
 

The Joy of Christmas and the Hope of a New Year 

“But the angel said to them, ’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the peo-

ple. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.’” (Luke 2:10-11, NIV).  

We have been waiting . . . and preparing . . . for weeks  . . .  And how wonderful that just in time for our cel-

ebration of Jesus’ birth, we also hear the “good news” of the first vaccine shorts being administered and 

plans for wider distribution continue to be made!  We are looking forward with hope to 2021 for a faith-filled 

year full of opportunities for us to live out our mission of: connecting Christ’s community by building rela-

tionships among all people, fulfilling the call of the gospel of Jesus Christ through caring, nurturing and 

supporting one another according to each one’s needs by sharing God’s love and grace through acts of 

service while growing in faith through lifelong learning.  

To say we have had to do ministry differently this past year would be an understatement. We have needed 

to be flexible in our ability to gather together for worship or in our small groups, but that has not stopped us. 

In fact, the church in many ways has been unleashed! Our online worship services have been shared and 

have reached far beyond the “walls” of our church. A renewed emphasis on “staying connected to one an-

other” was begun.  We are excited to see that continue into the new year! 

Please take the time to look through these pages and do not hesitate to reach out with questions.  The 

website provides even more information and is updated regularly.  “Like” and follow St. John on Facebook 

to stay up-to-date on what’s going on in your church family.  And if you aren’t receiving our Friday E-News 

(email newsletter), be sure to sign up (through our website or  Facebook page—or call the church office 

and ask to be added). 

May you have a blessed  
Christmas celebration  

and a new year filled with hope! 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 

 

WORSHIP 
Watch our Website &  

Facebook page for schedule 
 

For Information  
 Online:  www.stjohncf.org 
 Call the office: 319-268-0165 
 Follow us on Facebook:  stjohncf 



 

PRESCHOOL & CHILDCARE CENTER 

St. John offers a high quality Christian education for children ages 3-5. Visit the preschool/childcare page on 

our website (www.stjohncf.org) for more information or attend our upcoming Open House event. 

Registration for 2020-2021 begins in January!  
Contact Kathy Thompson, Director, (KathyThompson@stjohncf.org or 319.268.0165)  

 to be added to the Interest list and receive registration information! 
 

Childcare is provided Monday-Friday from 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Childcare activities complement the preschool 

classes and encourage exploration, experimentation and play. Rest time is also part of each afternoon to pro-

vide a break from all the fun and busyness of the day. A nutritional breakfast, lunch, and snacks are provided. 

CHILDREN (3yr-6th gr)      

Sunday School+ Sundays, 9:30-10:30am.   

Class resumes January 10. 

FAITH FORMATION & LIFELONG LEARNING 

 YOUTH (7th-12th gr) 

Confirmation (7th, 8th & 9th gr) +  

Sundays, 10:45-12pm.  Class resumes January 10 

Three Tough Talks is an online event being spon-
sored by UNI/Three House for Jr. & Sr. High stu-
dents.  The final 2 ses-
sions are:   

 Faith and Mental 
Health: Sunday, 
January 31st— 
7PM 

 Faith and Poverty: 
Sunday, March 
21st- 7PM 

Volunteers are needed  . . .  

 To teach Sunday School on a weekly basis 

or as a substitute 

 To lead a Confirmation Small Group 

 To serve on a Vacation Bible School Team  

 (Looking ahead to 2021-2022 school year) 

To continue supporting & doing these things 



 

 

 
  

WANT TO LEARN MORE? Facebook:  STJOHNCF 
Website:  www.stjohncf.org 

FAITH FORMATION & LIFELONG LEARNING:  ADULTS 

“Sabbath” ZOOM Book Study 

+ Join Pastor Brian and others 

from SJLC for a Zoom book 

study this January and Febru-

ary, online at 7pm each 

Wednesday (Jan 13 - Feb 24) 

to discuss and pray.  Given the 

past year and the annual inten-

sity of the holiday season, our 

book study will be about God's 

gift of rest and renewal.  Pick up 

the book “Sabbath” (TJ's on 

Waterloo Rd. is able to order it 

for $11) and let us know you're intending to join in so 

you receive the ZOOM details.   

