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Introduction 
 

Our Text for today is 1 Thessalonians 3.   
 

After 
Pentecost, The 
Holy Spirit had 
ignited several 
churches all 
over the Roman 
Empire.  We see 
the nine centers 
where people 
put their trust 
in Jesus and 
established 
communities 
called churches.  
These nine 

communities living out their trust in Jesus existed before Paul started his missionary journeys.  
Yes, Paul used to be named Saul, a hater of all things Jesus. This Paul now, is dedicated to 
helping others come tom faith in Jesus and grow in that faith.   

 
 
 
Chapter 3 of his letter 

begins with “SO,”“so when we 
could stand it no longer . . “  
The “so” continues the agony 
Paul and his team felt because 
they could not be with the 
people they wanted to be 
with. In chapter 2 Paul calls it 
“orphaned.” 
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1 Thessalonians 2:17 (NIV) — 17 But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being 
separated from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we 

made every effort to see you.  
 
In Chapter 3 of Thessalonians Paul is writing 

to the Thessalonians while he himself is 180 miles 
South.  [he is about 10 days walking distance away.] 
 
 

 Orphaned: we were separated from you.. 
we were torn away from you 

 
Connection to today:  
 
 During these Covid times we know full well what it means to have our 

friendships and acquaintance circles re-drawn.  We can’t be with the people we really want to 
be with. “Paul, I think I understand you…but really “orphaned”?” is that not too strong a word? 

  
Some of us introverts like the peace and quiet…. 
 
transition 
Chapter 3 sheds light on practices that characterize genuine friendship.  Genuine 
friendship cares how people live out their faith. We all need to grow in faith and the one 
indicator of growing faith is we love better and deeper and wider 

 
We will read the 13 verses of chapter 3 of Thessalonians after I pray  
 
Julius: I am praying verse 13 of our passage 
 
 Lord, we need an infusion. Infuse us with your strength and with your purity, so 
that we can be filled with confidence in the presence of you, our God and Father.  Yes, 
strengthen our trust so that we will be ready when our Master Jesus arrives with all 
those who have placed their trust in you, One and only God. 
 

When we READ: 1 Thess 3:1-13.  
Pay attention to the word “faith” 
 
Faith is mentioned 4 times between 
verses 2 and 13 
 
 
Faith = trust 
 It is trust in Truth. 
Not “your” truth 
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. …My hope is built on nothing less…than  Jesus Christ my 
righteousness.. 

 
 Trust in truth encounters issues that need tending to 

Raising children-A marriage- a court case-a Pandemic-growing older-fixed 
incomes-a health issue-education-careers-jobs-a death- and myriads of 
turns and twists 
 

For the Thessalonians: they 
encountered opposition, hardships, they 
suffered for trusting the gospel of Jesus.  
They needed to be strengthened in 
their faith. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Julius: Read the    
Scriptures 
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What is Paul 
doing in this 
passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Outline for the passage is 
based on the two usages of the 
word “to strengthen” 
 
When we interact with people, we 
need to interact on the level of 
their trust in the Truth thrives 
 
 
 
 
 

Julius: Read slide 
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Julius read:  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Co-worker of God 
Although Separated, Paul finds two ways to encourage the Thessalonians 
 

1. It hurts to be separated 
 
 v. 17 We were orphaned by being separated from you” 
 
  We are processing a million feelings…conflicting, confusing,  
 
  Strong feeling. We belong no more. 
 

Covid regulations have separated many of us.  Some of you would describe that 
separation as “orphaned”. Others would not use such strong terminology. 
 
When do you use such strong terminology:  When you care deeply.  When you 
love intensely. 
 
Paul is separated from the Thessalonians, but he does not want to stay 
separated, he wants to see them face to face 
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v. 17 “out of our intense longing we made every effort to see 
you…but……. 
 
 When you want something so badly but it does not happen 
 

Want to be able to visit that family member, friend.  Senior 
visits are near impossible.  

  Want to be able to play that sport 
  Want to be able to work or work normally 
 

But some of us are NOT that vulnerable….We hide 
behind the emotions of others: my spouse…she 
really wants to see this fixed….You, know, my 
kid….. 

v. 5 When I could stand it no longer… 
“I, Paul” is emphatic and stresses that the 
desire to visit was intensely personal on his 
part 
 
What Paul did communicate clearly is that it 
was not lack of desire or lack of love that 
prevented his return to Thessalonica.  The 
church needed to hear that they were not 
just a trophy statistic.  
 
