
A newsletter for members & friends   

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

August 2019 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am 
No Wednesday Worship 

 

                               Throughout the Summer,  we are  
                               collecting School Supplies for African 
                               children.  Teamwork Africa will do 
the shipping and distribution. As you see sales or go to 
thrift sales, think about picking up either new or gently 
used items.  We’ll have a basket in the Fellowship Hall 
for your donations. Thank you! Thanks also to Delma 
Howell for initiating and organizing this project.  

As of July 21st , $471,792 has been 

pledged to the Capital Campaign, 

with an additional $77,197 in the 

Capital Campaign Account.   

  Saving Grace 4th Annual 

  Golf Outing  

  Sunday, September 8    

  12:00 pm Registration 

1:00 pm Start 

Blow the dust off those golf clubs and join us after our 
Rally Day Celebration for the 4th Annual Saving Grace 
Golf Outing at the beautiful Hickory Hills Golf Course!  
The 18-hole scramble with cart AND dinner is only 
$50.  There’ll be goodie bags for all as well as prizes 
and awards for the good, bad, and whatever!  Get 
your foursome together (individual registrations are 
OK too) and register at the scrip table or in the church 
office.  All profits go toward church projects. 
 

Want to sponsor a hole?  We’ll put a sign on it with 
your name or business and message for only $50. 
 

Sounds like fun, but you don’t golf?  Come and join the 
fun and have dinner @ 5:00 pm with us for only $10. 

Sunday, September 8th  

Mark your Calendars! 

The Spirit is moving at Saving Grace!  Look 

for updates about what’s new at your 

church and some exciting plans to welcome 

everyone back for Fall Worship, Sunday 

School, Youth,  & Adult activities. 
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"
6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built 

up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving”.  
      (Colossians 2:6-7) 

A man visited an orange grove where an irrigation pump had broken down. The season was unusually dry 
and some of the trees were beginning to die for lack of water. The worker giving the tour then took him to 
his own orchard where irrigation was used sparingly.  "These trees could go without rain for another 2 
weeks," he said. "You see, when they were young, I frequently kept water from them. This hardship caused 
them to send their roots deeper into the soil in search of moisture. When the rain is sparse, they get the 
water they need, while other trees don’t make it. 

Sometimes we look at our lives and we wonder what God is doing. We wonder if He is even listening. We 
don’t realize that during difficult times and times of blessing, that God is teaching us to rely on Him. It’s all 
about faith in Christ. It’s realizing that He is the Good Shepherd of the sheep. He is our shepherd. He is your 
shepherd. He is there to guide you every step of the way and is preparing your path. 

“5Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 6In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)  

We should know better. Ask yourself, “Has God always been faithful to me in the past?” I know in my life I 
have failed Christ, but He has never failed me. I should know better; He is always there to guide us. We 
aren’t always willing to listen. 

A young girl was traveling on the train for the first time through the country. It happened that the train had 
to go over two branches of a river and several wide streams. As she looked ahead, she could see the river, 
but she couldn’t see the bridge hidden by the train. As the train drew near the river, however, a bridge 
appeared, and furnished a way over. Two or three times the experience was repeated, and finally she got it. 
With a long sigh of relief, she put her hands behind her head and leaned back and confidently said, 
“Somebody has put bridges for us all the way!” 

That’s it! We worry about so many things and we don’t place out trust in Christ. "6As you therefore have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:6-7) Jesus  is 
with us every step of the way. We belong to Christ and have been rooted, built up, established in the faith, 
that we might live our lives in Him giving thanks to God. That’s where we find peace. 

Christ continues to guide us as we trust in Him. Beth Joosten, Assistant Professor of Music from UWEC has 
joined our staff in a half time position as the coordinator of Worship Services and Music. She is incredibly 
talented and we look forward to working with her. I have been working with the Personnel Committee and 
they are interviewing three candidates for a half time position in Children’s Education. We have good 
candidates. The Call Committee has been working diligently and has a great candidate for the Associate 
Pastor Position. We are prayerfully waiting his reply and the next step. The Capital Campaign is going well! 
We raised over half a million dollars toward our goal of 1.5 million. Christ is always faithful! 

