
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, April 8  

Study 

1 John 1:3 

 3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

One of our Gospels was written by the same John that has written 1, 2, and 3 John. We don’t have to wonder 
why John wrote his gospel because it was written, “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name,” (John 20:31). This group of Christians who receive 
three more letters from John would have been familiar with the gospel that John preached. But he doesn’t 
mind reminding his brothers and sisters in the faith, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life,” (1 John 5:13). So, throughout this first follow 
up letter to these Christians, John keeps bringing up “fellowship.” He wants to have fellowship with his 
readers, he wants them to have fellowship with one another, and he wants them to have fellowship with God. 

We are more used to using the word “relationship” to talk about what John is after by using the word 
“fellowship.” Eugene Peterson once said that another word for faith is between, “It’s what’s between you and 
I, us and God. You can’t see it, but you can tell when it’s there. And, you can tell when it’s not there.” John 
knows that God wants a certain kind of relationship with us and between us. He calls it “fellowship.” 

John highlights what Jesus was teaching his disciples surrounding the events of the Last Supper at the end of 
his Gospel. There we can see that John isn’t making this whole “fellowship” talk up on his own. He is taking it 
straight from the teaching of Jesus! God wants to have a certain kind of connection with his children that is 
intimate and real. Jesus sums it up with a bit of a tongue twister, “In that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you,” (John 14:20). John knows the gospel and teaching he received straight 
from Christ! He knows the Father and the Son. He saw Jesus and heard Jesus first hand. He’s shaken his hand 
and bumped shoulders with the man. But John knows that he’s closer to Jesus now, than he ever was while 
Christ was walking the earth! John is reminding his brothers and sisters of the relationship that they now have 
with the Father and the Son. It’s one that is characterized by Light and summarized in the word, “fellowship.” 
There is now nothing to be afraid of because the path ahead is lit up by the love of the Father and the Son who 
love to have a relationship with us. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are so thankful that you have raised your Son Jesus Christ to be Lord 
and King. We know that Christ walks with us every step of the way so that you are never far from us in every 
situation. Give us opportunity to confess your goodness and our sinfulness so that we might live in the 
freedom that you have created for us in Jesus Christ, Amen 

 


