
 
Spring is here and it is the season of Easter. This is a great time of the 

year as the landscape is coming alive again with all of the signs of new 

life. It is also a great reminder of the new things that God is doing in our 

lives and at St John. There are many ways for each of us to be involved:  

 One of the main things that people say about St John is that “it feels 

like family”. How we live out our lives together as a congregation in 

community is one of the ways that we can respond to the Easter 

message by “joyfully taking God’s love into the world!”  We connect 

Christ’s community by building relationships among all people every 

time we gather — and we gather for lots of reasons!  

 Each week we gather together at worship as a community to give 

thanks and praise to God, offer our prayers and gifts, and allow the 

Word to inspire and send us into the world.  

 We invite you to be a part of a small group, join in one of the studies 

we offer throughout the year, and to read/study the scripture on your 

own. There are lots of opportunities for us to fulfill the call of the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ through caring, nurturing and supporting one an-

other . . . While growing in faith through lifelong learning! 

 Each of us has been given gifts that can be shared to help according 

to each one’s needs by sharing God’s love and grace through acts of 

service. Financial support, offering your time and talents, serving in 

ministry, and reaching out through one of our ministry partners are all 

ways we can share our gifts.  

Throughout these pages are many opportunities for each of us to be ac-

tive in the life of St John as we live out our purpose of “joyfully taking 

God’s love into the world”  — together! Consider this YOUR invitation to 

take part in one or more of the opportunities offered here at St. John. 

 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 

 

For Information  
 Online:  www.stjohncf.org 
 Call the office: 319-268-0165 
 Follow us on Facebook:  stjohncf 

Welcome to ALL!                 
Please let us know any questions 

you may have or anything we can 

do for you.  Our volunteers are 

ready to help!   

RESTROOMS are located on the 

main level near the Sanctuary. 

CHILDREN are welcome in wor-

ship.  Our nursery is located near 

the F&LC and available for you 

to use with infants/toddlers un-

der age 3.  

Sign up for the Friday ENEWS 

weekly email through the website . 

PRAYER SHAWLS AND PRAY-

ER BEARS are available from the 

rack in the atrium for you to take to 

offer peace to those in need. 

Worship Services are   

LIVE-STREAMED ON  

FACEBOOK    

8:30am & 10am—@stjohncf  

The 10am service is UPLOADED 

TO OUR WEBSITE following the 

service.  OR watch on Wednes-

days, 6pm  or Sundays, 7:30am 

(replay previous week)— CFU 

Channel 18! 

WIFI:  connectcaresharegrow 

Submit a prayer  

request through 

this QR code: 



FINANCIALLY SPEAKING 

Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to respond in support of the financial needs of the mission and 

ministry of our church.  Whether it’s a special gift, catching up your intended gifts for the year, or maintaining your 

current level of financial giving – your support, no matter the size, will help when combined with gifts from others to 

support our purpose of Joyfully taking God’s love into the world! 

There are several easy ways to give. You may give online by clicking on the GIVE page of our website 

(www.stjohncf.org/give), give through the St. John church app, place your gift in the offering buckets at the doors 

before/after worship, or mail a check to the church.   

The Annual Meeting will be IN-PERSON following the 10am worship service in the Faith & Life 

Center.  It include reports on church finances, the Endowment Fund, and elections of new of-

ficers. All confirmed members of St. John are eligible to vote and encouraged to attend.   