We are growing and have exciting new possibilities in our future. Christ is at work in Saving Grace Lutheran. 
Enjoy the Summer, see you in worship! 

In Christ Jesus our Lord,   

Pastor David Irgens 
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Funerals 

Harold Freid  July 17 

Interment 

Colleen Heacox July 5 

Baptism 

Zoey Marie Cooper  July 21 

Daughter of  
Christopher Cooper & Kaitlin Bridges 

 

The Red Cross Blood Drive was a great success. 
Thirty units were collected (Double Red Cell 
donations =2).  Thank you to all who donated, 
Pam Bee & Kevin Balash for printing bulletin 
inserts, Barb Medford for working all day & the 
Monday morning cleaning crew who moved 
tables & chairs to accommodate the Red Cross 
set up. Our next Blood Drive will be Monday, 
December 9, 2019 from 12pm- 6pm.   

 Your Favorite Bible Verses 

“I need this to remember it is not my place to judge 
anyone, especially the people who self-righteously 
judge me.” 

John 5:19, 22-24 
19 Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, the Son can 
do nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father 
doing; for whatever the Father does, the Son does 
likewise.  
22 The Father judges no one but has given all judgment 
to the Son, 23 so that all may honor the Son just as they 
honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son 
does not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Very truly, I 
tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under 
judgment, but has passed from death to life.  

 
“Sometimes I need a reminder that all I have is 
from God and is God’s, and not my own.” 

1 Chronicles 29:16-17 
16 O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have 
provided for building you a house for your holy name 
comes from your hand and is all your own. 17 I know, my 
God, that you search the heart, and take pleasure in 
uprightness; in the uprightness of my heart I have freely 
offered all these things, and now I have seen your 
people, who are present here, offering freely and 
joyously to you. 
 

“This reminds me that just because I’ve always 
done something a certain way, or had in the past, 
that may not be the best way anymore.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1  
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven”  
 

Do you have a favorite Bible verse?  Maybe a 
few favorites?  Let us know!  We’d like to share 
some more Saving Grace favorites in the 
newsletter and maybe on the website, so we 
need your help!   

                                  Beginning in April, the L.E.    
                                  Phillips  Memorial Public Library  
                                  in Eau Claire has employed  a full 
                                  -time Community Resources 
Specialist.  Libby Richter, a social worker, focuses on 
addressing poverty, mental health, and substance 
abuse issues.  She may help people fill out housing 
applications, apply for government programs , assist 
a person to get into rehab for substance abuse, and 
acts as a resource for other programs or assistance.  
People may be referred by Sojourner House, 
Positive Avenues, the police department or other 
social services.    She also helps people who walk in 
on their own for help. 

               “Being negative only makes a 
           journey more difficult.   
           You may be given a cactus, 
but you don’t have to sit on it.”   
                                  Joyce Meyer 
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 Don’t forget the scrip for gas as you 
travel this summer!  We’ve got you 
covered for gifts & groceries too!  

     As of  July 22: 

YTD Rebates:  $ 7610.00         
Scrip Balance: $ 34,212.00 

Scrip is sold prior to Saturday & Sunday  
services and in the office Monday-

Thursday.  

January—July 21, 2019   General Operating  

Income: $241,179.83       Expenses:  $230,093.76 

2019 Budgeted Income: $254,765.00 

General Operating Account Balance: $64,832.20 

Legacy Account Balance: $75,529.27 

Exchange Account Balance:  $180,625.36 

Thank You! 

Thanks to all who participated in the 
TV Raffle!  Over $1920 was raised 
for the Capital Campaign Fund. 

-Donna Switzer & Bobbi McCormick 

News 
Calling all crafters!  The bazaar 
may not be until November, but 
it's not too early to think about 
items for the Silent Auction! 
Remember - they need to be "one
-of-a-kind" with a minimum value 
of $25.  Contact Ruth Hofland or 
the church office regarding your 
donations. Thank you!  

Moved? Changed Phone #’s? 

If you’ve moved, changed phone #’s,  
cancelled your land line, or have a new email 
address, PLEASE let us know!  Our data base is 
mostly built on information from several years 
ago, and YOU are the only one who can help us 
keep your information up to date.  Call the 
church office, leave a note or email Julie at 
office@saving-gracechurch with any changes.   

