
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, May 14 

Hymn:  Give to Our God Immortal Praise 

Scripture:  Psalm 136 

History:  Give to our God Immortal Praise was written by Issac Watts (1674-1748).  Watts was an English 

Christian minister (Congregational), hymn writer, theologian, and logician. He was a prolific and popular hymn 

writer and is credited with some 750 hymns. He is recognized as the "Godfather of English Hymnody"; many of 

his hymns remain in use today and have been translated into numerous languages. [1] It is as a writer of 

psalms and hymns that he is everywhere known. Some of his hymns were written to be sung after his 

sermons, giving expression to the meaning of the text upon which he had preached. [2]   

 

Devotion: The text to our hymn is based on  Psalm 136. O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 

steadfast love endures forever. (v.1)  This song expresses praise to God because of His greatness and what He 

has done. But the thought of singing praises in difficult and trying times is not the first thing we all think to do.  

How many times have we tried to solve our problems or overcome some adversity or sadness on our own and 

we just seem to become more down?  When the pandemic started, the small group which my husband and I 

are a part of looked at the scripture of Philippians 4:4-7:  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. These words are 

much like that of Psalm 136 as they encourage us to give praise and thanks to God in ALL situations. I began 

saying the words, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice” whenever I felt frustrated, sad, upset, 

etc. It changed my feelings from within and gave me a whole different outlook. When I sing praises to the 

Lord, my spirits are lifted and my focus shifts from my problems to the great Problem Solver. It is truly amazing 

how any difficult situation we may face becomes much easier if we remember to turn to God in thanksgiving 

for all He provides for us. Truly His steadfast love endures forever and His peace keeps our hearts and minds in 

Him. 

 

1 Give to our God immortal praise! 

Mercy and truth are all his ways; 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

Repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

2 He sent his Son with pow'r to save 

From guilt and darkness and the grave. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

Repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

3 Give to the Lord of lords renown; 

The King of kings with glory crown. 

His mercies ever shall endure 

When lords and kings are known no more! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+136&version=RSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+136&version=RSV


Prayer:  Dear God.  To You we give our praise not only for all You do for us physically and spiritually, but what 

You promise for us eternally. Help us to remember to turn to You with rejoicing so that in every situation You 

can lift us up and help us through our trials.  It is truly through Your power that we are blessed, and we know 

Your mercies endure forever. AMEN. 
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