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Living	with	a	View	to	the	Future	
The	Foundations	of	a	Godly	life	
Acts	17:1-9;	1	Thessalonians	1:1-3	
	
Believing	in	the	first	coming	of	Jesus	Christ	with	the	gospel	is	foundational	to	a	godly	life.		
Believing	in	the	second	coming	of	Jesus	Christ	in	Glory	is	foundational	to	a	godly	life	
The	godly	life	built	on	this	foundation	leads	to	a		

faith	that	works	
love	that	labors	
hope	that	endures	

	
Introduction	
Slide	
Two	men	were	standing	by	the	side	of	a	highway	holding	up	a	sign	that	read,	“The	end	is	
near!	Turn	around	now	before	it’s	too	late!”	As	cars	came	by,	they	would	lift	the	sign	high	
and	point	to	the	words.	
	
The	first	car	that	came	down	the	road	slowed	down	and	yelled	at	the	men	to	“Leave	us	
alone	you	religious	nuts!”	The	car	then	sped	up	and	took	off	down	the	highway.	From	
around	the	curve,	the	two	men	heard	screeching	tires	and	a	big	splash.	One	man	looked	at	
his	buddy	and	said,	“Do	you	think	we	should	just	make	a	sign	that	says,	‘The	bridge	is	out?’”	
“Keeping	Your	Faith	Alive”	by	Brian	Bill	accessed	9/9/09	at		http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermon.asp?SermonID=56217&ContributorID=4381	

	
Whenever	we	here	the	phrase	the	end	is	near,	many	of	us	often	think	of	a	religious	nut	on	
the	street	corner	preaching	to	those	who	have	no	interest	in	listening.		People	have	been	
saying	the	end	is	near	for	hundreds	of	years	and	the	end	still	has	not	come	so	it	is	easy	to	
not	really	think	about	Jesus	returning	or	really	have	the	reality	of	that	affecting	our	lives.	
	
Now	the	fact	is	that	no	one	knows	the	day	or	the	hour.		Jesus	tells	us	that	only	Father	in	
heaven	knows	the	day	and	the	hour	(Matthew	24:36)	and	that	the	end	will	come	like	a	
thief	(2	Peter	3:10).		But	even	though	we	don’t	know	the	day	or	hour,	listen	to	what	
Jesus	tells	his	followers	in	
Matthew	24:44-47	
Slide	
44	So	you	also	must	be	ready,	because	the	Son	of	Man	will	come	at	an	hour	when	you	do	
not	expect	him.	
45	“Who	then	is	the	faithful	and	wise	servant,	whom	the	master	has	put	in	charge	of	the	
servants	in	his	household	to	give	them	their	food	at	the	proper	time?	46	It	will	be	good	for	
that	servant	whose	master	finds	him	doing	so	when	he	returns.	47	Truly	I	tell	you,	he	will	
put	him	in	charge	of	all	his	possessions.	
	
He	tells	us	to	be	ready.		We	need	to	be	ready	always	for	Jesus’	return	because	I	can	tell	
you	this,	while	we	don’t	know	the	day	or	the	hour,	we	are	closer	today	than	we	were	
yesterday	and	His	coming	could	be	at	any	moment	AND	His	coming	again	is	something	
that	should	impact	how	we	are	living	right	now.	
	
It	is	with	that	in	mind,	we	are	beginning	a	new	series	through	1	Thessalonians	called	
“Living	with	a	View	to	the	Future.”			

Matthew 24:44-47
44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man 

will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, 

whom the master has put in charge of the servants 
in his household to give them their food at the proper time?

46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him 
doing so when he returns. 47 Truly I tell you, 

he will put him in charge of all his possessions.
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Slide	
We	are	going	to	be	seeing	how	the	Thessalonians		

lived	their	lives	with	a	view	to	the	future	and		
how	Paul	further	instructed	their	young	faith	to	have	a	correct	view	of	the	

coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	which	would	propel	them	toward	greater	
living	in	the	present.	

