
                                                      Parking Lot Drive-up Worship Service 
Sundays at 11:30 am  

(behind Saving Grace Lutheran Church in the Parking Lot across Fairfax St. next to  
Citizens Community Federal Bank) 

We know there are some people who would like to gather to see each other in a Worship Service, and in 
response are now offering an outdoor Parking Lot service in addition to our Live streamed Wednesday 
Worship Service at 6:15 pm, and Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 am and 10:00 am.  

We want to continue to offer this option, but we must do so safely for the Pastors, musicians. Tech staff, 
and fellow congregation members. 

What to bring: 

1) Grape juice and Bread (we will have Holy Communion together on our regular schedule) 

2) Mask  

We need to continue physical distancing.  We ask you to stay in your cars.  There will be an open parking 
space between each car. 

• If your car windows are open, we ask you have a mask on over your mouth and nose. 

• If your car windows are closed, you do not need to wear a mask. 

• If you choose to leave your car, PLEASE be sure you are wearing a mask and social distancing. 

We will have live musicians and speakers so you can hear and we will broadcast over an FM Station so you 
may use your car radio as well.  The church building will not be open. 
Thank you for your patience. We continue to pray for a vaccine to be developed. During this time, we ask you 
to continue Social Distancing at least 6 feet between each other and wear a mask when you are out in public.  

We can certainly use some help moving sound equipment and misc. items we need for this service each 
Sunday!  The Pastors just don’t have time between services.  Let us know if you can help one or all Sundays! 

August 2020      
 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

 

 

-- 

 

 

 

A newsletter for members & friends 

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

We’ve upgraded and improved our on-line worship experience! 

• You can now stream from our website, Facebook and YouTube. 

• You can rewind and watch the entire service – even if you come in late, or 
watch later. 

• We’ve upgraded our captions overlay to be easier to follow.  Check us out! 
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“9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  
12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.” 
          (Romans 12:9-13) 
 
In the last four months You may have felt as if you’ve been put to the test. With the arrival of COVID-19, 
stay at home orders, social distancing, quarantining, conflicting information, protests, unrest, and the 
continuing spread of COVID-19. Some if not many people have wondered about their rights being limited 
and whether or not that’s fair. There are as many opinions about those topics, as there are concerned 
individuals on this earth. Those are the stresses we have in this present day. The strife over who is wrong 
or right, isn’t what I have been called to tell you about as your pastor. 
 
What I can tell you is this. The pastors and Council are working on a plan to safely open Worship Services 
to those who want to be in worship again while we await the development of a vaccine for COVID-19. 
We are hoping to do this as soon as possible! We closed the Worship Services because we love and care 
about every single one of the people at Saving Grace Lutheran Church and the surrounding community. 
We will open them cautiously to protect and care for you. We will send out e-mail blasts with 
developments and post them on our Website and Facebook page as they develop. 
 

• We have a Wednesday Night Worship Live Streamed at 6:15 pm. It is more interactive and is 
formed around an interactive discussion between Pastor Dan and Pastor David. The topics have to 
do with relevant questions people are asking during this unprecedented time dealing with faith, 
the Bible, relationships, God, Christ, the Holy Spirit etc.  

• Sunday Morning, we are Live Streaming our Traditional Worship Service at 8:30 am and our 
Contemporary Worship at 10:00 am. More people than ever are Live Streaming our Worship 
Services than ever before.  

• We are continuing the Television Broadcast at 10:00 am on Chanel 18 WQOW, more people than 
ever are attending our Worship through this Television Broadcast. Every week someone I meet in 
public mentions to me that they watch us every week.  

• We have added a Sunday Morning Parking Lot Drive-up Worship Service at 11:30 am, to safely 
distance and worship together as a church. All of these Services are very important to reach 
beyond the walls of Saving Grace Lutheran Church to those who need to hear the Gospel of Christ.  

 
I can tell you; only God can teach us to Love. I mean what it really means to love one another. The truth 
is, we usually think about ourselves, you know, “what’s in it for me?” We do a cost assessment of what the 
benefits are for me. If it’s in my favor, it sounds like a good idea, if not, maybe it can be changed. Love 
looks beyond yourself and asks, “What will help those around me?” That doesn’t mean that throw 
caution to the wind and live focused on our own sense of what love is, it means that we ask Christ to guide 
us. We ask that He would teach us that we might know and understand “the love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge.” (Ephesians 3:19) 

       Contd. 
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Invite someone to your “virtual” or Parking Lot church this week!  And don’t forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook 

and share our posts! 

