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LUTHERAN CHURCH L 5th Sunday after Pentecost

JOYFULLY TAKING GOD'S LOVE INTO THE WORLD

PRELUDE “Romance Sans Paroles, Op. 17, No. 3” - Gabriel Faure
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 89)
| will sing about the wonders of your love forever, O God!
I will tell everyone | meet about your faithfulness to all generations!
| will declare that your love stands firm, that your faithfulness is as enduring as the heavens above!
Blessed are those who know you as their God, for they walk in the light of your presence!

RECONCILING IN CHRIST (RIC) STATEMENT

Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here in the name of Jesus Christ. We celebrate
that each person is loved by God. We affirm the gifts of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, and gender expression, and are committed to working for racial equity. Welcome to St. John
Lutheran Church!

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

(Stand) GATHERING HYMN “All Are Welcome” ELW#641

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE ELW page 184; setting 8
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace ,let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.



HYMN OF PRAISE ELW page 185; setting 8

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, Sing with all the people of God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his and join in the hymn of all creation:

reign. Alleluia. Blessing, honor, glory and might

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
whose blood set us free to be people of God. This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his
reign. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(sit) READING: Romans 6:12-23

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death.
We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God'’s grace, whose end is the free
gift of eternal life. Paul writes:

12Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 2 No longer present your
members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. *For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. *®* What then? Should we sin
because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! ¥ Do you not know that, if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 1’ But thanks be to God that you who were
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted ¢ and
that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. '°| am speaking in human
terms because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and
lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness,
leading to sanctification. 2*When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 2! So
what fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is
death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to
sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 22 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 188; setting 8
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42
The holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus said to the twelve: *°“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me. * Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s
reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward



of the righteous, “?and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The Gospel of our Lord. . . Praise to you, O Christ.

(sit) SERMON

(Stand) HYMN OF THE DAY “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” LBW #429
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1 Where cross the crowd - ed ways of  life, where sound the

2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed

3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man

4 The cup of wa - ter givn  for you still holds the
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cries  of race and clan, a - bove the noise of
thresh-olds  dark with fears, from paths where hide the
grief and bur - dened toil, from fam - ished souls, from
fresh - ness  of your grace; yet long these mul - ti -
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self - ish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s  stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil.
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion in your face.

5 O Master, from the mountainside 6 Till all the world shall learn your love,
make haste to heal these hearts of pain; and follow where your feet have trod;
among these restless throngs abide; till glorious from your heav’n above
oh, tread the city’s streets again; shall come the city of our God.

Text: Frank M. North, 1850-1935, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(sit) PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response: Hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING
Your gift given today continues our purpose of “Joyfully taking God'’s love into the world!” Thank you!

OFFERING MUSIC “On Eagle’s Wings / Be Thou My Vision” — arr. Carol Tornquist

GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW Page 190; setting 8
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Itis indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORDS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

LAMB OF GOD ELW Page 191; setting 8
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

COMMUNION SONG “Just As | Am, Without One Plea” ELW #592

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely,
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now
and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen
(Stand) SENDING HYMN “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” ELW #3802
BLESSING

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “‘How Firm a Foundation” — arr. John Purifoy
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