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“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A newsletter for members & friends of 
Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 
Building Committee 

Here’s what’s been happening with our  

NEW CHURCH! 

The plans have been approved by the State and 
building permits have been issued. 

The footings and foundation have been poured 
and backfilled. 

The plumber is finishing up the underground 
and has been inspected.  

The electrician is completing all of the 
underground to the building, parking lot and 
transformer. 

The long footings will be poured inside the 
building for the sanctuary walls. 

After this pour and the forms have been 
removed, Eclipse GC will begin the exterior 
framing of the building. This process will take 2-
3 months. Once the building shell is enclosed 
and the roof is on, Eclipse will add heat to the 
building and install the Styrofoam for the floor. 
After the Styrofoam, the radiant floor tubes will 
need to be installed. 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve 
2:00 pm  

Parking Lot Traditional Worship 
(behind the church) 

4:00 pm   
In-person & Livestream Family 

Worship  
8:00 pm 

In-person & Livestream Candlelight 
Worship 

 
Christmas Day 

10:00 am  
In-person & Livestream  

(No 3:00 pm service) 
 

No service Wednesday Dec. 22 or 29 



 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’       (Luke 2:8-20) 

One night as a man was walking down the street he was suddenly attacked. He was beaten, dragged into an alley 
and left for dead. As he was lying bleeding on the ground, he looked up into the dim amber light in the alley and saw 
the face of another looking at him. He felt the touch of someone's hands lifting his shoulder. At that moment, he lost 
consciousness.  

In the hospital, when he regained consciousness, he remembered the face in the alley and asked, "Is the one who 
helped me here? I want to speak to him." "Yes," the nurse answered, "He is here and has been waiting to see you."  

When the man walked into the room, the one who was injured said, "I want to thank you for helping me in the alley 
this evening and I want to tell you something. When I looked up into that dim light and saw your face, I thought you 
were Jesus." The man smiled and said, "When I heard your voice calling for help, I thought you were Jesus." (Robert 
F. Sims, Under the Wings of the Almighty) 

The place where Jacob buried his wife Rachel is called Migdal Eder (Tower of the Flock) (Genesis 35:21) The tower was 
located 1,000 paces from Bethlehem. Later other towers were erected to watch over the Passover lambs by the 
Priests. It became the place in that region of the Temple Flocks where the first born the sheep were put aside for 
sacrifice in Jerusalem. Other towers were put in place to watch over the flocks that would be used for the yearly 
sacrifice in Jerusalem. When the lambs were inspected by the priests/shepherds they were put into a holding area 
hewn out to a rock which can be translated as a “stall’ or “manger.” The stall was to protect them from bruising 
themselves while they were being inspected by the priests. Then if they were without blemish, they were wrapped in 
cloth and carried to Jerusalem. 

“10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ (Matthew 2:11)  

I am in awe when I think of the levels of meaning of Jesus birth in Bethlehem, the place where the pascal lambs were 
born and raised, and that he was to be found in a manger/stall wrapped in bands of cloth. The first to see it were the 
priests/shepherds who kept watch over the sacrificial pascal lambs. They said, ““Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” (Matthew 2:15) They were the first to see 
Jesus and “they returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told to them.” 
(Matt.2:20) 

This year we encounter Jesus as the one who will “save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21) One day we will 
“stand before the King”, not because of what we have done, but because Christ gave Himself/His life for us. This time 
next year we will be in a new home. A church built not for us, but for all people as we encounter Christ together. We 
are called to place our trust in Jesus the Good Shepherd for all things, to walk with wisdom and insight and to listen to 
His call as we build on Christ, our cornerstone. 

May God Bless you as our hearts turn toward Jesus our hope and salvation, Merry Christmas! 

In Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Pastor David Irgens 
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     From Pastor Dan                                       
 

 

Luke 21:36 
36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, 
and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
Romans 14:4 
4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
 
The Gospel reading from the first Sunday in Advent focuses on Christ’s words concerning the end times. 
Jesus ends his teaching about the end times with a charge to “be alert at all times, praying that you may 
have strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
In that song “I Can Only Imagine,” Bart Millard paints a picture of what it might be like to see our Lord face 
to face in heaven. In the chorus he goes on to ask, “What will my heart feel? Will I dance for you Jesus or in 
awe of you be still? Will I stand in your presence or to my knees will I fall? Will I sing hallelujah? Will I be 
able to speak at all?” Bart does a wonderful job capturing the sense of wonder we get when we think about 
meeting Jesus face to face. Bart asks the question will we stand or fall to our knees in awe of who Christ is? 
In eternity, I think we will have time for both. 
 
