
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, April 19  

Listen 

Acts 4:10 

10 …let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 

A little while ago, we heard about the man who was healed from being lame. He went about leaping and 
dancing and shouting as he made his way into the temple, praising God. Peter and John were there when the 
man was healed, but it wasn’t Peter or John who healed this man. Peter knew this as he was commanding the 
man to be healed, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (Acts 3:6). Jesus Christ was the 
one who healed this man. Once this lame man was able to use his legs again, there was no stopping him from 
spreading the news about Jesus. We hear this and we are overjoyed at the power of Jesus Christ in our lives. 
The Jewish priests hear about it and they were, “greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead,” (Acts 4:2). Jesus has been given power and authority 
over everything. When some people hear about it, they are annoyed—maybe that has been us at one time or 
another! But this is truly good news, especially for those of us who have tasted the freedom that Christ’s 
resurrection brings. 

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Mark: 

Have you ever been offended by the good news? 

Do you know of anyone who has been offended by the good news? 

How do you handle people who don’t want to hear about Jesus? Is it similar or different to how Peter responds 
in Acts 4? 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, April 20  

Pray 

John 10:16 

16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

You might have noticed a transition that all of the gospel writers highlight. In one way or another, the Jewish 
people are central to the gospel story. But every gospel writer transitions their focus from the Jewish people 
to the gentiles and the nations by the end of their gospel. It is very clear here in John’s gospel that Jesus has 
his eye on those outside of the Jewish fold or flock. Jesus is thinking about the gentiles, the whole rest of the 
world. How will they get in on being a part of the flock? How will their lives come to be led by this Shepherd? 
Jesus puts it very simply, “they will listen to my voice.” It’s truly a blessing to have words from Jesus! It’s how 
we’ve become sheep of his pasture and its how others will be brought into the fold as well. All we have to do 
is quote Jesus. We just have to repeat what he’s already said so that someone can hear the voice of Christ. 
This is the very thing that creates faith. 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

Sometimes the Gospel offends us. 

We become a sheep of our Shepherd by hearing his voice. 

If someone is going to hear, then someone else has to be speaking. If nothing is spoken, then nothing is heard. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we ask that your words would be spoken 
by your Church so that others might be brought into the Shepherd’s care. We ask that you would guide and 
lead our pastors so that they would have everything they need to minister to your flock. Help us too to have a 
word from Jesus on our lips so that others might hear the gospel, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, April 21 

1 John 3:18-23 

18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If 

our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear 

friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything 

we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in 

the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 

 

The adage goes that “actions speak louder than words”. That is exactly what verse 18 says. It is not enough to 

use our words to express our love- our love for God and for one another, but our actions must coincide with 

those words.  Essentially, John is challenging us to live the way that God wants us to live. We do so, because 

God has commanded it. 

 

Write verse 18 in your Bible journal for this week’s entry. 

 

After reading this verse, look at yourself in the mirror and touch your hand to your heart. Watch yourself as 

you repeat verse 18: “…let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth”. Now close your 

eyes and repeat the words. As you hear yourself say those words, think about the action that you can take to 

love and live the way that God has commanded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, April 22 

Study 

1 John 3:24 

24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

John continues to teach us about this new relationship we have with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
At the beginning of his letter, John is talking about “fellowship.” We have a real, intimate relationship with our 
Heavenly Father and we have a deep relationship with one another because God has made us all his children. 
Now, John is leading his readers to get something stuck in their head like the tune of a popular song you just 
can’t stop singing. He’s leading his readers in thinking carefully about salvation and being a child of God. He’s 
giving us something to chew on like a cow chewing cud. He’s told us about what’s true, God is Light and we 
have fellowship with him and one another. Now he tells us to “abide.” “Let what you heard from the 
beginning abide in you,” (1 John 2:24). 

