
Visitors from the Ministry of 
Community Development and 

International Aid Organizations 
In June, Neema House 
was once again visited 
by representatives 
from the Ministry of 
Community 
Development as well as 
representatives from 
other International Aid 
Organizations and 
government offices 
that work with 
vulnerable children 
throughout Tanzania.  
Our staff had the 
opportunity to sit with 
these professionals and 
discuss our model of 
work, the importance 
of reunification, and 
our outreach programs focused on 
family strengthening.   

In addition to touring the Neema 
House facilities and learning about 
our future plans and projects, our 

staff was interviewed for a 
documentary about the needs and 
situation of vulnerable children in 
Tanzania.  The head of the 
Tanzania Early Childhood 
Development Network (TECDEN) 

even discussed the 
possibility of our 
staff attending a 
national meeting to 
discuss our 
strategies in an 
attempt to help 
move Tanzania 
toward family 
based care for 
vulnerable children 
whenever possible 
and to improve the 
conditions and 
regulations of 
orphanages for 
when placement is 
necessary.  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Three Reunifications This Past Quarter 
Whenever possible, Neema House works to reunite children with their biological family.  
Whether a child is placed because they have been abandoned, a mother has died or is mentally 
ill and no relatives are around, or parents have been arrested for abuse and neglect, our social 
workers work to complete investigations to locate family members who can provide a safe and 
loving home environment for the child.   
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Junior has been at Neema House since early 2014 after his parents 
passed away.  We have never had information about his family, but the 
lady who initially took Junior to social welfare came to visit in May.  After 
learning more information about where Junior was from, our social 
worker was able to track down his uncle.  The family immediately held a 
meeting to discuss plans to care for Junior long-term.  We are now 
working to prepare Junior to leave Neema House and live with family.  
His uncle has visited Neema House and Junior is being taken for regular 
visits at their home to help him become comfortable with his family and 
with life in a village setting prior to moving there.

Bahati was placed at Neema 
House last year after his father 
was arrested for severe 
abuse.  Bahati’s brother 
(cousin) lives in another region 
but eagerly agreed to care for 
h im and began v i s i t i ng 
regularly.  After visiting Bahati 
multiple t imes at Neema 
House and after our social 
worker had completed a home 
visit, Bahati left Neema House 
to live in Kahama with his 
family.  Bahati will continue to 
be visited by our social worker 
every month.

Bahati

Rosemary was placed at 
Neema House last December 
after her mother gave birth 
while also hospitalized for 
severe burns.  Shor t ly 
afterward, her mother was 
then transferred to another 
hospital for skin grafting.  In 
May, her mother was released 
from the hospital and helped 
Neema House to contact her 
family.  Rosemary is now 
cared for at home by her 
mother and grandmother and 
is supported with milk through 
our Maisha Matters program.

Rosemary

	  

	 	  

	  

Winifrida was placed at 
Neema House after her 

mentally ill mother gave birth 
and then disappeared.  

Neema House was able to 
make contact with her Mama 

Mdogo (aunt) who lives in 
Mwanza.  After completing a 

home visit and her aunt 
visiting Neema House 

multiple times, Winifrida left to 
live in Mwanza with her 

family.  Winifrida is receiving 
milk support through the 

Maisha Matters program at 
Forever Angels in Mwanza.

Winifrida



5 New Children Placed at 
Neema House this Past Quarter 

Christopher - 5 years 

Christopher was placed at 
Neema House after he was 
found in a hole at home alone 
while his father was working.  
Though a neighbor had been 
helping to care for Christopher 
during the day, after she 
moved, his father had nobody to 
help him while he worked.  
Reportedly, the father was told 
that putting Christopher in a 
hole would help strengthen his 
torso and legs so that he can 
walk.  Christopher has multiple 
special needs, including being 
unable to walk, talk, and being 
blind.  Christopher’s father 
visits him regularly and the 
Neema House social worker is 
searching for other relatives 
who can help him provide for 
Christopher’s needs at home. 

 
Adam - 3 years 

Adam was placed at Neema 
House by social welfare due to 
concerns that his mother is 
unable to provide for his basic 
needs at home and no other 
relatives have been identified.  
At the time of placement, Adam 
was severely malnourished and 
required immediate medication 
for multiple illnesses, including 

malaria.  Neema House is 
working with his mother to help 
improve her living conditions as 
well as searching for other 
possible relatives for 
placement. 

Rachel - 5 years           
John - 2 years 

Rachel and John were placed at 
Neema House in June after their 
parents were arrested for abuse 
and neglect.  At placement, 
both children were sick with 
malaria and suffering from 
malnutrition, and Rachel had an 
infected foot where she 
reported that her mother had 
burned her. Social welfare has 
made contact with some family 
members but they live in 
another region of Tanzania. 

Neema House will work to 
identify other family members 
who are able to provide safe 
and loving homes for these two 
children. 

James -1 year  

James was placed at Neema 
House in June after being found 
abandoned in the Chato District 
of Geita.  He was found to be 
malnourished and sick with 
malaria.  Since his placement, 
James’ mother has been found, 
charged, and sentenced to 5 
years in prison for 
abandonment.  Neema House is 
working to find other relatives 
who are able to care for him. 
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This past quarter, Neema House 
began construction on both a 
family style home as well as a new 
office.  Construction is estimated 
to be completed by September. 

In December, two or three of the 
oldest children at Neema House 
will move into the family style 
home where they will live as a 
family with a Mama who will teach 
them important life skills.  These 
children will begin Primary School 
in Geita but will return home every 
evening to complete homework and 
traditional chores.  The addition of 
this home will prevent the need of 
any child who does not have a 
family to be transferred to a 
different children’s home after 
reaching school age. 

Additionally, our new office has 
become necessary due to having 

outgrown our current office 
space.  It will have five office 
rooms, a reception area, a 
visit room for family visits, 
and a conference room for 
office staff meetings. 
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Every Friday, more than 70 children are brought to Neema House from 
villages throughout the Region of Geita for nutritional support because a 
mother is unable to feed a child (either because of her own illness, 
maternal mortality, or multiple births) or a child has been identified as 
suffering from severe malnutrition. Neema House utilizes a holistic 
approach to family based services in an effort to minimize future nutritional 
problems in the home.  Staff involved in the weekly operation of this 
program include social workers, a business officer, childcare supervisors, 
medically trained staff, and staff with a certificate in Nutrition, Hunger, and 
Food.  In more critical situations, we work closely with the TB clinic in 
Geita as well a 
Tanzanian 
pediatrician for 
further medical 
advice and 
support. 

Through parent 
education; 
nutritional support; 

home visits to assess the need and resources of the 
family; business assistance, education, or advice to 
ensure the parents have the means to support their family; 
and medical intervention, as necessary, Neema House is 
able to see a quick and lasting turnaround in the health of 
the children we are serving as well as in the parents and 
others in the family. In addition to preventing the need for 
out of home placement for many of these babies whose 
mothers have died during childbirth, the entire family 
benefits from the education and assistance given during 
the time they are in the Maisha Matters program.

MAISHA MATTERS COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH

3 Months Later

Construction Projects

New Neema House Office

New Family Home


