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Mission in a syncretistic context 
Why does NLM actually run missions in South America? Isn't almost everyone there a Christian? 
Even the pope is from Argentina!


If you have ever wondered about this, you are not alone, because on paper, the continent does 
not look like a typical mission field. In Peru and Bolivia, where NLM has jobs, well over 90 percent 
of the population consider themselves Christians - the vast majority Catholics.


But in reality, the picture is far more complex. For although the Catholic Church has a central 
place in culture, the life of faith for most is characterized by anything but dogmatic Christian faith. 
Religious mix is very widespread, and Christian faith is mixed with folk beliefs and pagan 
traditions, worship of Mother Earth and saint and ancestor worship. In addition, materialism and 
new religious movements have taken hold in recent decades.


That is why NLM continues to send missionaries to South America. Because even though most of 
the population has a relationship with the church, few people know Jesus as Savior.


But what is it like to conduct church and missionary work in such a syncretistic context? How can 
one point to Jesus as the only way to salvation, in meeting people who know him as one of many 
paths - one of many one can address through prayer and sacrifice in the face of life's challenges?


Small but eager churches 
NLM started work in South America in 1978. As the work grew, Lutheran churches were formed in 
both Peru and Bolivia: Iglesia Evangélica Luterana - Perú (IEL-P) in Peru in 1995 and Iglesia 
Cristiana Evangelica Lúterana (ICEL) in Bolivia in 1997.


https://www.nlm.no/bidra-i-arbeidet/innsamlinger/manedens-misjonsfelt/


The churches grew as a result of NLM's work and are today our partner churches in the two 
countries.


IEL-P and ICEL are small denominations, and they have had several challenges in recent years. 
For churches that stand for a classical evangelical Christian doctrine are struggling uphill. In 
addition to the challenges of syncretism and materialism, many South Americans are attracted to 
highly charismatic churches with partly unhealthy theology.


At the same time, there are many faithful ministers in the churches, who put in a great effort and 
have a burning desire for more people to become acquainted with the gospel and experience the 
liberation in Jesus Christ.


Many pastors, other employees and volunteers in the churches sacrifice a lot for their faith. 
Pastors often stand alone in the ministry and meet high expectations. We are very grateful for the 
faithfulness we see in many of the believers, and we encourage you to remember them in prayer.


Want to reach further 
NLM and our partner churches will continue to go further with the gospel. Among other things, 
they want to reach the Aymara people in the area around Lake Titicaca, and they want to establish 
a new church in Cusco, where church work was previously conducted. In the next few years, a 
Danish missionary family will be living in the city to work with a small group of committed 
Christians.


Mission and evangelism are an important part of the church's mission. At the same time, it is 
demanding for small denominations to establish new and outward-looking work. Therefore, it is 
important that our partner churches themselves define the pace and direction of the 
groundbreaking work, based on their resources and the opportunities that open up.


Walking together 
Although our partner churches in Bolivia and Peru are independent churches, they still want NLM 
to join them in the work. Several of NLM's missionaries therefore act in various supporting roles 
towards the churches.


The missionaries are engaged in Bible teaching, follow-up of pastors, other leadership training 
and counseling for both local congregations and church leadership centrally.


The SETELA seminar and the CLET Bible School have for many years been important for the 
training and equipping of local Christian leaders throughout the Andean region. SETELA, which is 
owned by the mission and is located in Arequipa, offers a five-year education in theology. Here, 
the Lutheran church leaders of the future are trained in Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru. CLET consists 
of a summer Bible school and decentralized courses that local pastors and leaders can arrange 
themselves.


Focuses on children and young people 
NLM has a long tradition of emphasizing work among children in both evangelical and diaconal 
work. This is not least also the case in South America. In recent years, great emphasis has also 
been placed on work with young people and families.


For relatively small churches, it can be a challenge to adapt to new times and a new youth culture, 
so we focus especially on training new youth leaders.


Together with the churches, we have a broad work with children and young people with an 
emphasis on discipleship and faith education. Not least, the church's camp work is an important 
part of this work.


School work is also conducted. We support the operation of several schools, including the highly 
acclaimed Jesús Maestro in Cochabamba, which offers quality education in a poor part of the 
city. In 2019, the church, with support from NLM, built new classrooms, created curricula and the 
course teachers to be able to offer vocational education. Many of the students at the school 



cannot afford higher education, but through the vocational lines at Jesús Maestro, they get a 
professional title that provides greater opportunities for a dignified salary and stable working 
conditions.


Help for families 
In Andean society, a lot is about being the best, not least in a school context. This often leads to a 
society that forgets its Christian values.


Therefore, NLM and IEL-P have in recent years had a Norad-supported development project in 
Peru where they have been concerned about the families and the values in society. This project 
has now been completed, and the church has chosen to continue with a small-scale family 
project in Arequipa, Cusco, Puno, Cruzero and Tacna. Among other things, they will work with 
social competence, conflict resolution, positive upbringing and marriage courses.


In 2018, NLM and ICEL also started a similar project in Bolivia, which works well.


The goal of the family projects is to change society from within, at the same time as developing 
well-functioning local congregations.


Support the work 
Join in and pray for the work of Peru and Bolivia. Although most people consider themselves 
Catholics, they do not know Jesus as the hope of the world and the only way to salvation. 
Folklore is deeply rooted in many.


PRAYER TOPICS 
⁃ Give thanks for the cooperation with the national churches and for the fact that so many 

eager brothers and sisters want to reach out to the gospel. Pray for their groundbreaking 
work.


⁃ Pray for the national churches, for the cooperation with them and that they must grow as 
independent churches. Pray that God will give people a calling who can work full time in 
the churches.


⁃ Pray for the theological seminar SETELA, for teachers and students. That they must get a 
good education and equipment.


⁃ Pray for sustainability in the churches, that we must support them on the way to starting 
their own projects to generate money.


⁃ Pray for the family projects in Peru and Bolivia, that they can change everyday life for the 
better for many children and marriages.



