
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, February 22  

Listen 

Mark 8:31 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

Mark wastes no time in telling us what he is writing about at the beginning of this book. He opens with the 
introduction, “the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” (Mk. 1:1). We get to the half way 
point and we learn that what’s good news for us is bad news for Jesus. We’ve gotten used to hearing about 
this “great suffering” that Jesus has to endure. We can get so used to hearing something that we stop 
listening…like a man lying down in a recliner who has tuned out his wife because he’s heard it all before. 
Unlike that man, we want to listen to understand how the gospel shapes our lives today. We want to listen for 
the sake of others so that we might have a word of hope for those who are in the middle of suffering. We 
want to listen because it is God who is speaking to us today. 

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from 2 Corinthians: 

Is it fair that our good news is bad news for Jesus? 

If the Son of Man has to die for people to be right with God, then is there anything a person can do to make 
God like him or her more? 

If the gospel frees us, then why are we united with Jesus in death? (Romans 6:3ff) 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday February 23  

Pray 

Romans 4:24b-25 

24 It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

Taking God at his word is essential for the life of faith. In this passage, Paul is reminding people that salvation 
has always come by faith in what God has promised. To Abraham, it was the promise of land and children. To 
us, it is the promise of Jesus’ death and resurrection being accomplished for our sake. We have a little 
resurrection in life when we are finally able to take God at his word. Paul says it like this, “therefore, since we 
have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” (Romans 5:1). There is no 
question about it. Jesus has made peace where there was once doubt. Peace where there was once guilt. 
Peace where there was once anxiety. Peace where there was once turmoil. We hear God speak and we find 
the confidence to confess that we are sinners but he is good. This can quiet our hearts and still our minds. 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

We are powerless to gain favor with God. 

Jesus gave up his life in humility and took it up again in power for your sake. 

The gates of heaven are opened to us when we are able to take God at his word. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we thank you for speaking with us today. 
You have delivered Christ over to death for our sake so that he might be raised from the dead for our 
justification. Through this, you are accomplishing a peace that surpasses all understanding in our lives. We 
thank you in Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday February 24 

  

Prayer is an essential part of Lent. Prayer is our conversation with God.  I feel safe to assume that each of us 
prays or talks with God at least once a day. Sometimes it’s formal and sometimes it’s just a quick “Hey God…”. 
No matter when, how, or how often we pray we are building our relationship with God. 

How can you deepen your conversation with God during Lent? Could you pray more often, could you take 
longer to pray, could you open yourself to listen while praying, or could you pray for something or someone 
new? 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” (Ephesians 6:18) 

Journal activities: Write Ephesians 6:18 in your Bible journal.  This week, I challenge you to add to your 
prayers- deepen your conversation with God. 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, February 25  

Study 

Genesis 17:7 

7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

Our New Testament passage and Old Testament passage form a very helpful connection for us to understand 
what a good life before God is all about. Paul tells us clearly that a good life before God is all about faith. He 
reminds us that we see this at the beginning of the Scriptures in Genesis when God is making promises to 
Abraham. Abraham’s righteousness before God had nothing to do with his good manners, moral compass, 
worship habits, or circumcision practices. Instead, “he believed the Lord, and God counted it to him as 
righteousness,” (Genesis 15:6). So, God was working to create faith in the hearts of his people from the get go, 
and he hasn’t changed his goals or his methods since. On top of that, there are at least two ways that Christ 
fulfills these promises that were made to Abraham in the book of Genesis. 

First, Christian believers from every nation are considered children of Abraham. We are not biologically 
Abraham’s kids as if we were Jewish, but we share the same faith! So, the same grace that Abraham received 
from God is guaranteed to us who are children of Abraham through faith. So, Abraham has become the father 
of many nations through the work of the gospel. Paul explains this further when writing to the Galatians. This 
brings us to the second way that Christ fulfills these promises to Abraham. God gave Abraham promises and 
not commandments. He didn’t tell him what to do, but he told Abraham what was going to be done. Paul 
recognizes that these promises were made to Abraham’s offspring. “It does not say, ‘And to offsprings, as if 
referring to many, but referring to one, ‘And to your offspring,’ who is Christ,” (Galatians 3:16). Paul realizes 
that all the promises actually come to Christ alone who is the Son of God. We might think, “Well, where does 
that leave us!? I thought we were the nations that were promised to Abraham?” It’s true, Jesus receives all the 
promises, but Jesus receives us so that we can receive the promises in him. “For in Christ Jesus you are all sons 
of God, through faith,” (Gal. 3:26). So, we come back to where we started. A good life before God has 
everything to do with faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for our sake. For he is the one who 
receives and fulfills the promises that were made to Abraham. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for passing down your promises from generation to generation. 
You have been working faith in the hearts of your people for thousands and thousands of years. Continue that 
work in us and our families we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, February 26 

Hymn of the Day:  Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

Scripture: Mark 8:31-38  

History:  Author, Girolamo Savonarola (1452-98), was a fifteenth-century Italian Dominican priest who boldly 

denounced the pope and the corrupt papal court. As part of his rebellion, he prophesied Florence to be the new 

Jerusalem after Charles VIII expelled the Medici from Florence so that a republic could be established. Pope 

Alexander VI excommunicated him in May 1497. He was executed on May 23, 1498, with two of his followers. 

