
Two Children Adopted 
In April, both Zawadi and Charles 
left Neema House to live with 
their new adoptive families.  Both 
children were adopted by families 
from Dodoma, Tanzania. 

Zawadi had been living at Neema 
House since January 2016 when 
she was five days old.  Her mother 
was mentally ill and unable to 
care for her.  The following year, 
Geita Regional Hospital notified 

Neema House that Zawadi’s mother 
had passed away.  No other family 
was ever identified. 

Charles came to Neema House in 
October 2016 after being found 
abandoned in the district of Chato.  
Though he was healthy and 
appeared well-cared for, nothing 
was ever found about his family. 

Both children are doing well and 
have adjusted to 
their lives in their 
new home.  Their 
adopt ive parents 
per iodical ly send 
Neema House staff 
p h o t o s o f t h e 
children so that we 
can see how happy 
and healthy they are 
w i t h t h e i r n e w 
families. 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Every quarter, Neema House 
continues to grow and 
expand its services to better 
meet the needs of Geita 
Region in Tanzania.  From 
April - June 2018, Neema 
House served a total of 150 
children: 

- 31 chi ldren received 
residential care at Neema 
House 
- 103 children received milk 
and food support through 
Maisha Matters 
- 3 other children in the 
community received medical 
support 
- Follow-up home visits were 
done monthly for 13 other 
children who have been 
reunited with family

Statistics
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Five New Children Placed at 
Neema House This Past Quarter 

Jafeth  

Jafeth was found abandoned in 
another district of Geita.  The 
family who found him cared for 
him for two weeks while the 
authorities searched for his family, 
but ultimately nobody was found.  
When he arrived, Jafeth was 
suffering from oedema caused by 
malnutrition and a respiratory 
illess.  No further information is 
known about Jafeth’s family or 
history. 

Baraka R. 

Baraka was placed at Neema House 
after being found abandoned.  To 
date, nothing is known about his 
family or history.  He was 
estimated to be approximately 3 
w e e k s o l d a t t h e t i m e o f 
placement. 

Yasinta 

Yasinta was placed at Neema House 
when she was 6 days old. Her 
mother is mentally ill and had been 
been staying at the hospital since 
delivery. Staff and other mothers in 
the ward have reported that she 
was unable to care for the child 
and would not feed her. At that 
time, nothing else was known 
about her extended family. 

Jofrey 

Jofrey was placed at Neema House 
after reportedly being found 
abandoned in Geita.  At the time of 
placement, no information was 
known about his family or their 
whereabouts.  Since that time, his 
mother has been found and 
arrangements are being made for 
his return home. 

Zawadi 

Zawadi was placed at Neema House 
when she was only two days old. 
Her mother is reportedly mentally 
ill and abandoned her at a health 
facility. She weighed 1.7 kgs and 
ended up hospitalized immediately 
after placement for jaundice and 
neonatal sepsis. At this time, 
Zawadi’s health remains fragile, 
and she has been re-hospitalized 
for additional conditions and 
concerns.  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FAMILY REUNIF ICATIONS 
Family reunification is always a priority, whenever possible.  Neema House works hard to search for 
family and find safe homes for all children.  This past quarter, three children returned home to live with 
family. 


Kulwa and Dotto F. were placed at Neema House in early 2017 
after being hospitalized for severe malnutrition at Geita Regional 
Hospital.  At the time, they had been living with their 
grandparents who left them home alone every day while they 
worked on the farm.  Their mother was living in a different region 
and the father’s whereabouts were unknown.  Due to ongoing 
concerns about the children’s health and safety, the hospital 
social welfare officer requested that the children be placed at 
Neema House.  After placement, Neema House made contact 
with their mother and convinced her to return to Geita Region to 
care for her children.  She spent several months getting settled, 
finding a job, and making arrangements for their care while she 
regularly visited the children.  Kulwa and Dotto left Neema House 
to live with their mother in April of this year.


A few days after Yasinta 
was placed at Neema 
House , the hosp i ta l 
contacted Neema House 
t o r e p o r t t h a t h e r 
grandmother had arrived 
at the maternity ward in 
search of her grandchild.  
Within a couple of days, 
arrangements had been 
made for Yasinta to be cared for at home by her grandmother.  
Neema House continues to be involved by providing milk 
support through the Maisha Matters Outreach Program in order 
to make this reunification possible.  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Above are comparison photos 
of Dotto on the first day when 
N e e m a H o u s e b e g a n 
supporting her and then again 
a year after she was placed at 
Neema House.  Though she 
was over two years old at 
placement, Dotto could not 
walk or crawl.  She had 
severe oedema and piling 
skin.  Even the doctors 
suspected that she would not 
survive due to her severe 
health condition.  While she 
was at the hospital prior to 
placement, Neema House 
staff provided blood for a 
b l o o d t r a n s f u s i o n a n d 
supervisors took food to the 
hospital three times a day and 
stayed to feed her to ensure 
that she was getting good 
nutrition because it was 
r e p o r t e d t h a t h e r 
grandmother was eating her 
food.  Today Dotto is happy, 
healthy, and developmentally 
appropriate.  Neema House 
continues to visit to ensure 
her ongoing health and safety.

Kulwa & Dotto F.

Yasinta



Maisha Matters Sees Results Quickly 

Children are referred to the Maisha Matters 
program by doctors at Geita Regional Hospital, 
other local hospitals and health clinics, the town 
council nutritionist, and even through word of 

mouth.  
Though many 
children are 
referred for 
milk support 
as infants due 
to the mother 
dying in 
childbirth or  
the child 
losing weight 
at clinic each 
month due to 
the mother not 
producing 

breastmilk, many others are referred because 
they are suffering from severe malnutrition.  
Often this is the result of the child having 
undiagnosed TB, stopping breastfeeding well 
before a year old, or dealing with other chronic 
illnesses.  Sometimes malnutrition is caused by 
lack of knowledge of the importance of a varied 
diet.  Either way, we have found that within just 
2-4 weeks of good nutritional support and 
education, children’s health can often bounce 
back drastically.   

Pictured here 
are several 
examples of 
children that 
we have 
helped 
through 
Maisha 
Matters in 
this past 
quarter.  All 
of these 
before / 
after photos 
were taken 
on the first day of our support and then again 
within the first month. Parents and caregivers 
are educated on how to feed their children 
healthier diets, even on a limited budget, and 
how to address certain medical concerns, such 
as HIV, malaria, and chronic diarrhea.  Due to 
the frequency of occurrence in this area, 
children are also screened for TB and, if 
suspected, taken to the local clinic for testing 
and medication counseling.  In extreme 
situations, additional medical support is given if 
hospitalization or special medical procedures 
are necessary.  These parents and caregivers 
work hard to make the necessary changes to 
help their children become healthy and maintain 
a healthier future.  We, as Neema House, find it 
rewarding to see such drastic results through our 
work and know that we are truly making a 
difference in these children’s lives.
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TOTAL TRANSFORMATION THRU 
GOOD NUTRITION AND EDUCATION


