
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, January 4  

Listen 

Genesis 1:3 

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

God created everything that exist, seen and unseen, with his word. That is why we spend so much time as 
Christians studying his word. We know that there is power in the word of God. Our second lesson and gospel 
reading focus on baptism this weekend. In baptism, we hear some very important words from God. He tells us 
that we are not our own, but that he is adopting us as his own child. He tells us that all of our sin and 
shortcomings won’t be held against us any longer on account of Jesus Christ. He tells us that we have been 
born again into eternal life so that we will never die. When God says something, the spoken word becomes 
reality. It’s as simple as, “then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.” We are baptized, “in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” and we are forever his. 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in Genesis. If it helps fill the time, answer these questions: 

Think about a worship service. Where do we focus on God’s word? 

What words from God do we hear in the Confession and Forgiveness, The Lord’s Supper, and the Benediction? 

How do you feel about quoting God’s word to others knowing the comfort that it has given you? 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, January 5  

Pray 

Psalm 29:4 

4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
    the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

This Psalm continues a theme we find in our Scripture readings for this weekend. God’s word accomplishes 
what it says. The psalmist recognizes this and fashions a hymn of praise acknowledging “the voice of the Lord.” 
The Psalmist notices that the voice of the Lord has been in control of both fire and water throughout history. 
In the days of Noah God sent a flood by the command of his word. In the wilderness wanderings, after the 
Exodus, God led his people by night with a pillar of fire. God has allowed us to know him through his word. 
This is how it has been from the very beginning. This idea receives even more reflection in the gospels. When 
John describes Jesus as “the word” at the beginning of his gospel, he is telling his readers that Jesus is the 
ultimate revelation of God’s power, purposes, and personality in the world. Knowing of the power and majesty 
of God’s word, we can’t help but worship God because of what he has said and what his words accomplish. 

Take 2 minutes to pray about what you have been learning from God. Remember: 

God speaks words to us that give us new life. 

Jesus is God’s word walking in our own shoes. 

God controls all things through his word. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we praise you for the powerful words that 
you have spoken to us about Jesus Christ. You have given us new life in his name. Now, our lives are still 
directed by your word and your mighty power. Prepare our hearts to worship you this weekend and be in awe 
of your word. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, January 6 

Family Devotion Day 

 

As I reflect on the first six days of the new year, I am filled with hope. It’s been said so many times, but 2020 

was an unusual year. You can fill in or reflect on what last year was like, but it’s all what happened last year. 

Now life doesn’t miraculously change at the stroke of midnight on a new year, but it does seem to signal 

(within us) a sense of beginning, of newness, and of hope.  

 

Jesus’ birth was a beginning and it filled people with hope. I often wonder what it would have been like to 

be around in the time of Jesus’ life on earth, to have been near Him, seen Him, or even just heard His voice. 

He filled a lot of people with hope during His earthly time, but in actuality He has filled people with hope 

throughout all of time. Through today’s Bible verse, we remind ourselves that God is a God of hope and 

believing in Him fills us with joy, peace, and hope.  

 

Romans 15:13 

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Activity: Draw the shape of a vase in your journal or get a real vase. Then write down ways God has filled you 

with joy, peace, and hope. Add to your journal or vase as you see or feel God filling you with these things 

throughout 2021.  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, January 7  

Study 

Acts 19:4 

4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 

Every single gospel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John talk about a man who prepared the way for Jesus the 
Messiah. This man was John the Baptist. John prepared the way for Jesus through his teaching and baptizing 
others for repentance from sin. Yet, at the end of Jesus’ ministry, after his death and resurrection, Jesus 
institutes a new baptism. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” (Matthew 28:19). So, as Paul is spreading the good news about 
Jesus, he runs into people that have been baptized with John’s baptism of repentance but they know nothing 
about Jesus. Paul explains to them what the difference is between John’s baptism and the baptism that Jesus 
commanded. One baptism was about a promise. The other was the real deal. We can understand that 
difference by thinking about pregnancy. A pregnancy test that comes back positive is a good sign for a couple 
who is trying for a baby. This is John’s baptism. It promises new life in the future, but it’s not the new life itself. 
In this way, the baptism of Jesus is not just a positive pregnancy test, but it is the healthy newborn delivered 
from the mother’s womb. The promise is really there. You can touch it, hold it, smell it… (even if you don’t 
want to), and it makes demands on your life! John’s baptism was preparing people for the coming Messiah. 
Jesus’s baptism brings the life of the Messiah into the lives of his followers. Elsewhere Paul talks about it like 
this, “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life,” (Romans 6:4). In baptism, we get 
what is promised. We receive Jesus, the forgiveness of God, eternal life in his name, his company for the rest 
of our days here on earth until we see him face to face. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you have done something amazing in baptism. You have claimed us as 
your own children and given us riches that reside in heaven. No robbery, no stock-market crash, absolutely 
nothing can take away this gift from us. We praise and thank you through Jesus, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, January 8 

