
A newsletter for members & friends   

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

April 2020 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
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Staying Connected 

This is a unique time for the church. At the time of writing, we are at the beginning of the coronavirus 

being dealt with in the United States. We don’t know what’s in store for us in the weeks to come, but for 

the sake of others and our own health we have been encouraged to limit our social interaction.  

So, what is God up to? What does it look like to be the Church now when we are unable to meet at the 

Eastridge Center shopping mall?  

Well, we simply need a heavenly imagination. We just might discover something important about what 

God has called us to be. We might discover something new about what it means to be the Church in an 

isolated Eau Claire community.  

At the time of this publication, it is our hope that every member of the congregation has already been 

contacted by another church member. We are working to maintain connections among our congregation, 

worship in meaningful ways through our broadcast and our livestream, and share the Gospel with a world 

that is need of good news. We will be taking what we normally would have done and refashioning it to 

work with our current circumstances.  

So, we encourage you, stay connected! Check your email, the church website, and our Facebook page for 

ways to stay connected to this ministry. If you are unable to do so, then call and connect with someone 

who can so that we can continue to be renewed by the Word of God together.  

“May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience 

with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints of 

light.” -Colossians 1:11-12 

-Pastor Dan and Pastor David 
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Saving Grace Monthly Article for April 2020 
24But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the 
body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 
5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. (Luke 24:1-6) 
 
A man and his five-year old son were driving past a cemetery and noticed a large pile of dirt next to a 
freshly dug grave when the little boy said, “Look, Dad, one got out!” Next time you drive past a cemetery, 
think of the One of Whom the grave could not hold. 
 
In the last 2,000 years we have awoken to Easter Sunday Morning and greeted others with, “He Is Risen!” 
And heard the response, “He Is Risen Indeed!” Now things have changed. We aren’t able to gather 
together, but the greeting is still the same! “He Is Risen!” “He Is Risen Indeed!” 
 
Faith takes us outside of our own experience, it trusts in God’s Word. It sees hope in the realm of what 
others consider impossible. “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not 
see.” (Hebrews 11:1) We are still under the self-quarantine, in the hopes of curbing the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus. There were other times that Christians couldn’t gather to celebrate The Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, because of persecution. This year is different. In self-isolation for the safety of ourselves and 
others we gather online with Live-Streaming Services and through TV Broadcasts to tell others what God 
has done through Jesus Christ our Savior. The grave could not hold Him. God raised Him from the dead! 
 
“The things that are impossible with man are possible with God.” (Luke 18:27) He has brought us to faith 
through His Holy Spirit. Have been called to reach out to others so that the light of Christ may shine in and 
through our lives, so that others may be drawn to Him. It is God who promises, “I make all things 
new!” (Revelation 21:5) We can ask “what do you desire me do for you today?” “So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation…” (2 
Corinthians 5:17-18) We have been forgiven and made a new creation through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord 
and the waters of baptism.  
 
He calls us to put away former things to walk as children of Christ Jesus our Lord. Paul reminds us, “For 
once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the 
light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.” (Eph. 5:8-
10) At the very beginning of John’s Gospel, John speaks of Jesus’ birth. Jesus “The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.” (John 1:9) He is the source of all that is good, right and 
true. That we might be led to discover all that is “pleasing to the Lord.”  
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor David Irgens 



Reflections from Pastor Dan 
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Ephesians 2:17-22 

17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for 

through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.[a] 21 In him the whole 

structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together 

spiritually[b] into a dwelling place for God. 

We have just recently considered this passage from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians during our annual meeting. 

You might now that children’s rhyme, “Here is the church. Here is the steeple. Open the doors and see all the 

people.” There are nice hand motions that go with this rhyme to tell the story. During this time, many of us 

will miss gathering together for worship. We long to come together for worship with music, instruments, 

readings, prayers, preaching, and singing. We desire to be the people together in the church under a 

“steeple.” 

