
  

 
 

 

 

 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A newsletter for members and friends of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Sunday, April 10th 
8:30 am & 10:00 am Worship 
Children’s Program at both services 

11:30 am Parking Lot 
 

Tuesday, April 12th  
11:00 am Easter Luncheon & Worship 

 

Wednesday, April 13th 
9:30am – 6:00 pm Prayer Vigil 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 14th  
Noon- Parking Lot 
6:00 pm Worship 

 

Good Friday, April 15th  
Noon- Parking Lot 
6:00 pm Worship 

 

Easter Saturday, April 16th  
5:00 pm Worship 

 

Easter Sunday, April 17th  
7:00 am Sunrise Service 
7:30-9:30 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Worship 
9:30-10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt 

10:00 am Worship 
11:30 am Parking Lot Worship 
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Thank you to all who picked up a Lenten 
Offering box. Please return the boxes to 

church the week after Easter.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed 
their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, 
but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to 
sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the 
tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, 
and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths 
by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.”  (Luke 24:2-5) 

I’ve heard many times, grandchildren will come up to their grandparents or parents and say, “Why are you crying? 
Grandpa is in heaven.” Even though we know that to be the truth, because of faith in Jesus Christ, we still grieve. We 
miss the relationship we once had with the one we loved. For those who have faith in Christ, we know that the pain 
is less than for those who think that death is the end. It takes the work of the Holy Spirit to reveal the hope we have 
in Christ’s resurrection.  

Jesus told the disciples about His death and resurrection, yet they couldn’t understand it. The first time is recorded 
in Luke 9:19-22, Jesus asked the disciples “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19They answered, “John the Baptist; 
but others, Elijah; and still others, that one of the ancient prophets has arisen.” 20He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Peter answered, “The Messiah of God.” 21He sternly ordered and commanded them not to tell 
anyone, 22saying, “The Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” A second time is in Luke 9:43-45. After casting a demon out 
of a man’s son, “43…all were astounded at the greatness of God. While everyone was amazed at all that he was 
doing, he said to his disciples, 44“Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into 
human hands.” 45But they did not understand this saying; its meaning was concealed from them, so that they could 
not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.” The third time Jesus tells them about His death 
is in Luke 18:31-34.  31Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32For he will be handed over 
to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. 33After they have flogged him, they will kill him, 
and on the third day he will rise again.” 34But they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said 
was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.” In Luke Jesus tells the disciples three times about 
His death and two of those times He mentions that he will rise again. The key is that, “they understood nothing 
about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.” 

We live in a word that is still skeptical of the resurrection and even though we may tell others that Jesus has risen 
from the dead, we sometimes get lost in our grief. We know we are to place our trust in Christ and what He has 
done through his life, death and resurrection, but we still struggle to trust in Him. Even the disciples didn’t 
understand everything. After the women were told by the angels that Jesus was alive, they remembered what Christ 
had said. They told the disciples, “11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” 
(Luke 24:12) Peter had to go and see it for Himself, yet he didn’t understand until Jesus appeared to Peter. “6So we 
are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—
 7for we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Cor. 5:6-7) We live our lives in confidence and in service to Him that we may 
live a life that is pleasing to Christ. (2 Cor.5:8-9) 

“He has risen! He has risen indeed!” 

Pastor David Irgens   
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12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the 
sin that clings so closely,[a] and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of[b] the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

        -Hebrews 12:1-2 

 For the past couple of months, we have been reflecting on the change that so often shakes up our lives. 
We’ve gained wisdom from James as he encourages us to trust God in the midst of various different trials. We’ve 
spent the season of Lent reflecting on how we can let God clean up our hearts through sacrifice so that he might 
make his home there. Now, we come back again to Easter to reflect on the sacrifice that our Lord Jesus Christ 
made for our sake when he gave up his life on the cross.  

 It’s at the cross that we realize the point of all our sacrificing. As we’ve gone through the season of Lent, 
we’ve been discovering the joy of prayer, the joy of fasting, the joy of self-denial, the joy of reading God’s Word, 
and the joy of giving. Most of us never hear about the joy of sacrifice before we find it in the cross. Otherwise, 
we think that getting and receiving are how we find true joy! We day dream about someone recognizing our 
work and our efforts. We wish that certain family members and friends were still alive for us to spend time with. 
We wonder what life could be like if we had a little more money in retirement. But, true joy doesn’t come in 
getting and receiving. True joy comes in a life of sacrifice first to God and then to our neighbors.  

 Jesus knew this as he went to the cross. He knew that a sacrifice of his life would be pleasing to God and 
life-giving to everyone who believed in him. His sacrifice is what gives us the peace to give up, actually sacrifice, 
parts of our lives—time, money, and preferences—to have a relationship with God and live a life of blessing to 
our neighbor. 