From Jesus’ own words we find out that he desires us to be able “to stand before the Son of Man.” We find 
a similar encouragement in 1 John 2:28, “little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.” God wants us to be able to stand before him 
in confidence when he returns. If you remember what we read last month, you’ll know that God is the 
potter and we are the clay. A good craftsmen can get his work to stand upright. We do not have to muster 
up the strength to stand before God on our own. The prophets from the Old Testament give us insight into 
how God is working in our lives. 
 
The prophet Malachi asks the question, “Who can endure the day of his coming and who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap,” (Malachi 3:2). The Prophet Zephaniah offers 
a response to this question as he looks forward to our salvation, “The Lord has taken away the judgements 
against you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, in in your midst; you shall never 
again fear evil,” (Zephaniah 3:15). 
 
God’s mercy to forgive our sin is the only reason we will be able to stand at his coming. The good news is 
that he has caused us to stand in Jesus Christ, not because of what we have done, but because of what he 
has done. This is truly amazing for us who have even the smallest sense of our own sin and our humble 
place in life. We might think that God only wants to see us on our knees before him in total awe at the sight 
of his presence. But, we can remember just how gentle our God is by the way he sent the savior into the 
world. He doesn’t just want to force us to worship him (did mom and dad know this?). He wants us to have 
a true relationship with him. A relationship where he gives us the dignity and the honor to stand before 
him. 
 
Merry Christmas, Pastor Dan Doran                           -3- 
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                                 Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

 

Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear A Son, and they shall call 
His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.”  

MONTHLY GRATITUDE REFLECTION:  I LOVE CHRISTMASTIME!! I look so forward to this time of the year, 
from the Christmas carols, to beautiful decorations, to the time spent with family… the list goes on and on.  
But when I focus on the reason for the season, I am SO thankful that God sent His only Son as the Savior of 
the world.  What a blessing!! As we experience all the excitement of this wonderful time of year, it is so much 
more special when we keep the focus on Emmanuel. God IS with us.  Thank you, Lord, for this greatest gift 
of all!! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC THANKS:  Thank you so much to the following people who shared their talent with us in the 
month of November.  We sincerely appreciate you!!  Nov. 7 - Sara Hartwig (flute solo); Nov. 14 - Pete 
Hestekin (poem reading); Nov. 14 - Pam Crandell, Ruth Hofland, Kathy Berkey, Scott Isaacson (vocal quartet) 
 

DECEMBER SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED:  If you would like to provide any special music in December, please 
contact Beth Joosten, Music Director.  music@saving-gracechurch.com 
 

CHOIR UPDATE:  We are starting choir in December.  The first rehearsal will be on Dec. 8 at 7:00 p.m.  We 
will plan to work towards singing at a Sunday service in December and Christmas Eve. New members are 
always welcome!! Come sing with us!!  We will be wearing masks to start with and will reassess this 
periodically.  

 
Musician Spotlight…  

Sadie O’Leary  
 Keyboardist, Worship Leader, Vocalist 

 
“Hello! My name is Sadie O’Leary and I graduated in May of 2020 with 
a BM Piano degree from the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire. I am 
so excited to be joining the awesome music team here! During the 
week I am a lead teacher at a daycare working in a classroom of 2-
year-olds. My favorite things to do include making music with my 
friends, hiking, camping, and cooking good food.” 
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Zachary Menter – Contemporary Guitarist 
(We were missing his picture last month!) 



 
               Pastor Dan’s Installation 

                             The long-awaited time is here!  We’ll 
                             officially install Pastor Dan at all  
                             worship services on Saturday 
December 11 and Sunday December 12.  There will be 
a time of social celebration after the 8:30 service on 
Sunday. 
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Midweek Advent Worship: Wednesday 
worship will have a different format during 
Advent.  Join us on December 1, 8, & 15 @ 
6:15pm to sing Christmas carols and look 
ahead to the birth of Jesus! 

SAVING GRACE BAZAAR 
The craft ladies would like to thank everyone 
who helped with the bazaar, made lefse, 
donated items, and shopped at our booths, as 
well as to the men for making their delicious 
caramel rolls.  Your efforts ensured its success, 
and made it possible to donate over $15,000 to 
our church.  

We want to give special thanks to Chuck Hill, 
who without his amazing talent and hard work 
none of this would be possible.   

Please mark your calendars for the next Saving 
Grace bazaar on November 5, 2022! 
 

Thank you, ladies for your 
wonderful donation to our Capital 
Campaign and the future of our 

church! 