Hymn Devotion:  Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove - by Simon Browne (1680-1732) 

Scripture:  Mark 1:9-11 (The Baptism of Jesus) 

History: After studying for the Independent Ministry, Simon Browne became pastor of an Independent charge 

in Portsmouth, and then, in 1716, of the Independent-Chapel in Old Jewry, London. His later years were 

clouded by a peculiar malady, under the influence of which "he imagined that God had in a gradual manner 

annihilated in him the thinking substance, and utterly divested him of consciousness." It is supposed that the 

death of a highwayman at his hands during a violent struggle, followed by that of his wife and son a short time 

after, had much to do in producing this sad result. Whilst thus contending that he had no power to think, he 

produced a work in defense of Christianity, another in defense of the Trinity, a third as an Exposition of the 1st 

Epistle to the Corinthians, and a fourth in the form of a Dictionary. His publications number over 20. Of these 

works, he is known to hymnology through his Hymns and Spiritual Songs, in Three Books, designed as a 

Supplement to Dr. Watts, &c, 1720, 2nd edition 1741, 3rd edition 1760. It contains 166 hymns, 7 doxologies, 

and a Preface of some historical interest.  In the old collections Simon Browne's hymns (all of which are from 

the above collection) held a prominent position, but in modern hymnals they are fast passing out of use. One of 

the best known and most widely used is "Come, Holy [gracious] Spirit, Heavenly Dove," [1] 

“Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove” is a prayer addressed to the Holy Spirit. It’s simple yet powerful text 

speaks eloquently of the various aspects of ministry we seek to fulfill in our lives. In addition to helping us 

acknowledge our needs before God, this type of song reminds us what some of our specific needs really are. As 

we read the hymn lyrics below, acknowledge how they guide our thoughts as we express our needs to God.  

1 Come, gracious Spirit, heav'nly dove, 

With light and comfort from above. 

Come, be our guardian and our guide; 

O'er ev'ry thought and step preside. 

 

2 The light of truth to us display 

And make us know and choose your way; 

Plant holy fear in ev'ry heart, 

That we from God may ne'er depart. 

 

3 Lead us to Christ, the living way, 

Nor let us from his pastures stray; 

Lead us to holiness, the road 

That we must take to dwell with God. 

 

4 Lead us to heav'n, that we may share 

Fullness of joy forever there; 

Lead us to our eternal rest, 

To be with God forever blest. 

 



“After reading, can you identify the needs spoken of in this hymn that the Holy Spirit can address? As fallen 

humans, we are incapable of making the right decisions on our own, so the first thing this hymn requests is light 

and guidance. We need Divine guidance for ‘every thought and step.’ As the second verse mentions, part of that 

guidance involves revealing truth to us in ways that we can understand. This can include helping us to 

understand the truth in God’s word, as well as the little daily issues we face. Furthermore, because of our 

fallenness, we also need Him to give us the power to choose the right way. Left to ourselves, we would not 

always make the right choices, even when we know beyond the shadow of a doubt which is the best decision. A 

lifestyle that focuses on making the right choices under the blessing and direction of the Holy Spirit will put us on 

the road of holiness, ‘which we must take to dwell with God.’ The final result will be the ‘fullness of joy’ that 

results from knowing God perfectly in Heaven.” (Byler) [2] 

 

Prayer:  Gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove.  We thank you for your guidance throughout our life.  Please help us to 

follow your ways and look to you for our light and strength so that we may live in fullness and joy with You for 

eternity.  In your dear name we pray. AMEN. 