 As a Mission Church, Saving Grace is committed to 
sharing Christ’s love in our community.  Our next 
“Beacon House Week” will start on August 18th. 

For our week in June, we tried something new to get 
more people involved and it seemed to work great! For 
August, we will again be asking for donations of 
hotdishes, salads and desserts for each day of our week. 
No need to make an entire meal.   Just sign up and bring 
your food item (enough for 10 or so people) by 4:30 pm 
to the church, and we’ll get it delivered.   

What’s new: 

Please bring warm items to church ready to serve at 
4:30 pm—the logistics of heating up items doesn’t run 
smoothly. 

Cold items may by placed in refrigerator #2 in the 
hallway.  Be sure to mark for Beacon House! 

Look for the sign-up sheet on the table  as you enter the 
Sanctuary, and help us share Christ’s love by caring for 
those who are in need in our community.  This is our last 
volunteer week at Beacon House for the year, so be sure 
to get involved! 

Volunteers are also needed for overnight stays and to 
help deliver meals. Start thinking about your availability 
for the week of August 18th.  The sign-up for these 
opportunities to serve are up in the entryway. 

Questions? Contact Glenna Jones @ 936-870-8552 

 

God does not need your good works,  
but your neighbor does. 

                                               Martin Luther 

4

https://www.azquotes.com/author/9142-Martin_Luther


 

Glad you asked: 
   

“At the 10:30 Service, could it be better, to be as a family, if we sat together to listen and not so far apart?”  Great 
idea!  When you sit close to someone…it feels more like you are both participating in the same thing! When we 
separate ourselves from other people, it creates this sense of seclusion. “I am in this on my own.” That’s what you 
driving down the road in your car is for…that’s what your personal prayer times and Bible reading are for…that’s not 
what our church worship gathering is for! Sitting close to someone else should remind you that together, we are 
praising God!  What do you think 10:30 worshipers?  Are you willing to “change” and sit together?  How about the 
Saturday and 8:30 folks?  Who would be willing to take the lead? 

“Can we have a visual posted in the narthex to track contributions to the Capital Campaign?”  We must be reading 
your mind!  The Capital Campaign Cabinet is working on just such a visual.  You should see it soon! 
 

If you have an idea, for either the church or the newsletter,  a suggestion, or a question, write it down (can be 
anonymous) and put in the Idea/Question box outside the Sanctuary, or contact Pastor Irgens  or a Staff member.  
We’ll get your answer  or  share as many ideas as we can each month in “Our Journey”. 

HEAD USHERS NEEDED! 

We need 12 people to serve as Head 
Ushers on Sundays (one month each 
per year).  It’s easy and training is 
available!  Please see John Ruesch, or 
call the church office if you would be 
willing to serve your church in this 
capacity. 

2019 Church Council 

Kevin Balash, President 

Patty Dundas, Secretary 

Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 

Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,  

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,  

Cindy Joy Fischer, Keith Muchow,  

Stephanie Faherty 

For contact information, please refer to 

your Church Directory or call the Church 

Office.  See bios of each Council Member 

on the “News” Bulletin Board. 

Saving Grace Lutheran Church Committees 
These are your hard-working committees that meet regularly.  
If you have a question, special interest in one of these areas, or 
wish to volunteer, be sure to contact one of the members. 

 

Mission/Outreach:  Kay Granger (Chair),  Brenda Marlow, Judy 
Tulgren,  Glenna Jones, Barb Mathson 
Meets 1st Monday of the month @ 5:30 
 

Personnel:  Criss Gutch (Chair), Kevin Balash (Council Rep), Paul 
Dundas, Tim Samuelson  
Meets as needed 
 

Worship & Music:  Richard Kokemoor (Chair), Georgene 
Britton, Patty Dundas (Council Rep), Georgene Britton, Kathy 
Berkey, Ruth Hofland 
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month @5:00 
 

Church Management:  Chris Heacox (Chair), Bill Cunningham & 
Dani Volz (Council Reps), Bob Bee, Otis Franke, Sharon 
Barnhart, Stan Brettingen, Sharon Risberg, Michelle Otto, 
Gerald Dusick  
Meets 2nd Monday of the month @5:30 
 

Discipleship:  Jean Brettingen & Ginny Franke (Co-Chairs),  
Cindy Joy Fischer & Steven Dusick (Council Reps), Darleen 
Bauer, Sandy Nelson, Rita McCarty, Betsy Ruesch 
Meets 2nd Monday of the month @ 5:30 
 

Christian Education:  Bobbi McCormick (Chair), Wilson Lund & 
Keith Muchow, (Council Reps), Tracey Samuelson, Donna 
Switzer, Melissa Corlett, Sandy Rud, Renae Hestekin 
Meets as designated.  
 