	
This	is	my	hope	for	us	as	we	go	through	this	letter.		That	we	would	be	able	to	live	godly	
lives	as	we	keep	our	focus	on	Christ	AND	the	eternal	life	he	has	come	to	give	
	
Background	and	establishment	of	Thessalonian	church	
But	before	we	jump	right	into	1	Thessalonians,	I	think	it	is	important	that	we	understand	
a	little	bit	of	the	background	of	the	church	and	this	letter.	
	
Paul	started	the	church	in	Thessalonica	during	his	second	missionary	journey	that	we	
can	read	about	in	the	book	of	Acts	(Acts	15:36	–	20:38).		We	read	about	his	time	in	
Thessalonica	in	Acts	17:1-9.			
	

I	want	to	read	those	verses	and	get	a	better	understanding	of	what	Paul	was	teaching	
them	and	to	gain	an	understanding	of	what	was	going	on	during	his	time	in	Thessalonica.	
	
Acts	17:1-9	
Slide	
When	Paul	and	his	companions	had	passed	through	Amphipolis	and	Apollonia,	they	
came	to	Thessalonica,	where	there	was	a	Jewish	synagogue.	2	As	was	his	custom,	Paul	
went	into	the	synagogue,	and	on	three	Sabbath	days	he	reasoned	with	them	from	the	
Scriptures,	3	explaining	and	proving	that	the	Messiah	had	to	suffer	and	rise	from	the	
dead.	“This	Jesus	I	am	proclaiming	to	you	is	the	Messiah,”	he	said.	4	Some	of	the	Jews	
were	persuaded	and	joined	Paul	and	Silas,	as	did	a	large	number	of	God-fearing	Greeks	
and	quite	a	few	prominent	women.	
5	But	other	Jews	were	jealous;	so	they	rounded	up	some	bad	characters	from	the	
marketplace,	formed	a	mob	and	started	a	riot	in	the	city.		
Slide	
They	rushed	to	Jason’s	house	in	search	of	Paul	and	Silas	in	order	to	bring	them	out	to	the	
crowd.[a]	6	But	when	they	did	not	find	them,	they	dragged	Jason	and	some	other	
believers	before	the	city	officials,	shouting:	“These	men	who	have	caused	trouble	all	over	
the	world	have	now	come	here,	7	and	Jason	has	welcomed	them	into	his	house.	They	are	
all	defying	Caesar’s	decrees,	saying	that	there	is	another	king,	one	called	Jesus.”	8	When	
they	heard	this,	the	crowd	and	the	city	officials	were	thrown	into	turmoil.	9	Then	they	
made	Jason	and	the	others	post	bond	and	let	them	go.	
	

Now	we	are	not	going	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	here,	but	I	want	you	to	notice	what	Paul	
begins	teaching	the	Thessalonians	right	off	the	bat.	
	

He	is	preaching	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ	who	came	into	the	world	with	the	good	news,	
the	gospel.		And	He	is	preaching	this	because	Paul	knows	from	personal	experience	
that	this	good	news,	this	gospel	of	Jesus’	coming,	is	essential	for	us	to	truly	believe	if	
we	are	going	to	be	able	to	spend	eternity	in	heaven	and	not	in	hell.		That	is	the	first	and	
most	important	thing.			

Acts 17:1-9
When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis 

and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was 
a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went into the 

synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them 
from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Messiah

had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming 
to you is the Messiah,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded 

and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing 
Greeks and quite a few prominent women. 5 But other Jews were 

jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the 
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city.

