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LUTHERAN CHURCH L 19th Sunday after Pentecost

JOYFULLY TAKING GOD'S LOVE INTO THE WORLD

PRELUDE
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
Healing God, we come together in our brokenness,
to call to you in your mercy, to make us whole again.
Wholeness—giving God, listen to our prayers, we pray.

Restoring God, we gather to worship you, even as
we hopefully seek to be renewed and restored again.
God, our Quiet-Center, listen to our prayers this day.

Foundational God, we come to praise and thank you!

In the depths of your Holy Being we find peace and rest.

God - our Beginning and our End, we hope always in you. Amen.
© 2012 Joan Stott — "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year B, used with permission.

RECONCILING IN CHRIST (RIC) STATEMENT
Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here in the name of Jesus Christ. We celebrate
that each person is loved by God. We affirm the gifts of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, and gender expression, and are committed to working for racial equity. Welcome to St. John
Lutheran Church!

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS page 94; setting 3
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

PET BLESSING



(Stand) GATHERING HYMN

“ll Fly Away”

Some bright morning when this life is over I'll fly away

I'll fly away I'll fly away, oh glory

To that home on God's celestial shore I'll fly away, in the morning

I'll fly away When | die, Hallelujah by and by

I'll fly away, oh glory

I'll fly away, in the morning
When | die, Hallelujah by and by
I'll fly away

I'll fly away

I'll fly away, oh glory

I'll fly away, in the morning
When | die, Hallelujah by and by

When the shadows of this life have gone I'll fly away
I'll fly away Just a few more weary days and then
Like a bird from these prison walls I'll fly I'll fly away

I'll fly away

I'll fly away, fly away, oh glory

I'll fly away, in the morning
When | die, Hallelujah by and by

To a land where joys will never end
I'll fly away

I'll fly away, fly away, oh glory

I'll fly away, in the morning

I'll fly away When | die, Hallelujah by and by
Oh, how glad and happy when we meet I'll fly away
I'll fly away I'll fly away

No more cold iron shackles on my feet

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW page 138; setting 3
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW page 140; setting 3
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his
reign.

Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



(sit) GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46
The holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a
winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. **When the harvest time
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. * But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 3 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they
treated them in the same way. ¥ Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” % But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” *° So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when the owner of
the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” *! They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? *“Therefore | tell you, the
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces its fruits. ** The one who
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 4*When the chief
priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. %6 They wanted
to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of our Lord. . . Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON Rachel Kurtz

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 142; setting 3
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

(stand) READING: Philippians 2:1-11
L1f, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender
affection and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. 2 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. ° Let the same mind be
in you that was in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be grasped, ’ but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death
on a cross. °Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other
name, °so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(sit) VIDEO & SERMON: WISER Ministry Series Week 4 — Supportive Relationships  Rachel & Pastor Brian

(stand) HYMN OF THE DAY “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
What a friend we have in Jesus Have we trials and temptations?
All our sins and griefs to bear Is there trouble anywhere?
What a privilege to carry We should never be discouraged
Everything to God in prayer Take it to the Lord in prayer
O what peace we often forfeit Can we find a friend so faithful
O what needless pain we bear Who will all our sorrows share?
All because we do not carry Jesus knows our every weakness

Everything to God in prayer Take it to the Lord in prayer



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(sit) PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response: Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Your gift given today continues our purpose of “Joyfully taking God’s love into the world!”
Thank you!

OFFERING MUSIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW Page 144; setting 3
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORDS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

LAMB OF GOD ELW Page 146; setting 3
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.



COMMUNION SONG
Dear blessed creator, dear mother, dear savior
Dear father, dear brother, dear holy other
Dear sibling, dear baby, dear patiently waiting
Dear sad & confused, dear stuck & abused
Dear end of your rope, dear worn out & broke
Dear go it alone, dear running from home
Dear righteously angry, forsaken by family
Dear jaded & quiet, dear tough & defiant
| pray that I'm heard
And | pray that this works
| pray if a prayer has been used as a sword
Against you & your heart
Against you & your word
| pray that this prayer is a plowshare of sorts
That it might break you open
It might help you grow
| pray that your body gets all that it needs
And if you don't want healing
| just pray for peace
| pray that your burden gets lighter each day
| pray the mean voice in your head goes away
| pray that you honor the grief as it comes
| pray you can feel all the life in your lungs
| pray that if you go all day being brave
That you can go home, go to bed
Feeling safe
| pray you're forgiven. | pray you forgive

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

“Plowshare Prayer” — Spenser Lajoye

| pray you set boundaries & openly live

| pray that you feel you are worth never leaving
| pray that you know | will always believe you

| pray that you're heard

And | pray that this works

Amen on behalf of the last & the least

On behalf of the anxious, depressed & unseen
Amen for the workers, the hungry, the houseless
Amen for the lonely & recently spouseless
Amen for the queers & their closeted peers
Amen for the bullied who hold in their tears
Amen for the mothers of little Black sons

Amen for the kids who grow up scared of guns
Amen for the addicts, ashamed & hungover
Amen for the calloused, the wisened, the sober
Amen for ones who want life to be over

Amen for the leaders who lose their composure
And amen for the parents who just lost their baby
Amen for chronically ill & disabled

Amen for the children down at the border
Amen for the victims of our law & order

| pray that you're heard

And | pray that this works

| pray if a prayer has been used as a sword
Against you & your heart

Against you & your word

| pray that this prayer is a plowshare of sorts

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.



(Stand) SENDING HYMN
You gave your life to make a difference
You gave your life to make a change
You welcomed all to your table
You're telling us to do the same

Chorus

| want my life to make a difference

| want my life to make a change

| want my life to do some good here
| want my life to make a change

Working side by side no out or inside
together we can make that change
With a few or many with a lot or not any
together we can make that change

Chorus

BLESSING

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

“Make a Difference”

Crossing the great divide

Joy and peace will abide

Together we can make that change
Jesus is our peace

All fighting will cease

Together we can make that change

Chorus

We're the citizens with the saints
We're the sunshine and the rain
We're joy with the pain

We're the change.

You healed the sick and fed the poor
You loved the prophet and whore
And through us you will do more
You're the change!

Copyright: 2012 Kurtz, Rachel (Admin. by Rachel Kurtz May)

POSTLUDE “Everytime | Feel the Spirit” — arr. Anne Krentz Organ
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