Budget Hearings + Sunday, April 24— 9:30am in the Sanctuary and 11:00am in the church library. An 

opportunity to ask questions about the proposed budget prior to the Annual Meeting   The intended Fireside 

Chat was delayed due to unforeseen circumstances but the submitted questions will be answered at the Budg-

et Hearing. 

https://www.stjohncf.org/give


 

Young at Heart (55+ group)  

Contact:  Joan Baumgartner (mjoanb@cfu.net or  

319-277-2634).  The Young @ Heart group is taking 

our spring trip on Thursday April 28, 2022, to Music 

Man Square in Mason City.  The $10.00 admission 

fee, (payable @ the door), includes a self-guided tour 

to the MMSq, (interactive museum), a gift shop and ice 

cream parlor.  It also includes a guided tour of Mere-

dith’s home which is just a few steps from the 

Square.   It is handicapped accessible to enter 1st floor 

but only has a set of stairs to the 2nd floor.   The square 

itself is all on one level.  We will eat @ The Village 

Court Family Restaurant (pay your own), before visit-

ing the Square.  We will carpool from church, leaving 

@ 9:30 am.  All those age 55 years & older are invited 

to share in the fun!  Sign up @ the Welcome Desk by 

Sunday, April 24th. 

NewAldaya Monthly Gathering and  

Western Home Monthly Gathering   

Contact Steve Ferguson (steve@stjohncf.org)  

St. John hosts a monthly gathering at both NewAldaya 

and the Western Home for our St. John friends to gath-

er together and share in prayer, communion & a time 

of fellowship.  Everyone is welcome!   

 We meet at the Western Home on the 3rd Thurs-

day of every month in the WINDRIDGE West 

Lounge, beginning at 2pm. 

 We meet at NewAldaya on the fourth Thursday of 

the month at 2pm in the 2nd floor New Arbor 

Lounge. 

Walking Wednesdays 

Contact Pastor Brian (pastorbrian@stjohncf.org) 

Walking Wednesdays returns April 20--May 25 (for 6 

weeks), 7am at the south parking lot of Big Woods 

Lake.  Come, saunter, chat and pray.  No agenda and 

no experience or particular ability necessary. 

St John’s COED Softball Games 

Contact Cory Levendusky (319-230-1466) or Josh Bor-

wick (319-415-3518). 

All those 16 & older are welcome to play on this “no 

strikeouts/everyone plays” team.  Thursdays, May 19 -

July at Washington Park, CF (535 E 9th St.)  Contact 

Cory or Josh to be added to our team roster! 

Thirsty Thursday Men  

Contact Steve Ferguson (steve@stjohncf.org)  

Thursdays, 7:30am.  A very fluid group, the members 

at the table change but the spirit and fellowship of this 

bible study group remains constant.   

Ladies Bible Study  

9am Contact: Arleen Burkhardt (jburkhardt@cfu.net) 

7pm Contact: Sandy Livingston (sandral@cfu.net) 

First Tuesday of the month, 9am or 7pm.  Both groups 

use the “Gather” ELCA magazine to guide discussion.  

Bible Study Fellowship  

Contact Rose Lorenz ( rlorenz@cfu.net). 

BSF has a wonderful study planned to begin in Fall 

2022.  Good and evil kings. Passionate prophets. 

Prophecies that shape our modern age.  People of the 

Promise: Kingdom Divided will unpack a fascinating 

period in Israel’s history across 15 books, from its split 

into two nations, through dozens of kings and prophets 

and ultimately to the heartbreaking exile into Babylon. 

 Jesus loved the Old Testament. And you will too. 

Explore 15 of the books Jesus deeply loved in commu-

nity, discussing questions around the goodness of God 

amidst calamity, mercy, ultimate allegiance, judgment, 

and salvation. Join others in finding answers and how 

they apply to modern life. 

Go to BSFInternational.org and look for Cedar Falls 

Women's Day group to get registered.    

 

Do you have a topic but need help with setting up a 

Bible or book discussion group? Regularly studying 

God’s word and being in company with other Chris-

tians sets a foundation for us to grow in our relation-

ship with God.  Our FFLL team wants to hear from 

you... to know your interest and help you implement 

coming together with others to grow in faith.   