Acts 17:1-9
They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas 

in order to bring them out to the crowd.
6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason 

and some other believers before the city officials, shouting: 
“These men who have caused trouble all over the world

have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them 
into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, 
saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8

When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials 
were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason

and the others post bond and let them go. 
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Transition	
But	the	belief	about	Jesus	and	His	first	coming	with	the	gospel	is	not	only	essential	for	
eternal	life,	but	

Believing	in	the	First	Coming	of	Jesus	Christ	with	the	Gospel	
is	Foundational	to	Living	a	Godly	Life	
Slide	
That	is	because	if	you	do	not	believe	that	Jesus	came	and	became	a	man	and	died	for	
your	sins	and	rose	again,	then	you	are	not	a	Christian.		A	Christian,	by	definition	is	
someone	who	believes	the	gospel	about	Jesus	Christ	and	that	He	was	really	God	who	
became	man	and	died	for	your	sins	and	defeated	death.	
	

And	if	you	don’t	believe	that,	not	only	do	you	not	go	to	heaven,	but	you	do	not	have	the	
Holy	Spirit	of	God	indwelling	you,	so	it	is	therefore	impossible	for	you	to	live	a	godly	life	
because	it	is	only	by	the	power	of	God’s	Spirit	in	us	that	can	enable	us	to	live	the	way	
that	He	wants	us	to.	
	

So,	Paul	begins	preaching	about	Jesus	coming	as	the	Christ,	the	Messiah,	and	about	him	
living	and	dying	and	rising	from	the	dead	because	a	belief	about	that	is	foundational			

to	inheriting	eternal	life	AND		
to	living	a	godly	life		

	 	

Transition	to	future	hope	
Now	as	we	begin	to	study	the	first	letter	to	the	Thessalonians	over	the	next	couple	
months,	we	are	going	to	see	that	not	only	is	believing	in	the	first	coming	of	Jesus	Christ	
with	the	gospel	essential	to	our	eternity	and	to	us	living	a	godly	life,	but	we	will	find	that	

Believing	in	the	second	coming	of	Jesus	Christ	in	Glory	is	
foundational	to	living	a	Godly	Life	
Slide		
The	entire	book	of	first	Thessalonians	has	as	a	theme		

the	return	of	Christ	and	how	that	effects	our	living	here.	
	

Every	chapter	of	first	Thessalonians	includes	an	aspect	of	the	second	coming	of	Christ	
and	its	effect	upon	us.	(See	1	Thessalonians	1:10;	2:19-20;	3:13;	4:13-18;	5:23-24)		
	

Now	Paul	was	not	in	Thessalonica	very	long,	but	as	is	apparent	from	this	first	letter,	he	
taught	about	these	2	essential	beliefs	in	his	time	there	because	he	speaks	of	them	in	
such	a	way	as	if	they	should	know	them.		That	just	shows	us	that	a	belief	and	discussion	
about	Christ’s	return	is	not	just	for	theologians,	but	is	important	for	everyday	Christians	
to	know	and	understand.	
	

Now,	given	that	Paul	was	not	there	very	long,	they	do	have	some	confusion	in	regards	
to	the	Lord’s	return	that	Paul	hopes	to	correct	and	clarify	in	this	letter	so	that	they	may	
live	a	more	and	more	godly	life	as	they	live	their	life	with	a	view	to	the	future.	
	

So	let’s	read	1	Thessalonians	1:1-3		
Slide	
and	begin	to	take	a	look	at	a	few	things	that	a	belief	in	the	first	coming	of	Jesus	with	the	
gospel	as	well	as	the	second	coming	of	Jesus	in	glory	should	lead	to	in	our	life.			
	

Believing in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
In Glory is Foundational to Living a Godly Life 

Acts 17:2-3
2 As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three 

Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,
3 explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and 

rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming 
to you is the Messiah,” he said.

Believing in the First Coming of Jesus Christ 
with the Gospel is Foundational to Living a Godly Life 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-3
Paul, Silas and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.

2 We always thank God for all of you and continually 
mention you in our prayers. 3 We remember before 
our God and Father your work produced by faith,

your labor prompted by love,
and your endurance inspired by hope

in our Lord Jesus Christ.