We see now, that abiding has something to do with obedience. Now, what do you think John is telling these 
Christians to obey? Is it one of the Ten Commandments? Is it something from Jesus’ teaching about loving our 
enemy? Is it the golden rule that we are “to treat others as we would like to be treated”? No! It’s 
not just something we do. This is what John says, “this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us,” (1 John 3:23). His commands are not 
just about what we do, but about what we believe! Our love and belief are connected like branches on a vine. 

Belief in Jesus Christ the Son of God brings us into a relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus 
encouraged his disciples in this way, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing,” (John 15:5). A branch can’t do what it 
was made for unless it is connected to the vine! Once we are connected to the vine through faith in Jesus 
Christ, we are moved by the vine to move and grow where the vine wishes us to move and grow. Once we are 
children of the God of Love, we can’t help but be loving children. Believe and Love, this is what Christ has 
commanded us to do. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are so thankful that we have heard a word from you and you have 
made us your own. We are now sheep of your pasture and branches in your vineyard. Continue to nurture us 
so that we grow into loving and lovely people who believe in Jesus Christ, we pray in his name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, April 23 

Hymn:  How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 

Scripture: John 10:11-18 

History: “When John Newton was ordained a curate of Olney Parish in Buckinghamshire, England, after a hard 

past of working as a sailor and slave trader, he gave particular attention to ministering to the people in ways 

that went above and beyond the weekly worship service. He began arranging spiritual gatherings during the 

week: one on Thursday afternoons for children, where he would explain the Scriptures to them “in their own 

little way,” and one in the evenings for adults to allow for extemporaneous prayer and teaching.  For these 

meetings Newton began to compose little bits of verse to be sung, probably as a way to summarize and impress 

the Scripture lessons on the minds and hearts of his congregants. Eventually Newton composed over 200 of 

these hymns and combined them with 68 more from his friend William Cowper to publish Olney Hymns. The 

book became quite popular in England and America as it captured the spirit and theology of the Evangelical 

revival that was happening in those days through the ministries of George Whitefield, the Wesleys, and many 

others.  The hymn “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” was published in Olney Hymns under the title “The 

Name of Jesus.” It was based on Song of Solomon 1.” [1] Your anointing oils are fragrant; your name is oil 

poured out; (vs. 3) 

1- How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer's ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

And drives away all fear. 

 

2- It makes the wounded spirit whole 

And calms the heart's unrest; 

'Tis manna to the hungry soul 

And to the weary, rest. 

 

3- Dear name! The rock on which I build, 

My shield and hiding place; 

My never-failing treasury, filled 

With boundless stores of grace. 

 

4- By thee my prayers acceptance gain 

Although with sin defiled. 

The devil charges me in vain, 

And I am owned a child. 

 

5- O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 

My Prophet, Priest, and King, 

My Lord, my Life, my way, my end, 

Accept the praise I bring. 

 

 

 

6- How weak thee effort of my heart, 

How cold my warmest thought; 

But when I see thee as thou art, 

I'll praise thee as I ought. 

 

7- Till then I would thy love proclaim 

With every fleeting breath; 

And may the music of thy name 

Refresh my soul in death! 

 

 



Devotion:  If we look at the words to this song, especially the first two stanzas, we see how the song of Solomon 

was the inspiration for this text.  Newton compared perfume, with its sweet fragrance and healing properties, 

to the name of Jesus, which "soothes" and "heals."  But as we continue to read, we see what Jesus also provides 

for us. He is our “rock”, our “shield and hiding place”, and “our never-failing treasury”.  Additionally, verse 5 

captures the quintessence of Christ’s images: “O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, my Prophet, Priest, and King, 

my Lord, my Life, my way, my end.”  This is quite an all-encompassing depiction of truly what our Savior IS for 

us!  In the gospel this week, Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.” (John 10:14-15).  Jesus was 

exactly this.  As our Shepherd, He gave His life for us so that we might have eternal life in Him.  So not only is He 

our protector, guardian and friend here on Earth, He is our King.  He has prepared a place for all of us in Heaven 

so that we may live in salvation with Him for eternity. May we sing His praises forever! 

