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Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552   
Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com 

Assoc. Pastor Dan Doran: pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com 

Christmas Worship Schedule 

Tuesday, December 17th  
11:00 am Advent Communion Worship & Lunch 

Christmas Eve 
2:00 & 4:00 pm Family Worship 

8:00 pm Traditional Worship 

Christmas Day 
10:00 am Worship 
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December 1 

The Long-Expected Wait 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little 

clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to 

rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

(Micah 5:2) 

In Advent we listen to the fulfilled prophecies as we watch and 

wait for Jesus coming. Every year, with anticipation, we look for-

ward to hearing about the birth of Jesus, the King of kings, “the one 

who is to rule Israel.” It changes everything! We’re reminded that 

He will rule all, but now He rules in our lives. When the unex-

pected happens, when we wonder what the future holds, or where 

we find hope, we need to hear again about God’s faithfulness, and 

the promise “from of old.” He still is the one who has control in a 

world out of control. He gives hope to the hopeless and healing in 

our lives. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forev-

er.” (Hebrews 13:8)  

Advent is an opportunity to see everything in a new way. We know 
the one who holds us in His hands and has redeemed us to be His 

own people. This is most certainly true. 

 

December 2 

O come, O come, Emmanuel… (Verse 1 “O Come O Come Emmanuel”) 

We know enough to know things aren’t the way they are supposed 
to be. We all have hope. Sometimes it’s just a hope that we will 
make it to lunch. Maybe it’s a hope that we will do well on an as-
signment or a project. We hope that our favorite team is going to 

win. All of those hopes might come true, but they might not. We 
might have to work through lunch, fail an assignment, or lose to the 
opposing team. On the other hand, the hope that we have in God is 

a hope of certainty. God is on his way. He will come and make a 
home with us. He will be our salvation. 
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the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds  
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them.” 

Wednesday, December 25 

“1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 
ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom 
he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the majesty on high, 4 
having become as much superior to the angels as the name he 
has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” (Hebrews 1:1-4) 

I remember hearing of an eleven-year-old who spent a week in a 
third world country building houses for people. She played with 
the kids and gave clothes out to them. Her birthday was the day 
before she would be coming home and she turned to her mother 
and said with tears in her eyes, “I don’t want anything for my 
birthday. I already have more than I need”. We have been given a 
gift so precious we may never understand on this earth how truly 
magnificent it is. We know this that God has spoke through His 
Son. It is in the birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, that we 
see he sustains all things by His powerful Word. He was born, 
lived and died for us that we might know forgiveness through 
faith and the waters of baptism. He claims us as His Children and 
gives us an inheritance beyond anything we will ever know or 
see on this earth. All this He has done because He Loves You! 

 

Have a very Merry and Blessed Christmas! 

 

 

Devotions written by Pastor David Irgens & Pastor Dan Doran. 



 

14 

Tuesday, December 24 

Before you eat and pray, ask the family and friends at the Din-

ner Table to listen closely to the Christmas Story and ask them 

to mention one thing that amazes you about the Birth of Christ. 

Now read the Christmas Story: Luke 2:1-20.  

“2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registra-

tion and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All 

went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of  

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of  

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in  
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December 3 

“:9:6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authori-
ty rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. , 5His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will estab-
lish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time on and forevermore.” 

Isaiah prophesied that out of Israel a child would be born who 
would change the future. Not only would he be King, but he 
would have attributes beyond any we had ever seen on earth. 
This Child would be called the “Wonderful Counselor.” He 
would have the wisdom of King Solomon and the Favor God had 
for King David. God would guide him like he guided Abraham 
and he would lead the people to a time of peace. This Child 
would be called the names of God because he was God. He 
would be called “Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince 
of Peace.” These were names that were reserved for God alone 
and it was wrong to call anyone but God by them. We start to see 
that “This Child born for us,” is born for all of us.  
 

