
March 8, 2026 - 8:00AM 
Third Sunday in Lent, Year A 

 
LARGE PRINT     

 

PRELUDE     “Give Me Jesus” – arr. John Purifoy 
 
WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 95) 
Come, let us sing to Yahweh; 
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into the Divine presence with thanksgiving; 
Let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise! 
It is good to give you thanks, O Yahweh; 
To sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
and your faithfulness by night, 
to the music of the lute and harp, 
to the melody of the lyre. 
For you, O God, have made us glad by your work; 
At the works of your hands we sing for joy.   
— written by Joanna Harader 
    

RECONCILING IN CHRIST (RIC) STATEMENT 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 95) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen.   



 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
(stand)   GATHERING HYMN  
 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW #533 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
 Zion, let me enter there, 
 where my soul in joyful duty 
 waits for God who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, 
 filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 
 come thou also unto me; 
 where we find thee and adore thee, 
 there a heav'n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou, 
 let it be thy temple now! 
 



3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, 
 here thy seed is duly sown; 
 let my soul, where it is planted, 
 bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
 so that all I hear may be 
 fruitful unto life in me. 
 
4 Thou my faith increase and quicken, 
 let me keep thy gift divine; 
 howsoe'er temptations thicken, 
 may thy word still o'er me shine 
 as my guiding star through life, 
 as my comfort in all strife. 
 
5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 
 let thy will be done indeed; 
 may I undisturbed draw near thee 
 while thou dost thy people feed. 
 Here of life the fountain flows; 
 here is balm for all our woes. 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE (ELW p. 138, Setting 3) 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORY TO GOD (ELW p. 139, Setting 3) 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you 
quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water 
always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the 
beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 



 

(sit) CHILDREN’S SERMON  

Pastor David Glenn-Burns, ThreeHouse  
 
(stand)  LENT GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (ELW p. 142, Setting 3) 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 4:5-42 
The holy Gospel according to John    
Glory to you, O Lord 

 
5 Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was 
there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and 
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to 
the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews 
do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, 
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get 
that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who 
gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from 
it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give 
them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman 
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty 
or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 



 

  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus 
said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 
husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, 
“Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on 
this mountain, but you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 23 But the hour is coming and is now here when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman 
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to 
her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 
  27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he 
was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you 
want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman 
left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 
people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have 
ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the 
city and were on their way to him. 
 
  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat 
something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do 
not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely 
no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, 
“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work.  

  



 

35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? 
But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 
harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is 
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another 
reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others 
have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
 
  39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of 
the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever 
done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to 
stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more 
believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the 
world.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. . . Praise to you, O Christ. 

            
(sit) SERMON   ThreeHouse 
     
(Stand) HYMN OF THE DAY  
 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” ELW #335  
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 
Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 



 

2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 
 
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 
 
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
 hoping, trusting ever, 
 till I reach the golden strand 
 just beyond the river.  Refrain 

 

 
 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  



 

the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
(sit) PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 Response:  Your mercy is great. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Christ be with you always. And also with 
you.  

 
OFFERING  
Your gift given today continues our purpose of “Joyfully taking 
God’s love into the world!” Thank you! 

SPECIAL OFFERING MUSIC         

“They’ll Know We Are Christians” – arr. Christine D. Anderson  
        Carolyn Jensen, solo handbell 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW Page 144; setting 3) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
  



 

THE LORDS PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 
LAMB OF GOD (ELW Page 146; setting 3) 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy 
on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us 
peace. 
 
COMMUNION SONG“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” ELW #623 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee; 
 let the water and the blood, 
 from thy riven side which flowed, 
 be of sin the double cure; 
 cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 
2 Not the labors of my hands 
 can fulfill thy law's demands; 
 could my zeal no respite know, 
 could my tears forever flow, 
 all for sin could not atone; 
 thou must save, and thou alone. 



 

 
3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 
 simply to thy cross I cling. 
 Naked, come to thee for dress; 
 helpless, look to thee for grace; 
 foul, I to the fountain fly; 
 wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
 when mine eyelids close in death, 
 when I soar to worlds unknown, 
 see thee on thy judgment throne, 
 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee. 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray.  God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this 
meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood 
of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Check out the Happenings to learn about all that’s going on!  

 
  



 

BENEDICTION  
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things 
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, 

whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 
(Stand) SENDING HYMN     
 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW #618 
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but you are mighty; 
 hold me with your pow'rful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 where the healing waters flow; 
 let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 
 shield me with your mighty arm, 
 shield me with your mighty arm. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death and hell's destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side. 
 Songs and praises, songs and praises, 
 I will raise forevermore, 
 I will raise forevermore. 

 
 
 



 

BLESSING  
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” – arr. Terry Osman 
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