
April 2021 

  

Maundy Thursday, April 1 

12:00 pm Parking Lot Worship 

6:30 pm Worship & 1st Communion 

(Live-streamed & Limited in-person) 

 

Good Friday, April 2 

12:00 pm Parking Lot Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

(Live-streamed and in-person) 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

8:30 & 10:00 am Traditional Worship 

(Live-streamed and in-person) 

11:30 Parking Lot Worship 
 

 

 

                            
 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 

         

A newsletter for members & friends of 

Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 
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PLEASE NOTE: As Christians we are 

called to love and care for our 

neighbors.  We expect you to please 

wear a mask at all times if you are in 

the church building; including the 

Fellowship Hall, Vestibule, Sanctuary, 

Office and Kitchen.  This applies EVEN 

IF you have been vaccinated. Thank you 

for helping to keep everyone safe! 
 

 

For all who have received Covid 
Vaccinations! 

I call on you, my God, for you will 
answer me; turn your ear to me and 

hear my prayer. 
Psalm 17:6 

 

 

Save the Date!   

Blood Drive @ Saving Grace on June 14th! 

Articles for the May newsletter are due to 

Julie Atkinson via email office@saving-

gracechurch.com or “snail mail” by April 

21, 2021. 

 



                                                                                          

"14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira 
and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When 
she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.”     (Acts 16:15) 
  

Some time ago I was on a plane flight and we had to buckle in because the turbulence was so violent. Even I 
was a little worried. I knew that we had a wonderful promise in heaven waiting for us, but I felt as if I had a 
lot more to do here. As soon as we landed and everyone was off of the flight, I saw one of the flight 
attendants on her phone. Her husband wasn’t home and after the voice mail picked up, she said, “It’s good to 
hear your voice. I just wanted to tell you we go to Minneapolis… I miss you and I love you… Okay, I’ll talk to 
you later.” She said volumes in just a few words. Her husband may never realize that she was afraid for her 
life and she needed to hear the one who grounded her. So, she told him she loved him and was thinking 
about Him. What if we had only five minutes to tell the one we loved that we loved them. I think there 
would be a lot of cell phones with people on them trying to choke out to words. Why wait. 
  

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “Love is our highest word and the synonym for God.” Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
wrote, “The conclusion is always the same: Love is the most powerful and still the most unknown energy of 
the world.” The love that we feel in this world is a mere reflection of the Love that Christ has for us, without 
it or the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we wouldn’t understand God’s Love. 

  

Jesus never forgets. He is seated at the right hand of God interceding for us, praying for us. He remembers 
the details and gives us just what we need that we may know that he loves us. 1 Corinthians 13 4-8, 13 talks 
about the Love that God has for us, “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
ends… now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” The Love that is spoken 
about here is the Love that Christ/God has for us. We can be certain that in all situations our Heavenly Father 
is patient and kind, even when we try His patients. God listens to our needs and fears and bearing all things, 
believing/knowing, hoping with certainty, that we shall endure the present difficulties in life abiding in God’s 
Love for our lives. Jesus walks into our lives and says, “Peace be with you, my peace I give to you.” (John 
14:27) 

  

Lydia, a rich merchant who sold rare and expensive purple cloth, saw this for the first time in her life. She saw 
the Love that Christ had for her and she and her household were baptized. Paul boldly proclaimed the Love 
that Christ to Lydia and the Holy Spirit it says opened her heart to listen to what he said. Lydia responded in 
belief and invited Paul to stay at her house. 

  

During this pandemic we continue to reach out to others through streaming, the Parking Lot Service, opening 
up our Worship Services to more people. Remember there are still those who need to hear a reassuring voice 
saying “I love you.” Christ came to bring us peace and remind us He has prepared a place for us that we may 
tell others what He has done. All to God’s Glory, because God first loved us and gave us His Son, so that 
whoever believes in him shall not parish but have eternal life. 

  

May you be strengthened as you share the Love of Christ with others, this month, 
 
Pastor David Irgens 
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     From Pastor Dan                                              

        
 

 

   Pastor Dan Contd. on page 4 
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“For there is a great difference between ‘Christ is a Savior and king,’ and ‘Christ is my Savior and my 

king.’” – Martin Luther, “Easter Sunday Morning March 28, 1529”  

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” 

we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 

with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. – 2 Corinthians 2:13-14 

God has been speaking to us throughout the days of Lent. We have been hearing from him often 

whether through the Wednesday Lenten service or Sunday worship service, devotionals, bible studies, 

televised services, or radio shows and music. So, what has he been saying? What has he been telling us 

through the Cross, the Holy Spirit, Prayer, Jesus Christ, and the Word? He has been telling us who Christ 

is for us. 