4 
 

1	Thessalonians	1:1-3	
Paul,	Silas	and	Timothy,	
To	the	church	of	the	Thessalonians	in	God	the	Father	and	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ:	
Grace	and	peace	to	you.	
2	We	always	thank	God	for	all	of	you	and	continually	mention	you	in	our	prayers.	3	We	
remember	before	our	God	and	Father	your	work	produced	by	faith,	your	labor	
prompted	by	love,	and	your	endurance	inspired	by	hope	in	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	
	
Paul	begins	this	letter	much	as	he	does	his	other	letters	identifying	who	he	is	and	who	is	
writing	with	him	and	indicating	who	the	letter	is	originally	written	to	and	tells	them	of	
his	continual	prayers	for	them.	
	
Then	he	goes	on	to	tell	them	what	he	is	thanking	the	Father	for	and	Paul	mentions	3	
things	that	he	thanks	God	for	that	are	a	result	of	the	Thessalonians	belief	in	Jesus	
Christ	in	His	coming	with	the	gospel	and	a	belief	in	His	coming	again	in	glory.	
	
The	first	is	a		

A	Faith	that	Works	
Slide	
1Thessalonians	1:3a	-	We	always	thank	God	for	all	of	you	and	continually	mention	you	in	
our	prayers.	3	We	remember	before	our	God	and	Father	your	work	produced	by	faith…	
	
Now,	often	when	we	think	about	faith,	we	think	that	faith	is	just	something	we	believe,	
that	is	inside	us.	
	
And	while	faith	is	something	that	is	insides	us	that	we	believe,	a	real	faith	never	stays	
inside.		It	comes	out	in	the	things	we	do.	
	
Slide	
James	tells	us	in	James	2:17-18	that	“faith	by	itself,	if	it	is	not	accompanied	by	action,	is	
dead.	18	But	someone	will	say,	"You	have	faith;	I	have	deeds."		Show	me	your	faith	
without	deeds,	and	I	will	show	you	my	faith	by	what	I	do.	
	
Additionally,	Paul	writes	in	Ephesians	2:10,	that	“	we	are	God's	workmanship,	created	
in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	advance	for	us	to	do.”	
	
Real	faith	bleeds	out	of	us.		These	Thessalonians	have	a	faith	that	is	real	and	it	is	
causing	them	to	work	and	live	and	put	forth	effort	for	the	kingdom	of	God	that	is	not	
just	in	them	but	comes	out	of	them.			
	
Work	=	Occupation	
This	word	that	is	translated	work	in	this	verse	can	also	be	translated	as	occupation.	
There	is	a	mindset	in	the	lives	of	the	Thessalonians	that	serving	the	Lord	in	faith	is	their	
primary	work,	it	is	what	they	are	to	do.		
	
How	they	make	money	is	just	something	that	is	able	to	support	them	doing	ministry	
work.	

Right belief and focus on Jesus’ First and Second coming produce …
A Faith that Works

1 Thessalonians 1:3a
We remember before our God and Father

your work produced by faith…

Right belief and focus on Jesus’ First and Second coming produce …
A Faith that Works

Ephesians 2:10
“ we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

James 2:17-18 
“faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  Show me 
your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.
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Apply	
Now	I	want	to	ask	you,	how	do	you	view	your	work?	
	
Do	you	view	your	work	as	the	job	you	hold?		
Or	do	you	view	your	work	as	your	faith	to	be	shared	and	your	job	as	just	an	
environment	to	be	an	influence	for	the	Lord	and	as	a	way	to	support	your	real	work	of	
telling	people	about	Jesus	and	His	coming	with	the	gospel	and	His	coming	again	in	glory?	
	
I	think	Christianity	and	the	church	in	America	has	been	deceived	into	thinking	that	the	
work	of	sharing	faith	is	for	Sundays	by	the	pastor	and	church	staff.	
	
That	is	wrong.		The	job	of	the	pastors	and	staff	is	to	equip	Christians	for	the	work	of	the	
ministry	in	sharing	their	faith	all	week	long!	
	