                Isaiah Small Group 
Pastor Dan and Jamie will be leading the 
study on the book of Isaiah at a new night 
and time - 6:30 pm Thursdays! 

pastordansglc@gmail.com 
 

 
                             ALTAR FLOWERS 
You may purchase Altar Flowers in honor or 
memory of a special person or occasion.  The 
bouquets are $15 each, and can be brought 
home after the 10:00 Sunday Worship.  The 
sign-up book is on the table in the Narthex.  Be 
sure to sign up one week in advance to insure 
mention in the church announcements.  

Please memo “Altar Flowers” on your check. 
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No need to worry about lunch or dinner (or 
both!) on Saturday, January 15th.  The Saving 
Grace youth and families will be making and 
selling pizzas to fundraise money for the new 
church. We’ll make it- you bake it!  

Order your pizzas on Sundays between 
December 12th through January 2nd or 

during church office hours. 

 

 

Congratulations Allison Otto 
on your accomplishment! 

CVTC class of 2021 
Nursing 

Call the Grandparents, friends, and 
family!  The Sunday School children will 
have their Christmas program on 
December 19th at both the 8:30 and 
10:00 services.  

“The Christmas Witness” 
 

 
 

Confirmation Calendar 
December 8- Class 
December 15- Christmas Party! 
December 22- NO class 
January 5- Class 
January 9- Family Group 
January 12- Class 
January 15- Pizza Fundraiser;   
         Movie Afternoon 
January 16- Illumin8 @ Noon 
January 19- Class 
January 26- Class 

 

Sunday School Calendar 
December 5- 9:30 Sunday School; 10:30 Ukulele Class 
December 12- 9:30 Christmas program practice; 10:30 
                    Ukulele Class 
December 19- 8:30 Program; 10:00 Program; Happy  
                   Birthday Jesus Party in between services 
December 26 & January 2- NO Sunday School 
January 9- 9:30 Sunday School; 10:30 Ukulele Class;  
                   12:00 Family Group 
January 15- Pizza Fundraiser; Movie Afternoon 
January 16- 9:30 Sunday School; 10:30 Ukulele Class 
January 23- 9:30 Sunday School; 10:30 Ukulele Class 
January 30- 9:30 Sunday School; 10:30 Ukulele Class 

 

No Family Group meeting in December: 
See you January 9th! 

Join us anytime!! This is a group for all 
families of Saving Grace. 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis 
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration 
or remembrance are always important and very 
much appreciated. 
 
 

General Operating Fund 
In Memory of Rod Alf:  Deb Machmeier 
In Memory of Theron Pagel:  Marlyn Pagel 
In Memory of Lenora Soppeland: Gerald & Alice 
Dusick 
In Memory of Florence Eberhardt:  Allan & Ruth 
Hofland, Wilson Lund 
In Memory of sister Sharen Bahr:  Nancy Hayden 
 

Television Fund 
In Memory of Jeanne Farmer:  Ron Farmer 
In Memory of Florence Eberhardt:  Margaret 
Crandell 

Capital Campaign 
In Memory of Arlyss Lund:  Dan & Connie Vigesaa 
In Memory of Marlene Wendt:  Arnie & Irene 
Johnson 
In Memory of Myrtle Watter: Cindy Joy Fischer 
In Honor of Ty Costley’s Confirmation:  Cindy Joy 
Fischer 
In Memory of mother Irene Brantner:  Steven Mayer 
In Memory of Florence Eberhardt:  Stan & Jean 
Eberhardt, Paul & Patty Dundas 

 

Capital Campaign Giving as of  
November 19th: $615,741 

Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  

needed and appreciated! 

2021 General Operating as of November 19th 
Donations: $353,764 
  Expenses: $449,405 

 
 

Scrip Available! 
Purchase your scrip (“gift cards” for places you 
shop) in the Church Office Monday – 
Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm and prior to 
Worship services Sunday. 
 

You don’t pay more- but the church gets a 
percentage of each purchase when used. 

Shopping on Amazon for Gifts? 
Go to Amazon smile – Same products, same deals, 
same Prime (if you have), but if you enter Saving 
Grace Lutheran Church as your charity of choice – 
they give the church a small percentage of all 
purchases.  It doesn’t cost you a thing! 

 

Articles for the January newsletter are due 
to the Melissa via email  

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com or 
“snail mail” by December 21. 



 
   

 Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 
 

 
 

Thank you cards were received from: Waggoner Family, Lutheran World Relief and Bolton Refuge House 
 

In November monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids and Ephrem, with an extra check this month for Christmas.  
 

Gideons International received an additional check along with the collection taken at worship.  
 

 
 
Samaritan’s Purse will receive a check for the shipping of the shoeboxes. 
 

