
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday August 3 

Listen 

1 Kings 19:9 

9 At that place he (Elijah) came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
 
In the middle of the night a little boy sleeping in his bed wakes up. There’s thunder and lightning and the 

sound of rain. The little boy gets up and walks out to the hallway crying, “Where are you Daddy, where are 

you Mommy?” With sleep in his eyes he wanders the hallway until. He hears the sound of his father, “Here I 

Am.” I’m right here.” It’s Okay.” We may wonder where God is at different times in our lives, but God seeks us 

out. 

He sought out Elijah. He revealed the power of God and then comes to him in the sound of sheer silence. God 

shows his power and then shows His peace over all the elements and even those who wish to kill Elijah. God 

calls to us even today, “Be still and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10) He reminds us, 

”1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains  

shake in the heart of the sea; 
3though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  

Selah 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of  

the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the  

morning dawns. 
6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth  

melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 
10“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted  

in the earth.” 
 

The difficult part is learning to be still and trusting in Christ to show us that He brings peace. 

Lord, thank you for being present in times of trouble. (Psalm 26:1) Remind us to trust in you and to wait 

upon You to show Your presence. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday August 4 

Pray  

Romans 10:12-13 

12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who 

call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Do you ever have one of those days everything doesn’t seem to go right? One of those days when you wonder 

if everything is against you? My Grandmother Margaret Litschiem was about 4 years old and she was having 

one of those days. Her mother saw that she Margaret was frustrated and said to her, “Margaret, what’s 

wrong?” And my Grandma responded, “I just can’t seem to make a go if it.” 

We sometimes are distracted by all of the things in this world and feel as if we just can’t make a go of it, but in 

the middle of all our distractions Jesus calls us to “Come.” (Matthew 14:29) Just as He said to Peter when he 

saw Jesus walking on the water and they were afraid it was a ghost. Jesus said,  

“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 

Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 

faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:27b-31)  

Do you believe it? Is God still in control? Is Jesus still there to take us by the hand and catch us? The answer is 

Yes to all of those questions. We have been called to faith. “the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all 

who call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:12b-13) 

Jesus is there to catch us and lift us up. He has called us by name so that, “Everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.” (ibid)  We are never alone! 

Just when you quote something again and you write the word (ibid) which means “ibidem” in Latin, the 

English translation is “The same place.” We go to the same place. We go to God, Jesus Christ who intercedes 

for us and reminds us He calls us His children. We have been given an inheritance and it is there that we 

know “We will be saved.” Not because of what we do, but because of what Christ has done, is doing, and will 

do for us through faith in Him. 

Today, claim that promise you’ve been given as you pray today/tonight,  

1) Thank God you have been claimed by Him. You are His people, the sheep of His pasture. He calls you 

by name.  

2) Think of seven blessings you have been given in your life and thank God for them. 

3) Think of your fears and lay them at the foot of the cross and ask Christ to carry them for you. He is 

always faithful. 

4) Give thanks to God for what He has done, is doing and will do. He is shaping you into a person of faith 

who is reliant on Him for all things. 

Almighty God, help me to be thankful, You have claimed me as Your child, You have blessed me beyond 

belief, and taken all of my burdens upon You for Jesus sake. Thank you for Your guidance and wisdom. 

Teach me to “Come” and follow Christ my hope and salvation. Amen 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, August 5 

The Bible journal activity for this week is a little different. Hidden within this word find is part of a Bible verse 
from this week’s Gospel reading from the book of Matthew (14:22-33).  You can either print today’s 
devotional and tape it in your Bible journal or copy the word find letters into your journal (see the picture of 
how my family did this activity). The word find is both the Bible verse for today and the activity, but a second 
activity is included as well. Enjoy!  
 

In this week’s Gospel (Matthew 14:22-33) we find the disciples on a boat in the middle of the sea. During the 
night Jesus went to the disciples by walking on the water. Peter follows Jesus’ command to “Come.” and 
begins to walk on the water. Peter becomes afraid when the wind picks up and starts to sink. Jesus stretches 
out his hand and helps Peter back to the boat.  

 
 

Word Find: Jesus Walks on the Sea 
 
Words may be forward, backward, and/or diagonal. Place the leftover letters in the blanks below to complete 
the Bible verse.  
 
 

W T E M O C G R U N 

J A L Y Y N O W U I 

S E L P I C S I D A 

E A S K R W E N P T 

V T N U A H E D E N 

A I S T S B O A T U 

S O E H T I A F E O 

N R A F R A I D R M 

O F N I G H T G O D 
 

  
AFRAID  BOAT  COME  DISCIPLES FAITH 
JESUS  MOUNTAIN NIGHT  PETER  SAVE 
SINKING  WALK  WATER  WIND 
 

“Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, ‘_ _ 
_ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _.’” 
(Matthew 14:33) 
 

 
Alternate Activity (Activity 2): 



Read Matthew 14:22-23 
Imagine you are in the boat with Jesus' disciples. You see the 'ghost' walking toward you, but you hear a 
familiar voice telling you not to be afraid. Then you are told to "Come." Would you be like Peter becoming 
afraid and doubting that you can continue walking on the water to Jesus and start sinking in to the water or 
would you trust your faith and Jesus and walk to Him without sinking? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday August 6 

Study 

Romans 10:8-9 

8 But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, 
    on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
At first blush it looks as if we are called to believe in Jesus Christ by our own power. We must do some type of 
act to merit God’s grace. “if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) That’s why it’s so important to look at scripture 
in its entire context. This has been misunderstood for hundreds of years. You must do something, right?  
 