We don’t learn about Christ in the same way we learn about someone who does good work. It’s not the 

same as hearing, “That salon is the absolute best. You should get your hair cut there some time.” It’s not 

the same as getting some recommendation, “This doctor fixed up my shoulder real nice, you should 

consider going with him.” No, the moment we hear about Christ he has already worked on us. It would 

be like hearing the word about the barber from a friend to find out that, in that very moment, your hair 

was cut! It would be like hearing the word about the doctor, and in that very moment, your hip was 

healed!  

God didn’t want to just tell us something that we might act on or take advantage of. He didn’t want to 

just give us another activity or hobby to mark on the calendar to keep us busy. No, God has been 

speaking to us about the death and resurrection of Jesus during this season leading up to Easter so that 

it might be our own. When you hear that Christ died and three days later rose from the dead, that it is 

your death and resurrection that is being talked about! 

This is one of the things Luther emphasized in his morning and afternoon sermons on Easter in 1529. 

This good news about Jesus gets into our lives and actually frees us from sin, death, and the devil. God 

has made Jesus your savior and your king. The one who was killed for our sake, but rose victorious so 

that we might know that our sin and our death was swallowed up in victory. “He is Risen!” 

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 
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Invite someone to your “virtual” or Parking Lot church this week!  And don’t 

forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share our posts! 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

                                                     Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of 

singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. ~ Song of Solomon 2:11-12 

 

MONTHLY GRATITUDE REFLECTION:  As we move into Easter, it only seems fitting to see the new life 

that is beginning to spring up.  This month, I am so thankful for all the spring blessings in life… the 

beautiful weather, the first sighting of a robin, the longer days, to name a few.  But mostly, I am so 

thankful that each spring we celebrate the wonderful gift of eternal salvation we have received through 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. May we remain ever grateful for Christ’s ultimate sacrifice which blesses 

each and every one of us with eternal life. God is GREAT!! 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR FEBRUARY:   

A special thank you to those who provided special music in February.  We sincerely appreciate their 

musical contribution to our worship services:  March 7 - Tyler Andreae; March 14 - Dan Joosten and Alex 

Plum; March 21 - Sherry and Mario Friedel. 

SPECIAL THANK YOU: 

Thank you to Pastor David and Pastor Dan for their beautiful music during the midweek lenten services.  

Their singing and leading of the Holden Evening Prayer was wonderful and sincerely appreciated!  We 

are blessed to have such musically gifted pastors!!  
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Our Technician Spotlight …  

Jacob Barwig – Audio 

Hi! My name is Jacob Barwig and I am a senior at the university 

of Wisconsin Eau Claire. I am studying Rehabilitation Science in 

hopes of becoming a physical therapist. My experience as a 

sound tech started when I came to college and got a job at 

Event Production Crew. I was trained on how to run audio and I 

found out that I loved it! Now, I have been working as an audio 

tech for Saving Grace Church for about a year and a half and it 

has been a great experience! A few other fun things about me: I 

will be getting married on June 5th this summer to my lovely 

fiance, Taylor. I am involved in Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 

on my campus and I lead a bible study with them! I am excited 

to continue to help in providing a safe, God-honoring worship 

experience for everyone at Saving Grace! 
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Scrip Sales 
If you wish to purchase scrip, please preorder by 

contacting either Chet or Dale @ 

Chet’s cell:  715-864-3125 or cberkey@centurytel.net 
Dale’s cell:  715-828-5542 or  sfarley44@hotmail.com 

Arrangements can be made with them to pick up in the 
parking lot on Mondays or Fridays from 8 -10 am. 

 

 

Have you been wondering what we’ve been doing in Sunday School?  

A lot! Here is just a snippet of the activities and Bible stories we have 

already talked about in online Sunday School. In March we talked about 

Lent and the Easter story. Coming up in April we’ll focus on what 

happened after Jesus died and rose.  

 

In-Person Worship 

We have been working very hard to be sure everyone can 
worship together in a way they can feel, and will be, safe 
during this unprecedented time where 1 in 670 people in 
our country have died from Covid-19.  This may be 
livestreamed, TV or Parking Lot worship.  We are carefully 
adding limited in-person worship, offered in a way for us 
to be as safe as possible for everyone attending. 