This one, Jesus, would usher in a kingdom with no end, forever-
more. As you walk through your day, remember that Jesus is 
there to give you counsel, He is mighty enough to lean on, He is 
everlasting and provides for our needs, and He always bring 
peace. 
 

Look for the ways He does that today in your life and every day. 

December 4 

and ransom captive Israel… (Verse 1 “O Come O Come Emmanuel”) 

Jesus, Emmanuel, came with a purpose. His purpose was to make 

a purchase. As we anticipate the Christmas season, we will be 
purchasing all sorts of food and stuff. Remember, before we start 
buying anything, that we have been purchased by God. He 

bought us and we were not on sale. He paid full price. Now, our 
worth is not based on what we do or what we can accomplish. 
God has declared just how valuable we are to him by sending his 

son as a sacrifice for many. Let us never forget it. 
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Thursday, December 5 
 

“1 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord 
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the op-
pressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all who mourn in Zion;…”   (Isaiah 61:1-2) 
 

Isaiah writes, “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good 
news..” The spirit of the Lord calls us to reach out to the broken 
hearted, the captive, the prisoners, and proclaim that the Lord is 
at hand. In reaching out to others in faith we are changed, 
changed into the image of Christ for His service. 
 

McManus writes in his book “Seizing Your Divine Moment”, 
“Whenever we seize a divine moment, we magnify the presence 
of God. To act on God’s behalf is to express what’s on His mind 
and on His heart. When we do this, we become a flagship of 
God’s activity… To watch a believer live was to see God move... 
And when things got tough, the image of Christ in them became 
clear. No matter how dark darkness is, it is never thick enough to 
snuff out the light.” (McManus p. 189) 
 

You have been empowered through the Holy Spirit to reach out 
to others to be the encouragement and light of Christ in a world 
that is lost in darkness and hopelessness. There are Divine Mo-
ments every day, opportunities to be Christ’s light shining in the 
darkness. Open our eyes to see the Divine Moments where Christ 
uses us wherever we are to bring His light to others. 
 

 
Friday, December 6 

 

...that mourns in lonely exile here…(Verse 1 “O Come O Come  

Emmanuel”) 

Loneliness. We can experience loneliness even during Christmas. 
Maybe we have moved away from family. Maybe this is the first 

Christmas without a certain loved one. Sometimes we are just 
lonely and miss having those beloved friends and family around.  
We want people we can be ourselves around. We want to be  
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Sunday, December 22 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever 

and love me I pray. (verse 5 “Away in a Manger”) 

As we draw near to that manger this Christmas holiday, we re-
member how good it is to be close to the Lord. We are worship-

ing with other believers, spending time with family and friends, 
and hearing stories of gift-giving and charity. We are singing old 
Christmas tunes and hearing the story again from the Scriptures. 

We know where to find Jesus. He’s there in Bethlehem. We have 
worshipped God, waiting for his arrival! But, he doesn’t stay a 
baby forever. Soon, we will not hear “come, let us adore” ,but 

“come, follow me”. We should expect to be on the move after the 
Christmas season! But, pray that we are never far from the Lord. 

 

Monday, December 23 

For that child so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above: 

and he leads his children on, to the place where he is gone. 
(verse 4 “Once in Royal David’s City”) 

God sent us a child so that we might recognize that we are his 
children. He loves and cares for us. He provides for our needs. He 
hears us when we cry and knows exactly what we need. He leads 
us so that we might follow him. He is leading his children home, 

but while we are on are way, he comes out to meet us. He walks 
with us and he talks with us. Our relationship with the Lord now 
leaves no doubt for the future. Our home will be there with God 

in heaven. Now, God has come to make his home in us. So, he 
continues to move into our neighborhoods and communities be-
cause Jesus is Emmanuel, “God is with us”. 
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Friday, December 20 

O come, let us adore him… (chorus “O Come All Ye Faithful”) 

God has done a wonderful thing! He has moved into the neighbor-

hood, and angel choirs are singing unable to hold back their ex-
citement. We join in singing along with the heavenly tune that is 
constantly praising the Lord. We come to adore Christ in a special 

way during Christmas. We come together with family, friends, 
and brothers and sisters from the church to remember that Jesus 
has come. He is the hope that will not let us down. He is the one 

who will never leave us. He is the one who knows what’s best for 
us—the things in life that will bring true joy. So, come, let us 
gather together and adore him. 

