LIKE TWO BUILDERS

Where are we going today?
Listening to Jesus will make our lives solid but only if we
do what he says.

Ready? (optional)
Gather some basic building materials for two similar houses. Some
Lego? Building blocks? Plastic cups? Deck of cards? Anything!

Open your Bible to Luke 6:46-49

Pray: Dear Heavenly Father, we want to love listening to Jesus. Please
help us to listen and know your voice. In Jesus name we pray, AMEN.

Activity for families:

e Build two identical or very similar “houses” out of your
building materials. Build one on a solid surface like the floor
or a table. Build the other on a cushion. Be careful now-
don’t let it fall over yet!

e |f you can’t do this activity, ask this question: What would
make a good foundation if you were building a house?

Say: Today, we’ll hear Jesus’ story about two builders to explain why it
matters so much that we not only listen to him but also do as he says.

This week’s story
Yesterday, we looked at the story of Mary and Martha, seeing that
listening to Jesus is the best thing to do. Today Jesus tells a parable
showing the big difference between only listening to Jesus and also
obeying Jesus.

o Look out for the difference between the two builders.

Luke 6:46-49

The Wise and Foolish Builders

a6“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what | say? 47As for
everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into
practice, | will show you what they are like. s They are like a man
building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock.
When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake
it, because it was well built. 20 But the one who hears my words and
does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the
ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that
house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”

Questions for us all
e What is the difference between the two builders?
e How would you feel if you lived in each of these houses?
How much would you care?

Questions for younger children (ages 3-8)

What happens to each house? (Shall we see what happens when the
house we build on the cushion is given a wobble?)

What is the difference between the two ways the people listen to
Jesus?

Questions for older children

e |t shounds so simple: listen to Jesus; obey Jesus; your house stays
up! But how do we listen to and obey Jesus on the school
playground, in front of a screen on our laptop or iPad? If you're
not sure, who could you ask for help?

e Aswe look around at our friends’ lives, often they all look similar,
just as the two houses in this parable look similar. Have you ever
seen how someone who is obeying Jesus’ words is able to stand
strong when others are in danger? If you haven’t, does that mean
Jesus was wrong? (Jesus doesn’t tell us when the damage will
happen. So it might happen at any day. Jesus did say that he
came to give life to the full (John 10:10), so ignoring him must lead
to a life that isn’t the most it could be. We might see the damage
being done in our lives or others’ lives by ignoring Jesus’ teaching
but it might not happen until Jesus returns to judge all people.)

Think/Share/Pray

*When do you find it hardest to obey Jesus? Is it when you are with a
group of friends? Is it when you are playing sports? Is it with your
family? Pray about those times, for help to obey Jesus. Or thank
Jesus that his words are the best.

Got More Time?

The most tempting way to apply today’s passage is to wait for our
children to make a bad decision and then jump into the debris
shouting, “See? That is what happens when you listen to Jesus but
don’t obey!” Instead, there are two better alternatives. First, search
for the moment of obedience to Jesus’ words, and encourage your
child that this is building on the rock. Second, search for the moment
of disobedience, wait until the raised voices have passed, and then in
the calm ask what obedience to Jesus’ words would have meant.
Coach your child. Be on their side. Pray together. Congratulate them
when they do better next time.

MORE FOR ADULTS....

Luke 6:46-49, often called the

Parable of the Two Builders, serves as the powerful conclusion to
Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain. It is a direct challenge to move beyond
superficial faith and align one's life with the teachings of Christ.

More to think about:

1."Lord, Lord" vs. Lifestyle (v. 46): Calling Jesus "Lord" implies
submission to His authority. If our daily lives (actions, attitudes,
speech) do not reflect His commands, we are acting as "cultural
Christians" or hypocrites rather than true disciples.

2.The "Digging" Process (v. 48): Building on the rock requires effort
—"digging deep". This represents the spiritual disciplines of
studying the Word, consistent prayer, repentance, and actively
rooting out bad habits. It is not easy, but it is necessary for long-
term stability.

3.Storms are Inevitable (v. 48-49): The passage does not teach that
obeying Jesus removes trials. Both the wise and foolish builders
face the same torrential storm. The difference is not in the storm,
but in the foundation that determines whether they survive it.

4.Security vs. Ruin (v. 49): The destruction of the foundationless life
is "complete" (NIV) or "great" (KJV). The ruin is often revealed
when life's pressures—betrayal, loss, or temptation—expose a lack
of true, deeply rooted faith.

Reflective Questions for Daily Application

e In what specific area of my life is God asking me to go deeper, not
Jjust know more?

o Am |, like the foolish builder, avoiding the hard work of obedience
in favor of the easy path?

o What "truths" have I heard recently that I've yet to put into
practice?

e |s my foundation based on Christ (obedience) or on the shifting
sand of my own desires?

Prayer

Lord, help me not to just hear Your words, but to follow them.
Thank You for being the solid rock. | ask for the strength and
discipline to dig deep, to repent, and to build my life on Your
truth so that | may stand firm in every storm. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.
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