In the midst of his legalism, he knew that Christ was his only redemption and his writings point to the cross for 

our salvation even to this day. While there are almost thirty volumes of his writings and sermons, his greatest 

contribution to the Church is the hymn “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary.”  The hymn was translated by Jane Wilde, 

an Irish poet, who was a supporter of the nationalist movement and helped to gather ancient Irish folktales.  

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

Blest redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life's desert dreary, 

Savior from the world above: 

Often have your eyes, offended, 

Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see you wounded, bleeding, 

See your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet your sinless death has brought us 

Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what your grace has taught us 

Calms the sinner's deep distress. 

 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

With more fervent love for you; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

To behold your cross anew; 

Till in glory, parted never 

From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 

Devotion: Whether we sing this hymn or meditate upon its words, this song gives us a great moment to pause 

to see how fleeting our devotion to Christ can be at times. In this week’s gospel, Jesus foretells his death and 

resurrection, with verses 34 and 35 focusing on the cross and our responsibility:  “Then he called the crowd to 



him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for 

the gospel will save it.’” (Mark 8:34-35) 

 

How many times do we go through our day and not think about Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross? How many 

times, when we do think of His sacrifice, do we think in a pristine, cleansed version of it? How often do we 

declare our preference for an empty cross so that we don’t have to consider the horror? But Jesus’ death on 

the cross is the central event in all human history. Everything since the fall of man led to Jesus’ death on the 

cross. Everything since the Crucifixion has been a reflection of the cross. As we journey through Lent, let us 

focus our eyes on His cross with our hearts burning with love for Him … love reflected from His love for us. He 

died for us because we need a Savior. May the cross remain a central focus and a refuge in our lives until we 

reach the heavenly glory where we will reside with Him forever. [1] 

 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus.  We thank You for Your cross where You died for the forgiveness of our sins.  Help us to 

reflect on the cross and remember Your great sacrifice for us through Your suffering and dying for our sins. May 

our love for You be deepened through the cross, and may we glorify You as our Savior. AMEN. 

 

Sources: www.wikipedia.com   

                [1] Pastor Jeff Williams, www.trinityslayton.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, February 27 

Prepare for Worship 
  

Mark 8:35 
35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. 
  

During World War II psychologist E. Paul noticed that the top pilots who flew over the Pacific Ocean took risks. 
They had the highest survival rate among any of the pilots suffering fewer casualties. Dr. Torrance concluded, 
“Living itself is a risky business. If we spent half as much time learning how to take risks as we spend avoiding 
them, we wouldn’t have nearly so much to fear in life.” (Bible Illustrator, #1211, 5/1988.8) 
  

I once asked a woman with terminal cancer who had a hard time trusting anyone, why she couldn’t place your 
trust in Jesus? She believed in God, but didn’t know about Jesus. I asked her, “if He really is God, who created 
everything that exists and knows every thought in your mind and heart, don’t You think that He also wants to 
show you the depth of His love for you? What will you lose by trusting in Him?” The answer was obvious, but 
she needed to say it for herself. I went on to ask, “If the doctors can’t do anything and you can’t do anything to 
change your life, what will you lose by asking Jesus to be your Lord and Savior?” She said, “I guess nothing.” 
  

Then we prayed and she asked Jesus to be her Lord and Savior. It was then she said, that she felt peace for the 
first time in her life. She was baptized a month later and said that she saw every day, every moment as a gift 
from God. 
  

We hold on so tightly to what we think is ours, only to realize that it is all a gift from God. It’s only in letting go 
that we realize Jesus has been holding on to us from the very beginning. ”35 For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” (Mark 
8:35) “See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are.” (1 John 3:1) 
  

Almighty God, I place my life in Your hands today, You are the Shepherd, with infinite knowledge and I am 
Yours. Jesus, You are my Lord and Savior. Open my heart to see You at work in my life and change me into 
the person You desire me to be. Amen 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, February 28 

Praise 
  

Psalm 22:29 
9 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;     
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,      
and I shall live for him. 
  

Oh, to see the world through a child’s eyes. 
To look at everyday with amazement. 
To see hope when everyone else sees despair, and 
Wonder when all others see is the ordinary. 
  

This is the faith of a child. They see what other are unable to fathom. A promise made is a reality to them and 
they anticipate its fulfillment. This is the way we are to look at God with the eyes of faith. Psalm 22 begins 
with, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of 
my groaning?” Yet look at the resolve in Psalm 22. Everything changes in verse 19. 
  

“19But you, O LORD, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog!” (Ps.22:19) 
  

The Psalter calls out, “Save me”, (Ps. 22:21) “I will tell of Your name to my brothers and sisters;” and again, “I 
will praise You:” (Ps. 22:22) “You who fear the Lord, praise Him!...stand in awe of Him…” (Ps.22:23) Do you 
hear the Psalter’s faith, “For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations…”I shall live for 
Him.” (Ps.22:28, 29) “Proclaim His deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that He has done it.” (Ps.22:31) 
  

This is the faith! When everything has failed still, He proclaims, GOD IS VICTORIOUS! We aren’t called to 
extravagant faith, just the simple faith of a child. “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 18:3) He simply calls us to trust in Him and 
follow Jesus. 
  

Almighty God, remind me that when I cannot do it on my own, You have called me to trust in You for 
guidance and You provide me the strength to believe. Help me to see Your fingerprints on the victories and 
your arm around me to protect and carry me when I feel I cannot walk one more step without Your strength. 
For “Christ is all and in all!” (Colossians 3:11) Amen 
 