 

Saturday, December 21 

“13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven and on earth peace among those whom he fa-
vors.’”  (Luke 2:13, 14) 

During this Advent we have listened to the prophecies, journeyed 

to Bethlehem, heard the shepherds, and listened to the angels. 

Now we hear the proclamation. The angels cannot hold back any 

longer. There was a multitude of angels singing praise to God in 

the highest heaven. Christ, the Messiah had been born. He would 

bring a peace that passes all understanding into our lives. In Him 

we live and move and have our being. The long-expected wait had 

ended. The Messiah, Jesus Christ was born and he would bring 

guidance, peace understanding and hope. Glory to God in the 

highest heaven. 

Come Lord Jesus and bring your guidance, peace, understanding 

and hope into our lives. Amen 
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around people we can laugh with. “God with us” is a promise that 
we will never be alone again. “God with us” is a promise that our 

mourning will be turned to laughter and dancing. “God with us” 
is good news. 

 

Saturday, December 7 

2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is 

the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight.’” (Matthew 3:2-3) 

In life we have to prepare for many things. Just after I got my li-

cense and I started driving, I took the Ford Galaxy 500 out on the 

icy streets. It was 20 below zero and I wanted to see how she’d 

handle. I circled the block at least 30 times. The first time around 

I put her into a snowbank, then I pushed it out by hand and 

jumped  into the driver’s seat before it hit another snowbank. I 

got stuck 5 times, but it was the last time I ended up in a snow 

bank. I learned to watch for the signs of danger and drive careful-

ly. 

We are called to prepare our hearts for Jesus coming. We look at 
our lives and take out all the things that stand in the way of our 

relationship with Him. We realize that we are surrounded by a 
great cloud of witnesses that have gone before us. (Hebrews 12:1) 
They encourage us in our walk with Christ and are an inspiration 

in our lives. As we walk with Jesus. Paul implores us to “let us 

also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith,” (Hebrews 12:1b-2a) We are called to prepare our lives for 
Jesus coming and to know the signs, so that nothing should pre-
vent us from “running the race set before us,” nothing should 

hold us back from following Christ. We are called to prepare the 
way of the Lord,” to look to Him for help and guidance and a 
peace that passes all understanding. Take a moment today to 

thank Christ for what He is doing in your life and list the bless-
ings you’ve been given. 
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Sunday, December 8 

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s  

tyranny… (Verse 2“O Come O Come Emmanuel”) 

 

God sees the big picture. He knows about the spiritual stuff going 

on behind the scenes. Often, we don’t understand those kinds of 
things—we can’t really see it. Thankfully, God knows. God sees. 
And he has sent his son to deal with Satan and anything he might 

do to try to trip us up. Because we know Jesus, we have nothing 
to fear! He is our spiritual protector and we can go to him in con-
fidence. He will take care of any spiritual battles going on behind 

the scenes.  

 

Monday, December 9 

2 “When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he 
sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, ‘Are you the one 
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ 4Jesus answered 
them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind re-
ceive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offence 
at me.” (Matthew 11:2-6) 
 
Jesus quotes Isaiah 35:5, “Then the eyes of the blind shall be 

opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;” It is clear that He 
is saying He is the Messiah. We are so quick to limit God. What 

Jesus quotes is not limited to just opening the eyes of the blind, 
and giving hearing to the deaf. It means that He is Lord over all. 
He is there to call upon at all times. He cares about the big and 

the little things happening in our lives. He wants us to tell Him 
what we are feeling, and He intercedes (tells the Father) what we 
need. (Romans 8:34) The little things matter to Him. Don’t be 

afraid to ask Him. 
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Wednesday, December 18 

All hail! Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning … Word 

of the Father, now in flesh appearing… (Verse 3 “O Come All Ye 

Faithful”) 

What has been promised has come to pass! What was once a 

word is now a son. It can be difficult at times to understand what 
God is up to. We might be hard of hearing, but God is a brilliant 
communicator—he’s been doing it since before we were born. 

