
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday August 17 

Listen 

Matthew 16:13 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?”  

Caesarea Philippi was first conquered by the Greeks in about 330 years before Jesus birth. A natural spring 

gushed forth out of the limestone rock feeding the Jordan River. The Greeks named the spring Panias named 

for their Greek god pan. It was the place thought to be guarded by Pan and an opening to the underworld, 

hades, hell. Later King Herod I would build a temple of white marble in honor of Caesar (considered to be a 

god) in front of the temple to the Greek god pan. With all of these well-known monuments Jesus asks a 

question, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13) Jesus knew he was asking a loaded 

question, nonetheless Jesus asks it. 

We hear plenty of rumors every day, on the radio, television, some of it is just entertainment talk radio or 

opinion. Jesus wants to hear what people are saying about Him. It’s an opportunity for the disciples to be in 

agreement with one of the ideas about who Jesus is. “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” When we 

realize that we don’t have all the answers, it’s the Holy Spirit that reveals Christ to us. In Him we have peace 

and the promise of eternal life. Jesus leads us to understand what have an everlasting importance. It isn’t 

what others think about Jesus, it’s who Jesus truly is. 

It isn’t about raising monuments in God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit’s Name. The question Jesus asks directs us to 

ask, “Who you think Jesus is?” Who is Jesus, well, He is King of kings, Lord of lords and His rule will have no 

end. All the other monuments will eventually fall into ruin, but His reign is forever more.  

Soli Deo Gloria! To God alone be the Glory! 

Lord Jesus, keep me from getting distracted by the things that don’t matter in this world that I may always 

place you first in my lives. Teach me to listen to Your Word and to be shaped by it. Guide me today not to be 

impressed by credentials but by Your Holy Spirit at work in and around us every day. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, August 18 

Pray 

Isaiah 51:2 

2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 

In Isaiah 51 there are a lot of promises. We are called to “Listen” and “Look.” “Listen to me, you that pursue 

righteousness, you that seek the LORD” (Isaiah 51:1) Sometimes listening can be the most difficult thing we do. 

If we are going to listen to God we have to take away the others distractions in our lives, that we may listen to 

God through the scriptures, our prayers, in our lives as we go through the day. We realize that God is always 

calling us to Listen to Him. 

Our encouragement comes from the LORD as we see how He continues to intervene in our lives. “Look to 

Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and 

made him many.” (Isaiah 51:2) Isaiah gives tangible examples of God’s faithfulness; that we wouldn’t forget 

the promises He has gave Abraham. “I will make of you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name 

great. You will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2) “Look now toward the sky, and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them…. So shall your seed be” (Genesis 15:5). Abram “believed in Yahweh; and he reckoned it to him for 

righteousness” (Genesis 15:6). Through faith in Jesus Christ we have been adopted as a child of God. We are 

grafted into the vine which is God’s chosen people. All that our Heavenly Father has will be an inheritance to 

us. One day we will see Him face to face. 

Today as you go throughout your day pray that God would remind you of God’s faithfulness to you and that 

He is there to give you strength for today and hope for tomorrow. Don’t forget to Listen, and Look at the ways 

God is working in your life and give Him thanks for what He has done. 

Almighty God, thank you for giving me people like Abraham and Sara as a reminder of Your faithfulness to 

me today. You have adopted me as Your own, so that one day I will see all that You have promised come to 

be. Encourage me though out the day to look to you with wonder an amazement in what You have done. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, August 19 

August 19, 2020 

Today’s Bible journal devotion is another activity- a cryptogram. Each picture represents a letter. Use the key 

to fill in the blanks below to find out today’s Bible verse.  You can either print this and tape it into your journal 

or just write the answer in your journal and reflect on the verse.  

Check back later in the week for the answer to the puzzle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday August 20 

Study 

Matthew 16:16 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

If this were a test, then Peter would have passed with flying colors. It is a question from Jesus that prompts 
this answer from Peter. Jesus began by asking his disciples, “Who do others say that the Son of man is?” It’s 
easy to talk about what other people think…but then, Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” The 
conversation gets a lot closer to home. But Peter knocks it out of the park! He is right on target. But what is he 
saying? What does it mean for Jesus to be the Messiah? 

To be a “messiah” means to be someone who has been anointed with oil and set apart for a specific purpose. 
A disgusting example of this in our time would be a toilet scrubber. It has no need for oil, but we set those 
things apart for one unique purpose and nothing else. There were many “messiahs,” people set apart for a 
purpose, in the Old Testament. Priests were anointed and chosen by God to perform acts of worship for the 
people of God (Leviticus 8). Kings, like King David, were chosen and anointed by God to lead the people of God 
in wisdom and justice (1 Samuel 16). The Psalms pick up this anointing idea and imagine a day when God will 
anoint a king that will be given the whole earth as his inheritance to rule and to reign (Psalm 2). So, to be a 
messiah is to be chosen by God and anointed for a specific purpose. A synonym for “messiah” is “Christ.” 
We’ve gotten pretty used to calling using this title as a name for Jesus because of how often it is used 
throughout the New Testament. What we are saying is Jesus, “The Anointed One.” We are testifying that Jesus 
is the one God chose and set aside to complete a specific task and specific set of promises set out in the Old 
Testament. He is the one God has sent. He is the one who accomplished what God desired. He is our crucified 
and risen king! He is the Messiah. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for revealing this truth about Jesus to Peter. Some time has 
passed and there are many who are still recognizing Jesus as the Messiah for the first time. So, we are thankful 
that we can see Jesus for who he is so that we can live lives that are pleasing to you. Help us Lord as often as 
we are in need, in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, August 23 

