
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, April 12 

Listen 

Luke 24:39 

39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have. 

“Reality is the leading cause of stress among those who are in touch with reality.” 
(C. Everett Koop, U.S. Surgeon General, U.S. News and World Report, January 9, 1989) 

  

We have to deal with reality every day, sometimes it causes stress, sometimes comfort. After the wind 
storm/tornado in Eau Clarie of 1980, when people arrived home to see that their houses were still in tack and 
trees were strewn all around their houses and in the streets. Many people breathed a sigh of relief. When 
others saw the devastation that had been caused and it created anxiety and fear. Still others went to their 
garages and got out their chainsaws and went to work. 

When Jesus rose from the dead and showed Himself to the disciples, the first thing He said was, “Peace be 
with you.” (Luke 24:36) It was a normal greeting in Hebrew, Shalom aleykhem. Shalom aleykhem was said not 
only as a greeting, but also when someone was wronged, like a lamb was taken from them, that person was 
lacking one thing and no longer whole and complete. So, the person who took the lamb would have to give a 
lamb to the person wronged to make restitution and make them whole and complete again. When restitution 
had been made, they would say, “Shalom aleykhem.” “May you have everything you need to be whole and 
complete.” 

When Jesus came into the room and stood among them, He said, “Peace be with you.” (Luke 24:36) May you 
have everything you need to be whole and complete. Which they did now that Jesus was alive! But they still 
didn’t understand, “They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.” (Luke 
24:37) Jesus had to help them to understand. He dealt with their fears and doubts. He showed the disciples his 
flesh and bones, His hands and His feet, and then He ate with them. Next, He opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures beginning with the law of Moses, going on to the prophets, and the Psalms. 
Everything had to be fulfilled so that they could be “whole and complete.” That doesn’t always take away our 
fear and bring peace. For the disciples it meant there was more to do. He calls them to be witnesses of what 
they have seen and heard. 

 We have been given a wonderful gift through faith in Jesus Christ. We have been made “whole and 
complete.” We can have a peace in this world, even though the world is so unpredictable. Jesus walks into our 
life and says, “Peace be with you.” Making us realize that with Christ’s presence we lack nothing. 

 Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Luke: 

   

Almighty God, help me to look at all the things in my life and to realize that You are the one who has made 
me whole and complete. Give me peace where there is strife, understanding where there are questions and 
healing where there is pain. Help me to get to work and tell others what You have done. Amen 
 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, April 13 

Pray 

1 John 3:1a 

3 1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 

Our love has limits on this earth. We say we love someone and sometimes we use tough love to protect 
ourselves. We limit what we will do for one another placing conditions on our love because we’re afraid of 
being hurt or bothered. Have you ever seen a mother with her newborn in public? You’ll see a mother giving 
their baby the love and attention it needs, carefully attending to them. 

I dawned on me that the love that Jesus Christ has given us knows no boundaries. There is nothing that He 
wouldn’t do for you. Even when we walk away from Him, Jesus pursues us. When you are angry at God, He 
works continually to show us the depth of His love for us through others. He knows just how much space we 
need and that he might draw us back to Him. That’s love. 

“People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 
sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come 
to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in 
his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. (Mark 10:13-16) 

We enter into faith as little children. No profound theology or understanding, just faith in who Jesus Christ 
is. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) I still remember Evelyn Henninger 
standing up to give a stewardship announcement. She started with, “Now I want you young people to listen to 
me.” Pastor Rolf said, “Evelyn (who was 101 years old at the time) they all are younger than you.” Our 
Heavenly Father is infinitely older, wiser, and the very origin and essence of Love itself. We are like little 
newborns compared to Him whether we are eight months old or eighty years old. He knows our every 
weakness, or struggles, concerns and frustrations. He knows how we fail time and time again and still He loves 
us. That’s amazing! 

