
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, April 26 

 Listen 

John 15:5 

“5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing.” 

“1I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.” (John 15:1-2) 

The key to Jesus’ story about the vineyard is: Jesus is the vine; we are the branches and God is the vine 
grower. God is the one who prunes the vine that it may bear fruit. The vine grower considers the climate, the 
soil and the age and the vigor (the strength and health) of the vine. You have to know your vineyard very well 
to know what it can produce. The older the vine the more fruit it can produce. The fruit is produced from the 
one or two years of previous growth. 

It takes patience, timing and knowledge of the vine to grow grapes, but apart from the vine the branch dies. 
Every aspect of our lives is important in bearing fruit. It’s not just the good things in life that makes us grow, 
but it’s also the challenging times. We learn to live by faith and to trust the vine grower. As He prunes, He 
brings about new growth that bears fruit. 

Sometimes we as Christians need to stop along life's road and look back. Although it might have been winding 
and steep, we can see how God directed us by His faithfulness. Who we center on in our lives makes a 
difference.  If we center our lives on ourselves, we notice what we lacked or want, but don’t have. When we 
center our lives on God, we see Him at work in and around us, Christ’s forgiveness and the Holy Spirit’s 
prompting we see God’s faithfulness, guidance, blessings, victories and encouragement. 

God deliverance us  “I sought the LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.” (Psalm 
34:4). 
God tests us and leads us out of the wilderness (Deut. 8:2) 
God blesses us “6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the LORD my whole life long.” (Psalm 23:6). 
God give us victory “56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.58Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 
15:56-58). 
God has plans for a future with hope “11For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12Then when you call upon me and come and 
pray to me, I will hear you.13When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart,” 
  (Jer. 29:11-13). 

When we face difficulties, we sometimes forget God's past faithfulness. We see only the detours and the 
dangerous path. But look back and you will also see the joy of victory, the challenge of the climb, and the 
presence of your traveling Companion who has promised never to leave you nor forsake you. 

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from John: 

Almighty God, thank you for the plans You have for my life. You faithfully provide what I need from day to 
day, You deliver me, bless me, give me hope with a future. In You I live and move and have my being. Amen 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, April 27  

Pray 

1 John 4:10 

10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 

“There is nothing you can to do make God love you more! There is nothing you can do to make God love you 
less! His love is Unconditional, Impartial, Everlasting, Infinite, Perfect!” 

(Richard C. Halverson) 
  

The human understanding of love begins and ends with the self. In today’s world we love because it benefits 
me. It is useful only as long as it is convenient. The moment there are difficulties it abandons hope. This isn’t 
love at all it’s a self-absorbed life. 

God showed us what love is, “not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:10) Paul goes further to explain what love is and what it isn’t. Most of all we 
see that love is the essence of who God is and seen in Jesus Christ our Lord. “4Love is patient; love is kind; 
love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never ends.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) Real love is what we see in God 
the Father, who sent His Son that we might be forgiven and live in His presence throughout eternity because 
of the faith given to us through His Holy Spirit in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We see this lived out in Jesus Christ’s life. He always pointed to the Father, (John 12:48-50, Jn. 14:10, Jn.8:38) 
and desired to go to Him in prayer and talk to Him. When it came to the people, He served them. “When he 
saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without 
a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:26) Jesus showed His love for the disciples and called them friends. (John 15:15-17) 
He taught them to serve the servant washing their feet as a sign of His love for them. (John 13:3-17) 

In Jesus we see the love of the Father intervening for our very lives. He helps us to see when we are 
disappointed in this world that His love is perfect and unwavering, unconditional, impartial, everlasting, 
infinite and perfect. What more could we ever want? 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

Almighty God, thank you for showing the depth of You love for us through sending Your Son Jesus Christ. 
Guide us to love as He loved, to point to You rather than ourselves and to serve as He served, that others 
might learn to trust in You. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, April 28 

Romans 1:16 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 
 
On Sunday, four of our youth will be Confirmed. They have attended 3 years of classes, done countless 
homework assignments and sermon notes, and written a statement of their faith. They know the goodness of 
the Lord, and are ready to go forth, unashamed, and proclaim His good news. 
 