Millennia ago, the tradition of Sabbath created an oa-

sis of sacred time within a life of unceasing labor. 

Now, in a book that heal our harried lives, Wayne 

Muller, author of the spiritual classis How, Then, 

Shall We Live?, shows us how to create a special 

time of rest, delight, and renewal-a refuge for our 

souls. We need not even schedule an entire day 

each week.  Sabbath time can be a Sabbath after-

noon, a Sabbath hour, a Sabbath walk.  With won-

derful stories, poems and suggestion for practice, 

Muller teaches us how we can use this time of sacred 

rest to refresh our bodies and minds, restore our cre-

ativity and regain our birthright of inner happiness. 

 

 

St. John  Groups Listing + We are so blessed with 

a multitude of ways to stay connected with one an-

other . . . And sometimes our listing of that infor-

mation needs to be updated. Steve Ferguson is put-

ting together a comprehensive, up-to-date list of the 

various small groups that are a part of St. John.  

 This includes groups that meet for bible study, 

book study, devotional, service, support, exer-

cise, sewing, knitting,  — whether a group for 

men, women, youth or mixed — and regardless 

of the frequency the group meets, we want to be 

reminded of it.   

 Examples: Women’s Tuesday morning book 

study, Men’s Thirsty Thursday morning Bible 

study, Visitation Team, Cancer Support Group.   

Please send the name of the group, contact person/

contact info and (if willing), a short explanation of 

what the group is about and if the group is open to 

new participants.   Contact Steve  

(steve@stjohncf.org or 319-239-8713). 

 

Bible Study Fellowship + BSF is open for new 

participants any time during the year.  Recently, a 

decision was made to finish out the year on-line 

(ending in May).  Currently, we have 6 St John wom-

en participating along with over 130 women from the 

CF/W’loo and surrounding areas .  The yearlong 

Genesis study reconvenes January 6th and 7th with 

Genesis—Abraham and Isaac's Birth. The on-line 

small group weekly studies are available on Wednes-

days and Thursdays.  Along with the small group dis-

cussion,  there is a 30 minute lecture and printed 

notes from BSF theologian experts to enjoy on your 

own.   The cost is free, but donations are encouraged 

to help cover administrative costs.   Go to BSFInter-

national.org and look for Cedar Falls Women's Day 

group to get registered.  From there, you will be con-

tacted to complete details of the small group times 

available and access to lecture and printed notes/

study questions.  Have questions? Contact Rose Lo-

renz (319-404-2125 or rlorenz@cfu.net). 

Do you have unanswered questions or doubts? Want 

to grow your faith? Have a topic but need help with 

setting up a Bible or book discussion group? Regular-

ly studying His word and being in company with other 

Christians sets a foundation for us to grow in our rela-

tionship with Him.  Our FFLL team wants to hear from 

you... to know your interest and help you implement 

coming together with others to grow in faith.   

P.S. Would you consider being a group facilita-

tor?    Contact our FFLL team at FFLL@stjohncf.org. 

Thank for sharing and expressing your interest!!   

mailto:steve@stjohncf.org
BSFInternational.org
BSFInternational.org
mailto:rlorenz@cfu.net
mailto:FFLL@stjohncf.org


 

 

 

  

 

 

Give Back Glasses:  Donate your old/unused eye-

glasses & readers to be put into the Lions Club col-

lection bin in the atrium by dropping them off at the 

church office during the week (or on Sundays when 

in-person).  Donations are shared across the globe! 

Northeast Iowa Food Bank:   Donations of food are 

collected by the main level elevator year-round. Help 

restock shelves at the food bank individually or with 

family/friends.  

northeastiowafoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer/ 

Prayer Shawls:  Handstitched with prayers, these 

shawls are available to anyone that needs to be sur-

rounded with the care of Christ’s love.   