 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus.  We thank you for leading, guiding, and protecting us throughout our lives.  You are truly 

the great Shepherd who laid down His life for Your sheep.  We praise You for Your grace and forgiveness, and 

we pray You continue to shepherd our lives so that we may love and worship You!  AMEN. 

 

Sources: [1] /www.challies.com/articles/hymn-stories-how-sweet-the-name-of-jesus-sounds/ 

                 Hymnary.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, April 24 

Prepare for Worship 

Psalm 23:6 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

    my whole life long. 

Kids like to race, and be chased after. It’s thrilling to hear the shrieks of laughter as a child runs around the 

house chased by another child. Here in Psalm 23:6 God doesn’t follow one of God’s children like a puppy dog. 

God chases after them in hot pursuit, that they may know His loving kindness in so many blessings and that He 

provides for all of our needs.  

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” A closer translation to the Hebrew is: 

(Surely) the Hebrew word ak: It is firmly established and a certainty that  

(goodness) the Hebrew word tob: which implies all that is good, pleasurable, beautiful, bounteous, 

cheerfulness,  

(mercy) the Hebrew word chesed: loving kindness and provision, to bow someone’s head 

shall (follow) the Hebrew word radaph: chase me down all the days of my life. 

And I shall (dwell) the Hebrew word  yashab: sit, or settle down like returning home, reside 

“It is firmly established and certain that all that is good, pleasurable, beautiful, bounteous (in the Lord) and 

God’s loving kindness and provision shall chase me down all the days of my life. I will settle down reside in the 

house of the LORD” (Psalm 23:6) 

Imagine it. God pursues you all the days of your life with all that is good and God’s loving kindness as He 

provides for all of your needs. He will make a place for you in His house that you may reside there at home in 

His presence for all of eternity. All this He does because He is Your Shepherd and loves you. 

Almighty God, in a world of uncertainty, thank you that our life with You is certain. You chase after us that 

Your loving kindness and provision will be with us all the days of my life and forever. Teach me to trust in 

You day to day. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, April 25 

Praise 

John 10:14 

14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me… 

If we lived in Jerusalem, we would understand the importance of the Shepherd’s call. 

“During the riots in Palestine in the middle thirties a village near Haifa was punished by having its sheep and 

cattle confiscated by the Government. The owners of the sheep and cattle were allowed to repurchase their 

livestock at a fixed price. An orphan shepherd boy, whose six or eight sheep and goats were all he had in the 

world for life and work. Somehow, had the money to purchase them back. He went to the big enclosure where 

the animals were penned, offering his money to the British sergeant in charge. 

 

The Non-Commissioned Officer told him he was welcome to take his sheep and goats, but among the 

hundreds of sheep, goats and cattle in the pen, he’d never find his “little flock.” The little shepherd walked 

into the pen near the gate and gave his shepherd’s call. To the amazement of the Officer the boy’s own sheep 

separated from the rest of the animals and followed him out of the pen. “I am the Good Shepherd I know my 

own and my own know me.” (John 10:14) (Eric F. F. Bishop, Jesus of Palestine, (London: Lutterworth, 1955), 

pp. 297-98)  

 

We underestimate who God is, what He has accomplished and what He is able to do in our lives. We need to 

realize God’s thoughts are beyond our understanding. (Isaiah 55:8-9) He pursues us with His loving Kindness 

and provides for all of our needs. He knows us better than we will ever know ourselves and He still loves us. 

It’s His voice that we should be attentive to everyday. It’s God who calls us His children, Jesus who has 

forgiven us our sins and the Holy Spirit who teaches us to listen to His voice. “Christ is all in all.” (Colossians 

3:11) He is our shepherd and there’s no one else we’d follow. 

 

Almighty God, Your wisdom is beyond our understanding, yet You desire us to know You in every aspect of 

our lives. Through the Holy Spirit help us to listen to Your voice that we might know the fullness of Your 

blessings that come to us every day. Amen 
 

 

 