Activity 1: Pray for the youth of our congregation- for those that are confirming their faith, for those still 
learning about the goodness of God and coming to realize their faith, and for those too young to understand 
faith, but that have hearts filled to the brim with His love. 
Activity 2: Think back to your Confirmation. What do you remember about that day? How has your faith 
changed since your Confirmation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, April 29  

Study 

Acts 8:29 
29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 

A group of tourists visiting a picturesque village who walked by an old man sitting beside a fence. In a rather 
patronizing way, one tourist asked, "Were any great men born in this village?" The old man replied, "Nope, 
only babies." A frothy question brought a profound answer. There are no instant heroes--whether in this 
world or in the kingdom of God. Growth takes time, (I Timothy 3:6, 5:22) even spiritual leadership must be 
earned. (William C, Shereos) 

“8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?”    (John 3:8-9) 

How the Holy Spirit works in our lives is a bit of a mystery. Ask a meteorologist if they understand everything 
about the weather. I bet they can predict most things, but there are many things concerning the weather that 
remain a mystery. Even Nicodemus wondered, “How can these things be?” (John 8:9) So, it is with the 
movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives. To some it is simply a mystery and they leave it at that. I think of the 
Holy Spirit as an undercover secret agent. You never know where they are or what they are up to, but they are 
working just the same. That’s comforting to me. Knowing that the Holy Spirit is acting is such a way to bring 
about the will of God “Thy will be done.” (Luke 11:2) in and around us even without our knowledge of it 
happening. 

Philip is visited by an angel and told to go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza. So, he starts walking. He obeys what the God has told him to do through an angel. In doing so he is told 
to “Go over to this chariot and join it.” He doesn’t question it; he just does as he’s told. God unfolds his plan as 
he obeys. Then he sees the opportunity. The Ethiopian, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
(The Kandakes of Meroe ruled for 500 years between 260 BC and 320 AD) who was in charge of the whole 
treasury (a man of great stature and importance) is the man Philip is asked to minister to in this place. The 
Ethiopian is reading from Isaiah 53:9, “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 
its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” Then Philip tells him about Jesus who died for His sins 
and the Ethiopian asks to be baptized. Immediately after the Ethiopian is baptized, Philip is whisked away by 
the Holy Spirit and finds himself at Azotus (the modern city Ashdod) about 62 miles from Jerusalem. I don’t 
know how it happened, but “8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 
3:8) Nothing is impossible with God. 

It’s the beginning of the Ethiopian Church. The Christian Church appeared in the first Century in Aksum, 
Ethiopia according to recent archeological digs. (Lawler, Andrew, 2019, December 10, Church Unearthed in 
Ethiopia Rewrites the History of Christianity in Africa. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/church-
unearthed-ethiopia-rewrites-history-christianity-africa-180973740/) It started with one man listening to God 
directed by the Holy Spirit. Imagine what He is doing everyday as we are called to follow Him. 

When the Holy Spirit moves, it best to listen and move with Him. 

Almighty God, work in my life today that I might see Your Holy Spirit at work in my life and that I would 
listen and respond to Your guidance. Teach me to trust in You. Amen 

https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=VxPQKYL7tza_fD8BrCBN6w3kX42DHJh_D7PKvulomaqY_cI0jAnZCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5zbWl0aHNvbmlhbm1hZy5jb20vaGlzdG9yeS9jaHVyY2gtdW5lYXJ0aGVkLWV0aGlvcGlhLXJld3JpdGVzLWhpc3RvcnktY2hyaXN0aWFuaXR5LWFmcmljYS0xODA5NzM3NDAv
https://exchange.charter-business.net/owa/redir.aspx?REF=VxPQKYL7tza_fD8BrCBN6w3kX42DHJh_D7PKvulomaqY_cI0jAnZCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5zbWl0aHNvbmlhbm1hZy5jb20vaGlzdG9yeS9jaHVyY2gtdW5lYXJ0aGVkLWV0aGlvcGlhLXJld3JpdGVzLWhpc3RvcnktY2hyaXN0aWFuaXR5LWFmcmljYS0xODA5NzM3NDAv


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, April 30 

Hymn:  Rise, Shine You People 

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-2 ~  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. See, 

darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory 

appears over you.” 

History:  When looking at the history of this hymn, it was neat to discover it was written by a Wisconsin native.  

Ronald Allan Klug, was born June 26, 1939 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Klug was educated at Dr. Martin Luther 

College, New Ulm, Minnesota (BS 1962). He taught at St. Matthew Lutheran School, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 

(1962-65); performed graduate work at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee (1965-68); was an advertising 

copyrighter at Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri (1968-69); was an editor at Augsburg Publishing 

House (1970-76); and taught English at the American School, Fort Dauphin, Madagascar. [1] “Rise Shine You 

People” was written by Ronald Klug after a colleague at Augsburg Publishing House requested that he write a 

hymn for the Epiphany season.  It was the above verse from Isaiah that inspired the hymn. [2] 

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered  

Our human story; God in him is centered.  

