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A newsletter for members & friends   

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

April 2019 

 

                             The Call Committee for an  
                                   Associate Pastor continues   
             to meet and review applicants.  As we 
go through the process, we ask for the  
congregation to continue to pray for the 
applicants and our church. 

Articles for the May newsletter are due to Julie Atkinson in the Church Office by April 20th. 

Honor and remember your loved ones this Easter 
by purchasing a Spring plant for $10 or with 
monetary donations of $10 to our Capital Building 
Fund.   Order forms will be available on the table 
by the Sanctuary.  The deadline to order flowers 
and be included in our Easter bulletin is Sunday, 
April 7th.  You may take home your plant after our 
last  

                                            Thrift Sale 

                                                       The Saving Grace Spring Thrift Sale will be on Saturday June 8th from 9am- 
                                                       2pm.  Start your spring cleaning now and plan to bring in your treasures for 
                                                       donation during the week of June 2nd.   Please price and sort your 
                                                       donations if you are able.  No TV, phones, computers please. 

This sale takes lots of work.  Schedule in some time now to come help us set up or work on the day of the 
sale. All proceeds from the thrift sale benefit the church!   

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

Why are there several temporary roof supports 
in our church?  Is the roof caving  in?   

Is it safe?   
While building management was  looking into 
several roof leaks, similar to what we’ve had 
before, it was discovered that during 
construction several years ago, a roof joist had 
been cut to put in ductwork.  Due to the heavy 
snow on the roof, they installed the supports 
and brought heavy equipment to remove the 
snow.  A structural engineer was consulted, 
and a new beam will be installed soon.  The 
supports provide stability.  The roof is not  
caving in, and we are safe! 
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“7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.”  (Philippians 3:7-9) 

 

 
Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel prize winner in Chemistry, was walking along a sidewalk one day when he ran 
into another professor. They chatted for a few minutes, then, as they parted, Dr. Urey asked the other: 
"John, which way was I going when I met you?" "That way," said the other, pointing. "Oh, good. That 
means I've already had my lunch," muttered the professor as he walked away. (Bits & Pieces, August 
1989.) 

 
Sometimes we forget where we’re going and where we may have been, even a Nobel prize winner can be 
a little absent minded. What Christ has done for us changes everything. He has claimed us as His own  
children. He guides our lives and gives us hope, when others would despair. He reminds us how precious 
we are in His eyes and that he is there to give us strength for tomorrow. He came that we might have life, 
life abundantly. (John 10:10) This means that every aspect of our lives is important to Christ. He wants us 
to know the joy and peace that only He can give. He wants us to have life, abundant life. 

 
Abundant life doesn’t mean that we will have everything we want, instead it means that we will know the 
peace that passes all understanding in our lives. We have been promised that “all things work together 
for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) We believe 
that all of the things we experience in life, whether good or bad are God’s way of conforming us to the 
image of Christ. Instead of asking why, we should ask Him how are You shaping me into the person You 
want me to be? We can have hope even when everything doesn’t go as planned. We know that our  
Heavenly Father is shaping us into the image of His Son. 

 
When you find yourself wondering where you came from, or where you’re going, don’t forget that God is 
always in the process of shaping you into His child. It takes time, patience and most of all faith as we  
follow Him. Everything else is a “loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord”. 
(Philippians 3:8) 

 
May Christ bless you as you walk with Him. 

 
In Christ Jesus our Lord, 
 
Pastor David Irgens 
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By Steph Ebsen, Education Director 

JAM/TREC 

We are gearing up for our Easter mini-program that will be on Sunday, April 14th (Palm Sunday) at both the 
8:30am and 10:30am services. Our 1st Communion Classes will wrap up with their final class on April 14th. We 
will be having Easter Program practice during classes on April 7th so we are all ready to go on the 14th! We will 
also be allowing the children and their families to join us for fellowship during class time on the 7th to have 
cake and celebrate Steph’s wedding with her. This is always an exciting time for children as they celebrate 
Easter with their families and friends. They will be continuing their Lenten projects as they learn to be 
thankful for the gifts they have and to help to give to others. Below you will find our weekly classroom 
schedule. Thank you for supporting and praying for our youth! 