We NEED to hear: someone cares about our 
wellbeing 

 
When you desire physical contact, just little bit of how it used to be… you 
can see the progress in attitude… 
 
Stages of waking up: denial, anger bargaining, depression acceptance…. 

 
 

2. The longing to see the Thessalonians, did not wane but only got stronger 
 

3:1,5  “When we could stand it no longer…” [2x] 
 

Attempts to revisit.   
 

What does the example of Paul show us? 
 

Ministers who don’t long for their sheep have something broken in them.   
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Do you know that some serving in the church and some church ministries are not build 
at all around love?  Paul models an alternative way however 

 
Ministry should be  build on, around through, with, LOVE.   

 
Personal: It rebukes me.  Being in love with the Bible and its teaching I need to be 
reminded that delivering the bible lesson without loving the young, the old, the men 
and women the near and distant in the audience is a fatal flaw.  
 
Application: OCTOBER: National Pizza Month.  Also Pastor’s appreciation Month.  What 
about acknowledging those who displayed this pastoral heart in your life,? 

 
Separation from your loved ones is really painful 

 
DO YOU HAVE OPTIONS TO SHOW CARE WHILE SEPEARATED?  

 
   

3. Although Separated, One can still be Involved in the lives of the others.  Paul finds an 
alternative communication line  
 
In Paul’s case:  
 
 3:2. We sent Timothy 
 
  Deploy a trustworthy Messenger  
 

Paul still could not go.  But found a way.  It is mere speculation how come Timothy 
was able to go.  I will add to those speculative options: I think Paul himself wanted to 
be present.  There is a way to outsmart the second most power being in the 
universe.  [the battle inside and outside of us]. Greater is he that is in you than he 
that is the world says the apostle John in the year 90.  
 
  I can’t  go.  But Timothy can do as good a job as I.  EMPOWER.  
 

Who would consider you a co-worker with God?  They would have to see that 
everything you do and say, really adds up to promoting the good news about ONE 
Person: Jesus. YOU Check-in with the CEO and align yourself with His agenda.  

 
 

Timothy served as Paul’s agent when Paul was unable to pay a personal visit to one 
of the churches that he had established (1 Cor. 4:17; 16:10; Phil. 2:19). 
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  τὸν ἀδελφὸν ἡμῶν καὶ συνεργὸν τοῦ θεοῦ ἐν τῷ εὐαγγελίῳ τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
(“our brother and coworker of God in the gospel of Christ”) states Timothy’s 
credentials that entitle him to act as Paul’s representative 
 
“Our brother” in the gospel of Christ 
 
“Co-worker of God” –in the Gospel of Christ 
 

Bold statement! Paul describes himself and Apollos as “coworkers (συνεργοί) 
of God” in 1 Cor. 3:9,  and in 2 Cor. 5:16–6:2  

 
Brother+co-worker in the Gospel of Christ: Someone with the same worldview! 
 
Not just my co-worker! 
No, a co-worker of God!   
 

Name dropping: I am a co-worker with …Oprah, Bill Gates. Sheryll 
Sandberg.  Jeff Bezos and I share an office.  

 
 

4. The challenges of coworking with God 
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Julius Draw? --- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
TRUST IN THE TRUTH: 
focus of co-workers of 
God 
 
 
 
1. “Strengthened and 
encouraged in your faith” 
3:2 

 
Do we see the need for our faith to be strengthened? 
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We need to 
be 
desperate, 
wounded, 
aware that 
our faith is 
in need of 
growing 
stronger. 
 
What does 
“our faith” 
mean? 
 

 Not in the sense of “everyone believes whatever they seem fit to believe” 
 
 No.   
 
 Faith = your trust in the Gospel of Jesus. Living a life that gives forth fruit.  
   

By now you should know that not everyone preaches the same 
Gospel of Jesus.  The Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons and others 
preach and teach the wrong Jesus. A Jesus who is merely a god 
and not the only God does not have good news for your soul.  The 
experience of Joseph Smith in a few moments in the grove 
on a spring day in 1820, brought more light and knowledge 
and understanding of the personality and reality and 
substance of God and his Beloved Son than men had 
arrived at during centuries of speculation.” 
 
 Listen to our Romans series!   
 
56 times in Paul used in the sense : trust in the Gospel of 
Jesus.  
 

Ephesians 6:16 (NIV) — 16 In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. 
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Romans 1:8 (NIV) — 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported 
all over the world. 
 
Romans 10:17 (NIV) — 17 Consequently, faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message is heard through 
the word about Christ. 
 