Tools	to	help	you	have	a	Faith	that	Works	
We	want	to	equip	you	with	teaching,	encourage	you	with	the	Scriptures	and	put	tools	in	
your	hands	to	help	you.		We	have	put	on	our	website	some	resources	to	help	you	grow	
in	your	knowledge	of	these	Scriptures	we	are	studying	and	resources	to	help	you	engage	
with	the	culture	some	of	the	things	you	are	learning.		If	you	want	to	exercise	your	faith	
and	grow	in	godliness,	then	you	will	be	working	by	faith	to	share	Christ	and	why	he	
came	and	that	He	is	coming	again.	
	
I	want	nothing	more	than	to	be	encouraged	with	the	church	at	Hickory	Creek	like	Paul	
was	encouraged	by	the	Thessalonians	by	your	work	produced	because	of	your	faith.	
	
Transition	
But	it	is	not	only	a	Faith	that	works	that	Paul	is	encouraged	by	and	that	has	been	
foundational	to	how	the	Thessalonians	are	living,	but	their	belief	in	Jesus’s	first	and	
second	coming	is	also	foundational	to	living	a	life	with		

A	Love	that	Labors	
Slide	
We	remember	before	our	God	and	Father	your	work	produced	by	faith,	your	labor	
prompted	by	love…	(1	Thessalonians	1:3b)	
	
What	is	the	difference	between	work	produced	by	faith	and	labor	prompted	by	love?	
	
The	word	translated	labor	is	different	from	the	word	translated	work	in	that	labor	
carries	the	implication	of	pain	or	toil,	hard	work,	or	sacrifice	versus	more	of	an	
occupational	work.	
	
So	this	second	phrase	is	talking	about	a	laboring	or	sacrifice	that	is	prompted	by	that	
agape	love	for	people	who	desperately	need	to	hear	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ	so	
that	they	will	not	be	entering	an	eternity	apart	from	Christ	in	hell	where	there	is	
weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth.	
	
	
	

Right belief and focus on Jesus’ First and Second coming produce …
A Love that Labors

1 Thessalonians 1:3b
We remember before our God and Father

your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love …
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Remembering	9/11	
This	past	Friday	was	Patriot	Day,	the	day	we	remember	the	events	of	9/11/01.		Even	
though	it	was	19	years	ago,	I	can	still	remember	seeing	the	men	and	women	who	
sacrificed	days	and	weeks,	spending	hour	after	hour	searching	for	people	in	the	rubble	
of	the	World	Trade	Center.		They	were	looking	for	people	so	they	would	not	die.			
	
Temporary	Salvation	
The	sad	part	about	that	is	that	anyone	who	survived	that	day	will	one	day	die	
physically.		All	of	the	laboring	and	sacrifices	of	the	volunteers	and	firefighters	that	day	
would	only	bring	about	a	temporary	salvation	during	this	lifetime.	
	
Eternal	Salvation	
The	labor	that	is	prompted	by	the	agape	love	of	the	Lord,	that	sometimes	will	require	
sacrifice	from	us,	so	that	we	can	share	the	good	news	and	help	people	hear	the	good	
news	about	Jesus	first	coming	and	so	they	can	look	forward	to	the	hope	of	His	Second	
coming,	saves	someone	not	just	for	this	lifetime,	but	for	an	eternity.	
	
These	Thessalonians	had	a	correct	view	that	Jesus	is	going	to	be	coming	back	and	there	
are	people	who	are	dying	before	He	comes	back	who	have	not	trusted	in	Him	as	their	
Savior.		They	were	willing	to	labor,	to	sacrifice	out	of	love,	to	save	those	who	were	
perishing.	
	
Satan	looks	to	distract	us	
For	us,	this	is	where	Satan	often	comes	in	and	seeks	to	focus	on	things	other	than	the	
eternity	of	those	without	Christ.		He	wants	to	distract	us	from	the	reality	of	eternity.	
	