We want to thank all who participated in Operations Christmas Child “shoeboxes “! 
Shoeboxes were taken to Peace Lutheran Church for transport to the cities. 
Approximately 97 boxes were filled and donated by members of our church. Thank you! 
 

 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one of 
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions. 

   
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need.  

Contact Pastor David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parking Lot Drive-up Worship Service 
Sundays at 11:30 am 
Yes, it’s getting colder, but in order to provide a safe option for those who would like 
to gather, we plan to continue to offer a social distanced Sunday Parking Lot Worship 
in the parking lot behind the church (across Fairfax next to CCF Bank) in December.   
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Choir Begins December 8 @ 7:00 PM 
Anyone who would like to sing is invited to join us!! We would love to have you share your music 

with Saving Grace!!  You do not need to read music; you simply need to enjoy music and fellowship!! 
We will be working on music for a worship service in December and Christmas Eve. Masks will be 

required. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Joosten, music director, at music@saving-
gracechurch.com  or 715-205-0821.  Hope to see you there!! 

 



                 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                

Know Your Accounts! 
Or where should I give to Saving Grace Lutheran 

Church? 
General Operating Account (your regular giving 
envelope):  Pays for all budgeted items like the lease 
payment, staff salaries, music, TV Broadcast, 
software, etc. – everything that makes your church 
run smoothly.  Note – 10% of this giving is “tithed” 
to Mission giving, which includes our TV broadcast. 
 
Legacy Account:  Used for special, non-budgeted 
items or as a “back-up” for General Operating if 
needed. 
 
Capital Campaign Fund:  Used for all expenses 
related to the building of our new church. 
 
Dedicated Accounts:  These include funds specified 
for special categories of interest (i.e., Sunday School, 
Coffee Fund, or Mission).  These are great – but may 
not be needed at the time and limit us as to where 
they can be spent. 
 
Note:  You can give to General Operating, Legacy or 
Capital Campaign via Simply Giving and also on our 
website.  If you give via bank bill-pay, the donation 
will go to General Operating unless you note a 
different account in the memo section.  

Committee Leaders 
Annual Report Time! 

As you hold your last meetings and make your final 
plans for the year – it’s a good time to knock out that 
annual report for 2021!  These will be needed at the 
beginning of January for the annual report.  Please 
use a Word Document, convertible Google Doc, or 
write the report right on your email – no PDFs 
please.  Email to Office@Saving-gracechurch.com .  

Kevin Balash:  President 
Michelle Otto: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Patty Dundas: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy 
Fischer, Wilson Lund, Deanne Morley, Dani Volz, Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 
 

 
 

The True Meaning of Christmas 

In today's day and time, 
It's easy to lose sight, 
Of the true meaning of Christmas 
And one special night. 
 

When we go shopping, 
We say, "How much will it cost?" 
Then the true meaning of Christmas, 
Somehow becomes lost. 
 

Amidst the tinsel, glitter 
And ribbons of gold, 
We forget about the child, 
Born on a night so cold. 
 

The children look for Santa 
In his big, red sleigh 
Never thinking of the child 
Whose bed was made of hay. 
 

In reality, 
When we look into the night sky, 
We don't see a sleigh 
But a star, burning bright and high. 
 

A faithful reminder, 
Of that night so long ago, 
And of the child we call Jesus, 
Whose love the world would know. 

--By Brian K. Walters 
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Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701       

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

 Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Wednesday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com        www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC      YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
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Wednesday:  6:15 pm “Midweek Advent Worship” 

 

Saturday:      3:00 pm Traditional  
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional Livestream & in-person 
                            9:30 am Education 
                          10:00 am Contemporary Livestream & in-person 
                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 
                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

Thank You! 
Thank you so much for all the good wishes, 
cards, and gifts as I leave Saving Grace and move 
on to my next chapter.  It has been a true 
privilege and blessing getting to know and 
serving along side of you these past years.  I 
know God will be guiding you in the exciting 
times ahead, and look forward to the day when 
I can visit your new church.   
God bless each one of you and your families!    
                                                         -Julie Atkinson 



                                           

 

 

                                  Christmas 2021  
 

 

In our sanctuary, live poinsettias are not a good option, so in lieu of purchasing flowers or 
poinsettias, we’d like to give you an opportunity to make a special donation to support our 
Capital Campaign in Honor of or Memory of loved ones.    If you would like to honor a loved 
one and support the ministry of Saving Grace, please fill in the form below and return with 
your donation at worship, by mail or at a parking lot service. 

 

In Honor of         In Memory of 

(circle one) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given By:        

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________   

$ Amount     ________________________________ 

 

The list of honorariums will be published in our January newsletter. 

 
 

Have a blessed Christmas! 


