
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday July 20th 

Listen 

1 Kings 3:9 

[And Solomon said,] 9 “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 

people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

 Solomon was King over Israel after his father, King David. Although neither of these 

kings were perfect, the Scripture tells us, “Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of 

David his father,” (1 Kings 3:3). As Solomon begins his reign of Israel, God comes to him and a 

dream and tells him to ask for any request. Our passage for today is what Solomon requested 

and his request pleased God. Take two minutes to focus on this verse from 1 Kings. If it helps 

fill the time, ask God to help you answer one of these questions: 

 

Would you say Solomon is requesting something for himself or for others? 

What makes this request “to discern between good and evil,” so praiseworthy to God? 

 

If you want to know more, read 1 Kings 3:5-15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday July 21st 

Pray 

Psalm 119:135-136 

135 Make your face shine upon your servant, 

    and teach me your statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears 

    because your law is not kept. 

 A plant cannot grow without water. We cannot learn God’s “statutes” without a 

teacher. Just like Solomon we need to depend on God, as our teacher, in order to discern the 

difference between good and evil. We agree with the Psalmist with the pain in our own lives. 

Often we are caused pain in life because we, ourselves, or others around us are acting out 

against the law of God. So, for our sake and the sake of others, let us turn to God and ask him 

to teach us his statutes.  

Allow two minutes for yourself to pray in response to what you have been learning from God in 

the Scripture. Remember: 

We have an easy time making excuses for our own wrongdoing. 

God gives us commandments because he loves us. 

God is gracious and forgives sinners out of his deep love for us.  

 

Feel free to close your prayer in this way: Heavenly Father, thank you for not leaving us on our 

own to figure out right and wrong. Help us Lord to grow in wisdom and dependence on your 

Word to love you and our neighbor for your glory. We are now free from the condemnation of 

all our wrongdoing! Lord, we ask that you would never allow us to fall back into the slavery of 

sin. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday July 22nd 

A parable is a short story that teaches a lesson. Jesus told many parables, during his life, that 
taught about the kingdom of heaven. The parable of the mustard seed is one of them. A 
mustard seed is super tiny; however, it grows into one of the largest plants- so large that birds 
can build nests in the branches! So amazing! In Matthew chapter 13 Jesus compares the 
mustard seed to the kingdom of heaven. Like the birds that come to nest in the great mustard 
tree, someday we too will have our feet off the ground and will dwell in the ‘branches’ of the 
mustard tree- the kingdom of heaven. 

  
You can read the mustard seed parable in Matthew 13:31-32 (or in the children’s Spark Bible on 
page 394) or check out https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AknfwLHjPAM for a one minute 
video of the parable. 
  
For our Bible journal entry this week, we are going to write out just a part of a verse from this 
story, to help us remember the parable of the mustard seed. 
  
From Matthew 13:31 
“…’The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed’…” 
  
Activity 1: Pretend you’re a tiny mustard seed (curl up in to the smallest ball that you can) and 
then grow! Stretch out as far as you can- up to your tippy toes, arms way up in the air. Pretend 
that birds are living in your branches (arms). 
Activity 2: What kind of lesson would you want to teach others if you could? Write a parable 
about it and share it with your family.   
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AknfwLHjPAM


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday July 23rd 

Study 

1 Kings 3:11-12a 

11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 

riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 

what is right, 12 I now do according to your word.” 

 This was God’s response to what King Solomon requested of God back in 1 Kings 3:9. 

Solomon’s request for the ability “to discern between good and evil,” might have reminded you 

of another story in the Bible. Back in the very beginning, in the early chapters of Genesis, there 

was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam was commanded not to eat of that tree 

because it would bring about death (Genesis 2:16-17). Why, in one case, is Adam condemned 

for taking the knowledge of good and evil, and, in another, Solomon is praised for asking for 

this discernment? Knowing the difference between good and evil is not the problem in either of 

these stories. In order to get to the difference between Adam and Solomon, we have to ask a 

question. Who gets to decide what’s good and what’s evil? Adam took the opportunity to eat 

from the tree claiming authority, over God, to decide what’s good and what’s evil. He did not 

ask God for wisdom, but he made the decision on his own to eat from the tree contrary to 

God’s command. What Solomon does is the exact opposite of this old Adam from the book of 

Genesis. Solomon doesn’t tell God, “I know what’s good and what’s evil.” He asks God, “Teach 

me the ability to discern what’s good and what’s evil.” Adam relied on himself to distinguish 

between good and evil. Solomon relied on God to help him distinguish between good and evil. 

God desires that we rely on him. When we didn’t rely on God, our relationship with him was 

severed because we couldn’t trust him to tell us the difference between good and evil. But 

now, we can trust in God because of Jesus Christ. His love convinces us that he is good and he 

truly has our best interest in mind as he teaches us the difference between good and evil. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, help us to rely on you in order to distinguish between good 

and evil. Let this be first for our own sake that we might trust in you to guide our lives. But, let 

this blessing pour over into our relationships so that we can correct one another in a spirit of 

gentleness whenever we miss the mark. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday July 24th 

Devotional on Hymn: Be Thou My Vision 
This week’s hymn corresponds to our New Testament (1 Kings 3:5-12) and Gospel (Matthew 
13:31-33; 44-52) readings for the 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
1 Kings 3:11-12 God said to him (Solomon), “Because you have asked this, and have not asked 
for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a 
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise 
after you. 
 