FAITH FORMATION & LIFELONG LEARNING: ADULTS 

mailto:mjoanb@cfu.net
mailto:steve@stjohncf.org?subject=Thirsty%20Thursday%20Men
mailto:steve@stjohncf.org?subject=Thirsty%20Thursday%20Men
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BSFInternational.org


 

 

 
  

WANT TO LEARN MORE? Facebook:  STJOHNCF 
Website:  www.stjohncf.org 

FAITH FORMATION & LIFELONG LEARNING 

CHILDREN (3yr-6th gr)      

Sunday School + Sundays, 9:45-10:30am.   

Contact:  Marty Postel (Marty@stjohncf.org) 

This timing of Sunday School allows families to 

participate in either the Sanctuary service or the 

F&LC service.  Children whose families worship at 

8:30 are welcome to depart at the conclusion of 

Sunday School.   Sunday School children & lead-

ers join the Faith & Life Center service to partici-

pate in the parts of worship following the Children's 

Sermon.   

Kindergarten Bible Milestone +  Kindergarten-

ers & their parents are invited to a Kindergarten 

Learning Time from 9:30-10:25 on Sundays, May 1 

and May 15 in the Fellowship Hall.  The Kindergar-

ten Bible Milestone introduces families to their 

child’s bible, prayer, and the spreading of God’s 

word. Adults, please attend these events with your 

kindergartners. *Kindergartners will be presented 

their bibles on Sunday, April 24 in place of the 

Children’s Sermon. 

 YOUTH (7th-12th gr) 

Confirmation + Sundays, 11:15-12:30pm.   

Contact:  Marty Postel (Marty@stjohncf.org) 

7th, 8th & 9th grade students gather for Confirmation 

large group before breaking out into smaller groups for 

in-depth discussion of the Colaborate focus of the day. 

Youth Group Night  

Contact:  Marty Postel (Marty@stjohncf.org) 

Gathering the 1st & 3rd Wednesday night of each 

month.  Upcoming events are DomeBall (4/20), Star 

Wars Movie Night (5/4), 9-Square & Bags (5/18) and 

lots more planned for the summer! Contact Marty to 

be added to the GroupMe distribution list for future 

events.  

Graduation Milestone / Scholarship Recognition 

Contact:  Marty Postel (Marty@stjohncf.org) 

As part of our worship services on May 29, we will 

have our Graduation Milestone and recognize the re-

cipients of the Endowment Fund scholarships.  All 

High School Graduating Seniors, Scholarship Recipi-

ents, and their families are invited to share in the cele-

bration (whether in-person or via livestream). Graduat-

ing H.S. Seniors will be contacted to submit a picture 

and to fill out an info sheet. 

 

EWALU Summer Camp +  Enroll in summer camp 

by end of the day Monday, April 18, to get a $20 Ear-

ly Discount on week-long programs, or $10 off on 

shorter (or non-overnight) programs. Camp Ewalu is 

supported by ELCA churches in Eastern Iowa and is 

located near Strawberry Point. It offers a wide variety 

of programs for grades 1 to 12, plus Family Camp 

and Grandparent Camp. 

To find the right program 

for your family this year, go 

to http://ewalu.org/summer

-camp/. Your summer ad-

venture awaits!  
SAVE THE DATES:   

July 11-15 (M-Th, 9-11:30am & Fri, 11:30am-12:30) 

mailto:Marty@stjohncf.org
mailto:Marty@stjohncf.org
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mailto:Marty@stjohncf.org
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=a25cfd8118&e=1fb3be4dd8
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=a25cfd8118&e=1fb3be4dd8


 

 

 

 

 

Linen Ministry: Our newest ministry provides cli-

ents referred to SJLC (by Love Inc) with new sheets, 

comforters and/or towels.  Donations of linens or 

funds to purchase them are needed to replenish our 

supplies.  Contact Janelle Smeins 

(smeins.family@cfu.net or 319-277-8910). 

Give Back Glasses:  Donate your old/unused eye-

glasses & readers into the Lions Club collection bin in 

the atrium.  Donations are shared across the globe! 