To attend in-person PLEASE preregister (for us to 
monitor numbers and potential contact tracing) on our 
website or call Ruth Hofland, who will take your 
reservation.  Do this by 6 pm Monday for Wednesday 
services, and 6 pm Friday for Sunday services – even if 
you plan on volunteering.  First registered, first served, 
and you may be asked to attend a different service if we 
have our maximum.  We will employ masks, social 
distancing, no singing by the congregation, and extra 
cleaning.  

Please attend from home if you cannot follow these 
guidelines.  We love and care for each member in our 
community and we all miss being together. When we are 
able to return to our “regular” worship together, we want 
to be sure nobody is missing. 

A special Thank You to Ivan Sackett, 
owner of Clearwater Janitorial for donating 

cleaning supplies.  He has given Saving Grace 

not only the proper supplies for sanitizing our 

space, chairs, and surfaces and making it safer, 

but also lent his research and expertise as a 

cleaning company professional.  We can be 

sure everything is being done properly.  Ivan, 

your help is VERY MUCH appreciated! 

 
YES! We are still having Parking Lot 

Services 
We plan to continue this, as a safe way to 
worship and perhaps include others from the 
neighborhood who may be curious about 
worship.  As the weather improves, we can 
rejoice in our beautiful spring outdoors!   
If you would like to help with ushering and pack-
up help at those services –let the Pastors know 
or just show up! 

FOOD BANK DONATION TIPS 
 

• Dishwashing Detergent is very 
expensive & is always appreciated. 

• Hamburger Helper goes nowhere 
without ground beef.   

• Spices, Salt & Pepper are a real gift. 
 

mailto:cberkey@centurytel.net
mailto:sfarley44@hotmail.com


                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

                                 

                                                                                                                                                                               

  
 

If you have any questions about Sunday 

School, Confirmation, or Illumin8 just 

email Melissa at 

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. 
 

It’s hard to believe the Sunday School year is almost over! 

We’ve learned a lot and had lots of fun! We are going to 

have even more fun on April 25th and May 23rd when we’ll 

be gathering together at a park. Parents keep an eye out 

on your email for the details about these two dates! 

Sunday School Calendar 

  April 4:    Happy Easter! (No Sunday School) 

  April 11:  online class 

  April 18:  online class 

  April 25: Class location TBD 

  May 2:     No Sunday School 

  May 9:     online class 

  May 16:   online class 

  May 23:   Last day of Sunday School- Class 

                   location TBD 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for a one-day 

VBS extravaganza! Join us on Monday, 

August 16th, 2021 as we “anchor” our 

faith in God! We’ve got a day packed 

full of Bible stories, activities, music, 

and more planned! More information 

coming soon.  

 

 

Confirmation Day is May 2nd! 

We have four wonderful youth, Breanna, 

Gunnar, Hailey, and Marie, who are 

finishing their Confirmation classes this 

month. Please say a prayer for them as 

they enter into their final month as 

Confirmation students and their write 

their Faith Statements. We are so proud 

of these youth! 

 

Confirmation classes are back 

starting Wednesday, April 7th at 

5pm! 

 

Don’t forget Family Devotions 

published on Facebook and our 

website each Wednesday! 
If you missed one, go to the 

homepage of our website http://saving-

gracechurch.com/ and check out past 

devotions! 
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2021 General Operating as of February 28 
Donations: $32,235 
Expenses: $43,322 

 

 
 
 

       

 

 
Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis in 
the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration or 
remembrance are always important and very much 
appreciated. 
 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Lee Mathson:  Sharon Risberg 

In Memory of Ronald Morley:  Nancy Hayden, Jerome 
& Barbara Peuse, Nancy Hayden 

In Memory of Ruth Irgens:  Caroline Irgens 

In Memory of Verlyn Kirchhoff:  Jean Parkhurst, Rod & 
Judy Alf, Donna Johnson 

In Memory of Stella Meyers:  Allan & Ruth Hofland, 
George & Sandy Nelson, Rod & Judy Alf, Brenda 
Marlow 

In Memory of Judy Harting:  Nancy Hayden 
 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Lee Mathson:  Virginia Wright, Barb 
Hillestad, Cheryl Bluske, Joyce Hazen, Sarah Nohr, Paul 
Seipel, Jennifer Jung Johnson, Arlene Dittner, Kathleen 
Supri, Joan Weber, Dorothy Wilson, John & Lucille 
VanBeek, Elise Orr, Karen McCabe 