April 7th- Easter Program Practice & Singing at Fellowship 

April 14th- Easter (Palm Sunday) Program & 1st Communion Class 

April 18th- Maundy Thursday Service w/1st Communion 

April 21st- No Class- Easter Egg Hunt ;) 

April 28th-  Mother’s Day Projects & Program Practice 

 

ILLUMIN8 

This month, our youth are preparing for two of our largest events of the year- Called2Serve (our local mission 
work) and VBS 2019! We are excitedly preparing for these events and working on all the scheduling, 
planning, and preparation that is involved in pulling them off each summer. We are also preparing to say 
goodbye to our seniors in May. We are always busy it seems! We’d also like to wish everyone a very Happy 
Easter!  

 

 

Steph’s Thoughts for April... The Ants Go Marching... 

Have you ever seen an ant walking along the sidewalk trying to carry a piece of food? Often times, there are 
several together, but sometimes just one single ant. If you take just a minute to watch you will see how very 
difficult that ant’s job is. It works tirelessly to carry that single tiny piece of food to its family. It can’t stop 
until it gets to its destination. We don’t have to work that hard very often in our lives, but sometimes we feel 
like that little ant trying to do a job that just doesn’t seem possible. If we read Proverbs 30: 25 we find that it 
says “...the ants are a people without strength, yet they provide their food in the summer.” You see, even 
when we feel that we don’t have the strength to move forward and complete whatever task we have set out 
to do, God is our strength and our guide. He will be your strength when yours is fading. Look deep inside 
yourself and pray for help from God and you will find it.  

Prayer: “Lord, thank you for the ants. They teach us such a wonderful lesson about true strength and service 
to others. Thank you for my family and my friends. Help me to serve others and to work hard even when I 
feel tired and scared. In Your name we pray, Amen.” 
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Glad you asked: 

  Who does that? 

  Why do we do things this way? 

  I love to  ________(fill in the blank)- does    
   anybody else?  Can we get together? 

  Does someone need my help? 

  Can someone help me? 

   If you have an idea, for either the church or 
   the newsletter,  a suggestion, or a question, 
   either write it down (can be anonymous)  
   and put in the Idea/Question box outside  
   the Sanctuary, or contact Pastor Irgens  or a  
   Staff member.  We’ll get your answer  or    
   share as many ideas as we can each month. 

Our homebound church members would love 
to receive a greeting from  members of their 
church family.  We will have an address list 
available in the office if you wish to send an 
Easter card or make a visit.  If you or someone 
you know should be added to this list, please  
contact the church office. 

Who  Have You Invited to  

Saving Grace? 
We have cards  available with our regular 
service times  as well as a Lenten Schedule 
on the back for you to hand out in your 
neighborhood and to friends.  If each  
family asked one person to church—just 
think how full our Sanctuary would be! 

Men of Saving Grace 

SOUP, SANDWICH & SCRIPTURE:  All men are 
invited to join “Three S” (Soup, Sandwich & 
Scripture) at twelve noon on Fridays for great 
soup and inspiring spiritual conversation. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST:  Join us @ 7:30 on Saturday 
mornings for breakfast & fellowship.   

OUR MEN COOK!  We make meals for church 
events, Men’s Fellowship, Lenten Lunches, the 
Free Clinic and more.  If you like to cook—or 
would like to learn - we can always use some 
extra hands!  Contact Chet Berkey, Arnie 
Johnson, Rod Alf, or the church office.  We’ll get 
you connected. 

                        Celebrate With Steph! 
On Sunday, April 7th, we will be having cake and 
coffee to celebrate Stephenie Ebsen's  
wedding to Kirk Poeschel which will take place at 
Saving Grace on Saturday, April 6th. Cake will be 
provided by the family. Due to space restrictions, 
Kirk & Steph had to limit the number of 
congregants invited to the wedding but they really 
would like to be able to include all of Saving Grace 
on their special day as you have all become such a 
wonderful and  
supportive extended family to them. Please come  
celebrate with them during fellowship on April 7th!  

