
March 18, 2020 

 

Dear Bethel Family, 

The following is a VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE BETHEL PASTORAL MINISTRIES TEAM: 

 

SUMMARY  

Temporary changes in congregational meetings will begin today and continue through April 1 and will 

include the following: 

1. Attend Sunday Morning Worship at 10:45 a.m. via YouTube livestream 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BethelOwasso/live 

2. Attend Wednesday Evening School of Prayer at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

3. Please pray with us that the Lord will be pleased to spare us from the scourge of this Coronavirus, and 

grant us circumstances so that we will be able to gather together again very soon. 

 

BACKGROUND 

In the wake of the CoVid19 “Coronavirus” Pandemic, the Pastoral Ministries Team (Jason Ascol, Joshua 

Ascol, Norman Hare, Barry Morgan, Joe Ramey, and me) met on Tuesday evening, March 17, to discuss 

how our church should respond in the coming weeks. We recognize that we are traveling uncharted 

waters and facing challenging circumstances that very few now living in this country have faced. (The 

medical and research experts are stating that these circumstances have not been experienced since the 

1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic.) Based upon the best information available (the Centers for Disease Control, 

the World Health Organization, the Trump Administration, the Stitt Administration, and the City of 

Owasso leadership) we have decided that we will temporarily change our congregational meeting 

schedule as follows: 

For the next two weeks, beginning tonight (Wednesday, March 18) and continuing through Wednesday, 

April 1, we are suspending our times of gathering together as a congregation. This means that all Sunday 

services and study times on Sunday, March 22 and Sunday, March 29 will be temporarily suspended. 

(This includes the 9:30 a.m. Bible study time, the 10:45 a.m. Morning Worship time, and the 6:00 p.m. 

Evening Study time.)  

Our reasoning for this is based upon research data that suggests the best way to measure where our 

country is with respect to this virus is to look at Italy and recognize that we are 8 to 10 days behind 

them. Italy’s population is 60.5 million. Their Coronavirus situation came to light on February 21. As of 

Tuesday, March 17, they have had 31,500 confirmed cases and 2,500 deaths. By temporarily suspending 

our congregational gathering times through April 1 we will have a 10 day period to determine if the 

experts have accurately assessed where our country is headed with respect to the spread of the 

Coronavirus. The Pastoral Ministries Team has decided to “err on the side of caution” rather than 

unintentionally put any of our membership at risk of contracting this virus. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BethelOwasso/live


The CDC has issued its recommendation that to protect yourself & others you should not gather in 

groups of 50 or more. (President Trump is recommending 10 or fewer.) They are also recommending 

“social distancing” of at least 6 feet person to person. The virus “incubates” for 14 days (which means 

that you can be exposed to it for 14 days before you manifest symptoms, and you can become a carrier 

of the virus before you have any idea that you have it).  

On Tuesday, March 17 the City of Owasso declared a civil emergency, calling for compliance to the CDC’s 

recommendations. This Civil Emergency Declaration is set to be in effect through April 14.  

 

TEMPORARY SCHEDULE RATIONALE 

When the Pastoral Ministries Team assessed our regularly scheduled congregational meeting 

times, we recognized that we are presented with the following challenges: 

Sunday morning Bible study time – smaller rooms make the “social distancing” suggestion 

essentially impossible 

Sunday morning worship time – while we can spread out sufficiently to comply with the “social 

distancing” suggestion, we are still encountering each other as we enter and dismiss 

Sunday evening study time – smaller rooms make the “social distancing” suggestion essentially 

impossible 

Wednesday evening Prayer time – given the number of people who typically attend Prayer 

Meeting, we can probably spread out sufficiently to comply with the “social distancing” 

suggestion, but there is still that arriving and dismissing challenge 

Nursery/Preschool watch care during all of the above times – small children are in close spaces 

& are susceptible to being carriers, easily contracting the virus from each other without any of 

knowing this for fourteen days 

 

TEMPORARY SCHEDULE DETAILS 

While we will not be gathering physically and personally at our church facility for the next two weeks, 

we want to offer the following “virtual gathering” opportunities: 

1. We will host a “Virtual Prayer Meeting” tonight at 7:00 p.m. by means of an online meeting 

tool called Zoom. From your smart phone, tablet, computer, and/or smart TV you can access the 

following Zoom and join me as I take you through the “Praying Through Proverbs” Bible study 

and lead you through the Prayer Bulletin. (A digital copy of the Prayer Bulletin in Adobe pdf 

format is attached to this email for you to access so that you can follow along and pray with me 

in your own home.) 

2. In lieu of gathering together for our 10:45 a.m. Morning Worship Service you can join us from 

your smart phone, tablet, computer, and/or smart TV for a livestream broadcast of the service 



by accessing our church’s YouTube page—bethelowasso. (Go to 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BethelOwasso/live) 

3. Though we will not be gathering together for the next two weeks, the financial requirements 

for ministry will continue. Therefore, your tithes and offerings will still be needed. You can drop 

off your contributions at the Bethel Church Office on Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

You can also mail your contributions to the church office at: 

Bethel Baptist Church 

10705 E 86th St N 

Owasso, OK 74055 

If you would prefer to have access to online giving, please let us know and we will look into that 

possibility as well.  

Please remember, with this change in our congregational meeting schedule, we can have two weeks to 

see if we are indeed tracking 8 to 10 days behind Italy’s level of devastation. The Pastoral Ministries 

Team has not come to this decision lightly. (In fact, as your Pastor, it is killing me to think that we will 

not be meeting as a congregation to pray together, study together, and worship together.) 

As stated previously in this note, please pray with us that the Lord will be pleased to spare us from the 

scourge of this Coronavirus, and grant us circumstances so that we will be able to gather together again 

very soon. 

If you need assistance with obtaining medicines, groceries, household items, please contact the church 

office (918-272-2229) or call my cell phone (918-521-6303) and we will do our best to help meet your 

needs. If you or your family or friends test positive for the CoVid19 Coronavirus, let us know so that we 

can pray for you (or them). You should be hearing soon from the deacon who is assigned to practice 

watch care over you and your family.  

We have been granted a difficult providence which provides a remarkable gospel opportunity for all of 

us to function as a “One Anothering Community of Gospel-Centered Christ Followers.”  

 

Your Pastor, 

Bill Ascol 

On behalf of the Pastoral Ministries Team 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BethelOwasso/live