In Memory of Ronald Morley: Morley Family, Michelle 
& Billy Keith, Linda & Joseph Ketcherside, Larry & Sandy 
McClean, Dave & Catherine Hegge, Gerald Struck, 
Anthony & Brenda Jean Snyder, Patricia Snyder 

In Memory of Charles Hill Sr.’s March 10 Birthday:  
Mookie, Chuck & Jean Hill 

In Memory of Judy Harting: Elise Orr, Cindy Joy Fischer, 
Stan & Jean Brettingen 

In Memory of Pat Lindeen & John Meyer: Cindy Joy 
Fischer 

In Honor of Jean Hill:  Chuck Hill 

 

 

 

 
 

Capital Campaign Balance as of March 29: 
$486,426.63 

                                                                        

 

Confirmation started on Wednesday, September 

23rd. We meet on Wednesdays at 5:00 via Zoom. 

Each class session goes from 5pm-7pm. We start 

the class with our lesson for the day, have a quick 

break, and then gather together again online to 

watch the Wednesday night service.  

We have many exciting changes to the program this 

year including 2 new curriculum books! 

Due to Covid-19, we are moving Confirmation from 

Reformation Sunday to Sunday, May 2nd. Watch for 

more information closer to the date.  
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Television Fund 

In Memory of Ronald Morley:  Renee Hill, 
Rebecca Mattson, Debra & James Peterson, 
Arthur & Vicki Peuse, Brenda Anderson, Maria & 
Gary Peterson, Richard & Carol Jacobsen, 
Virginia Wright 

In Memory of Stella Meyers:  Jeanette Nibaur, 
Stan & Jean Brettingen 

In Memory of Verlyn Kirchhoff:  Arnie & Irene 
Johnson 

In Memory of Jeanne Farmer:  Ron Farmer 

In Memory of Wayne & Velma Rosman:  
Geraldine Schulner 

In Memory of Theron & Violet Chaffee and 
Robert & Helen Lingen:  Charles & Karla Lingen 

In Honor of Cornelia Peterson’s 100th Birthday:  

Jeanette Nibaur 

We will be providing food for 
the Beacon House the third week in April.  Be on 
the lookout for a call or signup to help with this 
effort! 
 



 

     Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 
 
 

 

 

In March: 
 

Thank you notes were received from Agape World Outreach, St. Francis Food Pantry, and Teamwork Africa.  
 

The Community Table has been serving lunch and/or dinner 7 days a week throughout the pandemic by take-out 
only.  They have an increased expense for all the “to go” containers they have to purchase.  We donated toward 
the cost of the containers and food, plus a gas scrip card for the van.   
 

Restoring Hope Transplant House, Middleton, WI received a check.  Transplant houses are supported by 
donations and much of the work is done by volunteers. The mission of transplant houses is to “provide transplant 
patients and their caregivers with high-quality, affordable accommodations in a supportive, home-like 
environment.”  “Restoring Hope Transplant House has had a long history of hosting veterans and their transplant 
families from UW Hospital and in 2017 started partnering with the William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans 
Hospital in Madison to welcome many of their proud veterans.  Like the UW Hospital families, the VA patients 
also have their life-saving transplants done on the UW side before moving over to the VA Hospital.  What a 
blessing it has been to welcome them to the family!” 
 

A member has referred the name of a family of four in the Lake Holcombe area who lost everything in a 
fire.  They have 2 young children.  Although insurance will cover some of the cost of the home, they need 
everything else they lost that was in the home.  We provided them with a Walmart scrip card towards groceries, 
clothing, etc.  
 

In Eau Claire there is another family who had extensive damage to their home and garage due to a fire and had 
to move out because of smoke and water damage.  We gifted a Walmart scrip card and a gas scrip card. 
 