Habitat for Humanity ReStore Volunteer Opp:  

Help staff the Habitat ReStore the first Saturday of 

each month from 9am - Noon (starts again in Febru-

ary). Proper safeguards for COVID are in place. The 

job entails helping with receiving merchandise and 

moving some items to the floor and occasionally car-

rying items out to peoples vehicle.   Must sign up us-

ing their online volunteer link:   

iowaheartlandhabitatforhumanity.volunteerlocal.com/ 

  

HOSPITALITY & CONG CARE SERVING & DISCIPLESHIP 
Visitation Ministry + SJLC in growing our list 

of volunteers willing to visit someone on behalf of 

their church family.  Training is provided! Contact 

Steve Ferguson (steve@stjohncf.org or 268-

0165). 

Card Ministry + Who doesn’t love mail? If you 

would be interested in sending cards to others 

for special events — birthday, grief, anniversary, 

Christmas, etc.  — join the card ministry team!  

Contact Kelly Turner (319-415-0026 or 

kelly.turner92@yahoo.com). 

  

 

At St. John, we believe 

that prayer is an im-

portant way we can 

support each other. If 

you would like to join the Prayer Team, contact 

the church office.  A text message will be 

sent to your phone when a prayer request is 

made.  The team is set up this way to ensure all 

team members receive identical requests.   

Will you or a family member be hospitalized 

or having surgery? Due to the federal privacy 

rules, we won't know unless you tell us or indi-

cate to hospital staff that you’d like St. John to be 

notified!  

Keeping Informed 

We all yearn to be connected with one another. We have a variety of ways for you to find 

out what’s happening at SJLC . . .  

The Friday ENews is meant to help keep you informed about upcoming activities through 

quick graphics and text. To be added to this list, sign up through the EMAIL SIGNUP link 

on the left side of the Facebook page or contact the church of-

fice.    

The website is full of the latest news on what’s happening around SJLC! Get de-

tails— don’t forget to add upcoming events to your calendar!, listen to sermons you 

missed, and more! www.stjohncf.org  

 

Find us on Facebook!  

St. John Lutheran Church  

northeastiowafoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer/
iowaheartlandhabitatforhumanity.volunteerlocal.com/
mailto:steve@stjohncf.org
mailto:kelly.turner92@yahoo.com
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Financially Speaking: Year End 

St John just received great news this Christmas Season. Our application for forgiveness of the Payroll Protection 
Loan received back in April was officially approved granting the church the knowledge that we can finalize our 
plans of using these funds as financial assistance for the pandemic.  

Unfortunately the net results for November continue to be negative for both the church finances and the PCC fi-
nances. Also the now approved short term cushion provided from the PPP Loan is almost depleted.  The pan-
demic continues to put strain on our St John Family. 

Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to respond in support of the financial needs of the mission and 
ministry of our church.  Whether it’s a special gift, catching up your intended gifts for the year, or maintaining your 
current level of financial giving – your support, no matter the size, will help when combined with gifts from others 
to support our purpose of Joyfully taking God’s love into the world! 

Blessings, love and peace to you this Christmas, 
Todd Parsons, Church Treasurer

 

To assure that all contributions are properly recorded for tax purposes, please review the following guid-

ance as you consider your year-end gift: 

Cash/Checks + Gifts must be physically received at the church by December 31, or postmarked by that 

date, to be reported as 2020 contributions on your giving statement. Gifts dropped off at our office or postmarked 

after December 31 must be reported as 2021 contributions. 

Gifts Online + For gifts made online through our website, stjohncf.org/give, you should allow at least a 2-

day processing time if it is important for your gift to be reported as a contribution in 2020.  

Gifts of Securities (Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds) + There are tax advantages available for a charitable 

donation of securities that can be beneficial for some as they plan their taxes at year-end. Please notify Patricia 

Harkin, our Financial Assistant (finance@stjohncf.org), your intent to give in this way. 