Although we can’t be together, God is still able to meet us in our homes across Eau Claire and surrounding 

communities. Whether we are together or apart we are still joined together with believers throughout all of 

time and place to be a temple, a dwelling place for God. This is what’s true. God has moved in and everything 

about you is now a sanctuary where worship is always in session. But, you are not alone in this. All the 

people of God join you in worshiping our great King wherever and whenever they might be. 

Still, we want to be together in worship. That is actually a holy desire! We will miss being together because 

we were created to worship God together. This desire is set in our souls by the Holy Spirit. God has told us 

that we will worship together with all of the saints in heaven. We have a sure hope, on account of God’s 

word, that we will come together again to worship. Either here on Earth or there in Heaven. So, we long for 

what God has promised! And we have faith now to see what God will do in our present circumstances.  

Even that children rhyme mentioned above reminds us that the church is truly about the people. We are 

more than a building or even a “steeple.” But, what might God be doing? Imagine that we each have “a little 

light of mine,” just like that old children’s song. Imagine you’re flying over Eau Claire at night with glasses 

that allow you to see the light of faith in each worshipper. A few weeks ago, we would have seen a few big 

globes of light representing the worshippers coming together at various churches in the area. Now, our light 

has been scattered across the city and surrounding communities as we are required to worship from our 

homes. When you look out across the street or next door, do you neighbors have the light of faith in this 

dark time? What can God do with your light of worship out there, in the city and your neighborhood? God is 

up to something. Let’s pray that we have eyes to see and ears to hear. 

Every Blessing from the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A17-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29233a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A17-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29235b
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 HOLY WEEK 2020 

Wednesday, April 8 

10:30 am – 6:30 pm Home Based Prayer Vigil 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 

7:00 pm Worship  

Good Friday, April 10 

12:00 pm Worship 

Easter Sunday, April 12 

8:30 am, 10:30 am Easter Worship 

 

All Holy Week services will be live-streamed on our 
website.  www.saving-gracechurch.com 

Invite someone to your “virtual” church this 
Lenten season!   We can still share our 
community and faith—even if we can’t  be 
present in-person! 

Don’t forget to “Like Us” on Facebook and 
share our posts! 

Please note—if you haven’t been receiving 

church emails, we may not have your email 

address in our data base.  Email Julie in the 

office at office@Saving-Gracechurch.com . 

Refashioning our Prayer Vigil 

We will be reworking our plans for this unique 

event at the church. In fact, we will not be 

holding the event at our church the Wednesday 

before Easter, April 8th. At this point, it will be 

best to engage in prayer from our homes. 

We would still encourage: 1.) Set aside a 

specific time to be in prayer during Holy Week 

and 2.) Pick up the blue “Prayer Guide” right 

outside the church office.  

These two steps will help you prioritize prayer 

even during a busy time and it will guide you in 

the process of prayer when you run out of your 

own prayer requests.  

God is granting us the opportunity to discover 

what it means to be the church outside of our 

walls. He is at work in our homes and 

communities where we find ourselves confined. 

But, remember, God’s word is not confined. 

Even when we can’t, he can. He is the one who 

answers our prayers. 

“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 

a descendent of David—that is my gospel, for 

which I suffer hardship, even to the point of 

When Martin Luther was dealing with The Black Death plague, he wrote these wise words that can 
help inform the way we approach things happening in our world right now... 
 
“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order 
not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death 
as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done 
what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of 
others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as 
stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and 
does not tempt God." 

Luther's Works Volume 43 pg 132 the letter "Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague" written to Rev. 
Dr. John Hess 



The short of it: Streaming and TV Broadcast of Holy Communion 

Get ready! We will be practicing communion over the Live Stream. 

• Have a small piece of bread and a sip of wine or grape juice available before the service. 

• Participate in the Confession and Forgiveness of Sins before Communion. 

