
 

 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all 

as the one true Savior; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 

Welcome to our new church home 

Dedication Sunday 
December 18th, (Tentative) @ 9 a.m, 

3735 Jeffers Road 
Pastor Rolf Nestingen, Guest Preacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If occupancy of our new church is not approved by this date, services will be at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. at the 
Eastridge Center.  Updated information will be available on our church website, www.saving-gracechurch.co 
and our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

Please note:  There will be no Saturday Afternoon Service December 17, at 3 p.m. and there will be no Parking Lot Service 

on December 18, @ 11:30 a.m.  Please join us for our Dedication Service on this weekend. 
 

Our Journey 
A newsletter for members and friends of Saving Grace Lutheran Church 

S 

 Anew  

 

 

 

 

http://www.saving-gracechurch.co/
http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC


 

 

 

from the Desk of Pastor David 
 
“19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 

her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with 

her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus."    (Matthew 1:19-25) 
 

As we prepare for Christmas the most important thing is that we take a moment to recognize the miracle of 

God being born as a human. He enters into our lives fully. He doesn’t watch from a distance; he is fully 

committed to you and me. He doesn’t appear to us as a fully grown human, but instead He was born as a 

baby. A baby that needed to be taken care of in every way. He had to be fed, clothed, bathed, changed, kept 

warm, cared for, loved, protected and even encouraged, all the things that parents know there is no if ands 

or buts, they have to be done. Babies have a way of dismantling all of our defenses. I’ve seen the toughest 

biker crack a smile and talk baby talk to a newborn. Jesus Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” Came 

that we might have life through faith in Him. 
 

Joseph did the kind thing. Finding Mary to be pregnant, he planned to dismiss her quietly, respectfully. God 

intervened. An angel appears to him in a dream and says, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 

are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what 

had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” (Matthew 1:20c-23) God is there to 

shepherd even Joseph. He reveals to Joseph what he needs to know to act as the righteous man that he is. 

He would be there to raise the Messiah, “God is with us.” What an awe-inspiring responsibility. God would 

be there to shepherd/disciple Joseph and make sense of what others could not fathom. 
 

God shepherds/disciples Joseph and Mary. When the angels appeared to the shepherds and “the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, they were terrified.” (Matthew 1:10) then they heard the news, “the good 

news of great joy for all the people” In the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord was born! 

Then a multitude of angels appeared praising God. (Matt.1:11-14) it must have been overwhelming! “16So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child;” (Matt.1:16-17) God continues to 

shepherd/disciple Joseph and Mary. The shepherds told them what they saw and heard from the angels. 

There were witnesses, others who heard what the shepherds told Joseph and Mary, it says, “all who heard 

it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.” (Matt.1:18) Isn’t that amazing. “Mary treasured these 

words and pondered them in her heart.” (Matt. 1:19) The shepherds returned rejoicing! 
 

In the last 10 years we have had quite a journey. Now we’ll be moving into a New Church, a place we’ll call home. I 

am reminded at every difficult turn; Christ has always been faithful to us. We were called to follow Christ and we 

have no matter the cost. It hasn’t always been easy, but it has reminded us every step of the way that Christ is there to 

guide us with rod and staff in hand. We should never be afraid to believe that God is faithful. He always is faithful 

and His love for us is unfathomable. This Advent and Christmas look to Jesus, the Messiah our Savior. He disarms 

our fears and has given us life itself, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21c) 

 

He still provides for us and shepherds us today! He still is making disciples, we are simply called to follow Him! 
 

A Merry Blessed Christmas to You in Christ our Lord! 

 

Pastor David Irgens 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Jesus Christ our Lord,  
Pastor David Irgens 

 

           

 

Music Notes 

 

-  What do we do with hurting friends and family? We’ve been talking about the blessing God has given us 

in our community, the people of God. It’s life-giving to spend time together in service, celebration, and worship. 

It makes us happy to be together doing the things God has called us too.  