Bazaar Ladies—Supplies Needed 
Wanted:  SPINDLES!  Any size, old or new. They are 
needed by the craft group for some projects.  If 
you have some that you are willing to donate, 
please leave them in the church office.  Thank you! 

                                    Bazaar Ladies News 
                                    Here's your chance to relive  
                                  Grandma's pot luck supper! Come  
                                  to the Saving Grace Lenten supper 
on Wednesday, April 10th at 5:00 PM.  The delicious 
meal will be served by the craft ladies.  The menu will 
include hot dishes (even spam!), jello (recipe 
available on request!), bars (not cake), and our 
specialty - CREAMED PEAS ON TOAST!  Hope to see 
you there! 
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Mission Committee 
The Mission Committee  meets monthly to discuss 
and decide what people or organizations will 
receive Mission Dollars from Saving Grace that 
month.   Any member who has a request of the 
Mission Committee may put a note in the Mission 
mailbox in the office or email the committee at : 

savinggracechurchmission@ gmail.com.   
Please  include your name in case we need details. 

We are looking for new members to join the  
Mission Committee.  If you have an interest or 

passion for sharing your faith through mission– 
please contact  Brenda Marlow, Kay Granger,  or 

the church office.  You are needed! 

                 Reviewing Your Investments? 
                   As you review your life insurance and          
investments or update your will, please be sure 
to consider Saving Grace Lutheran Church in 
your planning.  Together we can continue our 
Mission into the future.   

Join us for a delicious spaghetti dinner made by 
the SG Men on Saturday, May 4 from 4-7:00 pm. 

All proceeds will benefit “Sofas for Service” to 
help provide furniture and household items for 

Veterans in need.    

Tickets are $10 for Adults, $5 for 12 & under and 
take-out will be available.  There will also be a  
silent auction—including an “official” Green Bay 
Packers 2018 team autographed football!  Tickets 
will be available in the church office during the 
week, and will be sold before/after worship 
services beginning in early April.  If you have items 
for the silent auction, would like to donate, 
volunteer, know a Veteran in need, or just have 
questions, contact Pete Hestekin @ 715-309-9663 
or the church office. 

                         

                                  April will be a very busy time for 

our                             the Joyful Noise Choir as we sing 

                                  Most weekends in April! On April  

                      6
th
, the choir will be performing at Kirk & 

Steph’s wedding, doing a song that Steph wrote for 

them to sing! They will perform this song on Sunday, 

April 7
th
 as well so you can hear it. The choir is also  

busily preparing for Easter with some beautiful songs 

that will again this year include trumpets! As always, we 

are looking for new members from confirmation age on 

up. We practice on Sunday mornings at 7:30 so as not 

to take another evening away from your schedule and 

Always Say A Prayer 

  There’s work to do, deadlines to meet; 

  You’ve got no time to spare, 

  But as you hurry and scurry — 

  ASAP —Always Say A Prayer. 

 

  In the midst of family chaos, 

  “Quality time” is rare. 

  Do your best; let God do the rest— 

  ASAP—Always Say A Prayer. 

 

  It may seem like your worries 

  Are more than you can bear. 

  Slow down and take a breather— 

  ASAP—Always Say A Prayer. 

 

  God knows how stressful life is; 

  He wants to ease our cares, 

  And He’ll respond to all your needs 

  A.S.A.P.—Always Say A Prayer. 

    Author unknown, submitted by Barb Mathson 
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                                          Here are the bios of your two remaining new members of Church Council.   Be 

                                          Sure to introduce yourself if you haven’t  already met,  and thank them for their 

                                          service.  We hope to have pictures up on the bulletin board with the bios soon.  