From the Pastor contd. 
 
A certain medieval monk announced he would be preaching next Sunday evening on "The Love of God." As the 
shadows fell and the light ceased to come in through the cathedral windows, the congregation gathered. In the 
darkness of the altar, the monk lighted a candle and carried it to the crucifix. First of all, he illumined the crown of 
thorns, next, the two wounded hands, then the marks of the spear wound. In the hush that fell, he blew out the 
candle and left the chancel. There was nothing else to say. 
 
Perhaps, there’s nothing more to say... Except that, “9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:9-11) 
 
Paul calls us to let love be genuine, outdo one another in showing honor, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Then the Holy Spirit will reveal to us “the breadth, and length and height and depth of the love of 
Christ which surpasses all knowledge.” (Ephesians 3:18c-19) We will understand the “fullness of God”, 
what Christ has promised us through faith in Him. He will continue to guide us and encourage us as we 
walk with Him. 
 
May Christ richly encourage you in faith as we walk with Him as His children in His family, 
 
In Christ, Pastor David Irgens 
 

Daily Devotions – New Look! 

You will find devotions each day on our website 

(saving-gracechurch.com) and on our Facebook 

page.  You will notice a more “food for thought” 

type of meditation for each day.  ALSO, we will have a 

family devotion on Wednesdays (all ages!) and a 

devotion digging deeper into our hymn for the coming 

Sunday on Fridays.   

If you don’t happen to be tech savvy, reach out 

and ask someone what the devotional was about 

for that day. If you are tech savvy, reach out to 

someone and tell them what the devotion was 

about! 

Be sure to make this a regular part of your day! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Beginning immediately, 
wearing a mask will be required if you are 

in the church building; including the 
Sanctuary, Office and Kitchen.  Thank you 

for helping to keep everyone safe! 
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Articles for the September newsletter 

are due to Julie Atkinson via email 

office@saving-gracechurch.com by 

August 21 

 



                                                    

         From Pastor Dan 

He had no form or comeliness that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 

– ISAIAH 53:2 

A whiff. A beagle for beauty I sniffed 
Monet’s haystacks, van Gogh’s sunflowers, 
Devoutly meditated Marilyn’s breasts, 
Watched kingfishers–lost the scent 

Kiss the leper’s wound: taste honey. 
Touch the blind eye: learn Braille. 
Keep vigil at the cradle: change diapers. 
Drink tears from the chalice: live eucharist. 

Happened on found things, found in gutters, 
Found on a cross, found under a stone, 

Heard in the rustling grass, heard in 
A tongue stammering sabachthani. 

Found when I wasn’t looking, heard 
When I wasn’t listening. Found beauty. 

- Eugene Peterson 

This poem, based on the ironic beauty we find in a crucified savior, has encouraged me in the past month. 
Peterson is weaving together his own search for beauty and fulfillment as it becomes tied together with the 
Gospel of Jesus. There are many things that catch our eye that can be exciting or inspiring. But, in time, we 
move on to something else. We lose inspiration. We no longer enjoy the things we used to — or at least in 
the same way. 

Then, something different happens. Jesus makes a sacrifice for us out of a great love for us and our lives are 
turned upside down. We were not looking for the kind of beauty Jesus had to offer, but we have been 
confronted with it. God has sought us out. He wants us to consider the beauty of the grace that he has for us 
in Jesus Christ. He knows that this bring rest to our restless, beauty-seeking hearts.  

When we finally realize true beauty in the tragic sacrifice of our Lord Jesus, it has the opportunity to change 
the way we look at our whole lives. We finally realize that being “spiritual” and “holy” doesn’t mean being a 
monk in a far-off distant tower. Being Christian has everything to do with living a down-to-earth life full of 
family, friends, work, and worship. Jesus became human in order to redeem humanity. Being human (and 
everything that comes with that) is the very thing that Christ came to save!  