Any changes or updates to this list?  Please contact Julie in the 
church office.  office@saving-gracechurch.com      Thank you! 
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We send worship bulletins to each person on 
our homebound list.  If you or someone you 
know should be added to this list, please contact 
the church office.   

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Phillip Hagel:  Dale & Sherry Farley, 
Kevin Balash 

In Memory of Deloris Kopp: Connie Denk-Demoe, 
Carol Sprague 

In Memory of Harold Freid: Arnie & Irene Johnson, 
Carol & Robert Pickhardt,  Chet & Kathy Berkey, Judy 
Tulgren, Deborah Machmeier, Stan & Jean 
Brettingen, Noel & Carol Swartz, Jean Parkhurst, 
John & Carol Mieske, Robert & Beatrice Frazee, Rod 
& Judy Alf, Nancy Gabus Bridges, Bob & Pam Bee, 
Peter Birschbach, Christopher & Teresa Bodenburg, 
Mary Bolle, Edna Frazier, Rolland FreidPaul 
Gilbertson, Cindy Hanson, Sandy Nelson, Lester 
Paulson, Michael  & Carol Pickerign, Kristine & Matt 
Squier, Michael & Judy Reetz, Ron & Susan Waits 

Capital Campaign Fund 

In Memory of Harold Freid: Rick Dailey & Paula 
Harms, Daniel & Donna Mayer, Dolly Papke, Brenda 
Marlow, Richard & Kathleen Carlson, Paul & Patty 
Dundas, Pete & Renae Hestekin, Michael & Jane 
Brown 

Sunday School Exchange Fund 

In Memory of Harold Freid:  Doug & Jill Klawiter 

Television Fund 

In Memory of Harold Freid:  Jerry & Rosemary 
Schmidt,  Richard & Alice Klingbeil 

In Memory of Mary Dehnke: Dolores Zimmerman 

 

                                                                                       Altar Flowers Program 
We have an altar flower program with Brent 
Douglas Flowers.  Order flowers in honor of 
someone or a special event, in memory of a loved 
one, or just to help beautify our Sanctuary.  
Bouquets are $15 each.  Sign up in the book near 
the front door (please print!) or in the office. 

Thank You For Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis 
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration or 
remembrance  are always important and very much 
appreciated. 

                                   The Reading Club meets year- 
                                   round every  second Tuesday 
                                   of the month @ 1:30 pm in the 
Meeting Room at church for lively and interesting 
discussion and fellowship.  We bring in books, 
newspaper articles and magazine stories that we 
find interesting to share and discuss as a group.   

Who  will you invite to Saving Grace in 
August? 

 

Make it your goal to extend at least one 
invitation to your church this month! 

Hospital Visits 

If you are in the hospital and would like a 
pastoral visit we want to be there!  Be sure to let 
the hospital know you are a member of Saving 
Grace.  Better yet, call us or have a family 
member call us when you are or will be in the 
hospital.  Due to HIPAA laws we are limited in 
the information we can obtain from health care 
facilities.  The best way to reach Pastor David is 
to call the church office during business hours or 
call the emergency cell phone (715.797.1000) on 
weekends or evenings.  

                                  

                                       The Call Committee has  
                                       continued to interview   
                                       candidates for the position 
of associate pastor. It is still our hope to secure 
someone to fill this position. Another call has 
been offered. We are currently waiting for a 
response. Please continue to pray that God's 
plan for Saving Grace Lutheran Church can be 
fulfilled.   
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Articles for the September newsletter are due to Julie Atkinson in the Church Office by August 23. 