Let me lay it out as clearly as I can. 
1) We must believe in Jesus Christ to be saved. (Acts 4:11-12) 
2) Through the Holy Spirit we believe in Jesus Christ (Romans 8:14-17) 
3) We are called to take God at His Word. (Hebrews 4:12-16) “2Indeed, the word of God is living and active, 

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked 
and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.” Jesus Christ the high priest has 
passed through the heavens, so Paul implores us to hold onto our confession. When we take God at His 
word, because of the forgiveness we receive through Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, we can approach 
the throne of grace (God’s Throne) with boldness, (because of what Christ has done, not us) “so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 
The most important part of Romans 10:8-9 is the order. 

1) “The Word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (Deuteronomy 30:14) He quotes this which is a 
command to obey the Ten Commandments and all the decrees written in the book of the Law. But 
now Paul asks us not to rely on obedience to the Law and Ten Commandments, because they reveal 
that we cannot come to God because of our sin, instead “Christ is the end of the law so that there may 
be righteousness for everyone who believes.” (Romans 10:4) The Word is now centered in the Gospel 
that Paul has proclaimed about Christ being our righteousness. Luther writes in his lecture on 
Romans. 
 
“This is why he says: "Christ is the end of the law" (Rom. 10:4); in other words: every word in the Bible 
points to Christ. That this is really so, he proves by showing that this word here, which seems to have 
nothing whatsoever to do with Christ, nevertheless signifies Christ.” (Luther’s Lecture on Romans, 
p.288) 
The First kind of righteousness depends on the good work one does, (our own good works are as filthy 
rags before the Lord (Isaiah 64:6)) but the second kind depends on the word one believes. Now what 
this word is he makes plain by saying: Say not in your heart: Who shall ascend into heaven? or, in 
other words: The word that one must believe is nothing else but this: Christ died and he is risen.” 
(ibid, 288, 289) 
 



2) Faith comes through the power of the Holy Spirit, and belief is a gift of God’s grace. 
The first type of righteousness is a self-righteousness, a righteousness that cannot prevail before God. 
“But true righteousness comes about only if one believes the words of God with his whole heart, as 
he says above in ch. 4:3 of this letter: "And Abraham believed in God, and it was reckoned to him for 
righteousness." (ibid, 294) 

 
“The solus Christus, not only points the way to Christ, but also confers upon us sonship and faith in our 

Savior and the only possible true relationship we can have with God, because Christ is the only way to God. 

Christ is in me and I am in Him through faith.” (Preus, Robert D. Luther: Word, Doctrine, and Confession, p, 

192) 

We are called to faith through the Holy Spirit to trust in Christ and to believe God’s Word, clinging to the 

promise of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ, knowing Christ has claimed us as His own children. That’s 

the peace that Jesus gives us. (John 14:27) 

Prayer: 

Almighty God, thank you for sending Jesus Christ my Lord to take away my sin, guide me to respond to Your 

Holy Spirit and submit to Christ Jesus’ rule in my life. I am nothing without You. Thank you for all the gifts 

You have given me and all the blessings, use me to be of service to You in Your Kingdom today. Amen  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, August 7 

Hymn of the Day - August 9: Precious Lord, Take My Hand  

Matthew 14:22-33 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter 

got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, 

he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his 

hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the 

wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  (Matthew 14:28-33) 

 

History: (Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan - © 2003 Robert J. Morgan) 

Some people think this old gospel song was written by the famous big bandleader Tommy Dorsey.  It 

wasn’t; the author was named Thomas Andrew Dorsey, and he was the son of a Black revivalist preacher. 

Thomas was born in a small town in Georgia in 1899.  When he was about eleven, the Dorsey’s moved 

to Atlanta where Thomas was quickly enamored with the blues and began playing piano at a vaudeville theater.  

Later, the family moved to Chicago where he attended classes at the College of Composition and Arranging. 

Soon he was on stage under the name “Georgia Tom,” playing barrelhouse piano in one of Al Capone’s Chicago 

speakeasies and leading jazz bands. 

Thomas was converted at the National Baptist Convention in Chicago in 1921, and began writing gospel 

songs and trying to get them published.  It was discouraging at first.  He later said, “borrowed five dollars and 

sent out 500 copies of my song, ‘If You See My Savior,’ to churches throughout the country… It was three years 

before I got a single order.  I felt like going back to the blues.” 