Northeast Iowa Food Bank:   Donations of food are 

collected by the main level elevator year-round. Help 

restock shelves at the food bank individually or with 

family/friends.  

northeastiowafoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer/ 

Prayer Shawls:  Handstitched with prayers, these 

shawls are available to anyone that needs to be sur-

rounded with the care of Christ’s love.   

Cancer Support Group:  Second Sunday or Mon-

day of the month—date & time varies to fit group 

needs. You are not alone - Join with others in this 

group which connects people from throughout the 

Cedar Valley with educational materials, special 

guest speakers and opportunities to share stories, 

hopes and fears about our cancer experiences.   

Contact:  Carol Menefee (Menefee.family@cfu.net or 

319-610-3250). 

HOSPITALITY & CONG CARE SERVING & DISCIPLESHIP 
Visitation Ministry + SJLC in growing our list 

of volunteers willing to visit someone on behalf of 

their church family.  Training is provided!  

Contact Steve Ferguson (steve@stjohncf.org or 

268-0165). 

Card Ministry + Who doesn’t love mail? If you 

would be interested in sending cards to others 

for special events — birthday, grief, anniversary, 

Christmas, etc.  — join the card ministry team!  

Contact Kelly Turner (319-415-0026 or 

kelly.turner92@yahoo.com). 

  

 

At St. John, we believe 

that prayer is an im-

portant way we can 

support each other. If 

you would like to join the Prayer Team, contact 

the church office.  A text message will be 

sent to your phone when a prayer request is 

made.  The team is set up this way to ensure all 

team members receive identical requests.   

Will you or a family member be hospitalized 

or having surgery? Due to the federal privacy 

rules, we won't know unless you tell us or indi-

cate to hospital staff that you’d like St. John to be 

notified!  

KEEPING INFORMED 

We all yearn to be connected with one another. We have a variety of ways for you to 

find out what’s happening at SJLC . . .  

The Friday ENews is meant to help keep you informed about upcoming activities 

through quick graphics and text. To be added to this list, sign up through the EMAIL 

SIGNUP link on the left side of the Facebook page or contact the church office.    

 

The website is full of the latest news on what’s happening around SJLC! Get details, 

check out the calendar, read the Happenings  or Council minutes, participate in wor-

ship from home, and more! www.stjohncf.org  

 

Find us on Facebook!   St. John Lutheran Church  Through Facebook, you 

can participate in worship from home with our online faith community and keep up 

–to-date on the most current news from your church family and upcoming events. 
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MINISTRY & RESOURCE TEAMS 
Our Ministry & Resource Teams are composed of individuals from a broad range of age and ministry experiences 

connected by a common passion for the work of that specific team.  We are SO thankful to our members who 

stepped up to join these leadership teams and the individual teams that fall under these leadership teams.  St. 

John encourages everyone to be engaged in the activities of our church family. You are encouraged to prayerfully 

consider how you might serve as a part of one of these teams—either with your leadership or as part of one of 

their activities — and support the continuation of the important work being done by them! 

Worship & Celebration Team:  This team assists in planning our worship services and coordinates the 

many volunteers who serve on Sundays. Would you be willing to serve as a leader or be part of a team for any of 

the worship volunteer groups?  Would you like to serve communion, read scripture, usher, or sing or play an in-

strument?   Facilitator: Brenda Truelsen (brendatruelsen@gmail.com, 319-290-4867). 

Hospitality & Congregation Care Team:  This team plans and carries out fellowship events for the congre-

gation, assists with spiritual care programs, and coordinates the hospitality volunteers for worship (Greeters, Wel-

come Center, donuts).  This group also evaluates the ways our church welcomes visitors and integrates new 

members.  Are you interested in improving our church’s hospitality or how we care for one another?  

Facilitator:  Robin Abraham (rkzabraham@gmail.com, 319-277-4567). 