• After the Words of Institution are said, You will be invited instructed to take the bread/ Body of Christ and 

eat it when the Pastor instructs you, “This is the Body of Christ given for you” then eat the bread/Christ’s 

Body 

• When you hear the Words, “This is The Blood of Christ shed for you.” Take the wine, grape juice/Christ’s 

Blood and drink it. 

• Then you will receive a Blessing! 

We are free and encouraged to practice communion in this way. 
It is the command of God and the words of Christ that make communion effective. This is in line with our 

Lutheran heritage and confession. 
As we quote Christ in the Words of Institution, hear His Word of forgiveness and receive His Body/bread 

and Blood/wine or grape juice we receive the forgiveness of sins at His Word. 

The long of it: Streaming and TV Broadcast of Holy Communion 

I have heard from others that it would be great to have Holy Communion together on-line. Is it possible? We know that 
through Holy Communion we are strengthened, refreshed, forgiven and encouraged in our walk with Christ. We know 
that the body and blood of Christ is, with, and under the bread and wine. We know that communion works in our life 
that we may receive the forgiveness of sins. How does it do that? 

Luther focuses on the fact that God Commanded us to have Holy Communion whenever we gather. He Commanded us 
through His Word. “Do this in remembrance of me.” It isn’t a bishop or our own holiness that gives us the power to 
preside over Holy Communion. It is His Word and by His Command that we practice communion and receive the 
promise of new life.  

I have been researching and rereading what makes Holy Communion Christ’s Body and Blood. The Formula of Concord, 
Luther on Holy Communion, and the Smalcald Articles have been very helpful. We have to look back at the Lutheran 
Confessions which keep us on track when it comes to what we confess, believe, and practice. 

The Formula of Concord contains the clearest explanation as to why, even in the 21 Century, we could have Holy 
Communion Streamed live or Broadcast. In preparation for communion, we ask people to participate in the Forgiveness 
of Sins and hear the Absolution right before we hear the Words of Institution. 

In the Formula of Concord, Article 7 on the Lord’s Supper, it says, “It is not our faith which makes the sacrament, but 
solely the Word and institution of our almighty God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, which always remains efficacious in 
Christendom and which are neither abrogated nor rendered impotent by either the worthiness or unworthiness of the 
minister or the unbelief of him who receives the sacrament. Just as the Gospel is and remains the true Gospel even 
when godless hearers do not believe it. (except that in them it does not effect salvation), so whether those who receive 
the sacrament believe or do not believe, Christ nonetheless remains truthful in his words when he says, “Take eat, this 
is my body.” This he effects not through our faith, but solely through his omnipotence.” (The Book of Concord, Tappert, 
pg.585.89) This is from the Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article 7, on the Lord’s Supper. 

We are a called to follow Jesus Christ, to take Him at His Word and by His Command. This Palm/Passion Sunday I 
encourage you to put a small piece of bread and a small cup of grape juice or wine in front you while we worship. 
During the Live-Stream and TV Broadcast you will be asked to participate in the Brief Order of Confession and 
Forgiveness then you will hear the Words of Institution. Then we will have Holy Communion Together as one family 
in Christ. If you do not feel comfortable having Holy Communion in this way, you are free to abstain. If you do realize 
that it is God who is acting as we take Him at His Word, then you are welcome to receive The Sacrament. In 
extraordinary times we have still been called together to follow His Word. Christ is with you even now. 

In Christ Jesus our Lord,      Pastor David Irgens 
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Mark your calendars for  
Vacation Bible School 2020!  

 

This year's VBS is going to be jam packed 
with WILD activities and is guaranteed to 

be a ROAR-ing good time! 
 

Sunday, June 21st through Wednesday, 
June 24th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  

Vacation Bible School is open to all 
Sunday School age children. Bring a 

friend!  

                                  Sunday School Lesson & Activity Bags  

                                  have been delivered to each child in our   

                                  program.  Parents - check your email  

                                  regularly for  videos on lessons and books, 

supplemental activities, and links to video clips that were 

going to be used in lessons this month.  Need more 

activities?  Send your request to  

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com.   