Mike Sullivan, Council President 
 

Mike has been an Eau Claire resident since 1974 and a member of Grace and Saving Grace since 1976.  He 
and Kris were married at Grace on August 13th of 1977. Their daughter, Katie, is also a member. She was 
born in 1979 and works at the L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library.  
 

Mike was in radio for almost 50 years with various companies. He served as a salesman and manager, a 
Morning Show host and a sports reporter. He retired in January of 2019 and feels the Lord closed one door 
and opened another when he was offered the President's position for the Church Council.  
 

Mike knows he cannot begin to serve the congregation the way Kevin Otto has done for the past few 
years, but thanks to Kevin, he hopes he will eventually learn how to let God guide him, the Saving Grace 
staff and Council and members in the right direction. 

Cindy Joy Fischer, Council Member 
My name is Cindy Joy Fischer.  I am a member of Saving Grace Lutheran and a past member of Grace  
Lutheran Church.  I have served on a couple of committees at our church.  I am currently head of Altar 
Guild and am always looking for new people to help with that committee!  It is a “behind the scenes”  
opportunity to serve our church.  I am married, with two grown children and five grandchildren and  
enjoy following my grandkids in their sports and school activities.  I have a long arm quilting business, 
which is sewing together all the layers of people’s quilts for them with a special machine – usually with a 

decorative pattern.  I also enjoy bowling and golf. 

The Good News & Jail Ministry 
The group will have its annual Spring Banquet at 
the Florian Gardens on Monday, May 6th @ 6:30 
pm.  See Richard Carlson for details and to sign 

up for this event. 

2019 Church Council 

Mike Sullivan, President 

Kevin Balash, Vice President 

Patty Dundas, Secretary 

Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 

Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,  

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,  

Cindy Joy Fischer, Keith Muchow,  

Stephanie Faherty 

For contact information, please refer to your 
Church Directory or call the Church Office.  
See bios of each Council Member on the 

“News” Bulletin Board. 

March Funerals 

Robert McCarty   

March 1, 1927—March 5, 2019 

Funeral March 11 

Margaret Jacobson 

November 25, 1918—March 14, 2019 

Funeral March 19 



7 

“Things that Bring You Closer to Jesus” 
8For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no 

one may boast.(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

You’re right, You are saved by grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ. This makes all the difference, but how do 

you grow in relationship with Christ? What helps us to 

know Christ and how he is there to strengthen and 

support us as we walk with him? This Lent we will be 

looking at how our relationship with God grows and 

develops as we follow Jesus, through the disciplines of 

Lent.  

We will look at getting to know who Jesus is, how we 

pray, what is forgiveness really all about, who are the 

people there to support us in our faith, why do we 

worship, and what role does giving play in our 

relationship with Christ. We will look at what Luther 

says and others as we dive into “The Things that Bring 

You Closer to Jesus.” Come and grow with us! 

Wednesdays, March 13 –April 10 

12:00 pm Lenten Worship 
1:00 pm  Lunch 

5:00 pm Lenten Supper 
6:00 pm Lenten Worship 

HOLY WEEK 

Tuesday, April 16 

11:00 am Lenten Communion & Lunch  

Maundy Thursday, April 18 

7:00 pm Worship & First Communion 

Good Friday, April 19 

12:00 pm Worship 

Saturday, April 20 

5:00 pm Easter Vigil Worship 

Easter Sunday, April 21 

7:00, 8:30 & 10:30 am Worship 
7:30—10:30 am Easter Breakfast 

9:30 am Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Imagine having no place for you and your  
family to sleep at night.  Trying to feed,  
entertain, and change kids diapers in the 
backseat of a car.  Making sure your children 
get to school and have proper medical care.  
Many families in our area are just one medical 
emergency, job layoff, or large car repair away 
from being homeless.  
 