Without Christ, our hearts are restless searching for beauty in the world. With Christ, the world is 
transformed by the beautiful sacrifice of Christ that has given us rest for our souls. With Christ, something as 
mundane as changing a diaper becomes a holy reminder that our Lord Jesus was once a baby too. He is 
really present in our lives. Let us not think that he would be bored by the details. Instead, let us recognize 
how the details of our lives can be transformed by the beauty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Every Blessing from the Lord,   

Pastor Dan 
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                                                      “Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 
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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 

in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  (Colossians 3:16) 

Special Music July – A special thank you to the following people who provided special music for our 

worship in July:  Sara Hartwig (July 5), Jamie Gilbertson and Pastor Dan Doran (July 12), Maria, Sherry, and 

Mario Friedel (July19), and Dr. Frank Watkins and Heidi Joosten (July 26). Their willingness to share their 

talent with Saving Grace is sincerely appreciated! 

New “Temporary” Keyboardist - We welcome and thank Heidi Joosten for her gift of music as we are 

working to fill our vacant keyboard position.  Heidi is from Chicago but has been staying in Wisconsin since 

the pandemic hit in March.  She holds degrees in music composition from UWEC (BM) and Roosevelt 

University- Chicago College of Performing Arts (MM).  She is an avid music composer with works performed 

both nationally and internationally, a liturgical pianist and vocalist at many churches in the Chicago area, 

and a collaborative pianist and music director in the Midwest.  We sincerely appreciate her willingness to 

share her gift of music while she in the Eau Claire area. 

Full-time Keyboardist Needed - We are actively seeking a keyboardist for both the traditional and 

contemporary worship services.  If you know of anyone that would be interested and can play one or both 

styles, please have them contact me (Beth) music@saving-gracechurch.com 

Special Music and Hymn Suggestions - If anyone is interested in providing special music via a video 

submission, please contact me (Beth) at music@saving-gracechurch.com   If you have any favorite hymn 

suggestions, please send these to Julie at office@saving-gracechurch.com 
 

HYMN JUMBLE

 
 

*Answer provided on page 10 

 

mailto:music@saving-gracechurch.com
mailto:music@saving-gracechurch.com
mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make Your Own Bible Journal 

As part of our Family Devotion Series, we are creating a family Bible journal. This journal is a place where we will 

write out the weekly Bible verse and complete other activities that go along with the verse. While the activities 

are geared toward children and their families everyone is invited to make a journal and take part each week!  

Ready to make your own Bible journal? Here are a few tips to get you started. The most important thing to 

remember in making your journal is to make it reflect your family! 

           

The most basic supplies you need are a notebook (any notebook will do- new, old, big, small) and your favorite 

writing utensil. If you have those two things, you’re on to great things already!! 

If you like to get creative now is your time to shine! Decorate the cover of your Bible journal any way you’d like- 

cover it with pretty paper, fill it with stickers, draw on it.   

Optional supplies: decorative paper, stickers, markers, tape or glue, scissors 

Now you’re all set to start journaling inside! 

Note: If the activities aren’t your thing, no problem! Use the extra space to reflect on the verse or write down your 

thoughts for the day.  

There are so many ways that each member of the family can engage in this journal- take turns writing the Bible 

verse each week; have each person write out the Bible verse; select one person to write the verse and another 

person to decorate the page.  

 

                                                                                Join Melissa and her family each Sunday night in August at 7:00pm 

                                                                          for Sunday Night Bible Stories. Each Zoom meeting will be about 20  

                                                                          minutes. We’ll read a story either from a children’s Bible or a story  

                                                                          book (Veggie Tales, anyone?) and then we’ll have a little bit of fun  

                                                                         time- we’ll talk, sing a song, dance, or play a game.  All are welcome  

                                                                         to join in the meeting!  
 

All youth families will be emailed the link before August 1st. 
 

Grandparents, are your grandchildren visiting you in August? Email Melissa Corlett at 

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com for a copy of the Zoom invitation link. We’d love to have them join us!!   
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Did you know that we have a Facebook page just for our Saving Grace Families?  If you would like an invite to 

the page, please email Melissa @ savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. Access to the page is by invitation only to keep it 

safe for our children and families.  

 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


 

 In case you missed Melissa’s posts, here are the verses and activities from July: 

July 14 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1) 
Engage everyone in writing today's verse- you could each write out the verse, take turns writing parts of the 
verse, or select one person to write this week's verse and rotate each week. This is your family journal, so do 
what works best for you.  
 