             

 

                       Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

                                            
Gifts in July: 
 

On July 8th, Brenda delivered a carload of items including shoes, backpacks, socks, snacks, sleeping bags, 
inflatable mattress, and umbrellas purchased from funds authorized for the Chippewa Valley Street 
Ministry  and donated items at Good Shepherd Church for distribution.   
 

Kadi, 10 years old and Tenley , 18 years old are two girls from Augusta currently fighting cancer.  Kadi has 
bone cancer and had to have her fibula removed.  Tenley has a large tumor at the base of her brain. One 
family is having to travel to Rochester for medical care, the other to Minneapolis.  We are sending each 
family a scrip card for gas to help with their travel expenses. 
 

We authorized 10 gas scrip cards for veterans.  They will be distributed by the Veterans Administration at 
the Court House to low income and disabled vets. 
 

We sent our usual monthly gifts to Ephrem and Starfish Kids. 
    

Don’t forget, we are collecting  school supplies for Teamwork Africa, and wish list items for the Chippewa 
Valley Street Mission (check last month’s newsletter or their website for a list).  We are always open to 
ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Just place your requests/suggestions in 
the Mission mailbox (in the church office), the Idea/Question box in the hallway, drop off in the Church 
Office, or contact a Mission Committee member. 

Have you signed up? 

The church runs smoothly with the help of many volunteers.  We have dedicated coordinators for 
Greeters  (Dorothy Eberhardt) and Communion Servers (Marlene Wendt), and Donna Switzer as our 
major cheerleader!  Help them and your church out today and sign up to volunteer! 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ’s Annual Gathering is a four-day event featuring keynote speakers, 
worship and Bible study, breakout sessions, vendors and plenty of opportunities for fellowship and networking.  Pastor 
David will be attending the gathering.  Saving Grace Lutheran Church is allowed one more voting member, but 
additional non-voting members may attend as well.   For more detailed information go to: www.lcmc.net/annual-
gathering.   

If you have interest in attending the gathering, please see Pastor David—Early Bird Registration ( the lowest price) ends 
August 15, but you may register up until the event.  

LCMC 19th Annual Gathering and Convention 

September 29 - October 2, 2019  |  CHI Health Center Omaha, NE    
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Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com          

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

7:30 am Men’s  
                     Breakfast 

5 pm Worship 

4 
8:30 & 10:30 
        Worship 

5 
1 pm Crafters 

5:30 pm Mission 

6 
10 am Staff  
                  Meeting 

7 
10:15 Clearwater  
  Care Ctr Worship 

8 9 
9 am –12 pm  
      Helping  Hands   
(Fellowship Hall) 

10 
7:30 am Men’s  
                     Breakfast 

5 pm Worship 

11 
8:30 & 10:30 
        Worship 

12 
1 pm Crafters 

5 pm Discipleship 

5:30 pm Management 

6 pm Christian Ed. 

13 
7:30 am—12 pm  
           Lefse  Making 

10 am Staff Meeting 

1:30 pm Reading  
                       Club 

14 
2:30 pm  Lake  
       Hallie Worship 

15 
5 pm Wedding 
   Rehearsal (offsite) 

16 
4pm  Culver &  
      Berry Wedding 

(offsite) 

17 
7:30 am Men’s  
                     Breakfast 

5 pm Worship 

18 
Beacon House 

Week 
8:30 & 10:30 
        Worship 

19 
Beacon House Week 

1 pm Crafters 

20 
Beacon House Week 

10 am Staff Meeting 

6:30 pm Radio Club 

21 
Beacon House 

Week 

22 
Beacon House 

Week 
9:30 am Oakwood  
                     Worship 

23 
Beacon House 

Week 

24 
Beacon House Week 

7:30 am Men’s  
                     Breakfast 

5 pm Worship 

25 
8:30 & 10:30 
        Worship 

26 
1 pm Crafters 

27 
7:30 am—12 pm  
           Lefse  Making 

10 am Staff Meeting 

6 pm Church Council 

28 
2:30 pm  Lake  
       Hallie Worship 

29 
9:30 am Oakwood  
                     Worship 

30 31 
7:30 am Men’s  
                     Breakfast 

5 pm Worship 

Calendar is subject to change.  Please refer to your weekly bulletin announcements for updates. 
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