House Church Gathering Discussion Questions
Sunday October 18, 2026

“The Most Precious Answer”

Scripture: Daniel 3:8-18

At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. ° They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! 1 Your Majesty has issued a decree that
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music
must fall down and worship the image of gold, ' and that whoever does not fall down and
worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. '? But there are some Jews whom you have set
over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no
attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold
you have set up.”

B Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So
these men were brought before the king, ' and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of
gold I have set up? > Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe
and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very
good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace.
Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need
to defend ourselves before you in this matter. '’ If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the
God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us'“ from Your Majestys hand.
B8 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your
gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Summary: Last Sunday’s sermon, teaches that faith in Jesus does not guarantee that our problems
will disappear or that every prayer will be answered the way we hope. Through Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego in Daniel 3, we see a faith that says, “Even if He does not”—even if God does not
change the circumstances, we will still trust Him. The greatest answer God gave the three friends was
not simply rescuing them from the fire but being with them in the fire. In the same way, prayer is
not only about receiving what we ask for; it is about encountering God, experiencing His presence,
and allowing Him to strengthen and change us. Even in heartbreaking circumstances, God’s presence
gives us the strength to endure, get back up, and keep going. Ultimately, God’s greatest gift is not
what He gives us but God Himself—His presence, love, and faithfulness with us through every
fire.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21825c

Discussion Questions:

1. What do you think it means to trust God even when He does not
answer your prayer the way you hoped?

2. The three friends discovered that God was with them “in the fire.”
When have you experienced God being with you during a difficult
time?

3. How would your prayers change if the most important goal of
prayer was not getting what you want, but spending time with God
and experiencing His presence?