So, he sent his son Jesus Christ that we might know him, the Fa-
ther. We can’t put God in a box. It’s hard to understand him be-
cause he is so magnificent. That’s why he came to us as a human 

Jesus Christ. He came to be our neighbor, to speak our language, 
to eat with us, to laugh and to cry with us. We can know God 
through Jesus Christ. It is no longer a mystery, but an answered 

promise. 

Thursday, December 19 

“30bDo not be afraid, Mary for you have found favor with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” (Luke 1:30b-33)  
 
Have you ever been recognized for something and you thought it 
really wasn’t anything that you did, it was just happened that 

way? Mary is chosen to be the mother of Jesus Christ. She tried 
to understand what that would truly mean. In Luke 2:19 after she 
heard what the shepherds had seen it says, “Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart.” Yet at the wedding 
at Cana in Galilee Mary told Jesus that they were out of wine, 
then Mary said, “Do whatever he tells you.” (John 2:5) He turns 

the water in six stone water jars into wine. All are amazed. Mary 
knew that God was doing something miraculous that would 
change everything. She wasn’t sure just what it would be. Do 

you believe that Christ is doing something miraculous in your 
life? What does it mean to trust? And to Trust in Christ? 
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Monday, December 16 

O sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing all that hear in 

heaven God’s holy word. (Verse 2 “O Come All Ye Faithful”) 

The thing we are waiting for, the birth of Jesus, is really a special 
occasion. We are getting ready here on earth, but there is excite-

ment, too, in heaven as the angels wait for God to do an amazing 
work. Somehow, these heavenly beings are in on the plan. There 
are angels who are getting assigned certain messages to deliver in 

person and sometimes through dreams. It is quite the occasion 
and they want to make sure the event goes on without a hitch. 
Through it all, angels are singing and worshipping God for who 

he is and what he has done. Now, we can sing with the angels and 
understand some of the excitement. Christ has come and he 
comes to us again this Christmas season.  

Tuesday, December 17 

“10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messi-
ah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:10-
12) 

The first thing that the angel says is “do not be afraid.” He has 
just come from the presence of God and “the glory of the Lord 
shone around them.” They were terrified. They realized that they 
were in God’s presence. They saw the purity, power, and daz-
zling splendor of God. There are so many things in this world to 
be afraid of, but this is not one of them. Every day we hear of ter-
rible things happening around the world. Shouldn’t we be afraid? 
But the angel, who has come from the presence of God reassures 
us, “Do not be afraid;…to you is born in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” All the things we fear are 
nothing compared to the one who has been born. He will shep-
herd His people and bring peace to our troubled lives. He has the 
power to bring peace to our troubled souls.  

What are the things you are most afraid of in your life? There is 
nothing too big or small that Christ can’t handle.  
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Tuesday, December 10 

…and give them victory over the grave…(Verse 2 “O Come O Come 

Emmanuel”) 

God has promised us eternal life. He promised that it would come 

through a son, a child from the family line of King David. Jesus 
Christ is that son. During the Christmas season, we wait for him. 
But, we know how the story ends. We know Jesus Christ wins the 

victory. He tramples over death! But first, this great victor comes 
to us as a little baby boy. He shows us that he is not only con-
cerned with new life later, but with new life even now. The hope 

we have for the future transforms how we live our lives now. We 
are a people who know that Christ has accomplished “victory over 
the grave.” 

