
 

Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, December 28 

Listen 

John 1:12-13 

12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

We have just witnessed the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ over the Christmas holiday. He was born of the virgin 
Mary by the will of God. Now, we realize that there have been millions of births that follow this same fashion. 
Children from God that are born by the will of God. It’s not just Jesus who was born in this way. We can be 
born into this new life through him who is the way, the truth, and the life. By receiving this child Jesus, we 
become children of God. And this gift is freely given and offered to all. God the Father gave us new life in Jesus 
like that of a new baby child. All of that living is ahead of us. No matter where we are at in life, we are just 
children. We are just beginning. We are just getting started. Our whole heavenly life is ahead of us and we will 
be living it with Jesus. 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in John. If it helps fill the time, answer these questions: 

What did Mary receive from God before she became pregnant with Jesus? (Luke 1:45) 

Can you remember a time where a word from God renewed your life? 

When’s the last time you experienced something new in this life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, December 29 

Pray 

Psalm 147:19-20 

19 He declares his word to Jacob, 
    his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 
20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 
    they do not know his ordinances. 
Praise the Lord! 

We find ourselves again in the final worship songs of the book of Psalms. The songs have been arranged in 
such a way to go out with a bang. We have recently compared these final psalms to the final moments of 
fireworks like we see on the Fourth of July or New Year’s Eve. They end with a crescendo and this Psalm 
follows that pattern. It is grand in the way that it recognizes the power of God at work in all creation. But he is 
not just in control of the weather. He is intimately involved in the destiny of all people. “Great is our Lord, and 
abundant in power; his understanding is beyond all measure. The Lord lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked 
to the ground.” (Psalm 147:5-6). He is God over all weather and over all people and yet he has chosen to speak 
with the Israelite people in a special way. He didn’t do this with Egypt. He didn’t do this with the Native 
Americans or the Incans. He didn’t do this with any other ancient people found in the north, south, east, or 
west. God revealed himself to the Israelites. At their best, they did not take this for granted. And if God’s 
general power has done so much all across the earth, what could the word of God do for a people that follow 
him? “For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you.” (Ps. 147:13). 

  

Take 2 minutes to pray about what you have been learning from God. Remember: 

God has chosen to reveal himself not only to Israel, but now through Israel in Jesus Christ. 

We now can claim that he has declared his word to us as the people of God—this is no small matter! 

The God we listen to is powerful and watches over and directs all of creation. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for speaking to us through 
Jesus Christ. We were strangers before you adopted us as your children. Lead us as we grow up in this new 
salvation so that we would accomplish the things that you have set out for us to do—and be the people you 
have created us to be in Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, December 30 

Family Devotion Day 

 

For the last 4 weeks, we have read and journaled one of the most amazing true stories of all time. We have 

spent weeks preparing our hearts and anticipating His birth and He’s finally here. How glorious it must have 

been to be in His presence when He was here on earth!  

 

The story of Jesus’ birth is the story of a new beginning, just as our Advent theme for this year stated The 

Manger: A New Beginning. Unlike the new beginning Jesus brought the world, we have the opportunity for 

a new beginning of our own coming soon. 2020, a year to remember, is coming to a close and with that is 

the anticipation of a new year and most of all a new beginning. I hope you have an opportunity to take a 

look back at 2020 and find the goodness that God provided to you and that you can look forward to what is 

ahead in 2021. I wish each of you the happiest beginnings to a new year! 

 

John 1:1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

 

Do you make New Year’s resolutions? If so, write them in your journal today.  

What do you hope 2021 will be like? 
 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday December 31 

Study 

Jeremiah 31:10 

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
    and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
    and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

A few months ago, our Scripture readings continually brought us to words of judgement against the people of 
God. The week of devotionals leading up to worship on Sunday June 21st had four readings from the prophet 
Jeremiah and we wrestled with what God’s word was teaching us. But now, as we return to the book of 
Jeremiah, after receiving the promises fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ, we can hear his message of hope 
with fresh ears. Jeremiah was looking forward to our day and the days ahead and he heard what God was 
going to do, “At that time, declares the Lord, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be my 
people.” (Jeremiah 31:1). God speaks first to the people of Israel, but then God turns his attention to the 
nations commanding them to “Hear the word of the Lord.” (Jer. 31:10). God wants the rest of the nations to 
see the salvation that he has prepared for Israel so that they might come to faith in him. What did that 
salvation involve for the people of Israel? “The Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands 
too strong for him.” (Jer. 31:11). He has re-purchased his own people who sold themselves into slavery. Now, 
ultimately these things are fulfilled in Jesus. He is the one that God is calling every nation to look at. And you 
might think, Jesus didn’t need salvation, he was perfect! How can this be talking about Jesus? Actually, 
because he became a sinner for our sake, he did need salvation. He was crucified and he needed to be 
resurrected. But, praise God that he did it for our sake! It is because of this that we have had so much hope 
wrapped up in this baby Jesus who has come to us again this Christmas season. He is the one that God is 
calling all nations to look to and recognize the salvation of God. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we thank you for your words of hope to your people throughout the Old 
testament. Help us to understand how Jesus fulfills all these things so that we might have confidence in your 
promises and peace in this life. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, January 1 

Devotion on Hymn: The First Noel 

Scripture:  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

 

1 The first Noel the angel did say, 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 

Refrain: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

2 They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far; 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 

 