When	we	lose	that	focus,		

the	focus	that	there	are	those	without	Jesus	who	will	be	going	to	hell,	and		
the	focus	that	Jesus	could	come	back	at	any	moment,		

getting	the	good	news	about	Jesus	into	the	hearts	and	minds	of	those	who	don’t	know	
Him,	no	longer	seems	that	urgent.	
	
And	if	it	is	not	that	urgent,	we	really	aren’t	too	willing	to	make	sacrifices,	to	labor,	so	
that	others	can	come	to	know	Him.			
	
Sure,	we	may	serve	in	some	capacity	and	give	to	the	offering,	but	when	Satan	deceives	
us	and	we	stop	living	with	a	view	to	the	future,	our	hearts	start	to	grow	cold	and	our	
love	is	not	prompting	any	labor,	any	hard	work,	that	may	cause	us	discomfort,	but	
would	be	instrumental	in	helping	someone	else	come	to	Christ.	
	
This	is	why	it	is	so	important	to	be	continually	reminded	and	encouraged	to	keep	our	
eyes	fixed	on	Jesus,	on	His	sacrifice	and	on	His	imminent	return,	so	that	we	are	willing	
to	labor	out	of	our	love	for	those	who	need	to	hear	the	gospel	and	come	to	salvation	
and	experience	the	hope	that	is	available	only	in	Christ.	
	
When	we	are	living	with	that	view	to	future,	sacrifices	we	make	don’t	even	seem	like	
sacrifices.		Instead	they	are	just	investments	into	the	eternities	of	others	and	the	eternal	
rewards	we	will	experience	in	heaven.	
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Apply	
So	I	want	to	ask	you,	Are	you	laboring	in	love?			
Is	your	view	of	Christ’s	first	coming	and	His	coming	again,	prompting	you	to	sacrifice,	to	
labor	out	of	your	love	

for	people	God	has	created	in	His	own	image,		
for	people	whom	Christ	Himself	sacrificed	for,	
for	People	who	need	salvation.	

Are	you	laboring	and	sacrificing	to	help	people	hear	that	good	news?	
	
Are	you	joining	together	as	part	of	the	church	body	to	use	your	gifts	as	part	of	the	
church?	
	
As	we	take	steps	of	getting	back	to	meeting	in	person,	and	of	phasing	in	our	ministries,	
there	will	be	opportunities	to	use	your	gifts,	but	it	will	require	sacrifice	and	laboring.	
	
It	may	require	being	here	for	multiple	services	to	serve	and	to	worship.	
It	may	require	you	to	get	up	earlier	than	you	want	to	normally.	
	
Are	you	willing	to	labor	and	is	that	prompted	by	the	love	you	have	experienced	from	the	
Lord	and	the	Love	of	the	Lord	that	you	have	for	others?	
			
Or	are	you	unwilling	to	labor,	to	sacrifice,	to	do	anything	that	is	uncomfortable	because	
you	are	only	loving	yourself?		Are	you	unwilling	to	tell	others	about	your	faith	because	
you	are	afraid?		Or	maybe	it	is	that	you	are	just	unsure	how.		Use	some	of	the	resources	
we	have	made	available	to	help	you	engage	others	so	that	you	might	have	more	
opportunities.		I	know	it	is	scary,	but	keep	your	mind	on	Christ	and	why	he	came	and	
that	he	will	be	returning	to	let	your	love	cause	you	to	labor,	to	sacrifice,	to	step	into	
your	fear	and	to	help	others	hear	the	good	news.	
	
I	want	to	encourage	you	to	not	only	have	a	faith	that	works,	but	also	a	love	that	labors	
as	you	grow	in	your	knowledge	of	Christ’s	first	and	second	coming.	
	
Transition		
And	it	is	as	we	continue	to	encourage	one	another	to	keep	that	focus	on	Christ	that	we	
will	also	have	

A	Hope	that	Endures				
Slide	
3	We	remember	before	our	God	and	Father	your	work	produced	by	faith,	your	labor	
prompted	by	love,	and	your	endurance	inspired	by	hope	in	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	
(1	Thessalonians	1:3c)	
	
Each	one	of	us	needs	a	hope	that	endures	because	living	a	godly,	Christian	life	is	going	
to	be	challenging	at	times.	
	