Colossians 1:4 (NIV) — 4 because we have heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s 
people— 
 
Colossians 2:7 (NIV) — 7 rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV) — 3 We remember before our 
God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:7 (NIV) — 7 Therefore, brothers and 
sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were 
encouraged about you because of your faith. 

 
A trust in the Gospel of Jesus builds a world, a garden , 
a kitchen, a family, a workspace that extends the rule 
of Jesus in that which can be seen and the unseen.   

 
 
Persecution. Hardships can unsettle your faith 
 
 A well-known Christian singer has renounced their belief in God.  
Happens with people like him, a pastors’ kid, brought up in youth groups and 
Christian education.  His issue, the hardship of reconciling same-sex love and 
marriage.  
 
 

Your response to the Gospel of Jesus can be “choked” 
 

 Luke 8:14 (ESV) — 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the 
cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.  
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Hardships come in forms of attacks on your belief system.  Has God really said?    
Obviously, persecution and hardship come in other forms also, ostracized [no 

one wants anything to do with you], you are targeted because of your beliefs to be 
bypassed for a promotion. And millions around the world following Jesus are without 
clothes, houses, food and other physical comforts because the enemy of the Gospel is 
on their trail. 

 
Is your faith getting stronger?  How?  Are you strengthening the faith of those in 
your circles?  How? 
 

 
Julius Read Slides:  

transition: WE have seen what it meant to be a Co-worker of God.  
They contribute to a culture of trust in the Truth 
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Find an alternative means to find about the faith 
of others. 
 
Transition: Although Paul’s doubts have been 
removed by the return of Timothy and his news 
(3:1–10) Paul goes a step further…He prays, he 
calls on God. 
 
2. Calling on God requires us to to Believe in 
the power of Prayer  
 
a. “We thank God!”  Not we congratulate 
ourselves.  Yes!  We are a success!  This goes 
with everything we do in the power of God.  
Raising children.  We thank God.  Women’s 
ministry?  We thank God!  Prayer ministry?  We 
thank God!  Small groups?  We thank God!  
 
We thank God.  Are you? NIGHT AND DAY 3:10 
 
 
b. Event hough we get a great report we are 
not done!  Faith must keep growing 3:10.  
 
 
c. Two observations about calling on God in 
order to strengthen their trust in the Truth 
 

I will switch to a more literal translation because you may miss this if you 
only looked at a functional equivalent translation like the NIV.  In the NIV it 
looks like the Lord is doing two separate things whereas they are really one:  
 

May the Lord do 2 things : 1. MAKE 
 
1. Love increase + overflow 

 
a. For other believers 
b. And for everyone else 
c. Standard: as ours does for you v. 12 
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2. May the Lord Strengthen your hearts 
 
a. Blameless + holy in the presence of our God and 

Father 
b. In view of the return of Jesus 

 
BUT SEE SLIDES! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion + Prayer 
 
 
Lord, we have a crisis.  Out trust in the Truth is under 
constant attack.  We need an infusion from you. 
Infuse us with your strength and with your purity, so 
that we can be filled with confidence in the presence 
of you, our God and Father.  Yes, strengthen our trust 
so that we will be ready when our Master Jesus 
arrives with all those who have placed their trust in 
you, the One and only God.  
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Extra Material 1 
 

How Does the apostle Paul Speak about “faith” as “trust in the Gospel”? 

 
trust in the gospel 56 of 155 
 

 
 

noun. trust in Jesus as contained in the content of the Gospel. 
πίστις pistis; πίστις pistisἐν enἸησοῦς Iēsous; πίστις pistisἸησοῦς IēsousΧριστός Christos; πίστις 
pistisἸησοῦς Iēsous; πίστις pistisὁ hoεὐαγγέλιον euangelion; πίστις pistisεἰς eisἸησοῦς Iēsous; 
πίστις pistisἀλήθεια alētheia; πίστις pistisεἰς eisΧριστός Christos 
 