Did you know?  The Beacon House shelter,  
also referred to as Family Promise, located in 
Downtown Eau Claire , can house up to 6 
families at a time.  Families can stay up to 30 
days, sometimes longer.  They can get help 
with setting goals, finding a job, getting 
housing.  The shelter is supported by 
volunteers from over 20 congregations that 
make up the Interfaith Hospitality Network (a 
large portion of their funding is also provided 
by donations & fundraising).  Saving Grace is a 
member of that  
network!  Network volunteers provide the 
evening  meal for the families as well as staff 
the building overnight 365 days a year. 
 

Three times this year, Saving Grace will have  a 
shared volunteer week.  We will ask for  
volunteers to make a dinner for 5—25 people 
and deliver it to the shelter.  If you like, you 
can stay and join the residents for dinner.  
Serving and clean-up is done by residents or 
staff.  If needed, we have money set aside to 
help pay for the food.   
 

We also look for volunteers to be an overnight 
host.  Basically, you spend the night in the  
volunteer room and are a contact if needed.  
Make coffee in the morning—and that’s it! 
 

As a Mission Church, Saving Grace is 
committed to sharing Christ’s love in our 
community.  Our next “Beacon House Week” 
will start on June 16th. Be looking for a sign-
up sheet, and please consider  helping  - 
gather your family or team up with  friends 
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General Operating Fund 
In Memory of John Dolezel :  SG Dartball Team 

In Memory of Robert McCarty : Larry & Sandy 
McClean, John & Carol Mieske, Rollie & Bobbi Larson, 
Ronald & Nancy Spehle, Stan & Jean Brettingen, Rod & 
Judy Alf, Paul & Patty Dundas, Chet & Kathy Berkey, 
John & Betsy Ruesch, Jean Parkhurst, Kevin & Nancy 
Balash, Bev Nelson, Allan & Ruth Hofland, Ginny 
Wright 

In Memory of Vi Freid: Joyce Johnston, Donna Switzer 

In Memory of Margaret Jacobson: Rollie & Bobbi  
Larson, Elise Orr, Donna Switzer, Dorothy Eberhardt, 
John & Carol Mieske, Arlene Pearson, Nancy & Todd 
Berg, Judy Tulgren, George & Sandy Nelson, Sonya 
Thorn, Jean Parkhurst, Marian Spoolhoff, Chet & Kathy 
Berkey, Judith Fadness, Larry & Sandy McClean, Sharon 
Risberg, Doug & Jill Klawiter, Rod & Judy Alf, Kevin & 
Nancy Balash, Diane & John Ryberg, Bev Nelson, Allan 
& Ruth Hofland, Brenda Marlow, Carol & Gene 
Hanson, Anna & Gerald Cass, Sharon Hoehl, Audrey  
Brunzlick, Gary & Ruth Norrish, Pat Gunderson, Mike & 
Linda Lindberg, Lynn Cleasby, Mike & Jane Brown,  
Beverly Olson, Marsh Kruger, Randy, Debbie & Nick 
Paulson, Lois Rottier, Judy St. Arnault, Gary & Betty 
Stubbendick, Roger & Joanne Hadten, Bill & Kayoko 
Norrish, Steve & Sally Thompson, Cindy Westphal, 
Doug Paulson, John & Nancy Christenson, Jeanne  
Anderson, Carol Erickson, John & Joanne Rohrscheib, 
Larry & Janet Cornell, Mary & Ron Hadt, Ruth Hayden, 
Barb Field, Gene & Jean Franson, Sharon & Bill Schulte, 
Betty Wenberg, Kay & Bob Kries, Bob & Pam  
Eberhardt, Paul & Patty Dundas, Irene Kries, Bill & Pat 
Hauser, John & Betsy Ruesch, Ed & Jan Skaw, Doris  
Jacobson, LaMoine Parkhurst, Joanne Horan, Nancy 
Bezanson, Ron & Cheryl Cramer, John & Ann  
Lamoureux, Doug & Barb Hillestad, Gail Mattison, Jerry 
& Tina Cass, Anna Cass, Chuck & Linda Harschlip, Al & 
Margi Namejunas, Jim & Nancy Sylte, Shirley Cook, 
Blanche Caton, Ginny Wright, Ann Feldt, Virginia  
Erickson, Donna Switzer, Justin & Senaca Bauer & 
Family 

 

                                                                 Altar Flowers Program 
We have an altar flower program with Brent 
Douglas Flowers.  Order flowers in honor of 
someone or a special event, in memory of a loved 
one, or just to help beautify our Sanctuary.  
Bouquets are $15 each.  Sign up in the book near 
the front door (please print!) or in the office. 