Paul encourages us to lift all others up in prayer and to seek to be a servant of them. “…seek to do good to 
one another and to everyone. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise 
prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:15b-22) 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

  

(Feel free to end your prayer in this way) 

Almighty God, I may never understand the depth of Your love for me, but thank You for calling me Your 
child. Teach me to pray for others and love them as You have loved me. Amen 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, April 14 

Today’s entry into our Bible journal is a cryptogram. Each picture represents a letter. Use the key to fill in the 
blanks below to find out today’s Bible verse.  You can either print this and tape it into your journal or just write 
the answer in your journal and reflect on the verse. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, April 15 

Study 

Luke 24:45 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures… 

Imagine what it must have been like to hear Jesus tell the disciples that all the Scriptures were fulfilled 
through what He, Jesus the Messiah had done through His ministry, death and resurrection. It would leave you 
in awe. The disciples thought an earthly King from the line of David would make a New Covenant with the 
people of Israel and would establish His rule and throne forever. There would be no end to it, (all of the future 
kings would come from that genetic line). We will never know what scriptures Jesus pointed to as he taught 
the disciples, but we do see the Old Testament Scriptures fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

“24My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall follow my 
ordinances and be careful to observe my statutes. 25They shall live in the land that I gave to my servant 
Jacob, in which your ancestors lived; they and their children and their children’s children shall live there 
forever; and my servant David shall be their prince forever. 26I will make a covenant of peace with them; it 
shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, and will set my 
sanctuary among them forevermore. 27My dwelling place shall be with them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.” (Ezekiel 37:25-27) 

He would shepherd His people, Israel. One shepherd over all the people. They were to keep His 
commandments. (John 14:21, Matt. 28:20) They would live in the land that was promised to them. Peace 
would reign over them and they would be blessed. (Matt.28:18, Matt. 28:20b) The Temple would be within 
them through the Holy Spirit 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that 
I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:25-27) 

There are other scriptures that were fulfilled: 

The Messiah would be Resurrected  Psalm 16:8-11  Acts 13:35-37 
The Messiah establish a new Covenant   

Jeremih 31:31 Matt. 26:28, Lk.22:20, 2 Cor. 3:6, Heb. 8:6-13, 9:15, 12:24 
The Messiah would be forsaken and pierced, not vindicated 

Psalm 22:1-31  Mat. 27:35,39,43-44,46 Mk. 15:34, Jn 19:23-24, Heb. 2:11-12 
The Messiah would be the rejected cornerstone 

Psalm 118:22-24 Mk. 12:10-11, Acts 4:9-12, Eph. 2:20, 1 Peter 2:6-8 
The Messiah would be born of a virgin  Isaiah 7:14  Matt. 1:22-23, Lk. 1:31-35 
The Messiah would be the Suffering Servant   Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Matt. 8:16-17, 20:28, 26:28, 27:59-60, 
Mk.14:24, Lk 22:20, Jn.12:27-38, Acts 8:32-35, Rm. 10:16, Heb. 9:28, 1 Pet. 2L21-25 

(from Jews for Jesus, The Top 40 Messianic Prophecies) 
  

There are so many more prophecies that Jesus fulfilled. All that was promised in the Messiah was 
accomplished. He is King of kings and Lord of lords. (1 Tim. 6:15) I know He can handle everything, from the 
littlest concern in my life to the insurmountable problems. He is there to direct and guide me and intervene. 
He has given you the Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. Is there 
anything He can’t do? (That’s rhetorical, but the answer is no.) In Christ we find peace. 
 Almighty God, forgive me when I don’t think You understand or don’t care about my life. Help me to see the 
fulfillment of all that You have promised and to live with Your peace and guidance as my shepherd. Amen 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, April 16 

Hymn Devotion:  The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done 

Scripture: Luke 24:45-46 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: 
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day.  (v.45,46) 

History: Sometime around 1595, an obscure monk in a German cloister labored over five Latin verses of a new 

Easter hymn which began, Finita iam sunt proelia [Now the battles are finished]. This anonymous poem was 

published in a 1695 hymn collection in Cologne, Germany. 

In 1859, a scholarly English clergyman named Francis Pott was digging through medieval Latin texts looking for 

fresh material to translate for Anglican worship. Struck by the rugged exuberance of Finita iam sunt proelia, he 

created a strikingly memorable set of English verses from it. In 1861, Pott published “The Strife Is O’er” in 

Hymns Fitted to the Order of Common Prayer.  Pott also helped in the preparation of the first Anglican hymnal, 

Hymns Ancient & Modern. William Henry Monk, the esteemed music editor of the hymnal (known today as the 

composer of “Abide with Me”), was fascinated by Pott’s translation and cobbled together a tune for it. First, 

he composed a prelude for the triple “Alleluia,” then inserted the lyric phrases, and rounded out the song by 

repeating the third “Alleluia” from the prelude.  The resulting hymn was published in Hymns Ancient & 

Modern and, to this day, remains an Easter favorite across the English-speaking world. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1 The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
Now is the victor's triumph won! 
Now be the song of praise begun. 
Alleluia! 

