A large crowd, a 
“multitude” as Matthew tells us, had gathered to see Jesus. Jesus was moved by their gathering 
to see them and he felt compassion for them.  We see Jesus’ compassion throughout the New 
Testament of the Bible; however, we also see God's compassion throughout the Old 
Testament.  
  
Today, to help us remember God’s compassion we are going to add a verse from the Old 
Testament to our Bible journal. While this verse is from a different story of the Bible, it helps us 
remember that God never ceases to love us or to have compassion for us. 
  
Lamentations 3:22-23 
22Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never 
fail. 23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (NIV) 
  
Activity 1: Draw fish and loaves on today’s page of your Bible journal. 
Activity 2: How has God shown compassion for your family?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday July 30th 

Study 

Romans 9:3 

 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 

people, my kindred according to the flesh. 

 “Momma Bear” was a term I grew to understand as a young boy. Mom would say, “If 

you mess with my boys, then you’re going to get the bear.” Mothers can have a special love for 

their children. This love desires to fight for their kids, protect them from mistreatment, and 

defend them in times of trouble. In our passage for this morning, Paul is showing a special love 

for his family—his extended family, the Israelites. He has just finished up his explanation of the 

Gospel that nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,” 

(Romans 8:39). And now he turns his attention to the tragic irony of the Israelite people 

rejecting their own Messiah, Jesus. All of the promises that are now made available to everyone 

belong most of all to the Jews. Their very history has been fashioned by the God who promised 

them Jesus Christ thousands of years before he was born in Bethlehem. It was Jewish people 

who were blood-relatives or Jesus! Paul is grieving the fact that many Israelites had missed 

their promised messiah. His love for them and his concern for their salvation brings out a 

“Momma Bear” kind of love. So much so, that he wishes his life would be given over for the 

sake of his fellow Israelites. This kind of love only comes from the Holy Spirit. This kind of love, a 

love that longs to sacrifice itself for the sake of another, is the Godly love we see so clearly in 

Jesus Christ.  

Want to learn more about some of the first promises to the Israelites? Read Genesis 15. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you have shown us great love in sending your Son as a 

sacrifice for us. We can never grow tired of remembering that love. We ask that you would 

remind us of it often. Give us natural opportunities to share this love of God with others. Lord, 

you have loved us with a “Momma Bear” kind of love. If you will, place someone in our lives 

that you wish us to love into your kingdom. In Jesus name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday July 31st  

Songs of Scripture 

Devotional based on hymn: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
 

Readings:  Psalm 23, Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44 
 
HISTORY: This hymn was written by Henry Williams Baker, born in London on May 27, 1821, the 
oldest song of a vice Admiral in the British Navy.  Henry attended Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and was ordained in 1844 at age 24.  After serving as an assistant pastor for several years, he 
became the vicar of Monkland, Herefordshire, in 1851.  For years Henry worked on a book of 
hymns that would reflect the grandeur of majestic worship.  The first edition was published in 
1861, entitled Hymns Ancient and Modern.  It became the leading hymnbook in the Anglican 
church, going through many revisions and selling over 150 million copies.  “The King of Love My 
Shepherd Is” didn’t appear until the 1868 revision, in the appendix. (Source:  Then Sings My 
Soul by Robert J. Morgan) 
 
When Henry passed away in 1877, his friend, John Ellerton, reported that his last words were 
from this great hymn: 
 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, / But yet in love He sought me, / 
 And on His shoulder gently laid, / And home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
REFLECTION:  Although this song’s lyrics reflect the text of the Psalm 23, there are many 
references to the “Good Shepherd” throughout the Bible.  In our gospel for this week, Matthew 
tells of the feeding of the five thousand.  
 
19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, 
he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and 
the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was 
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand 
men, besides women and children. 
 
This miracle of taking five loaves and two fish and providing enough food for everyone (with 
leftovers) displays how he provides for us abundantly.  Jesus' authority over nature and His 
divine intervention on behalf of others, shows that He is concerned about both humans' 
physical and spiritual needs.  This same message is given in David’s Psalm: God is truly our 
provider and protector.  We, like sheep, need our Good Shepherd.  In fact, in the Gospel of 
Mark, the recollection of this miracle includes this reference.   

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd. So, he began teaching them many things. (Mark 6:34) 
 



Have you ever had one of those “A-ha” moments?  In those times, stop and see how the Lord 
may be working in your life.  He continues to teach us many things as we open our hearts and 
minds to His lead.  Although the path may not always be easy, we know He will provide for us 
and will always protect us. He is the Good Shepherd and we are His sheep.  May we find 
comfort in His abundant love and grace.  
 
PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, we thank you for being our Good Shepherd and providing for our 
needs and protecting us.  As we sing the lyrics:  The King of love my Shepherd is, whose 
goodness faileth never; I nothing lack if I am His, And He is mine forever, remind me that there 
is nothing I need as long as I am Yours and You are mine.   However, like sheep, we know we 
stray from You from time to time. When this happens, we ask that You guide and keep us in 
Your love and forgive us with your bountiful grace.  In Your name we pray.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday August 1st 

Prepare for Worship 

Matthew 14:19 

19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 

 Here we return to this beautiful miracle of Jesus. The power of God is on display. As we 

prepare our hearts for worship, we might be reminded of another famous meal where Christ is 

the host. Jesus blessed and broke bread with his disciples on the night in which he was 

betrayed. So, in the Gospel we see that God’s providing is cranked up to the max. All 

throughout the Bible, God has been providing for his people. In the beginning he created the 

heavens and the Earth and place Adam and Eve in a lush garden. Then, he promised a land 

flowing with milk and honey to Abraham. When he brought those very people out of Egypt, he 

provided bread from heaven for the people as they journeyed across the desert. Now, in our 

Gospel reading, God is centerstage again as he prepares a meal for this crowd of over 5,000 

people. This is what our God does. He provides a meal for those who are in need. The greater 

the need, the greater the meal. When our need was greatest, he cranked up his providing to 

the max. So, when we had an eternal need that kept us separated from him, he sent down 

Jesus Christ from heaven to provide for all of our needs, both physical and spiritual. Jesus can 

do this because he is God in the flesh. Feeding 5,000 people is no small task, especially when 

there isn’t any food around. But Jesus providing for the people with practically nothing (two 

loaves and five fish), reminds us of what God has been doing all along. Providing for people 

when they are in need. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we cry out to you with an honest plea. We are in need of 

your help. We are in need of your presence. You are a God full of compassion! Happy to help 

those who call on your name. We know that you hear us, Lord. We are so thankful for all the 

ways that you have cared for us over the years. Send the Holy Spirit to aid us in our worship 

that we would be able to hear from you and send up heartfelt praise as a congregation. This we 

pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday August 2nd 

Praise 

Psalm 145:15-16 

15 The eyes of all look to you, 

    and you give them their food in due season. 
16 You open your hand, 

    satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

 It is our God that created the heavens and the earth. And he did it out of nothing! Now 

that he’s got something to work with, is there anything he cannot do to provide for his 

children? God is the one providing for every living thing whether they recognize him or not. For 

us, we get the joy of knowing this good and gracious God. Not everyone knows who to turn to 

when they are in need. But we do! We know to turn to the one who is always providing through 

every season. Like a child happy to finally receive that long-awaited ice-cream cone, we are 

God’s children happy to be in his care.  

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are happy to be in your care. Everyone receives daily 

needs from you, but you have revealed that you are the one doing it! Give us faith to trust in 

you all the more for things big and small that we might have peace in the face of adversity. Stir 

our hearts up to hope in you we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 