Ro 1:5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,  
Ro 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 
proclaimed in all the world.  
Ro 1:12 •that is, that we may be mutually•• encouraged by each other’s faith, both 
yours and mine.  
Ro 3:22 •the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction:  
Ro 3:26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  
Ro 3:28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  
Ro 3:30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the 
uncircumcised through faith.  
Ro 3:31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we 
uphold the law.  
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Ro 4:5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness,  
Ro 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Ro 5:2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
Ro 9:30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have 
attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith;  
Ro 10:8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);  
Ro 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  
Ro 14:1 •As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 
opinions.  
Ro 14:22 The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one 
who has no reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves.  
Ro 14:23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not 
from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.  
Ro 16:26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been 
made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith—  
1 Co 15:14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith 
is in vain.  
2 Co 1:24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you 
stand firm in your faith.  
2 Co 8:7 But as you excel in everything—in faith•, in speech•, in knowledge•, in all 
earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.  
2 Co 10:15 We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as 
your faith increases, our •area of influence among you may be greatly enlarged,  
Ga 2:16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith 
in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith 
in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified.  
Ga 3:22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith 
in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  
Ga 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  
Eph 1:15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love •toward all the saints,  
Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,  
Eph 6:16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 
all the flaming darts of the evil one;  
Php 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
I come and see you or am absent, I may hear •of you that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,  
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Php 3:9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith—  
Col 1:4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all 
the saints,  
Col 1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast•, not shifting from the 
hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.  
Col 2:5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing •to see 
your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ.  
Col 2:7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving.  
1 Th 1:3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
1 Th 3:2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish and exhort you in your faith,  
1 Th 3:7 for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction we have been 
comforted about you through your faith.  
2 Th 1:11 •To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of 
his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power,  
2 Th 2:13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the 
Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the 
Spirit and belief in the truth.  
2 Th 3:2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith.  
1 Ti 1:4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote 
speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith.  
1 Ti 1:5 •The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith.  
1 Ti 1:19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made 
shipwreck of their faith,  
1 Ti 2:15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love 
and holiness, with self-control.  
1 Ti 3:13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and 
also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.  
1 Ti 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith 
by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,  
1 Ti 4:12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  
2 Ti 2:18 who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already 
happened•. They are upsetting the faith of some.  
2 Ti 3:8 •Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the 
truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith.  
2 Ti 3:15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith •in Christ Jesus.  
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2 Ti 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  
Tt 1:1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of 
God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,  
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Extra Material 2 
 
Co-Worker of God.  The KJV is different on this verse.  Why? 

 
1 Thessalonians 3:2 (ESV) — 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in 
the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith,  
 
1 Thessalonians 3:2 (NIV) — 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in 
God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your 
faith,  
 
1 Thessalonians 3:2 (KJV 1900) — 2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of 
God, and our fellow labourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort 
you concerning your faith:  
 

 The following is from the NET bible note.   
 

Here is my summary J : various Greek texts on this verse must be weighed as to 
which one was original. Internal Evidence, which is the flow of the passage in the 
book of 1 Thessalonians, favors how the ESV translates the passage. The ESV is. 
Not the only translation that follows this reading by the way.  Although semi-
hidden, the NIV also follows this reading.  

 
tc A variety of readings occurs in this verse. Instead of “and fellow worker for God” (καὶ	
συνεργὸν	τοῦ	θεοῦ, kai sunergon tou theou), B has “and fellow worker” (καὶ	
συνεργόν); א A P Ψ 0278 6 81 629* 1241 1739 1881 2464 lat co read “and servant of 
God” (καὶ	διάκονον	τοῦ	θεοῦ, kai diakonon tou theou); D2 𝔐 and a few versional 
witnesses read “and a servant of God and our fellow worker” (καὶ	διάκονον	τοῦ	θεοῦ	
καὶ	συνεργὸν	ἡμῶν); and F G have “servant and fellow worker for God” (διάκονον	καὶ	
συνεργὸν	τοῦ	θεοῦ). The reading of the text (καὶ	συνεργὸν	τοῦ	θεοῦ) is found in D* 33 
b {d m o} Ambst {Pel}. It may be argued that all readings that do not collocate 
συνεργόν with θεοῦ are secondary, as this is certainly the harder reading. Indeed, in only 
one other place in the NT are human beings said to be συνεργοὶ	θεοῦ (sunergoi theou; 1 
Cor 3:9), and the simplest (though by no means the only) interpretation is that the 
genitive should be taken associatively (“a fellow worker in association with God”). It is 
difficult to account for συνεργὸν	τοῦ	θεοῦ here unless it is authentic because of the 
theological difficulty that would be easily seen in this wording. A genealogy of the 
readings suggests that various scribes may have deleted τοῦ	θεοῦ or swapped διάκονον 
for συνεργόν to remove the offense. The readings of the Byzantine text and two Western 
MSS (F G) appear to be conflations of earlier readings, but the reading of F G nevertheless 
indirectly supports καὶ	συνεργὸν	τοῦ	θεοῦ since it does not remove the offense. 
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Although the witnesses for καὶ	συνεργὸν	τοῦ	θεοῦ are minimal, the internal evidence is 
quite strong in favor of this reading. With hesitation, it is adopted as authentic. 