Charitable IRA Rollover + If you are 70 1/2 or older, please consider an IRA charitable rollover gift if you 

not yet taken your required minimum distribution. Since situations vary, we encourage you to consult your tax or 

financial advisor regarding retirement account gifts.  Please notify Patricia Harkin, our Financial Assistant 

(finance@stjohncf.org), your intent to give in this way. 

stjohncf.org/give


 

St. John Lutheran Church                         715 College St. Cedar Falls, IA 50613                                              319-268-0165  

office@stjohncf.org                                                                                                                                                 stjohncf.org 

Ministry & Resource Teams 
In May 2019, St. John transitioned to a congregation-led organizational model utilizing four ministry teams and 

four resource teams.  We are SO thankful to our members who stepped up to join these teams and especially for 

those willing to serve as our Team Facilitators alongside our Council Liaisons.  St. John encourages everyone to 

be engaged in the activities of our church family. Our Ministry & Resource Teams are composed of individuals 

from a broad range of age and ministry experiences connected by a common passion for the work of that specific 

team.  You are encouraged to prayerfully consider how you might serve as a part of one of these teams and sup-

port the continuation of the important work being done by them! 

Worship & Celebration Team:  This team assists in planning our worship services and coordinates the 

many volunteers who serve on Sundays. Would you be willing to serve as a leader for any of these worship vol-

unteer groups?  Would you like to serve Communion, read scripture, sing or play an instrument, or run the AV 

equipment?   Facilitator:  Nick Mixdorf (namixdorf@gmail.com, 319-360-2736). 

Hospitality & Congregation Care Team:  This team plans and carries out fellowship events for the congre-

gation, assists with spiritual care programs, and coordinates the hospitality volunteers for worship (ushers, greet-

ers, Welcome Center, donuts).  This group also evaluates the ways our church welcomes visitors and integrates 

new members.  Are you interested in improving our church’s hospitality or how we care for one another?  

Facilitator:  Robin Abraham (rkzabraham@gmail.com, 319-231-5466). 

Faith Formation & Lifelong Learning Team:  This team is dedicated to making a difference in the faith 

journeys of everyone (children, youth and adults) through educational opportunities/programs and events. If this 

is one of your passions, consider joining the team.  Facilitator:  Rose Lorenz (rlorenz@cfu.net, 319-404-2125). 

Serving & Discipleship Team:  This team works on service projects that bring change to our community and the 

larger world. If you want to encourage a servant heart in others, join this team. Facilitator:  to be filled.   

Council Liaison to contact:  Gordie Sorensen (twinpower.gordie@gmail.com; 319-269-1164).  

Financial Resource Team:  This team encourages generous giving of time, talent, and treasure on behalf of the 

congregation, and it organizes and executes the annual stewardship campaign. If you are interested in the finan-

cial health of the church, consider joining this team.  Facilitator:  to be filled.  

Council Liaison to contact:  tparsons@cfu.net; 319-961-3435. 

Property Resource Team: The Property Resource Team oversees the church building and grounds, keep-

ing track of needed maintenance and overseeing improvements. If you are interested in preserving the beauty 

and functionality of our physical space, this team is for you.   

Facilitator:  Larry Prohaska (larry.prohaska@cetekinc.com, 319-290-3910). 

Human Resource Team: The HR Team serves as a resource for staff and council in matters relating to 

employment at the church. If you have experience or interest in human resources, please consider serving on this 

team.  Facilitator:  Beth Sulentic (mbsulentic@cfu.net, 319-296-6974). 

Technology & Communications  Resource Team :  This team provides advice and technical expertise to staff 

and ministry/resource teams about technology as well as advertising through multiple media forms.  Do you like 

computers, servers, networks, web hosting, creating graphics, media ads, and more? This team may be a good 

fit for you.  Facilitator:  Adam Puls (adampuls@gmail.com, 319-610-6627). 