Disinfecting Wipes 

Running out of wipes—or just like 

to make things for yourself?  Check 

out these ideas: 

Wash & Worship 

 

Already tired of singing “Happy Birthday” twice through 

every time you wash your hands?  Here are some hymns/

worship songs where one verse takes roughly 20-30 

seconds to sing: 

Amazing Grace 

Be Thou My Vision 

Morning Has Broken 

The Lord’s My Shepherd 

This is The Day  

Or a chorus of: 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Here I Am, Lord 

How Great Thou Art 

Or you can say: 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Lord’s Prayer (2x) 

 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


Glad you asked:    
 

If you have an idea, for either the church or the newsletter,  a suggestion, or a question, write it down (can be 
anonymous) and put in the Idea/Question box outside the Sanctuary, or contact Pastor Irgens  or a Staff member.  
We’ll get your answer  or  share as many ideas as we can each month in “Our Journey”. 

“Scrip” is gift cards for many of the places you 
shop very day.   They  make wonderful gifts for 
any occasion. Scrip cards are a great way to 
help financially support Saving Grace and our 
mission. We have scrip cards for your favorite 
merchants including Grocery & Drugstores, 
Gas Stations, Departments Stores, and 
Restaurants.  

We will resume selling scrip when the office is 

open again. 

        

     2020 as of March 23:    Donations:  $99,216 
                                               Expenses:   $122,772 

Assets: 
General Operating Account : $44,316 

Legacy/Reserve Account : $74,746 
Dedicated/Exchange Account + Capital Campaign: 

  $318,627 
Dedicated/Exchange Account Savings: $6953 

 

2020 Church Council 
Kevin Balash, President 

Stan Brettingen, Vice President 
Patty Dundas, Secretary 

Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 
Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,  

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,  
Cindy Joy Fischer, Laura Wright,  

Michelle Otto 
For contact information, please refer to 

your Church Directory or call the 
Church Office.   

As of March 23,  $592,378 has been 

pledged to the Capital Campaign, 

with an additional $94,280 non-

pledge money in the Capital 

Campaign Account.   
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Shopping on Amazon?  Support Saving Grace by 
going to smile.amazon.com and register for 
Saving Grace Lutheran Church.  Same Amazon, 
same prices, same Prime (if you have it), but a 
small percentage of dollars you spend are 
donated directly to the church. 

Reviewing Your Investments? 

As you review your life insurance and 

investments or update your will, please be 

sure to consider Saving Grace Lutheran Church 

in your planning.  Together we can continue 

our Mission into the future.   

 

Emergency Preparedness 

Do you know what to do if there is an emergency 

situation at Saving Grace?  If you missed our 

excellent Emergency Preparedness presentation 

last year (including a specially trained officer from 

the Sheriff’s Dept.), or would like a refresher, we 

will be  re-running the video of the evening soon.  

Stay tuned for the dates! 



             

                       Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 

Gifts this month went to: 
 

Kiara Carlson, who has been singing with the band at the 10:00 service for a few years, is leaving on a 
mission trip to Israel on April 3rd and she has asked us to help sponsor her which we have agreed to do. 
 

Ashton  is a 17 month old being treated for brain cancer who we have been praying for in church.  He has 
been hospitalized most of his life in Marshfield and a parent has had to be with him daily. We are 
authorizing a gas scrip card for the family to help with their travels to Marshfield. 
 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace is an organization that sponsors the building of beds for children who don’t have 
one and also provide bedding.  The Eau Claire Chapter is currently in need of pillows and twin size sheets 
and comforters for boys 3 - 16 years old.  We are gifting them with a check to purchase some of these 
items.  
 

