
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, May 10 

Listen 

John 17:15 

15 I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 

In the 1980’s an American engineer John P. Allen was the director of Space Biospheres Ventures. In the 
Biosphere they tried to grow trees, but an interesting thing transpired. They would grow to only a certain 
height and then they’d fall over. The root system didn’t continue to develop at the same rate as the tree trunk 
and branches so it would topple over. In another study done by Nicoll and Ray, Forestry Commission Research 
Division in Scotland, UK, 1995 they found that wind is essential to the development of a strong trunk and root 
system to support the tree. 

Trees like people actually need challenges and difficulties to grow strong and weather the storms of life. It’s 
nothing new. We’d like to protect our loved ones from ever having to deal with pain or disappointment, but 
then they wouldn’t grow and learn to weather the storms of life. “4Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4) God 
promises that He is with us through the darkest valley. He is there to comfort us. 

In John 17:11-16 Jesus asks the Father to protect His disciples four times. He asks that God protect them in the 
name He gave Him, in the name of Jesus. Jesus protected them while he was with them, but now He asks God 
to protect them from the evil one. That doesn’t mean that they had to go through difficult times. Paul and 
Silas were thrown in prison for casting out a spirit from a female slave who made money for her owners 
through fortune-telling. Yet Paul and Silas were severely flogged, thrown in prison, placed in the inner cell and 
their feet were fastened in stocks. What did Paul and Silas do, they were praying and singing hymns to God as 
the other prisoners listened to them. Then a violent earthquake shook the foundations of the prison and the 
prison doors opened and their chains fell off. (Acts 16:16-29) The jailer woke up and thought the prisoners had 
escaped and Paul shouted don’t harm yourself. The jailer called for the lights and rushed in fell before Paul 
and Silas trembling and asked them, “Sirs (lords showing honor and respect), what must I do to be saved? 
Jesus doesn’t ask that we have an easy life, or a life without difficulty. He protects us from the evil one (the 
devil), that His will would be carried out in the world. Jesus says, “They do not belong to the world, just as I do 
not belong to the world.” (John 17:16) Jesus is there to protect you and guide you. 

I’ll never forget my older brother Stephen on the first day of High School he said, “If someone tries to pick a 
fight with you or gets on your case, tell him your Steve Irgens brother and they won’t bother you, they know 
who I am.” I knew by brother had my back. 

Jesus Christ has your back. Not even the evil one will harm you. He calls you by name and says this is my child. 
This is the one whom we serve, others tremble at His name, but to us, He is our Savior, Lord and friend. 

Almighty God, thank you that in Jesus name you protect me from all the things that wish to harm me, and 
when I am tested, I know you are there with me every step of the way. Guide me to trust in You and not be 
afraid. Amen 

 


