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NINE QUESTIONS ABOUT GIVING 
 
Now that we all are fully aware of the reality of our financial situation, many people have asked 

questions about how we are supposed to support our church.  To answer some of those questions 

we have prepared the following question and answer piece.   

 

1. Why is our church in this position? 
 

The reality is attendance and giving has been decreasing over the last few years.  Each Church 

Council has made the best financial decisions they could in an effort to maintain the operations of St. 

John as well as the beautiful building we have.  As was pointed out on September 8th and 9th, we have 

enjoyed the generosity of some faithful members over the years and unfortunately many of those 

folks are no longer with us and as a result, St. John must do a better job of meeting our monthly 

obligations from the weekly gifts of the congregation. 

 

2. Is this just all about money? 
 

While the financial needs of our church are the immediate focus, this situation gives each of us an 

opportunity to consider our faith and explore the biblical principles of giving.  Each member and 

regular attender of St. John is encouraged to latch on to this time and truly consider the role faithful 

giving plays in our life and in our walk with God. 

 

3. What are the biblical principles about giving? 
 

According to Steve Diggs, there are three key principles of Godly giving. 

 

- God expects us to give from our first fruits (Proverbs 3:9,10) 

- Giving should be a joyful expression.  We have been given so we can give (2Cor. 9:6,7) 

- We should give as we have been given  (2 Cor 8: 2-5) 
 

Much has been written about giving but suffice it to say, it all boils down to the fact that God is truly 

the source of all we have been given and our gifts back to him, through supporting the church, honor 
his grace and his generosity.  Our giving should be based on love rather than a sense of obligation.   

 

Matthew 6:21 tells us that where our treasure is, that is where our hearts will be also.  Financially 

supporting our church opens a space for God to bless us and helps us keep our hearts properly 

focused on heavenly treasures rather than earthly treasures.  The causes we support financially are 

the causes we truly value. 

 

 
He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.  Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly, or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. ~ 2 Cor 9:6,7 
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4. What does “first fruits” mean? 
 

Proverbs 3:9,10 set out the concept of giving to God first, right off the top, before doing anything 

else.  God doesn’t consider us an afterthought; in fact it is quite the contrary.  He gave his own son 

to redeem each of us from the chains of sin.  Talk about giving right off the top!  These verses also 
confirm that God desires to bless us through our gifts.  When we fail to give to God as we are guided 

to do, we prevent him from bestowing the full measure of his blessings upon us.   

 

Each of us is encouraged to look at how we can give to God right off the top rather than digging in 

our pockets to see what is left over or what we can spare.  The verse at the top of this page lays it 

out pretty clearly.  If we sow sparingly we will reap sparingly.  If we sow bountifully we will reap 

bountifully.  Having faith and giving of the first fruits can be scary but walking in faith and following the 

words set forth above will enhance our walk with God and the blessings he wants so desperately to 

bestow upon us. 

 

5. I volunteer my time, isn’t that enough? 
 

If it weren’t for the thousands of volunteer hours put in by the faithful members of the congregation, 

our church couldn’t do half of the wonderful things it does each year.  But, when we go to pay the 

mortgage, the bank appreciates the fact we have great volunteers but they require that we give them 

money.  The same goes for the utility company, the office supply company, the grocery store, etc.  It 

isn’t an either or proposition; the Word is clear that each of us is to give according to our means and 

to give the first fruits of our labor.  Take a look at question 4 for a discussion of why giving is the way 

to open the door to God’s blessings. 

 

6. How do I figure out how much to give? 
 

We have all heard of the principle of tithing, giving 10%.  If you are not used to giving at that level, a 

great idea is to set a goal to work your way up to a level of giving that is meaningful and based on a 

percentage of income each year rather than just what may be left over or what can be spared when 

the collection is taken each week.  Giving to God should be a conscious decision and not an 

afterthought.  Take a look at your giving year to date, figure out what that number is in terms of a 

percentage of your income year to date, and decide if that is where you need to be in order to live 

faithfully.  Embrace the invitation from God to give cheerfully and bountifully.  Set a goal to increase 

your percentage each year as an expression of your love and gratitude. 

 

7. What did Gary mean when he talked about the value proposition as a way to 

determine how much to give? 
 

Steve Ferguson talked about it Labor Day weekend and Gary mentioned in his comments - that a 

third of all those who give to the church give an average of less the $5.00 per week.  That works out 

to $260.00 per year.  Considering the value proposition means basing giving on the value received 

from being a member of our church.  What is it worth to have our children involved in incredible 

programing each week; what is it worth to be able to worship in a beautiful building like the one we 

have; what is it worth to have a full time pastor whose sole job is to look after the spiritual growth 
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and well-being of our congregation?  We could go on and on talking about all the things about St. 

John that add value to our lives such a baptisms, weddings, etc.  As we each consider the amount of 

our giving each year, we are encouraged to think about the true value we receive from being a part of 

the body of believes at St. John. 

 

8. What are the ways I can give consistently? 
 

Whether you are traditional and like to put a check in the offering plate or basket as it comes by or if 

you like to do everything from the convenience of your phone, there are many ways you can honor 

your commitment to give to the ministry of St. John.  You can make gifts by sending a text or you can 

set up an automatic transfer every month or even every week.  Stop by the Welcome Desk or the 

church office and we will be happy to help you get all set up.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Other than my financial gifts, what else can I do to help our church right now? 
 

First and foremost, keep those in leadership and the entire congregation in our prayers.  Prayer is a 

very powerful tool each of us can use and it doesn’t cost anything!  Secondly, invite your friends and 

neighbors to worship with us at St. John.  Lastly, get involved in this exciting time of transition; 

participate in the transition process and provide your thoughts and input to those on the transition 

task force.  It is a very exciting time in the history of St. John and each of us has a role to play! 

 

 

 Giving Envelope:  Cash or a check may be tucked into an envelope.  Envelope 

sets are mailed directly to you on a bi-monthly basis for your use.   

 Online Giving: It’s easy to set up a one-time gift or recurring offerings from your 

bank account, directly to St. John through the GIVE page on our website. 

 Text Giving:  text your donation amount to 217-636-5370. 

 Mobile Giving:  Give by swiping your credit card at the Welcome Center.  