Thank You For Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in honor of someone will be printed on a 
monthly basis in the newsletter rather than a weekly listing in the bulletin.  Your gifts in times 
of celebration or remembrance  are always important and very much appreciated. 

Capital Building Fund 
In Memory of Sonja Teiges: Cindy Joy Fischer 

In Memory of Robert McCarty: Robert & Bea Frazee, 
Robert & Pam Bee, Arvella Howieson, Pete & Renae 
Hestekin 

In Memory of John Dolezel: Robert & Pam Bee 

In Memory of Margaret Jacobson: Arvella Howieson, 
Robert & Bea Frazee, Robert & Pam Bee, Sharon 
Jurjens, Stan, Jean, Jay, Mikki, Joel, Deb,Erik, Rachel 
& Beth Brettingen 

Legacy Fund 
In Memory of Her Dad’s Birthday March 4: Cindy Joy 
Fischer 

In Memory of Margaret Jacobson:  Ronald & Nancy 
Spehle 

Music Exchange Fund 
In Memory of Robert McCarty:  Jerome & Bonnie 
Poellinger 

In Memory of Margaret Jacobson: Jerome & Bonnie 
Poellinger, Jeanette Nibaur 

TV Fund 
In Memory of Margaret Jacobson: Margaret  
Crandell, John Kevin & Janet Johnson, Arnie & Irene 
Johnson, Jerry & Rosemary Schmidt, Richard & Alice 
Klingbeil, Clarice Erickson 

In Memory of Robert McCarty: Arnie & Irene  
Johnson, Margaret Crandell 

In Memory of Ralph Peuse: Dolores Zimmerman 

In Memory of Viola Freid:  Esther Circle 



9 

 “Scrip” is gift cards for many of the places 
you shop every day.  They don’t cost you 
extra, but the church gets a percentage of 
each one you purchase.  Use scrip for your 
everyday purchases (groceries, gas, 
restaurants, department & big box stores, 
etc.) or for gifts.  Scrip card purchases are a 
great way to help financially support Saving 
Grace and our mission! Over $19,000 was 
earned for Saving Grace in 2018 from Scrip 
sales! 

As of  March 24: 
YTD Rebates:  $2442            

Scrip Balance:$30,443 

Scrip is sold prior to Saturday & Sunday  

Lenten Communion Service & 
Luncheon 

Please join us for our annual Lenten  
Communion Service & Luncheon on  
Tuesday, April 16 at 11:00 am in the  

Fellowship Hall.  We’ll share a special 
Holy Week Communion service and 

delicious lunch prepared by the Men of 
SG.  All are welcome, but please sign up 
(on the table outside of the sanctuary or 
call the office) so we know how many to 

cook for!  Contact the church office if 
you need transportation. 

Contact Information 

2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com 

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 

Steph Poeschel, Education / Choir Dir.: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com 

   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

                     YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 

                              Have You Met? 

                 Kiara Carlson is a new Contemporary   

             worship leader here at Saving Grace.   We  

          are in the process of re-energizing our 10:30  

      and Wednesday services and are excited to have   

     Kiara as part of the team! 

  We asked Kiara to tell us about herself: 

“I am an active performance artist, singer, and painter, 

and a Board Member of TAG Theater of Eau Claire.  I’m 

a mother and a lover of  biking and nature.”  Kiara was 

     born in northern Minnesota and currently lives in  

      Menomonie.  She is studying for her BS in Biblical  

          Studies and Education.   Be sure to say hello  

                and welcome Kiara to Saving Grace! 

http://www.saving-gracechurch.com