Faith Formation & Lifelong Learning Team:  This team is dedicated to making a difference in the faith 

journeys of everyone (children, youth and adults) through educational opportunities/programs and events. If this 

is one of your passions, consider joining the team.  Facilitator:  Rose Lorenz (rlorenz@cfu.net, 319-404-2125). 

Serving & Discipleship Team:  This team works on service projects that bring change to our community and the 

larger world. If you want to encourage a servant heart in others, join this team. Facilitator:  to be filled.   

Council Liaison to contact:  Gordie Sorensen (twinpower.gordie@gmail.com; 319-269-1164).  

Financial Resource Team:  This team encourages generous giving of time, talent, and treasure on behalf of the 

congregation, and it organizes and executes the annual stewardship campaign. If you are interested in the finan-

cial health of the church, consider joining this team.   

Facilitator:  Jim Langel (jiml@brummelmadsen.com; 319-230-3920). 

Property Resource Team: The Property Resource Team oversees the church building and grounds, keep-

ing track of needed maintenance and overseeing improvements. If you are interested in preserving the beauty 

and functionality of our physical space, this team is for you.   

Facilitator:  Larry Prohaska (larry.prohaska@cetekinc.com, 319-290-3910). 

Human Resource Team: The HR Team serves as a resource for staff and council in matters relating to 

employment at the church. If you have experience or interest in human resources, please consider serving on this 

team.  Facilitator:  Jason Ebensberger (j.ebensberger@gmail.com; 319-240-3015). 

Technology & Communications  Resource Team :  This team provides advice and technical expertise to staff 

and ministry/resource teams about technology as well as advertising through multiple media forms.  Do you like 

computers, servers, networks, web hosting, creating graphics, media ads, and more? This team may be a good 

fit for you.  Facilitator:  Adam Puls (adampuls@gmail.com, 319-610-6627). 
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Dear St. John Family, 

Thank you very much for the outpouring of love and sup-

port you've shown to our family these past weeks.  Your 

thoughtful words and generous gifts of love and food and 

memorials have been a source of encouragement for us 

as we grieve Natalie's Father's (Bob Julin) death.  Thank 

you for enabling us to be away from the building for a 

week and tend to all the work that is required and allow-

ing us space to process and be together.  We're making 

it, one day at a time, and will continue to be grateful for 

your love and for the enduring promise of God: in Christ, 

who has conquered death and the grave, we can be sure 

of new life and are held close in the loving embrace of 

God. 

Peace and power from Christ, 

     Pastor Brian and Natalie 

 

THANK YOU to these families for 
the gift of Easter flowers! 

The Sanctuary altar flowers are given in celebration of 
being blessed beyond measure by Jim & Arleen 
Burkhardt. 

The Faith & Life Center altar flowers are given in cele-
bration of Easter blessings by the Bartlett / Fowler / 
Straw families. 

In memory of loved ones & in celebration of our family 
by Fred & Robin Abraham 

In memory of Gary Baumgartner, Elsie Stamp and Jean 
Ann Cunningham by Joan Baumgartner 

In memory & honor of Ken & Marge Behrens’ wedding 
anniversary by Marge Behrens. 

In celebration of Easter blessings by Fred & Dee Bolhuis 

In honor of Eugene Bright by David, Marcia, Bonnie & 
Alison 

In celebration of another year of grace by Jim & Arleen 
Burkhardt 

In celebration of Easter blessings by the Denkinger fami-
ly 

In memory of her dad by Terry Halbach 

In celebration of family & friends by Linda & Dan Holm 

In memory of Charlotte Hesse by the Isley family. 

In memory of family members who have passed by 
Duane & Judy Judisch. 

In celebration of Jesus’ resurrection by Rose & Stan Lo-
renz. 

