
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday August 31 

Listen 

Ezekiel 33:11 

11 Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 

that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for 

why will you die, O house of Israel? 

For some parents, it’s hard to punish their own children. They hate to cause their children pain. 

In a similar way, God has no pleasure in judging the wicked. “God is love,” but at the same time 

he “will by no means clear the guilty” (1 John 4:8; Exodus 34:7). God had given his people so 

many warnings. He had sent so many prophets to proclaim God’s word to the people, but they 

refuse to listen. God has waited centuries for his people to turn around and care about justice 

and righteousness and true worship. But they can’t seem to rise above the sin that has plagued 

every generation since Adam and Eve in the garden. So, God had to judge the people’s sin. But 

he doesn’t take pleasure in it. These people are the work of his hands. He was crafting 

something beautiful that has been marred beyond repair. God is grieved by the loss of his 

people…and he never is happy to see anyone perish apart from a relationship with him through 

Jesus Christ. Take 2 minutes to think about this verse from Ezekiel 33. If it helps fill the time, 

think about these questions: 

Have you ever had to discipline children? What was that like? 

Do you know of someone who doesn’t give much thought to who God is? 

Do you know someone who would fit the description of “wicked”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday September 1 

Pray 

Matthew 18:19 

19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done 

for you by my Father in heaven. 

I’ve heard that there are two kinds of people. Skunks and Turtles. You know you’re a skunk if 

everyone knows your upset the second you become upset. These people are usually very 

expressive on a regular basis. You know you’re a turtle if you don’t often share your feelings 

with those around you. These people are usually very thoughtful on a regular basis. It might 

actually be easier for the skunk to take the wisdom of this passage into action because this 

verse has everything to do with conflict resolution in the church. Jesus introduces this 

discussion by saying, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the 

fault when the two of you are alone” (Matthew 18:15a). For some this is easy. For others this is 

hard. But Jesus isn’t just trying to get us to be more comfortable with conflict and speaking out. 

Jesus is focused on the fact that “if the member listens to you, you have regained that member” 

(18:15b). Just before this teaching on maintaining relationships in the church, Jesus says “It is 

not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost” (Matthew 

18:14). Conflict is bound to arise as we try to worship God and serve one another. But Jesus 

wants our heart to be focused on the good of our neighbor. Even if someone sins against us, he 

desires that we would find the courage out of love to confront them or that we would find the 

grace out of love to use words that are less than harsh to restore the relationship. Take 2 

minutes to pray about what you are learning from Scripture. Remember: 

 

God has no delight in punishing the wicked. 

God cares for sinners…even sinners who sin against you. 

God desires for your heart to be shaped by sacrificial love for your fellow church members. 

 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, forgive us when we hold 

grudges against your fellow children. We become hurt and can’t imagine that we would be able 

to forgive people who have broken trust and hurt us in many different ways. Guide us in your 

love. We ask this in Jesus name, Amen 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday September 2 

Family Day 

September 2, 2020 

  
A new school year is beginning. This year there are so many different ways that our children 
may be learning- maybe attending school as they did before the pandemic began, maybe only 
going to school two or four days a week, or maybe staying at home and learning virtually. No 
matter what this new school year brings, we can all be assured that Jesus will be there with 
them, strengthening them (all of us) as we go through this new school year. 
  
Philippians 4:13 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

  
Activity 1: Draw a picture of one thing you can do because Jesus has strengthened you.   
 

Activity 2: Pray for all who are in school this year- students, teachers, and staff- pray that God 
strengthens them in their learning, in extracurricular activities, that all stay safe and healthy. 
Pray for our Sunday School children as they continue learning about the Bible and God.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday September 3 

Study 

Ezekiel 33:7 

7 So you, [son of man], I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 

The Lord sent the prophets to guide the people. Eventually, their guidance turned into warnings 

about the coming judgement from God on the people’s sin. This is why God called Ezekiel to be 

a sentinel for the people. Ezekiel was to be someone who kept an eye out for coming 

judgement. Then, he would tell the people so that they might repent, turning away from evil 

and turning to God in obedience. Depending on your translation of the Bible, you will notice 

that the title Ezekiel uses for himself, “son of man,” is a title that Jesus is fond of in the Gospels. 

In Matthews Gospel alone, Jesus uses “Son of man” to describe himself 32 times across 28 

chapters. Ezekiel uses the title “son of man” 90 times throughout his book spanning 48 

chapters. There are many reasons why Jesus is so fond of this title for himself in the gospels, 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. There is at one reason why Jesus uses this title that is very 

clear from our reading in Ezekiel 33 for this weekend. Jesus is the ultimate “Son of man” 

because he receives words from the Father and speaks it to the people of God. Like Ezekiel, he 

speaks words of judgement and hope. Yet, the judgement that Ezekiel spoke of was eventually 

endured by the people of God. The judgement that Jesus so often spoke of was the death and 

suffering that he would endure on the cross. In this way, Jesus fulfills both the speaking for God 

and the receiving judgement from God. In Ezekiel, Ezekiel was speaking for God and the Israelite 

people endured the judgement of God. Both of these things become wrapped up in Jesus so 

that we can stand before God without fear of judgement. This is how we know the love of God, 

Jesus became the “Son of man” for our sake so that we could be called sons and daughters of 

God. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, there is always something new for us to learn in your word. 