3 And by the light of that same star 

Three Wise Men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain] 

 

4 This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

And there it did both stop and stay 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 

 

5 Then entered in those Wise Men three, 

Full rev'rently upon their knee, 

And offered there in his presence 

Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. [Refrain] 

 

The origin of this Christmas carol is a bit unclear. While the tune “The First Noel'' is a folk song, it did not appear 

in print until William Sandys's Christmas Carols, Ancient and Modern in 1833.  The text, thought to be written in 

the Middle Ages, was adapted in Sandys’s hymn to what we sing today. At one time both France and England 

claimed this carol was theirs. Nowell is the English word and Noel is the French meaning Christmas, taken from 

the Latin word natalis, meaning birth. This literally translates the title to this well-known hymn as “The First 

Birth”  Repeating “Noel, Noel” in the original refrain is comparable to the way we sing Happy Birthday today. 



 

“The First Birth”…. We all know that Jesus was not the first human being ever born, but in regards to the 

spiritual rebirth that we all experience upon entering into relationship and reconciliation with God, Jesus was 

the “First Birth”. We are all born into sin, but Jesus was born pure and sinless, and He came to save us from our 

sins. That is what this season is about for us: the remembrance of the birth, and the life of Jesus. He was born 

here, lived here, died here, and was raised again here, all so that we would have a new way to have a 

relationship with God. This song reminds us of the hope of salvation that came with the birth of Jesus. We 

celebrate not only the newness of His life, but also the opportunity of new birth offered to each one of us. The 

King is born for you and for me… what a great reason to sing His praises!!  Happy Birthday, Jesus!! 

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father- We thank you for sending Your Son as a baby that first Christmas that we might 

be saved from sin. What a gift You have given us.  May we continue to celebrate and honor You through our 

thoughts, words, and deeds.  You truly have given us the greatest Christmas gift, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Help us 

not only celebrate Your birth during Christmas but continue to sing Your praises throughout all days.  In Your 

name we pray, AMEN. 

 

Sources:   

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/203-carols-devotional/day/15 

By Aaron Wade:  https://spirituallyhungry.com/the-first-noel-christmas-devotional/ 

By Tiffany Shomsky: https://hymnary.org/text/the_first_noel_the_angel_did_say 
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Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, January 2 

Prepare for Worship 
3 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 4 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.    (Ephesians 1:13-14) 
 
We often make pledges or promises throughout the day without even noticing it. It’s as simple as saying, “I’ll 
do that.” “You can count on me.” “I’ll get it done.” Even a non-verbal nod can be a promise. Some people 
make promises they never intend on keeping, unless it benefits them. All of these are promises, but not all of 
them are sure. Yet, in Jesus Christ “when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;” (Ephesians 1:3) This was a 
promise that is absolutely certain. He has taken us to be His children. “3Know that the LORD is God. It is he 
that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. (Psalm 100:3) He is still there 
holding to His promise. The New American Bible Revised Edition says, Holy Spirit “is the first installment.” The 
second installment takes place when the promise is fulfilled, when we stand before the Lord in heaven. We 
patiently wait with anticipation for that day, knowing that, “20For in him (Jesus) every one of God’s promises is 
a “Yes.” For this reason it is through him (Jesus Christ) that we say the “Amen,” to the glory of God.” (2 
Corinthians 1:20) God is faithful. 
 
“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the 
day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) 
 
Heavenly Father, guide us today to trust in Your promises, to take you at Your Word and to listen to the 
voice of the Good Shepherd who has fulfilled all of Your promises. Help us to live our lives faithful to the 
promises we make to Your glory. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, January 3 

Praise 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places…” (Ephesians 1:3) 
 
When someone sneezes, we often say, “God Bless you!” The other day I was in a parts store picking up 
something, when I sneezed. The sales person behind the counter said, “God Bless you.” I said, “Thank you.” 
Then he said emphatically, “You sneezing in my store?” I had to laugh. I said, “I’m sorry.” I had my facemask on 
and sneezed into my elbow, we just had to laugh. Then he said, that’s alright. 
 
Jesus says “5Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6And if anyone is there who shares in 
peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.” (Luke 10:5-6) Blessing should be 
freely given knowing that it is never wasted and you are always blessed. Paul explains to us that the blessings 
that we have in Jesus Christ are beyond anything that we could ever imagine. 
 
God has blessed us in Jesus Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 13) That is 
Jesus Christ who is seated at the right hand of God has been given all authority in heaven and on earth. God 
has blessed Jesus Christ who is risen from the dead and since we abide/live/dwell in Christ, God has blessed us 
in Jesus Christ with every spiritual blessing. He has chosen you in Christ before the foundation of the world 
(Ephesians 1:4) He destined you for adoption (Eph. 1:5) He’s redeemed you of your sins through the blood of 
Jesus Christ (Eph.1:7) God’s given you an inheritance. (Eph. 1:11) He has also given you the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Galatians 
5:22-23) He gives us the other gifts of the Holy Spirit as we need them, so that others may believe in Jesus 
Christ and God’s will would be done in the world. All this God has done for you to His glory. This is truly 
amazing! 
 
Almighty God, thank you for the blessings we receive every day in Jesus Christ our Lord. Teach us to never be 
afraid of extending to others the blessings You have given us. Help us never to question You blessings in our 
lives and to be a blessing to others as we walk with You. Amen 
 

 