DONATIONS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU 
 

globetops.com   Roughly 220 million tons of old computers and other tech hardware are trashed in the United 
States every year. 50% of those computers are in good working order. That’s 110 million tons of useful computer 
hardware wasted.  On the site, users with an old laptop browse through profiles of people who have never had 
one. Then with a few clicks of a button they erase their files and the computer arrives at our Globetops command 
center – either by mail or via our free NYC pickup service.  From there the laptop is wiped, checked, revamped, 
wrapped, strapped in a plane, and sent off on an overseas adventure. When it arrives at its destination, the 
recipient is introduced to their new electronic sidekick & receives training in how to use it to further their vision 
for global enlightenment! Both parties can stay in touch & talk about themselves, their communities, and what 
their laptop has made possible.  
 
cellphonesforsoldiers.com   Recycles cell phones.  Cell Phones for Soldiers is committed to connecting veterans, 
military personal and military family members with cell phones and domestic airtime minutes by partnering with 
a leading lifeline provider. With the assistance of the federal lifeline program, Minutes that Matter can offer 
eligible households monthly discounts on domestic wireless minutes.  Helping Heroes Home, an initiative of Cell 
Phones for Soldiers, provides one-time emergency funds for returning veterans to alleviate communication 
challenges as well as physical, emotional and assimilation hardships. 
 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one of 
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions. 
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http://globetops.com/
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             “Flowers” For Easter 
 

 

Due to the uncertainty of Covid-19 we didn’t purchase flowers, but we would still like to 
acknowledge special memorials at this time of year.  People, who like lovely Spring flowers, 

have added beauty and meaning to our lives.  Thank you for the following gifts that have been 
made to our Capital Campaign: 
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Susan & Russ Kaul 
H: Kristen & her family Dale & Dolen, Timothy 

& his family Brenda & Jacob 

Kris Squier 
M: Judy Harting & Mike Shepler 

Sharon Risberg 
M: Stella Myer 

Clarice Erickson 
M: husband John Erickson 

Ruth Casper 
M: Roger Casper 

Anonymous 
H: Chuck Hill Decorating our Church 

Ginny Wright 
M: John David Wright, George & Laura Linley, 

Shirley Wright 

Nancy Spehle 
M: Ronald Spehle 

Arvella Howieson 
H: Pastor David & Pastor Dan 

Delma Howell 
M: Family Members & Veterans 
H: Our Pastors for their services 

Brian & Tamara Christianson 
H: Ellis & Ivy Christianson 

Diane Wyss 
M: Parents Dick & Arlene Ehlert 

Steve & Michelle Ganzer, Karlie, Evan Parker 
& Madeline Anderson 

M: Grandparents Ralph & Delores Zimmerman 
 

Margaret Crandell 
M: Russell Crandell 

 

Mary & Dennis Seidling 
M: Michael Seidling, Ralph & Delores 

Zimmerman, Barb Medford & relatives 

Stan & Jean Brettingen 
M: Loved Ones     H: Family 

 

George & Sandy Nelson 
M: daughter Amy Nelson Rogers 

H: grandchildren Owen, Cole, Alli, Zach & 
Kaylee 

Jerrieann Thronson 
M: Bob Thronson & Kari Fox 

Bob & Pam Bee 
H: Our Church Family 

Sandy Thor & Jane Van Helden 
H: Pastor Dave, Pastor Dan & All of the 

Workers 

Arnie & Irene Johnson 
M: Son Pastore David Johnson 

Sharon Jurjens 
H: Tracey Samuelson & the Building 

Committee for all their hard work finding a 
new church home for Saving Grace 

Todd & Karen Nelson 
M & H: Loved Ones 

Pastor David Irgens 
M: Ted & Margaret Litscheim, L.H. Irgens, 

Patricia Irgens, Ruth Irgens 

John & Lucille VanBeek 
M: Our Families 

Carol & Noel Swartz 
H: Terry Manor, Ken Swartz, Danny Manor 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                      
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com  
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com          www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC    YouTube Channel – Saving Grace  

 
                                                                                                  

Daily Devotions  

You will find devotions prepared by your 
Pastors and church staff each day on our 
website http://saving-gracechurch.com/ 

and on our Facebook page. 

2021 Annual Support Pledge  
If you haven’t returned your Annual 

Support Pledge for General Operating of 

the church, it’s not too late!    Please place 

your card in the collection at a worship 

service, or mail in to the church office.  All 

pledge amounts are confidential.    

 

 

Kevin Balash:  President 
Stan Brettingen: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Patty Dundas: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, 
Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Wilson 

Lund, Michelle Otto, Dani Volz, Laura Wright 
 

Please consult your Church Directory for 

contact information. 

 

Help us document our journey! 
We are still looking for someone (or multiple 

people) to help us take pictures and video of our 

land to document this stage in our journey- the 

building of our church.  If you are interested in 

helping with this project please contact Melissa 

Corlett, savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. 
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Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, 
not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime. 

Martin Luther 

http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC
http://saving-gracechurch.com/
mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/martin-luther-quotes