We know that “knowledge puffs, but love builds up.” So when we learn more about Scripture, 

help it to be accompanied by love. We are so thankful for Jesus who teaches us all things and 

we pray in his name, Amen 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday September 4 

Songs of Scripture 

Devotion on Hymn of the Day:  Blest Be the Bind That Ties 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20 

Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.  (Matthew 18:18) 

History (https://sermonwriter.com/hymn-stories/blest-tie-binds/)  

”John Fawcett was born into a poor family in Yorkshire, England, and was orphaned at age 12. 

To survive, he accepted a lengthy apprenticeship to a tailor. Then, while still in his teens, he 

heard the great George Whitfield preach and became a Christian. 

While serving his apprenticeship, Fawcett became active in a Baptist church and was often 

asked to speak. Then at age 25 (and newly married) he was invited to serve as pastor of a small 

church at Wainsgate. The poor people of that little village were able to pay very little, and much 

of Fawcett’s pay came as potatoes and other produce. Once his wife, Mary, began having 

children, they found it difficult to survive. 

Then Fawcett learned that the pastor of a large Baptist church in London was retiring, and he let 

the church know that he would be interested in serving them. They called him to be their pastor 

at a much larger salary, so John and Mary packed their household and prepared to move. But 

then, as the story is told, Mary told John that she didn’t think that she could leave these people 

whom they had both learned to love — and John allowed that he shared her sentiment — so the 

two of them unpacked the wagon and let the London church know that they wouldn’t be 

coming. 

Then Fawcett, who wrote a number of hymns during his lifetime, wrote this hymn, “Blest Be the 

Tie,” to convey his sentiments and those of his wife to the poor people among whom they had 

chosen to live. Fawcett served that little church for the rest of his life — 54 years in all.” 

“Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan” 

 

What a special history of a hymn… words that are so personal and yet so true to all of us.  The 

Holy Gospel this week speaks of relationships with one another.  As we read the scripture, we 

see that it is important to maintain our special friendships within the church.  Although Covid 

has kept many of us physically distanced, it is so important to remember that there is a bind 

that keeps us all tied together.  We may not always agree or may have differing opinions, but if 

we keep God as our guide and “hold our hearts in Christian love”, this tie is strengthened 

https://sermonwriter.com/hymn-stories/blest-tie-binds/
https://sermonwriter.com/richard-niell-donovan/


through Him whose love never fails us.  The lyrics of the song (below) are so empowering, 

especially during these trying times.  I encourage you all to reach out to each other...share your 

fears, hopes,  joys, and your woes.  In so doing, “perfect love and friendship”  will “reign 

through all eternity”.  Stay safe and well and take care of each other.  God has us all in His care 

through this time and always. 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love; 

The unity of heart and mind 

Is like to that above. 

 

Before our Father’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 

 

We share our mutual woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear. 

 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 

And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father.  We thank you for the relationships we have been blessed with 

here on Earth and also for our relationship with You.  Please guide us in all relationships so that 

we may care for one another, share our burdens and our joys with each other, and follow Your 

lead by keeping our hearts and minds centered in Your perfect love. In Your name we pray.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday September 5 

Prepare for Worship 

Matthew 18:20 

20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

We often hear this verse and think about how Jesus is with us when we worship, even if we 

have a small group of people. But you remember the context of this verse from earlier in the 

week, don’t you? Verse 20 is where the discussion ends, but Jesus begins this conversation by 

saying, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 

two of you are alone” (Matthew 18:15). This business about worship doesn’t just have to do 

with warm fuzzies about the fact that Jesus is present when we gather. This passage highlights 

the fact that Jesus is in the midst of his beloved brothers and sisters when they are trying to 

work things out in the midst of sin, conflict, accusation, misunderstanding, tears, and betrayal. 

Are you prepared for this kind of worship? Worship where you realize that Jesus died for those 

within the Church just as much as he died for you—even those that have caused you so much 

pain? But the good news is that our understanding of the grace of God can be deepened when 

we see how much he has forgiven someone who has wronged us. We remember that we are 

just like them. We have hurt others just like they have hurt us. We all are in need of God’s 

mercy and he is so much happier loving than he is dealing out justice. So, prepare your hearts 

to remember God’s mercy in your life and even in the lives of those who have hurt you so that 

we might be able to celebrate our God of grace. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we confess that we sometimes hold grudges against those 

who have hurt us. Please forgive us for that and all of the other ways that we fail to trust in you. 

We know that we still need you and that you are happy to provide for us in every way. Watch 

over us always in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday September 6 

Praise 

Romans 13:11 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers… 

Every day we are all one day closer to meeting the Lord. At one point we were asleep to the 

fact that God had called us his children and Jesus had called us to follow him. But we woke up! 

Either like waking up to the warmth of the sun on our face, to the sound of an alarm clock in 

our ear, or the shake of a loved one startling us and sharing with us that we were snoring. 

Either way we are awake and the world’s not looking as dark as it was when we had fallen 

asleep. The Sun is coming up and we know we’ve got a bright day ahead of us. This is what’s 

true for the Christian! (Even on the rainiest of days.) So, Paul says, “the night is far gone; the 

day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” 

(Romans 13:13). Worshipping God through Jesus Christ has everything to do with “the day.” 

God is the one who has caused us to wake up in more ways than one. So, let’s praise our God 

with the excitement of a child shaking mom and dad to wake up on Christmas morning. We 

know there is a gift in Christ waiting for us “under the tree.” 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we come to you with thankful hearts. Lord, we were asleep 

and we had no idea. We were “sleep walking” before you jarred us awake with the good news 

of Jesus Christ. Accept the worship of our voices and our hearts as we praise you this morning. 

We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 