Chippewa Falls doesn’t have a Beacon House or Sojourner House for homeless people but instead are 
building Tiny Homes. In the interest of outreach to neighboring communities and also because we have 
members of our congregation that live in Chippewa County, we are gifting them a check.  Here is some  
more information: 
  

Mission:  To provide short-term and longer-term housing alternatives and services to  people experiencing 
homelessness in Chippewa County. 
 

Vision:  Of Hope Village is to ensure everyone living in Chippewa County has a safe and secure place to call 
home. 
 

Hope Village was founded in January of 2016. The group is currently forming as a non profit 501c3. Our 
vision is to offer tiny housing alternatives for those that reside in Chippewa County, WI. Our vision is to 
create a tiny house village in the city of Chippewa Falls, the county seat of Chippewa County, WI 
Hope Village will eventually be a community of 12 tiny homes nestled together and around a common 
building that will be the hub of the community. The common building will house the bathrooms, showers, 
laundry facilities, a community room, kitchen, meeting space, a maker space/shop and a retail space. We 
have researched various tiny home villages for the un-sheltered and want Hope Village to take the best of 
each, with the hopes of making Hope Village a great place to live and an asset to our community. 
  

Each tiny home will have a sleeping area, a private bathroom area that will house a chemical toilet like you 
would find in an RV, a Kitchenette that will include a micro-wave and mini refrigerator. Each house will cost 
about $5000.00 to build using volunteer labor and a mixture of new and recycled materials. 
  

In the early stages of the village's development the homes will be used for emergency housing and each 
home will be hosted by a local church. Once the group acquires a property for the village the houses will 
become transitional in nature.  
 

 

We made our regular gifts to Ephrem and Starfish Kids. 
 

 

Please be sure to check out the new Mission bulletin board hanging in the hallway overlooking the 
Fellowship serving area.  We plan to regularly update the board to share information and 
correspondence we receive, so check back often! 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Just place your 
requests/suggestions in the Mission mailbox (in the church office), the Idea/Question box in the hallway, 
drop off in the Church Office, or contact a Mission Committee member. 
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General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Louis Beaulieu:   

In Memory of Mary Koontz:  Jim Koontz, Deanna 
Woodford, Starr & Arlynn Nelson, Carol Hoffstatter, 
The Koontz family 

In Memory of Robert McCarty:  Arlene McCarty, 
Rita & Kim McCarty 

In Memory of Doris Jacobson:  Donna Switzer, 
Margaret Crandell 

In Memory of Ruth Irgens:  Allan & Ruth Hofland, 
Bob & Pam Bee, Chet & Kathy Berkey 

Television Fund 

In Memory of Ruth Irgens:  Margaret Crandell 

Capital Campaign  

In Memory of Louis Beaulieu:  Virginia Wright, Paul 
& Bobbi Jo Isaacson, Pete & Renae Hestekin,  Bob & 
Pam Bee, Family of Louis Beaulieu 

In Memory of Ruth Irgens:  Brenda Marlow 

  Don’t ask God to guide your  

  footsteps if you are not willing  

  to move your feet. 

Articles for the May newsletter are due 

to Julie Atkinson via email by April 17. 

Thank You For Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance  are always 
important and very much appreciated. 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com  
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
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                                Red Cross Blood Drive 

                               Save a Life! 

The Saving Grace Red Cross Blood drive 
scheduled on Thursday, April 16 has been 
cancelled.  Help Save a Life! 

Blood IS urgently needed and as of now you can 
still donate at Red Cross Centers.  We will update 
you as we have new information. 

Thrift Sale! 

The Saving Grace Spring Thrift Sale was planned 

for  Saturday May 2nd, but will have to be 

rescheduled for a later date. In the meantime, 

use all of that “home time” and clean out your 

closets for treasures to donate! We’ll announce 

a new date as soon as we can. Please price and 

sort your donations if you are able.  No TV’s, 

phones or computers please. 

All proceeds from our thrift sales benefit the 

church!  Thank you! 

http://www.saving-gracechurch.com