2 The pow'rs of death have done their worst, 
But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
Alleluia! 

3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 
He rises glorious from the dead. 
All glory to our risen head! 
Alleluia! 

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 
The bars from heav'n's high portals fell. 
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. 
Alleluia! 

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded you, 
From death's sting free your servants too, 
That we may live and sing to you, 
Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



Devotion:  Hymnologist, Austin Lovelace, described this song as “a poor hymn which has ridden to success on 

the coattails of a fine tune” However, there is also something very profound and triumphant about the text 

which Lovelace seems to miss - the sense of finality. “It is finished.” Author, Albert Bailey, in his book (The 

Gospel in Hymns © 1954) writes, “The words present the theological statement that the Crucifixion was a 

contest between Christ and the devil’s legions, in which Christ won. This is proved by the fact that Christ did 

not stay dead” Christ rose and brought new life, and in so doing, through his declaration, “It is finished,” was 

also saying, “IT HAS ALL JUST BEGUN!!” The finality of this text is the finality of newness. It is the realization 

that we are continually being made new, that Creation is continually being restored, and that every day we are 

called to life anew with Christ. Alleluia. What a song of victory that is! 

 

Prayer:  Resurrected Savior.  We praise You and thank You for conquering death and declaring “It is finished”, 

knowing that You have fought the battle for us and won. From death's sting You freed us. May we live and sing 

our praises to You.  ALLELUIA!!! AMEN!! 

 

Sources:  hymnary.org 

                pilgrimministry.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, April 17 

Prepare for Worship 

Acts 3:16 

16 And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 
faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

There was a man who was born lame, he couldn’t walk. He was carried to the entrance of the temple every 
day. Through the command of faith in Jesus Christ, he was made well. His nickname in town would have had 
to change immediately because, “he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and 
leaping and praising God,” (Acts 3:8). He was no longer going to be “Lame man.” Now, they would have to call 
him “Leaping Man,” or “Dancing Man.” Sometimes God heals us in a small way at the same time he heals us in 
a big way. The most miraculous healing comes when he gives us faith. This instills an eternal life in us that will 
never die. But God is happy to sometimes heal in a small way here on earth to remind us of the joy that is 
waiting for us all in eternity with him. It was a small thing for God to turn “Lame Man” into “Dancing Man.” At 
the same time, it wasn’t a small thing for the man who could finally walk and dance. His legs weren’t the only 
issue God was working on. Because something changed with the things that he was saying. Before he was 
healed, the only thing people heard from him was, “Do you have any alms for the poor?” (Acts 3:3, 5, 10). Now 
that he was given faith, he was bursting with praise, (Acts 3:8, 9). This is what God has done for us. And if you 
don’t feel it just yet, you wait. God is going to come along and tell you, “Get up, I’ve healed you! You’re free 
and I will take care of every need! I will address every worry! Look at what Jesus has done for you and trust in 
me. I won’t be surprised if you feel like dancing…” 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we praise you for how you have healed the “Lame Man” making him into 
the “Dancing Man.” Remind us of how you have healed our hearts through faith in Jesus Christ that we might 
be sustained in joy as we wait for the resurrection. In Jesus name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, April 18 

Praise 

Psalms 4:8 

8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace; 
    for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. 

If I have heard anything from people lately it’s that they lie down and are unable to sleep! This psalm isn’t 
meant to condemn us as if we have misbehaved and misplaced the peace of God. No! This psalm is here 
exactly because we have sleepless nights and are in need of God to give rest to our weary souls. Apart from 
this Scripture, how are we to even think that night time is meant for sleep instead of anxiety? But we’ve been 
given this prayer so that we might lean on a promise from God for every need—including good sleep. God has 
included us all in on the most important thing he has ever done. He has given us the good news about Jesus 
Christ. This isn’t something that has more to do with a heavenly or spiritual life then it does with this earthy, 
physical life. Jesus was resurrected with a body! He ate meals with his disciples after rising from the dead! God 
cares about this earthly life that we live. He doesn’t just tell us to believe and figure out the rest on our own. 
It’s not like reserving time at an all-inclusive hotel that insists you figure out transportation on your own! No, 
Jesus came so that our lives here and now might be transformed by faith. Sleep is no small gift from the Lord. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are thankful that you really do care for our lives. As we come to 
receive life from you again, we ask that our praise would overflow into peace. That hearing Jesus has been 
reason for the dead would make us confident that you care about these down to earth lives that we’re living in 
Jesus Christ, Amen 

 

 