 But, life is not always a celebration. There is “a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 

time to dance,” (Ecclesiastes 3:4). God has given us one another for difficult times as well, especially when we 

feel overwhelmed by life. Times like these come for everyone. Here’s how a successful author and teacher of 

Christian spirituality described one of his darkest moments:  

“That was a time of extreme anguish, during which I wondered whether I would be able to hold on to my own 

life. Everything came crashing down—my self-esteem, my energy to love and work, my sense of being loved, my 

hope for healing, my trust in God…everything. Here I was, a writer about the spiritual life, known as someone 

who loves God and gives hope to people, flat on the ground in total darkness.” -Henri Nouwen 

 I could imagine someone saying, “Pastor Dan! Don’t you know what season it is? Christmas is right 

around the corner…why are you being such a Debbie-Downer?” Well, I’d say to them that Thanksgiving and 

Christmas can be the darkest time for some people. Whether someone has had a traumatic experience around the 

holidays or they have recently lost a loved one, Thanksgiving and Christmas can be terribly painful events for 

people to endure.  

 I know that some of you are seasoned veterans in caring for family and friends who are going through 

difficult times. All of us are still learning what it takes to be a supportive presence in the lives of those who are 

closest to us. What do we do with a person like Henri Nouwen who feels like everything is “crashing down”? 

Larry Crabb admits, “the usual pattern for most of us dealing with a hurting friend is to retreat, reprove, or refer,” 

(Connecting). Sometimes we don’t know what to say or do and so we retreat and pull away from friends and 

family that are hurting. Other times we fall into old roles that might not fit as well as they once did. Like when a 

Father or Mother talks down to their child as if they were still in elementary school when they are now in their 

40’s. Or we can hear what someone is going through and think, “I don’t have the expertise to deal with this…” 

So, we say, “Have you talked to a professional about this?”  

 It’s easy for us to fall into the habit to “retreat, reprove, or refer,” when family or friends are hurting. But, 

consider what helped Henri during one of his darkest times. “And the [prodigal son] arose and came to his father. 

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 

kissed him,” (Luke 15:20). He needed the reassurance of our loving Father’s embrace to receive him as his 

prodigal children. It’s as simple as the cry for help that a child gives when she has a boo-boo that only a mother’s 

touch can heal.  

 As we reflect on Christmas, we can be reminded that God has fully embraced us and our lives by sending 

Jesus Christ to be born of a virgin’s womb and live a life as a fellow human being. His healing embrace in Jesus 

Christ has transformed our hearts and lives. Maybe we can unleash this kind of power in the lives of a select few 

who are closest to us—maybe we need to receive it just as much as we need to give it?   

With the Joy of Christmas, 

Pastor Dan 

 

 

 



 

 

Submitted by Beth Joosten, Music Director 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,  
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

 

“Silent Night” 

1 Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace,  Sleep in heavenly peace. 
2 Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar,  Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
3 Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face,  With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,  Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
During this holiday season, we start to hear our favorite carols played in church, on the radio, and in many other 
places.  Each carol has a special message, and Silent Night is one of those for me.  This hymn was written in 1818 in 
the small, quiet town of Oberndorf, Austria, on a snowy Christmas Eve, by a priest and an organist.  It is now the 
most beloved Christmas carol world-wide. If we think about this carol’s lyrics, do you think it was truly a “silent” night 
when Jesus was born?  I can’t help to think there was quite a celebration with the angels and all the others who came 
to see the Christ Child.  And I am sure the animals added some “noise” in the stable. But if you look at the rest of the 
lyrics in this carol, they portray such a humble reverence of “redeeming grace” and everlasting life.  These lyrics  not 
only focus on that “holy night” but also remind us how this Christ Child is here to save us all. 
 

As a child, I used to look forward to singing this carol every Christmas Eve at the candlelight worship service at 
church.  It brought me such peace as I felt the love of Jesus so present among us.  Fast forward to the year 2019 and 
this beloved song took on yet another special meaning for me.  As my dad (Pastor Rod Anderson) was passing away 
on Christmas Eve, our family gathered around his bed and sang Christmas carols.  It was not a very silent night with 
many people coming and going throughout the night.  But when we asked what his favorite carol was, he replied, 
“Silent Night”.  So we all sang this song and he joined in as he was best able. It brought tears to all of our eyes as we 
enjoyed that time of solace together. That is a memory I will forever cherish.  The promise that Dad would soon 
“sleep in heavenly peace”, see “glories stream” and “radiant beams”and experience God’s “redeeming grace” gave 
me a whole new feeling of peace and love.  Dad found his heavenly peace on Christmas Day as he was called home 
on our Savior’s birthday. We truly rejoiced in this gift. 
 