Now onto the activities to go along with today's verse. (Select one or do both, it's up to you!) 
1. Name what God made each day during the first 6 days. What did God do on the 7th day? 
2. Draw what God made each day of creation.  

Bonus: Listen to God Made Everything on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TEf7p1ZhP4 
 

July 22 
A parable is a short story that teaches a lesson. Jesus told many parables, during his life, that taught about the 
kingdom of heaven. The parable of the mustard seed is one of them. A mustard seed is super tiny; however, it 
grows into one of the largest plants- so large that birds can build nests in the branches! So amazing! In 
Matthew chapter 13 Jesus compares the mustard seed to the kingdom of heaven. Like the birds that come to 
nest in the great mustard tree, someday we too will have our feet off the ground and will dwell in the 
‘branches’ of the mustard tree- the kingdom of heaven. 

• You can read the mustard seed parable in Matthew 13:31-32 (or in the children’s Spark Bible on page 
394) or check out  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AknfwLHjPAM for a one-minute video of the 
parable. 

• For our Bible journal entry this week, we are going to write out just a part of a verse from this story, to 
help us remember the parable of the mustard seed. 

 From Matthew 13:31   “…’The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed’…” 

  

Activity 1: Pretend you’re a tiny mustard seed (curl up in to the smallest ball that you can) and then grow! 
Stretch out as far as you can- up to your tippy toes, arms way up in the air. Pretend that birds are living in your 
branches (arms). 
Activity 2: What kind of lesson would you want to teach others if you could? Write a parable about it and 
share it with your family.   
 

July 29 
I pose to you the same question, we asked one of our Sunday School classes: how does 5 +2= 5,000? It doesn’t 
seem possible does it? We’ve all learned in school that 5+2=7, not 5,000. However, Jesus took just 5 loaves of 
bread and 2 fish and he fed 5,000 people! This week’s Gospel (Matthew 14:13-21) looks at the story of 
feeding the five thousand. A large crowd, a “multitude” as Matthew tells us, had gathered to see Jesus. Jesus 
was moved by their gathering to see them and he felt compassion for them.  We see Jesus’ compassion 
throughout the New Testament of the Bible; however, we also see God's compassion throughout the Old 
Testament.  
Today, to help us remember God’s compassion we are going to add a verse from the Old Testament to our 
Bible journal. While this verse is from a different story of the Bible, it helps us remember that God never ceases 
to love us or to have compassion for us. 
  

Lamentations 3:22-23  22Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never 
fail. 23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (NIV) 
  

Activity 1: Draw fish and loaves on today’s page of your Bible journal. 
Activity 2: How has God shown compassion for your family?     
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2020 General Operating Giving through July 23:   

$227,963 

General Operating Expenses through July 23:   

$295,476 
 

Assets: 

General Operating Account: $59,633 
Legacy/Reserve Account: $111,140 

Dedicated/Exchange Account + Capital Campaign: 
  $429,055 

Dedicated/Exchange Account Savings: $6961 
 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                      

 
 
 

 

 

Do you have a prayer request?  Please email your request to office@saving-gracechurch.com and indicate if it is 

a confidential request, or you would like it included on the prayer chain and in the worship service. 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance are always important 
and very much appreciated. 
 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Charles Hill Sr.: Bob & Pam Bee, 

Allan & Ruth Hofland, Stan & Jean Brettingen, John 

Kevin & Janet Johnson, George & Sandy Nelson, 

Bev Nelson, Rod & Judy Alf 

In Memory of Joan Olson:  Todd & Karen Nelson 

In Memory of Theron Pagel:  Chris Heacox 

In Memory of Donna Hoeppner:  Rod & Judy Alf 

In Memory of Janet Wisner:  Rod & Judy Alf 

Television Fund 

In Memory of Roger Albertson:  James Mueller 

In Memory of Donna Hoeppner:  Jeanette Nibaur 

In Memory of Charles Hill Sr.: Margaret Crandell 

 

 

 

As of July 23, $592,378 has been pledged 

to the Capital Campaign,  

with an additional $184,730 non-pledge 
money in the Capital Campaign Account.    

Current Capital Campaign Balance: 
$403,065.84 

                                                    Wednesday Worship Questions 

During our 6:15 Wednesday evening Worship Service, Pastor David & Pastor Dan discuss and try to answer 

your questions.  Do you have scripture questions or spiritual concepts you’ve always wondered about or 

would like explained in more depth?  Please email your questions to office@saving-gracechurch.com (or mail 

to the office).  Tune into our live-stream and see what you can learn!   