And	we	are	going	to	be	wrestling	through	those	times	when	we	are	working	and	
laboring	and	Satan	comes	and	says	“why	are	you	working	so	hard,	Jesus	isn’t	coming	
back.		He	hasn’t	come	back	yet,	why	do	you	think	He	is	going	to?”	

Right belief and focus on Jesus’ First and Second coming produce …
A Hope that Endures

1 Thessalonians 1:3c
We remember before our God and Father

your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, 
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Peter	warned	that	this	would	happen.	
2	Peter	3:3-4,	8-9	
Slide	
Above	all,	you	must	understand	that	in	the	last	days	scoffers	will	come,	scoffing	and	
following	their	own	evil	desires.	4	They	will	say,	“Where	is	this	‘coming’	he	
promised?	Ever	since	our	ancestors	died,	everything	goes	on	as	it	has	since	the	beginning	
of	creation.”	
8	But	do	not	forget	this	one	thing,	dear	friends:	With	the	Lord	a	day	is	like	a	thousand	
years,	and	a	thousand	years	are	like	a	day.	9	The	Lord	is	not	slow	in	keeping	his	
promise,	as	some	understand	slowness.	Instead	he	is	patient	with	you,	not	wanting	
anyone	to	perish,	but	everyone	to	come	to	repentance.	
	
We	need	to	realize	that	the	fact	that	Christ	has	not	returned	yet	is	enabling	us	with	
more	time	to	work	and	labor	so	others	can	hear	about	Him	and	trust	in	Him	because	
God	does	not	want	anyone	to	perish.			
	
Realize	also	that	as	we	serve	and	sacrifice	and	people	enter	into	a	relationship	with	the	
Lord	due	to	the	ministry	we	are	part	of,	we	will	have	great	joy	and	glory	with	the	Lord	
at	his	return	over	those	who	have	been	saved	through	that	ministry.			
	
Listen	to	what	Paul	says	in	the	next	chapter	in		
Slide	
1	Thessalonians	2:19-20	-	For	what	is	our	hope,	our	joy,	or	the	crown	in	which	we	will	
glory	in	the	presence	of	our	Lord	Jesus	when	he	comes?	Is	it	not	you?	20	Indeed,	you	are	
our	glory	and	joy.		
	
Paul,	in	keeping	his	focus	on	Christ’s	return,	is	sharing	the	gospel	and	teaching	and	
ministering,	and	knows	that	the	work	and	labor	will	lead	to	great	joy	when	his	hope	of	
Jesus’	coming	is	fulfilled.	
	
Keep	your	eyes	upon	Him.		Let	your	hope	endure	as	you	wait	for	his	coming,	because	
he	is	coming	again.	
	
If	I	have	a	hope	that	keeps	looking	to	Jesus’	return	knowing	that	He	is	coming	and	He	
has	His	reward	with	Him,	I	am	strengthened	to	continue	on,	even	when	it	is	laborious,	
even	in	the	midst	of	suffering,	because	I	want	to	be	found	faithful	when	he	comes	and	I	
know	He	is	coming.			
	
I	want	to	hear	my	Lord	say	to	me	on	that	day	“Well	done	good	and	faithful	servant.”	
	
That	is	what	keeps	me	going	when	ministry	and	life	and	people	beat	me	down.	
	