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,  

With grace unbounded.  

 

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;  

He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.  

All men and women, who by guilt are driven,  

Now are forgiven.  

 

3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,  

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.  

To all the world go out and tell the story  

Of Jesus' glory.  

 

4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.  

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.  

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation  

God's new creation. 

 

© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission through 

OneLicense.net #A-738182. 

 

Devotion:   When I reflect on the words, “rise” and “shine”, I can’t help but think of the song I sang in Sunday 

school as a child… “So, rise and shine and give God your glory, glory”, complete with hand jive movements. It 

was truly a celebratory song that we sang with great enthusiasm.  Then when I became a mom, it was not 

unusual for me to wake my children up each morning with the greeting of “rise and shine” in the morning.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2060:1%E2%80%932&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2060:1%E2%80%932&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2060:1%E2%80%932&version=ESV


These words, whether sung or spoken, seem to provoke joy and happiness in me.  As we look more into the 

lyrics of this hymn, we can see more spiritual references which give us reason to celebrate. In stanza two, we 

can see the reference to the gospel of Luke 4.  In this scripture, Jesus read the scroll from Isaiah 42: “The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4: 18-19) Jesus surely provides so much for us 

in life.  As Michael Krentz from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia says, “We are able to ‘rise’ 

when Jesus lifts us up.  In baptism, we rise with Christ—or better, we are raised with Christ. We do not, under 

our own power, rise. God, in Christ, raises us. And then, washed clean by the waters of baptism, our faces, our 

bodies, our whole selves shine.” [3] Therefore, as the hymn states, rise, shine, and be grateful for God taking 

on human form in order to save us. “Rise and shine” are truly words that help us celebrate the wonderful gifts 

we are given through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Go and tell the world the story of Jesus’ glory!! 

 

Prayer:  Gracious God.  We are truly grateful for all that You provide.  We thank You for raising us up through 

holy baptism and the eternal life we are promised through the resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Help us 

to rise and shine each day and share the good news of Your glory with everyone we meet so that Your light 

shines brightly in and through us every day.  In Your name we pray.  AMEN.  

 

 

Sources:   

[1] www.hymnary.org 

[2] www.stjohnsfc.org/ministries/worship/1367-rise-shine-you-people                             

[3]www.cuchicago.edu/academics/centers-of-excellence/center-for-church-music/devotions-on-the-hymn-of-

the-day/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, May 1 

Prepare for Worship 

John 15:7 

7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 

I think our first reaction to this verse is to try to explain what Jesus really means. We think to ourselves, “Well, 
that just sounds too good. Jesus can’t really mean ‘ask for whatever you wish.’” We realize that Jesus isn’t 
making himself some sort of genie with unlimited wishes and we brush these words aside! But this is a 
wonderful promise from our Lord Jesus. None of this would be possible apart from the work of the Holy Spirit, 
but the Father and the Son have given us the Spirit! The Spirit makes us abide in Christ and fills us with his 
word. By the Spirit, we come to the Lord in confidence knowing that he has every intention to hear our 
prayers, teach us to pray, and answer the prayer that he has given us! This is the God we come to worship. 
The one who has made our success a certainty when it comes to prayer. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you have done so much so that we might have confidence as we come to 
you in prayer. We wouldn’t come to you if you hadn’t first reached out to us with the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Now, you welcome and cherish our prayers and cannot wait to provide for us. Meet us in worship 
tomorrow, we pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, May 2  

Praise 

Psalm 22:30-31 

30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and[m] proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. 

In our gospel reading, Jesus has been talking about the relationship he wishes to have with his disciples (not 
just the 12, but us too!). It’s a close and vital relationship like a vine has with its branches. So, he goes on to 
say, “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit,” (John 15:8). When a branch is connected to the 
vine, it will bear fruit in its season! As we follow Jesus, there are many seasons and much fruit to be gathered! 
But our Psalm highlights a very important fruit in our relationship with God. “Future generations will be told 
about the Lord.” This has happened in our families. This is happening now in our congregation. This will 
happen for “a people yet unborn.” We have a word to share about this Jesus who has been risen from the 
dead for our sake. God will cause the increase as we abide in the vine. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we know what Christ has done for our sake. He was crucified and handed 
over to death so that he could be raised from the dead on the third day. You have given us people in our lives 
that we love and that need to hear the gospel! Father, help our branches to bear fruit for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14236m