 

Sources:   

[1] John Julian, Dictionary of Hymnology (1907) - www.hymnary.org 

[2] © Douglas A. Byler, Music Editor.  “THE SWORD AND TRUMPET” July 2010 - www.swordandtrumpet.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hymnary.org/
http://www.swordandtrumpet.org/


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, January 9 

Prepare for Worship 
7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals.” (Mark 1:7) 
 
“He saved me,” said thirteen-year-old Gracie Johnson, after her parents, sister, and two cousins were 
tragically killed in a rock slide. She was speaking about her dad, Dwayne Johnson. The family had gone for a 
hike along the Agnes Vaille Falls trail in Buena Vista, Colorado. Recent rainfall had made areas of the 
mountains unstable. As they were walking, there was what sounded like loud thunder cracking and boulders 
the size of cars coming down the mountain as the Johnson family stood helplessly in their devastating path. In 
an act of heroism, Dwayne dove on top of Gracie as a shield, saving her life and surrendering his own.” (2020 
Family First) 
 
There is nothing that a Father wouldn’t have done for His children. There is nothing that God would do for us 
or His Son. It says, “just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” (Mark 1:10-11) God tore apart the heavens and the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus God’s 
Son as a dove blessing His ministry on earth as He began to tell others about God’s love for us. Then God 
spoke, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” The same thing that happened as Jesus 
was transfigured on the Mountain before going to Jerusalem to die for our sins. In Matthew 17:5 “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” except God adds, “listen to him!” Jesus knew 
the depth of God’s love for Him and God tore open the heavens to proclaim it. As God did when Jesus 
breathed his last and died. “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, and the rocks were split. (Matthew 27:51) Even the tombs were opened and “the bodies of 
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.” (Matthew 27:52) The centurion soldier who saw what had 
taken place said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” (Matthew 27:54) Why do we doubt it? John the baptizer 
knew it he said, “7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.” (Mark 1:7) John pointed to Jesus the Messiah, who would 
“save His people from their sins.” (Luke 1:21)  
 
Why do we question what God’s love for us and what He can do? He proclaimed it through the prophets. The 
angels told the shepherds. God tore open the heavens to tell us. Even the seven curtains around the Holy of 
Holies which kept God distant from us, was torn in two from top to bottom, not bottom to top. It was to show 
us that God Himself tore open the separation between God and humankind through the death of His Son in 
our place. He moved the earth itself with an earthquake split rocks and raised the dead. What more do we 
need? Only God can do this and all of this He did because He loves you. 
 
Heavenly Father, when I am afraid, teach me to trust in You. When I don’t feel loved by others, remind me 
how much You love me. When I don’t know what the future holds, teach me to “listen to Jesus” and be 
content to “Follow Christ” Guide me today to trust in You for all things and to strive to do what is pleasing in 
Your eyes, to Your glory. Amen 
 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, January 10 

Praise 
1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 
    worship the LORD in holy splendor.  (Psalm 29:1-2) 
 
Have you ever had one of those perfect moments in life when You look around you and are in total 
amazement as to what God has done? Whether it’s that moment when you see that the trees are filled with 
frost and for a moment the sun peaks through the clouds to illuminate God’s brilliant creation, or you hear the 
words you longed to hear after years of silence, “I forgive you.” God has an amazing way of getting our 
attention and reminding us who He is. 
 
When we look at all the things that happen around us, Psalm 29 makes it clear we are to realize that God is 
the source, author and cause of all that we have whether it just a little or more than we can imagine. It’s to 
God alone, that all of the glory should be given. We are to ascribe or attribute to God all glory and strength as 
we come before Him to worship Him. We are to worship and adore Him for all He Is. He alone is holy and 
worthy of our praise and thanks. We are to give him glory, honor and praise for He alone is God. 
 
Almighty God, teach me to see the many ways You are at work in my life. Open my eyes to Your glory and 
splendor. May I see Your hand at work in my life changing the world around me one person at a time. To 
You alone belongs the glory, strength, honor, worship and praise. Thank you for calling me into Your service, 
to Your glory. Amen 
 

 