Wednesday, December 11 

“Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the 

Lord.” (James 5:7) 

Grandpa was decided instead of Christmas gifts this year, he’d 
send checks to everyone on his Christmas list.  In each card he 
wrote, "Buy your own present!" and mailed them early. 
He enjoyed the usual get together and Christmas Dinner at the 
kid’s houses. It was only after Christmas that he noticed that he 
had received very few cards in return. Puzzled over this, he went 
into his study, intending to write a couple of his relatives and ask 
what had happened. It was then, as he cleared off his cluttered 
desk that he got his answer. Under a stack of papers, he was horri-
fied to find the gift checks which he had forgotten to enclose with 
the cards. 
We have received the greatest gift of all that we might have faith 
in Christ and believe in Him. It changes everything. He has come 
that we might know that we are held in His hands. As we gather 
together with friends and family help us to remember what is truly 
important. Not what we receive from others, but what we have 
been given through Jesus Christ, He has made you His own child 
that you might know how precious you are to Him. Everything 
else pales in comparison. Make a list of all the things you are 
thankful for and drop a line to them in an e-mail, text or letter this 
week. 
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Thursday, December 12 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
(Refrain “O Come O Come Emmanuel”) 

All of these promises give us reason to rejoice in God. We have 
been purchased, comforted, and freed. We are on Christ’s team 
who has won “victory over the grave.” God makes good on his 
word! He is faithful, good, and kind. Even though we have fallen 
short in so many ways, God makes up for it. Something had to be 
done about our shortcomings and all of the tragedy that goes on 
throughout the world. God’s answer is Christ! God has shown up. 
Let us praise him for all that he has done! 

Friday, December 13 

Psalm 23 

1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He maketh me to 

lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside still waters. 
3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in paths of righteous-

ness for his name’s sake. 4Yea, though I walk through the val-

ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 5Thou pre-

parest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6Sure-

ly goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. (Psalm 23) 

We have been promised that the Messiah would come and shep-
herd His people. He would come and provide for us, and lead us 

in righteousness for God’s name sake, and he would bring com-
fort in the fears that consume us. The Messiah, Jesus, Emmanuel, 
(God with us) would do all these things. The root word of shep-

herd in Hebrew is “friend.” We should read the Psalm the Lord is 
my friend, I shall never be in need. He provides for us and lifts us 
up. Jesus has come that we never have to fear what we do not 

know, but we wholly rest in Him. Why is it so difficult to trust in 
Christ as the Good Shepherd? How can you lay those things at 
Christ’s feet? What do you love most about this Psalm? 
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Saturday, December 14 

O Come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O 

come ye to Bethlehem.   (Verse 1 “O Come All Ye Faithful”) 

We have now been waiting for Jesus a little while. We have set 
our expectations. We have begun to worship, to sing, and for 

some of us, to dance. Christ will be victorious, but now we cele-
brate his arrival! But where do we look to find Jesus at his birth? 
We look to a little town called Bethlehem. God came to be with 

us. There wasn’t room in the inn, but God made room in the 
manger. God made his home there with his people and he makes 
his home with us as well. We might be surprised to find that God 

moves in to our home towns, but that’s what he does and that’s 
what he did in a little town called Bethlehem. 

Sunday, December 15 

5:4 "He shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And 

they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of 

the earth; 5 and he shall be the one of peace.  

      (Micah 5:4-5a) 

Most of all I remembered the wonderful promise given to us 
through the birth of the Christ Child, Emmanuel, God with us. 
The promise that those who went before us will sing with us 
again and the hope we had in Christ will be revealed. 
 
That’s why I love this prophetic scripture from Micah. It tells us 
of the promise that Jesus will come again to give us. It reminds 
us that Jesus was triumphant, and it is He who “shall stand and 
feed his flock in the strength of the LORD in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God.” Jesus will be seen as who He is 
and we will live in peace. His name shall be great to the ends of 
the earth; and He shall be the one of peace. There are plenty of 
things we remember at Christmas time, the most moving for me 
is the promise that Jesus shall unite us all once again and in his 
presence we will feel the warmth of an unfathomable love that 
transcends any loss. 
 
May the promise of the Christ Child give you peace. 