What is your favorite carol?  How does the song speak to you personally and remind you of the wonderful gift we 
have been given in the Christ Child’s birth?  As you sing the carols this season, I encourage you to not just hum the 
melody or sing along.  Take time to listen to the words and find your connection to them.  Music can be such a 
powerful reminder that Jesus is truly the reason we celebrate the season. Christ the Savior is Born!!  
 

Drum set Needed - We are looking at some musical needs for the new church, including a used drum set. This does not need to be new, 
anything matching, or anything fancy.  We are simply looking for one that we can keep in the music room for practicing.  This way we keep our 
service drum set in place, as we will have mics attached to it. If you, or anyone you know has a drum set, you would like to donate, or even let 
us borrow, please contact me via phone at 715-205-0821, or email sglcmusic@gmail.com   

 

mailto:sglcmusic@gmail.com


 

 

    

     

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      

 

 

We all know that Advent is a time of preparation. During Advent, we prepare our 
hearts for the arrival of Jesus- the Savior, born on earth in a lowly stable, sent here 
to save us. Amazing! God has it all planned out and knows exactly what is right, 
what we need and when to provide for us.  

This year, amidst the preparation of Jesus’ arrival, we are also preparing to move 
our church home.  We have been preparing for this move in many ways 
throughout this past year. The adults of the church are not the only ones 
preparing for this move.  The children of our church are preparing in their own 
ways. Some might not understand what all is going on, or that we will even be in 
a new location soon. Some on the other hand are ecstatic! As a teacher it is always 
fun to observe the ways kids process learning and other things. Watching the 
excitement grow for our new church through children’s eyes has been amazing. 
One evening, while painting at the new building, my eight-year-old took my phone 
and walked through the church while recording. His perspective was heart-
melting. I absolutely cannot wait to see the reactions of the children as they enter 
the new church building for the first time. This Advent season is going to be extra 
magical!  

While there is a lot of hustle and bustle happening this Advent season, let us not forget what Advent is about and look at 

this season with the openness, wonder, and amazement of a child. We might just find something new in our 

preparations this year.  

Happy Advent! Merry Christmas! 

Melissa 

 

 
Christmas Eve Service 

Youth participants are 

needed for the Youth and 

Family Christmas Eve service! 

December 24th @ 4pm 

This year, youth will help 

throughout the Christmas 

Eve service. We need youth 

greeters, ushers, and 

readers.   If you are 

interested in participating in 

the Christmas Eve service let 

Melissa know by December 

11th. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, January 22nd the Education Committee will be hosting a Winter Rally 

Sunday event to welcome current and new families to our youth programs.  Join us 

from 9:30 – 10:30am! Crafts, treats, music and more! 

 

The 2023 summer schedule has just been released for Camp Luther. Check out the programs 

available for this summer!  For those who are interested and able to go, we will reimburse the 

$100 registration fee. We will have fundraisers throughout the spring to help pay for the 

remaining cost. This is a great opportunity for elementary through high school!! 

Contact Melissa with any questions or fundraising ideas: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


 

 

Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

In October, monthly gifts went to Starfish Kids, Ephrem, and a Christmas gift for 
Emhrem’s family, Samaritan’s Purse, (Shipping costs for the Christmas 
Shoeboxes), Everlasting Hope22, (Rescue & Recovery), Amy Edwards and Family 
received Scrip cards. 
Thank you notes were received from:  Eau Claire School District, Born to Shine, 
King’s Closet, Sleep in Heavenly Peach, and Karen Johnson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation 

members.  Call or email one of our Mission Committee members or office@saving-

gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions 

 

We meet Thursdays at 6 pm 

Contact Pastor Dan to join the group 

and/or to be a co-leader. 

Samaritan’s Purse 

We want to thank everyone who participated in “Operation 

Christmas Child “.  With your support we were able to ship 104 

Shoeboxes and give children around the world wonderful gifts and 

Christmas wishes. 

We have an Amazing Congregation!  

 

Thank you, 

Kay 

 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com
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   SCRip cards 

 

Don’t fight the crowds.  Saving Grace has several different Scrip cards available for 

you to purchase for Christmas gifts that are perfect for anyone and everyone!  

Perfect for those holiday road trips to see family for gas, restaurants, entertainment, 

and gifts. 