 As we celebrate Easter, we will be reminded again of what God has handed over to us in Jesus Christ, the 
joy of life in his name. Then, we too will be able to endure a life of sacrifice because of the joy set before us. We 
won’t be concerned with getting praise, but we will be an encouragement to others, blessing them by 
recognizing the good gifts God has given them. We won’t be completely consumed by those that we miss, but 
we will be blessing to others by reaching out to those we might not know in order to cherish new relationships. 
We won’t be wrapped up in dreaming about a perfect retirement, but we will find the abundance that God has 
given us so that we might give it away to help ease the burdens of our neighbor.  

 Faith in Jesus Christ is what transforms our hearts to live in this way! Here, we will be able to follow Jesus 
and live a life of sacrifice because of the joy set before us in him, our savior and friend. 

 

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan  
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      Music Notes by Beth Joosten, Music Director  
 
 

A prayer for musicians:   
Bless them, O Lord, as they sing praises to You, and glorify Your Name. Let their music be a witness to Your majesty 

and love, and remind us all of Your presence in our lives. 
 

THANKS TO ALL WHO SHARE THEIR  
MUSICAL GIFTS WITH US!!! 

 

We have been so blessed with people who have willingly shared their musical talent with us!! In 
March we heard beautiful music from the following on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings at 
worship:  Ron Johnson (Trombone), Saving Grace Choir, and Dave Isaacson, Scott Isaacson, Pam 
Crandell, and Ruth Hofland (Vocal Quartet) and our Holden Evening Prayer Leaders - Scott Isaacson, 
Shayla Menter, Richard Kokemor, Jamie Doran, Pastor David, and Pastor Dan.  Thank you so much!! 
We are truly grateful for your gift of music which beautifully enhances our worship services!! 
 

If you would like to get involved in the music at Saving Grace, we would love to have you join us!!  
Here are some options: 
 

Join the Choir:  Choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and sings for worship twice a 
month.  New members are ALWAYS welcome to join!! Contact Beth at sglcmusic@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 

Provide special music: We are always looking for people to provide special music or a special talent 
for worship services.  If you would be interested in doing this, please contact Beth at 
sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 
Join a worship team: Instrumentalists (keyboard, guitar, bass, drums, etc.) and vocalists are welcome to 
audition for a position on the worship team. Contact Beth at sglcmusic@gmail.com if you are interested. 
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Musician Spotlight …  
 

George Metropolus - Guitar and vocalist 
 
George and his family just recently joined Saving Grace 
Lutheran and is graciously contributing his musical talent to the 
worship band at the contemporary service. George is originally 
from Cameron, WI. He currently lives in Altoona with his fiancé, 
Emily. They have a 9 month old boy, Georgie. He is a dentist at 
Bullis Pond Dental. In his free time, George enjoys spending 
time with his family, hunting, and fishing.  
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Women’s Retreat! 
Saturday, May 7th 
8:30am – 4:00pm 

(Sessions begin at 9:00am) 

Cost: $20 
(Cost includes breakfast, lunch, and retreat 

materials.) 

Please contact Jamie Doran or 
Melissa Corlett to register, volunteer, 

or for more information.  
 

Registration deadline is April 10th. 
Register at church or using the following 

link: 
https://forms.gle/SSnLSUXwkvzBGijA6 

 

NEW Tuesday Night Bible Study 
beginning 

April 26th at 6:30pm 

                                   

April 17-23 
At least one volunteer is needed each day of our 

hosting week, but feel free to team up with 
someone to volunteer.  

A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

Questions or to sign up call:  
Glenna Jones 936-870-8552 

 

Sundays at 9:30am in the front of the 
Fellowship Hall.  

Current topic of study: Leviticus 

Reaching Our Neighbors in Need 

Do you know someone- a congregation member, a 
neighbor, or a community member- that could just use 

a little help? Consider nominating them for the new 
Discipleship program “Reaching Our Neighbors in 

Need”.  

$25 Kwik Trip scrip gift cards have been given by the 
Mission Committee to the Discipleship Committee to use 

for this new program.  

See a Discipleship Committee member for more 
information on nominating a neighbor in need.  

-5- 



  

  

 

"I scream, you scream we all 
scream for ICE CREAM!" 

 

April 24th @1:00pm 

Olson's Ice Cream 
(downtown EC) 

 

Save the Summer Dates: 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
August 15th & 16th 

9am- Noon 
Registration starts soon! 

Summer Idea Alert!! We are looking in to doing a weekly or 

monthly morning kids’ event throughout the summer months. Ideas 
so far are a book club, crafts, games, music, skits, and of course, 
play-time. This would be different than our VBS event. If this is 
something you’d be interested in sending your child to or helping out 
at please contact Melissa savinggraceeducation@gmail.com.  
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With so many Bible studies available, we want to know 
what you are interested in and what we should offer at 

Saving Grace.  

Later in April we’ll be sending out a survey to help us select 
studies/topics and help members find a small group.  

Thank you in advance for helping us with this survey.  

 

4th Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
& Silent Auction 

April 30, 2022 

4:00pm – 7:00 pm 
Join us for a delicious spaghetti dinner, 

made by the Men of Saving Grace. 
Many silent auction items will be 

available to bid on. 