Devotion on Hymn:  How Firm a Foundation 

Matthew 16:13-20 

History of Hymn: The history of this hymn is a bit of a mystery.  When it first appeared in Selection of Hymns 

from the Best Authors in 1787, the author of the text was simply listed as “K”.  There are ideas as to who “K” 

was, but it has never been proven.  The text was eventually set to the tune entitled Foundation, and the 

melody is based on a pentatonic scale, meaning there are only five notes used.  Despite the anonymity of its 

origins, this song has brought comfort and encouragement to countless believers. It was sung at the death bed 

of President Andrew Jackson and at the funerals of Robert E. Lee and Theodore Roosevelt. 

(https://reasonabletheology.org) 

Reflection:  In verses 15-18 of the Holy Gospel, Jesus is speaking to his disciples: Then he [Jesus] asked them, 

“But who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus 

replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not 

learn this from any human being.  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock 

I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.”  

There are many references throughout the Bible to the word, “rock”.  In the Old Testament, David refers to 

God as “the rock of my salvation”, and in the New Testament, Jesus tells us to “build our house upon the 

rock”.  Our hymn of the day, refers to building our faith on a firm foundation.  Life is not always easy, and it is 

important that we see that our strength lies in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. When we face trials and 

tribulations, if we choose to depend on ourselves, others, or circumstances, we build our lives on a foundation 

of sand.  However, if we, like Peter, proclaim Jesus as our Savior and build our life on the rock, our foundation 

will be more than sufficient to support us during life’s storms. We are the church and must strive to build our 

lives upon this firm foundation.   

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

Fear not! I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

My grace all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 

The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

  

Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A13-20&version=NRSV
https://reasonabletheology.org/hymn-story-how-firm-a-foundation/


And then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they shall still on my bosom be borne. 

 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father… May we, like Peter, proclaim You are our Messiah, the Rock in whom we trust We 

thank You for Your steadfast love and strength and pray that you continue to be the Firm Foundation upon 

which our faith is built.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday August 22 

Prepare for Worship 

Romans 12:1 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

Worship is an activity that needs to be done. It's an activity that has a time and a place like any other. Golfing 
happens on the golf course when the suns out. Fishing happens on the water and can happen any time of day 
or night depending on what you're after. Knitting or crocheting happens in your favorite chair at home in the 
afternoons. You might be surprised that spiritual worship doesn’t happen in the church on Sunday mornings. 
Well…it should happen there, but worship isn’t confined to that place and that time. The true “place” of 
spiritual worship is your very own body, not the church building, let alone the sanctuary. The true “time” of 
spiritual worship is all the time, not just the hour set aside on Sunday mornings for service. Scheduled times of 
worship are important and helpful for us who are following Christ. The spiritual worship that we offer up to 
God are the lives we live for the sake of others. We can tend to separate things that are spiritual and things 
that are normal or regular. God claims it all, not to give us a heavy burden, but to free us to live our lives as 
worshipers who “discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2). 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, help us to be free to live our lives as worshipers who are in need of you. In 
your grace you have given us all gifts that can be used for the sake of others. Help us not to hold our talents 
over others as if they are less because they can’t do what we do. Instead, help us to see an opportunity to be 
talented for the sake of another in order to lift them up and worship you. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday August 23 

Praise 

Psalm 138:2 

2 I bow down toward your holy temple 
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 
    for you have exalted your name and your word  above everything. 

God has somewhat of a mixed reputation among humanity. There are some who are indifferent to our God. 
Others who are actively against him vouching for another spirituality or way to live. Then, there are those of 
us who worship him and praise him for the salvation that he has shown us in Jesus Christ. We know that he 
has sent his Son in loving faithfulness to those whom he has chosen. We know that one day, there won’t be 
any argument against God and what he has been up to in the world. For now, God is in the process of raising 
the lowly and humbling the proud. But one day, “all the kings of the earth shall give God thanks…and they 
shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord” (Psalm 138:4-5). We get to start singing 
before everyone is in on it. We have already been shown the glory of the Lord in Jesus Christ. We can’t help 
but sing about how, “the Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever” 
(Psalm 138:8). 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we know you. We haven’t just heard about you as if we were passing long 
rumors about friends. We have heard the promises that you have spoken. We have seen the salvation that 
you have prepared for us in Jesus Christ. We have passed through the waters of Baptism into new life! We will 
praise this name and be thankful for your word that is being exalted among all people everywhere. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen 

 