Matthew 13:44 -  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 
Hymn History: According to mythology, when St. Patrick was a missionary in Ireland in the 5th 
century, King Logaire of Tara decreed that no one was allowed to light any fires until a pagan 
festival was begun by the lighting of a fire on Slane Hill. In a move of defiance against this pagan 
ritual, St. Patrick did light a fire, and, rather than execute him, the king was so impressed by his 
devotion that he let Patrick continue his missionary work. Three centuries later, a monk named 
Dallan Forgaill wrote the Irish poem, “Rop tú mo Baile” ("Be Thou my Vision), to remember and 
honor the faith of St. Patrick. In the early 20th century, Mary Elizabeth Byrne translated this 
poem into English, and in 1912, Eleanor Hull versified the text into what is now a well-loved 
hymn. SLANE is an old Irish folk tune associated with the ballad "With My Love on the Road" in 
Patrick W. Joyce's Old Irish Folk Music and Songs (1909). It became a hymn tune when it was 
arranged by David Evans and set to the Irish hymn "Be Thou My Vision" published in the Church 
Hymnary (1927). SLANE is named for the hill in County Meath, Ireland, where St. Patrick's 
lighting of an Easter fire led to his unlimited freedom to preach the gospel in Ireland. (Source: 
hymnary.org) 
 
Reflection:  Each day, I like to start my morning in quiet time with God.  This consists of reading 
scripture, a devotional or two, and prayer. Some mornings, the devotional I read seems like it 
was written just for me and speaks directly to my heart.  Then there are days when I have a lot 
on my mind and I read a devotional that might speak to me in a way that I wasn’t thinking.  So, 
what do I do?  I grab another daily devotional to see if that one fits better. It’s in these times, I 
realize that I am trying to fit God into my life instead of allowing God to speak to me.  It’s that 
kind of reminder that at every moment of our lives, God needs to be our vision above all else.  It 
is His will and His way that are perfect.  We just need to follow his lead. 
 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, You are truly perfect in every way.  You know what we need before 

we even ask for it.  Please help us to be wise like Solomon and let You be our vision.  Guide our 

hearts and our minds In You, O Lord, that we may do Your will.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday July 25th 

Prepare for Worship 

Romans 8:34 

34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 

 Don’t misunderstand this first question! Remember what Paul said at the beginning of 

this chapter, “there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” 

(Romans 8:1). So, Paul is just repeating the same point as a triumphant summary of everything 

he has been telling these Roman Christians. Since Christ intercedes for us at the right hand of 

God, there is no one able to condemn us.  

 I’m not a huge sports fan, but every now and then my family received free tickets to 

games happening in the city of Chicago. One time, a friend of mine said “we’ve got these 

season tickets to a cub’s game that we just can’t get to this weekend, how about you take your 

brother to the game?” Of course, I agreed. There’s a huge difference being there in the stadium 

or at home on the couch watching a game. When I’m at home, I couldn’t care less when call is 

made or a run scored. When I’m at the stadium, being a part of the crowd and so close to the 

game, I get sucked into the action and yell, sing, and shout with the rest of the fans there.  

 Just because we might be worshipping at home, don’t act like me when I watch sports 

on T.V. Paul is sharing an amazing Gospel truth with us in this weekend’s Scripture reading. 

Christ goes up to bat for us and he hits a home run!! What he does is so amazing that people 

aren’t just turning over in their graves, but there busting out of their graves and coming back to 

life! Prepare your heart to worship this God who saves us and gives us certainty in this time of 

uncertainty. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, gather together your people to worship you tomorrow. Fill 

our hearts with joy and gladness for what you have done through Jesus Christ our Lord. Teach 

us, Lord, as we continue to follow you through this life. Give us a sense of your leading so that 

we might have peace in the midst of uncertainty. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday July 26th 

Praise 

Romans 8:26 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  

 God does everything in his power to care for us. Not only does Christ sit at the right 

hand of the Father in order to plead our case, but the Holy Spirit sits inside of us filling up the 

prayers we so desperately need to send to God. God takes away all of the pressure of being in a 

relationship with him. It’s as if a celebrity made themselves out to be an average person in 

order to find love. “Normal” people can sometimes act funny around celebrities. You could 

imagine that some celebrity might want to become “normal” to find a love relationship that 

wasn’t just about money or fame. God doesn’t want us to impress him. He takes away all the 

pressure from us to perform and be “good” Christians. He has fulfilled every need for 

obedience in Jesus Christ and now he has sent the Holy Spirit to pray on our behalf. With all 

that God has done, we are free. We are free to be in relationship with him. We are free to 

praise him knowing that he is happy with our hearts that are thankful to praise him. We don’t 

have to sing on key or in rhythm. We don’t have to be perfect in saying prayers or all the 

different responses in worship. God has taken all of the pressure off of our shoulders in our 

relationship to him. Let us praise him for it. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for all that you have done for us. We are only 

just beginning to realize the eternal significance of what you have accomplished through Jesus 

Christ. We are certain of the hope we have because of the Holy Spirit. Encourage our hearts 

that we might praise you today, tomorrow, forever, and always. This we pray in Jesus’ name, 

Amen 