Jesus	came	once	and	defeated	death	and	He	has	promised	that	He	is	coming	back.		That	is	
our	hope	that	we	must	continue	to	look	to	if	ware	are	going	to	be	able	to	live	a	godly	life		
	
	
	
	

Right belief and focus on Jesus’ First and Second coming produce …
A Hope that Endures

2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-9
Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 

scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this 
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as 

it has since the beginning of creation… 8 But do not forget this one thing, 
dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone 

to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

Right belief and focus on Jesus’ First and Second coming produce …
A Hope that Endures

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20
For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will 

glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? 
Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 
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Conclusion	
Slide	
Perhaps	as	you	have	heard	this	message,	you	have	recognized	that	you	have	never	
completely	understood	what	it	means	to	be	a	Christian,	you	have	never	really	put	your	
trust	and	belief	in	Jesus	Christ,	recognizing	that	God	the	Son	came	in	the	flesh	and	lived	
and	died	for	your	sins	and	rose	again	from	the	dead	so	that	you	might	have	eternal	life.		
The	Bible	tells	us	that	we	should	confess	that	belief	with	our	mouth		
	
Romans	10:9	-	That	if	you	confess	with	your	mouth,	"Jesus	is	Lord,"	and	believe	in	your	
heart	that	God	raised	him	from	the	dead,	you	will	be	saved.		
	
I	am	going	to	give	you	an	opportunity	to	do	that	today,	so	you	can	be	building	a	godly	
life	on	the	foundation	of	Jesus	Christ	and	His	gospel	and	you	can	live	that	godly	life	as	
you	look	for	his	second	coming.	
	
Maybe	you	have	trusted	in	Jesus	but	you	have	not	been	keeping	your	focus	on	His	
coming	and	it	has	affected	your	living	for	Him,	then	I	want	to	encourage	you	to		

lift	your	head,		
keep	your	eyes	upon	Him	who	is	coming	back	and		
let	your	faith	work,		
let	your	love	labor	and		
let	your	hope	endure.	
	

I	want	to	close	with	a	section	of	Paul’s	letter	to	Timothy	in	which	he	encourages	Timothy	
in	his	specific	ministry,	but	could	be	applied	to	each	one	of	us	in	our	own	ministry.	
2	Timothy	3:12,	14,	4:1-2,	5	
Slide	
everyone	who	wants	to	live	a	godly	life	in	Christ	Jesus	will	be	persecuted…	14	But	as	for	
you,	continue	in	what	you	have	learned	and	have	become	convinced	of…	
4:1	In	the	presence	of	God	and	of	Christ	Jesus,	who	will	judge	the	living	and	the	dead,	and	
in	view	of	his	appearing	and	his	kingdom,	I	give	you	this	charge:2	Preach	the	word;	be	
prepared	in	season	and	out	of	season;	correct,	rebuke	and	encourage—with	great	
patience	and	careful	instruction….	5	keep	your	head	in	all	situations,	endure	hardship,	do	
the	work	of	an	evangelist,	discharge	all	the	duties	of	your	ministry.	
	
Paul	is	basically	saying,	“In	view	of	his	appearing	and	kingdom,	work	and	labor	in	your	
ministry	as	you	continue	in	the	hope	of	Jesus’	return.”		And	then	he	continues	in	
2	Timothy	4:6-8	
Slide	
6	For	I	am	already	being	poured	out	like	a	drink	offering,	and	the	time	for	my	departure	is	
near.	7	I	have	fought	the	good	fight,	I	have	finished	the	race,	I	have	kept	the	faith.8	Now	there	
is	in	store	for	me	the	crown	of	righteousness,	which	the	Lord,	the	righteous	Judge,	will	award	
to	me	on	that	day—and	not	only	to	me,	but	also	to	all	who	have	longed	for	his	appearing.	
	
I	pray	that	you	are	longing	for	His	appearing	and	that	it	remains	a	focus	for	you	as	you	
work	and	labor	in	the	kingdom.		If	we	are	going	to	live	godly	and	fulfilled	lives	here,	then	
we	have	got	to	live	with	a	view	to	the	future	with	Christ’s	return.	
	
Let’s	pray	

2 Timothy 3:12, 14, 4:1-2, 5
...everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted… 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have become convinced of…4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ 

Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the 

word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction…. 5 keep your 
head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist,

discharge all the duties of your ministry.

2 Timothy 4:6-8
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, 

and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to 
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.