*** 

“Sofas for Service” provided household furnishings 
to 128 Veterans last year.  We purchased 93 new 
beds at a cost of about $24,000.  Our volunteers 
logged 4374 hours and traveled 31,424 miles to 

accomplish our mission of helping Veterans in need. 

“Sofas” has furnished at least 30 Veteran’s homes 
so far this year.  The demand keeps growing.  This 

congregation has been a great source of support for 
“Sofas for Service.”   

Thank you and God Bless our Veterans! 

*** 

Another event directly benefiting Sofas for Service 
is RCU’s Rock the Riverfront.    This event will be 
held on June 25th at Phoenix Park.   When you 
run/walk, you will get one vote. If you cannot 
walk/run that day, please consider buying votes for 
Sofas for Service.  One vote is $2.00.  The top vote 
getter will get $15,000. 

Here is the link to Rock the Riverfront to register or 
buy votes.   

https://www.rcu.org/about-royal/community/rock-the-
riverfront 

 

Summer fellowship & volunteer opportunities: 

June 4th & 5th 
Chippewa Valley Air Show 

 
June 11th & 12th 

Brat Stand 
(Festival Foods on Mall Drive) 

 
July 30th 

Congregational Picnic 
More information to come about all events listed above. 

We will be welcoming new members from our 
March membership classes on April 24, 2022.  



 

Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, cards were received from: Spirit of Christmas, Teamwork Africa and Ashley Furniture 
*Hope to Dream * 

In March monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Hope Gospel Mission (Easter Dinner), 
Children’s Charities of Hallie, WI, and Iowa tornado victims.  

 

 

Children’s Charities is a nonprofit organization that works to raise awareness and educate others 
about dyslexia and reading for children! 

For more information about Children’s Charities of Hallie, WI visit http://readwi.org or their Facebook 
Page (Children’s Charities). 

 

The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone who helped with the collection of belts and 
scrip cards for our homeless community in the Chippewa Valley. The project has been very 
successful and we are working on plans for future collections/donations.  

 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or 
email one of our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your 
suggestions. 

 A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need. 
Contact Pastor David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance are always important 
and very much appreciated. 
 

General Operating Fund 
In Memory of Georgene Britten: Arnie & Irene 
Johnson, Rollie & Roberta (McCormick) Larson, 
Donna Switzer 
In Memory of Jan Nibauer: Arnie & Irene Johnson 
 
 

Television Fund 
In Memory of Jan Nibauer: Jean Parkhurst, Jerry & 
Rosemary Schmidt 
 
Capital Campaign 
In Honor of Chet & Kathy Berkey’s 50th Wedding 
Anniversary: Stan & Jean Brettingen, Bev Nelson 
In Memory of Georgene Britten: Darlene Bauer, 
Stan & Jean Brettingen, Paul & Patty Dundas, Cindy 
Joy Fischer, Doug & Jill Klawiter, John & Carol 
Mieske, Sharon Risberg 
In Memory of Jan Nibauer: Judy Alf, Stan & Jean 
Brettingen, Darlene Bauer, Bob & Bea Frazee, 
Brenda Marlow, John & Carol Mieske, George & 
Sandy Nelson, Ginny Wright 
 

 

Capital Campaign balance as of  
February 28, 2022: $53,009 
(Paid Construction Expenses: $1,131,949) 
Mortgage Loan: $336,204 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  
needed and appreciated! 

2022 General Operating as of 
February 28th: 

Donations: $61,240 

  Expenses: $73,096 

Deficit: ($11,676) 

Thank you for your continued 
support! 

Thank You! Mark Slabbekoorn for the 
drone photo! 

 

*Reminder- please do not enter the building 
site when workers are there.  It’s so exciting to 
see the progress of our new church, but let’s 
help them keep on track by staying away 
during work times. Thank you! 



 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Balash:  President 
Michelle Otto: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Michelle Volz: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Ruth Hofland, Wilson Lund, Mary Schneider, 
Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 
 

 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Office Email: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC      YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
 

 Wednesday:  Noon Parking Lot  
   6:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Saturday:      5:00 pm Traditional (in-person only) 
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional In-person & Livestream 
                            9:30 am Education  
                          10:00 am Contemporary In-person & Livestream 
                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 
                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 
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In lieu of ordering live lilies and tulips, as our sanctuary does not offer natural light 
to help the plants thrive, we’d like to offer the opportunity to make a special 
donation in support of our Capital Campaign in Honor of or in Memory of loved 
ones.  If you would like to honor a loved one and support the ministry of Saving 
Grace Lutheran Church, please fill in the form below and return with your donation 
at worship, by mail, at the parking lot service, or during office hours.  

 

In Honor of             In Memory of 
(circle one) 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by: ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount: $_____________ 

 

The list of honorariums will be published in the May newsletter. 

Happy Easter! 

Easter 2022 


