
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, April 9 

Hymn Devotion:  Breathe on Me, Breath of God (by Edwin Hatch) 

Scripture:  John 20:19-31 

History: Edwin Hatch (1835-1889), the writer of this hymn, was a very educated man. He could 

string together sentences filled with polysyllabic words. He was a distinguished lecturer in 

ecclesiastical history at Oxford and a professor of classics at Trinity College in Quebec, Canada. 

His lectures “On the Organization of Early Christian Churches” were translated into German by 

the noted theologian Harnack. Few other English theologians had won European recognition for 

original research. But, when it came to expressing his faith, Edwin was “as simple and 

unaffected as a child”. [1] 

 

1 Breathe on me, breath of God; 

Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love all that you love 

And do what you would do. 

 

2 Breathe on me, breath of God, 

Until my heart is pure, 

Until with you I will one will 

To do and to endure. 

 

3 Breathe on me, breath of God; 

So shall I never die, 

But live with you the perfect life 

Of your eternity. 
 

Devotion: When you reflect on this hymn, you will see that the words are simplistic and almost 

all one syllable words.  However, even in their simplicity, they carry such a profound meaning. 

In Genesis, we see the power of God’s breath at creation:, God breathed and man “became a 

living being” (Gen. 2:7). Then, in the Holy Gospel, Jesus appears to His disciples after His 

resurrection and speaks these words:  “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am 

sending you.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)  

 

This was a time of doubt and fear for the disciples.  But God showed his power once again 

through Jesus' resurrection.  Through our faith in Jesus, the breath of God brings spiritual life 



and power. This power of the Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is alive in us as well.  

The Gospel ends with these words in verses 30 and 31:  The disciples saw Jesus do many other 

miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book.  But these are written so that 

you may continue to believe[c] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 

believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.  As believers, these words Christ 

shared with His disciples apply to us too.  Let us go forth with the breath of the Holy Spirit, 

sharing love and forgiveness throughout our Creator’s world.   

Prayer:  Dear God.  We thank You for the breath You breathed into man at creation and for the 

breath of the Holy Spirit breathed into us through the resurrection of Jesus. Guide us in our 

lives as we share Your love with others and live out our lives in faith through Your risen Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 

 

Source: [1] https://thescottspot.wordpress.com 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A19-31&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26864c