He didn’t, and gradually his reputation grew and his work became known. 

In August, 1932, while leading music in St. Louis, he was handed a telegram bearing the words, “Your 

wife just died.”  he rushed to a phone to call home, but all he could hear over the line was “Nettie is dead! 

Nettie is dead!”  A friend drove him through the night, and he arrived home to learn that his baby boy had also 

died. 

 “I began to feel that God had done me an injustice,” Thomas later said.  “I didn’t want to serve Him 

anymore or write any more gospel songs.”  But the next Saturday, while alone in a friend’s music room, he had 

a “strange feeling” inside--a sudden calm and quiet stillness.  “As my fingers began to manipulate over the keys, 

words began to fall in place on the melody like drops of water falling from the crevice of the rock: 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn . . . “ 

Today Thomas A. Dorsey is remembered as the “Father of Gospel Music” and the author of hundreds of 

gospel songs including his equally famous, “Peace in the Valley.”  It has been noted that “Precious Lord, Take 

My Hand” was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s favorite song. 



 

Reflection:   

 This song is often associated with grieving and loss.  In fact, we just sang it at my father-in-law’s funeral 

last fall.  However, in this week’s Gospel story with Jesus and Peter, it is evident that there are trials in life 

where we may lose sight of our faith and need God’s love and grace to get us through these trying times.  Just 

as Jesus reached out his hand to Peter when he was fearful and cried out for help, Jesus is always there to lift us 

up.  In this hymn, we may associate the word “home” with heaven; however, in a simpler form, it can simply 

mean a place we feel safe… a place where God is with us and holding our hand.   

“When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.” (vs 2) 

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father.  There are times, like Peter, we lose sight of our faith, and we reach for Your hand 

for help.  Give us the strength that only You can give and keep us safe in Your love.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday August 8 

Prepare for Worship 

Matthew 14:30 

30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” 

            These are the words of Peter as begins to sink in the water of the Sea of Galilee. The disciples made it 
out onto the lake by themselves because Jesus stayed behind to dismiss the crowd of over 5,000 people that 
he fed with five loaves and two fish. Jesus told the disciples to go on ahead of him so that he could take time 
to be alone in prayer. By the time Jesus decided to catch up with the disciples, they had gotten caught in a 
storm out on the water. In order to catch up to his disciples, Jesus decided to walk across the face of the 
water. When the disciples caught a glimpse of a man through the thick rain falling down around them, they 
thought it was a ghost! Jesus called out to them to let them know that it was only him. And so, Peter calls out 
to Jesus saying, “If it’s you, let me walk to you on the water!” Jesus agrees and Peter begins well, but soon he’s 
overcome with fear at the reality of his situation. He is walking on water in the middle of a raging storm! Peter 
then gives us the perfect words to prepare our hearts for worship, “Lord, save me!” At that moment, Peter 
didn’t realize how appropriate his call for help was. Jesus was there in an instant to answer Peter’s cry for 
help. And the question that Jesus asks Peter seems to come across in a lighthearted way, “O you of little faith, 
why did you doubt?” Jesus knows exactly why Peter was afraid. On top of that, he would have been aware of 
the astonishment they all would have had at the supernatural act of walking on water. But Jesus does not just 
want our faith in matters that our ordinary. He wants our faith in matters that are extraordinary. Matters of 
life and death. Matters of the impossible and unreasonable. Jesus knows all of our answers to the question, 
“why do you doubt?” But he is there time and time again to save us from drowning in the water of this life 
that can threaten to swallow us whole. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, help us as we continue to learn from you. You are everything that we 
need. In ordinary and extraordinary circumstances alike, you are God. You have sent Jesus Christ as a clear 
sign of your intentions toward us. Reinforce our lives with the strong structure of faith that we would be able 
to worship you out of a genuine love for you in Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday August 9 

Praise 

Matthew 14:33 

33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

            After the disciples saw what Jesus was capable of, the command that he had over the Sea of Galilee 
below and the weather raging above, the disciples worshiped him. This is the correct response to Jesus. 
Worship is meant for God alone and Jesus is “God with us.” Only the God who had created everything in the 
beginning could have such authority over the things of creation. Whenever God did something miraculous in 
the Old Testament for his people, it didn’t take long for it to take the shape of poetry, music, and song to be 
used in worship. In a similar fashion, they recognize God’s handiwork when they see it. And it’s taking place in 
the man they have come to know, Jesus. But they begin to realize that he is unlike any other person they’ve 
met before because he is the “Son of God.” This is the one we come to worship this Sunday. Jesus, “God with 
us,” who has authority over all of creation and the one who is able to save us in the midst of every trouble. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are in awe of your Son, Jesus Christ. We are amazed at his power and 
authority over all creation. Help us, Holy Spirit, to fix our hearts on Jesus as we proclaim the truth: Jesus is the 
Son of God. Amen 

  

 

 

 

 