In celebration of family & friends by Jeremy & Mandi 
Loudermilk 

In memory of her husband, Erwin by Betty Oltmann 

In celebration of our Risen Savior by Tim & Lori Schnei-
der 

Family & friends by Lin & Joe Schutte 

In celebration of the Risen Lord by Gloria Spiegel 

In memory of Julie Routh by Ken & Jayne Weber 

In memory & honor of family and friends by Paul & 
Amanda Wehling  



WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
Sunday, April 17 EASTER 

6:30am SUNRISE SERVICE (Sanctuary) 

8:30am WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 

10am WORSHIP (F&LC) 

No Sunday School or Confirmation / Worship Together 
opportunity 

 

Monday, April 18 

9:30/1:30 PCC Children’s Church (Sanctuary) 

 

Tuesday, April 19 

9:30/1:30 PCC Children’s Church (Sanctuary) 

10am Ladies Bible Study 
6:30pm Livingston group (Library) 

7pm HRT Mtg (ZOOM) 

 
Wednesday, April 20 

5pm Communion & Worship Support Team (Lib) 

5:30pm  Handbell Rehearsal (Rm 312) 

6:30pm   Worship Band Rehearsal (F&LC) 

6:30pm Youth Group: DomeBall (F&LC) 

 

 

 

Thursday, April 21 

7am Church Council (Fireside Chapel) 

7:30am Thirsty Thursday Men Bible Study (Library) 

2pm Western Home/SJLC Gathering @ WH 

3pm Bible Study (Library) 

6:30pm Livingston group (Library) 

 

Saturday, April 23/24 

9th gr Confirmation Retreat @ EWALU 

 

Sunday, April 24 

Welcome New Members 

Stop in the atrium for a nametag 

8:30am WORSHIP (Sanctuary) 

9:30am Budget Hearing (Sanctuary) 

9:45am Sunday School 

10am WORSHIP (F&LC) w/ PCC kids singing during 
service 

11am Budget Hearing (Library) 

11am-12pm PCC Open House  

11:15am Confirmation 

 

St. John Staff 
Tim Bass…………………………Worship Tech, Part-time 

Jane Bentley-Gadow …………………..Kitchen, Part-time 

Chandar Boyle….10:00 Worship Team Leader, Part-time 

Steve Ferguson…...Pastoral Ministry Assistant, Part-time 

Bennett Gardner…………………Worship Tech, Part-time 

Nicole Green.…………………………….Pianist, Part-time 

Carter Guse …….10:00 Worship Team Leader, Part-time 

Terry Halbach………………Financial Assistant, Part-time 

Karl Haugen…………..………………Custodian, Part-time 

Jenny Hemesath………  Dir. Office Operations, Full-time 

Brian Julin-McCleary …..………..Senior Pastor, Full-time 

Sandy Livingston..……...Kitchen/Ministry Asst., Part-time 

Jim Miller…..…....10:00 Worship Team Leader, Part-time 

Phoenix Mohl.……………………Worship Tech, Part-time 

Holden Moser……………………Worship Tech, Part-time 

John Nocero …..….       Maintenance Manager, Part-time 

Steve Peters …..……………….. Music Minister, Part-time 

Marty Postel …...Children, Youth & YA Director, Part-time 

Kathy Thompson  …Dir. Preschool & Childcare, Full-time 

Tommy Truelsen ...9:30 Worship Team Leader, Part-time 

 

 

Church Council 
Curt Thoreson……………………..……...Gordie Sorensen 

Jen Hartman….. ……………...……………..Katy Clapham 

PJ Mills………………………………………..Todd Parsons 

Kelly Turner ……………………………………..Greg Nicoll 

Jim Dally …………………………………….. 

 

CONNECTING
CARING

SHARING GROWING

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are OVERDUE for a new Pictorial Directory . . . Plan-

ning is underway AND picture dates are scheduled for July 

& September!  The Directory helps us all during those “I 

know the face but not the name” moments.  Be watching for 

your opportunity to sign up to get your picture taken—

our directory won’t be the same without you in it! 