 

 

 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com
mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


 
 

 Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 
 
 

In July, in addition to our Monthly gifts to Ephrem and Starfish Kids we donated to: 
 
Jacob’s Jackets  
After losing his best friend at four-years-old in a drowning in Lake Altoona in 2014, Jacob Krager, made it his 
mission to save others from the same tragic death. 
 
Jacob's jackets are available for anyone in need, in honor of, Jacob Lee Schultz who drowned in Lake Altoona. "I 
couldn't let my grandson's death go in vain from drowning which is something that is so preventable,” said 
Kessea Kahl. 
 
Kessea started the Jacob Lee Schultz swimming memorial fund, but then his friend, Jacob Krager jumped on 
board with Jacob's Jackets. "When he sent me that letter about doing the life jacket challenge, it was like let's go 
and he blew it out of the water,” Kahl said.  Since 2014, the group has handed out more than 5,000 life jackets to 
the community and it's just the beginning. "After they are done with them, they can keep them which is perfectly 
fine but they can also put them back if they want to,” said Jacob Krager. Now, heading into a busy season, We 
need life jackets to fill all of the loaner boards at the beaches and boat landings in the Chippewa Valley.  "If I hear 
the loaner boxes are getting low, I will always refill them and always ask for more help,” Krager said.  You can 
donate money at the Jacob Lee Schultz Swimming Fund account at Westconsin Credit Union. To make a donation 
or request a life jacket you can contact Kessea Kahl at 715-933-1623 or visit their Facebook page 
 
https://sites.google.com/site/jlsswimmingmemorial/  or  https://www.facebook.com/jacobsjacketswi/ 
 
Veterans:  Businesses and organizations in the city have been receiving generous grants and donations but we 
haven’t noticed any going to veteran’s groups so we are supplying the local veteran’s office with a number of 
scrip cards for a gas/grocery store to be handed out to veterans, many of whom are disabled or have PTSD. 
 
Beacon House: Glenna reported all meals were covered for our week at Beacon House, with some members 
providing the whole meal, including the Men of Grace who stepped up and sent meals on the day residents 
usually eat at the Community Table but was not available.  A big THANK YOU to all who helped feed these 
homeless families and to Glenna who delivered them all to Beacon House. 
 
We received an update from Jennah Kaul who is still planning on her mission trip which will be 1 month - in 
August - instead of the originally planned 4 months.  
 
We are adding money to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 
 
 
We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one of 
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions. 

   
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need. Contact Pastor 

David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 

-9-   

https://sites.google.com/site/jlsswimmingmemorial/
https://www.facebook.com/jacobsjacketswi/
mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


                                        

 

 
 

 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com  
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com          www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC    YouTube Channel – Saving Grace  

                         

                                    
 

                                  Pastor Irgens presided  

                                    over the following:      

                                       
 

Funerals 

Theresa “Betty” Miller 
June 17 

Theron Pagel 
June 27 

Donald Swagger 
July 3 

Charles Hill Sr. 
July 11 

Donna Hoeppner 
July 22 

 

AND  
 

Wedding  

Amanda Linkletter & Ken Porter 
July 11 
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Scrip Sales 
If you wish to purchase scrip, please preorder by contacting 
either Chet or Dale @ 

Chet’s cell:  715-864-3125 or cberkey@centurytel.net 
Dale’s cell:  715-828-5542 or  sfarley44@hotmail.com 

Arrangements can be made with them to pick up in the 
parking lot on Mondays or Fridays from 8 -10 am. 
 

Mailing Lists 

We are currently mailing large print bulletins for our TV 
Worship service to several of our homebound members.  
If you, or someone you know should be added to that list, 
please contact Julie at office@saving-gracechurch.com , 
jot a note in with your mailed donation, or call the church. 
Note that this bulletin is slightly different than our live-
stream worship bulletin. 

Likewise, we are mailing out monthly newsletters to that 
same list plus some members who aren’t internet 
connected.  If you or someone you know should be on that 
list, please contact Julie as above. 

We want everyone to be connected and informed! 

Answer to puzzle on page 4: 

http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC
mailto:cberkey@centurytel.net
mailto:sfarley44@hotmail.com
mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com