Sit back and relax and shop online with your Scrip Card instead of rushing around, 

trying to find a parking spot, and I’ll say it again, fighting the crowds.  A very 

convenient way to shop for you and a way to help Saving Grace at the same time.  

You pay the cost of the increment of the card you want and Saving Grace receives a 

rebate of a percentage off the cost of the card value. 

To purchase, stop in at the office, Mon-Thur, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, or before or after 

Worship Services. 

Just for example, we have Walmart, Kohl’s, Menard’s, Farm & Fleet, Altoona Family 

Restaurant, Olive Garden, Kwik Trip, Holiday, and many, many others in various 

increments.  If we don’t have the card you want, we can usually order it online for 

you. They make excellent gifts for anyone and everyone!!  

 

Recognition/Announcement Date Information 

Hello Everyone: 

Would you like your Birthday, Wedding Anniversary, New Baby, Graduation, a 

milestone in your life recognized in our Newsletter.  Please send me the information 

and I will start publishing these dates on a monthly basis here. 

I will start this in the January Newsletter so if your Birthday, Anniversary, etc is in 

January, please let me know by December 27.   



 

 

Dedication service 
December 18, 2022 at 9 am 

Saving Grace Lutheran Church 
3735 Jeffers Rd, Eau Claire, WI 54703 

Guest Pastor: Pastor Rolf Nestigen 
former senior pastor of saving grace lutheran Church 

 

Christmas eve and christmas day 
(Tentative Schedule-Please standby for Announcements about actual times and location) 

December 24, Christmas Eve  

2pm Parking Lot Service 

4 pm Youth and family Service 

8 pm Candlelight Service 

 
December 25, Christmas Day at 10 am 

 



 

 

  

Capital Campaign balance as of  
October 31, 2022: $33,777 
(Paid Construction Expenses: $2,738,772) 
Mortgage Loan: $1,673,698 
 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  
needed and appreciated! 

2022 General Operating as of 
October 31st: 

Donations: $377,438 

Expenses:   $401,891 

Deficit: ($24,452) 

Thank you for your continued 
support! 

 

Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in honor of 
someone will be printed on a monthly basis in the newsletter. 
Your gifts in times of celebration or remembrance are always 
important and very much appreciated. 

General Operating Fun 

In Memory of Lori Ringlien:  Sandra & Nicholas 

 

In Memory of Ione Fried:  Arnie & Irene Johnson, 
Jean B Parkhurst 

 

Legacy Fund: 

In Memory of Vicki Semingson:  Anonymous 

 

Sunday School 

Choir Music 

Television Fund 

 

 

 

 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Julie Anderson, Donna Kokemoor’s 
Daughter:  Phil & Dee Anderson, Ron Johnson, 
Carolyn Wolff, Evelyn & Sandy Schulner, Dave, 
Scott, & Angie Isaacson 

 

In Memory of Ione Fried:  Paul & Patty Dundas, 
George & Sandy Nelson, Bob & Pam Bee, Allan & 
Ruth Hofland, Noel & Carol Swartz, Beverly Nelson, 
Kevin & Janet Johnson, Maria Patton, Darleen 
Bauer, Steven Mayer, Brenda Marlow, Kevin & 
Nancy Balash, Barb Matheson, Don & Marj Hartwig, 
Sharon Risberg, Cindy Joy Fischer, Ron & Sandy 
Nelson, Gary & Wanda Nelson, Deborah 
Machmeier, Daniel & Donna Mayer, Michael & 
Carol Pickerign, Mary & Michael Bulle, Mary 
Birschbach, Renee Hestekin, Friends & Family, 
Anonymous 

 

In Memory of Dave Jensen:  Noel & Carol Swartz 

 

In Memory of Vicky Semingson:  Her Husband, 
Richard Semingson 

 

In Memory of Janice Isaacson:  Her Husband, Dave 
Isaacson. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Balash:  Pesident 
Michelle Otto: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Michelle Volz: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Ruth Hofland, Wilson Lund, 
Mary Schneider, Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 

 

 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Kathy Jaenke, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.co  www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC       

  

Saturday:      3:00 pm Traditional (in-person only) 
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional In-person & Livestream  

                          10:00 am Contemporary In-person & Livestream 

                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 

                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC

