
Faith Community Nurses say: 
Join us today outside the Fellowship Hall for the monthly Blood Pressure 
Health and Wellness check in.  

Lunch Bunch: “Silver Bells” 
Thursday, July 18th | Room 208 | 11:00 am 
Celebrate Christmas in July with the lunch bunch! Bring a sandwich, and join 
us for a classic movie and fellowship. 

Youth Waffle Wednesdays 
WhereHouse Waffle Wednesday’s in July from 10 am - 12 pm for rising 
6th-12th grades. Waffles with all the toppings, and we will have a Bible study 
on Ephesians in WhereHouse. 

UMW ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
Sale Dates: July 25th - 27th 
Fellowship Hall 
United Methodist Women invite you to participate once again in our annual 
sale for missions. This year's proceeds will benefit our own preschool and local 
ministries. Are you ready to toss any reusable dishes, toys, clothes, etc? Bring 
them on down! We welcome your donations, any set-up help and thank you in 
advance. Questions: Rosemary Uebel (727) 251-9742 

Collection and Set-Up dates: 
Monday, July 22nd - Thursday, July 25th: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sale dates: 
Thursday, July 25th: 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Friday, 26th: 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Saturday, 27th: 8:00 am - 1:15 pm; Two Bucks-a-Bag-12:15

ART COLLECTIVE: SUMMER SPLENDORS 
Gilbert Chapel Gallery, July 13th - 28th 
St. Pete First Art Collective is honored to host Summer Splendors in the Gilbert 
Chapel Gallery.  Summer Splendors is a collection of art by the students of Rose 
Marie Prins of the Morean Art Center.  
The show will run July 13th through July 28th, 2019, in the Gilbert Chapel Gallery. 

Ignite School of Music @ St. Pete First 
Lessons starting September 4th 
We are so excited to announce that our church is beginning the “IGNITE SCHOOL 
OF MUSIC" here at St. Pete First!  We will offer lessons for ages 7 to 107.  Starting 
September 4th, we will have lessons on Wednesday afternoons and evenings.  
Students can take a 30 minute lesson for $25. Currently we are offering: piano, 
drums, guitar, and voice. Please visit our church website for more information, 
including a list of teachers and times. Contact Kenn Mann at kmann@fumcsp.org 

STREET TEAM: VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Street Ministry is seeking 2 volunteers to serve meals to the homeless population 
in St. Petersburg on the 1st Monday of every month. Volunteers serve food at the 
St. Vincent de Paul Homeless Shelter from 6:30 P.M. until 8:00 P.M.No prior 
experience in serving food is needed. Children, at least 11 years old, can participate 
with their parents.  
Contact - Hal Heitler: (727) 864-2158, heitlerh@tampabay.rr.com 

NELSON’S NOTES NEWS NOTICES:

 The day needed to start early. I was going to spend the day on the road. I 
quickly got up, quickly got ready, quickly sat down to have breakfast and read my 
devotional for the day. I am reading excerpts from Dallas Willard. 
 Things continued to go quickly, except for my thoughts, as I got stuck on 
something Willard said, “Grace is not opposed to effort; it is opposed to earning.” Now, 
Dallas is somebody who writes about Spiritual Disciplines. He is concerned that as 
modern Christians we consider ourselves saved, consider ourselves disciples, when all 
we do is pray for Jesus to come into our hearts, and maybe go to church on Sundays.  
He firmly believes that to be a disciple of Jesus means you try your best to be like 
Jesus in every way.  That requires a lot of work from what he calls “the will.” 
 And I agree.  And so the idea that grace is opposed to earning makes sense.  
It’s not a gift if you earn it; it’s a purchase. Grace is opposed to earning. But the idea 
that grace is not opposed to effort, I got stuck on that. I intuited that he was right – 
being a Christian, being a dedicated Christian, takes effort. But where grace needs 
effort from the recipient, well, I struggled with an illustration. For miles and miles and 
miles. 
 I listened to Christian music for a very long time (now I have to tell you, 
singing praise songs while flying through rural, mountainous Tennessee was a BLAST!).  
Nobody said that thinking theologically has to be boring (or driving for that matter).  I 
was listening for help with my effort vs earning thing.  And well, nothin’. Lunch 
happened in Glasgow, KY.  Nothin’.  Country music for a while. Nothin’. Dolly Parton 
singing “Joshua” was new to me, not to her. And of no help for my conundrum. 
 I had intended to stop in Louisville, and walk the river a little, but I found 
myself over the bridge before I saw a sign for the riverfront. I missed the sign that said 
the river was a toll bridge too – I’m told I’ll get a bill for that in February or so of next 
year. 
 So I stopped in Jeffersonville, IN, just across from Louisville, on the Ohio 
River.  The Ohio is big right there.  It flows, at least that day, with intensity.  It wasn’t 
particularly clean, didn’t smell that great. You wouldn’t want to swim in it for a variety 
of reasons. 
 Have you ever seen barges coming down a river?  Full of grain or minerals or 
whatever, they float down the river unaided by engines.  They are dependent on the 
flow of the water to get where they are going, but they are guided by a pilot boat, a 
small boat that can guide three huge barges down the river.  They move at the rate the 
river lets them.  But without the pilot boat, they would end up stuck in some shallow 
spot or wander to the river edge and get stuck on the bank. 
 Wait.  The power of the river is given to them.  They did not pay for that.  They 
didn’t “earn” it. Their destiny is owed exclusively to the river and its flow.  But without 
the effort of a pilot boat to keep them on the “straight and narrow,” they wouldn’t 
make it a mile downstream.  The river is a gift.  Direction on the river takes effort. Wow! 
That sounds like God’s gift of life to us.  The flow of grace in our life is free.  God gives 
us life.  How does the Apostle Paul say it? “In Him we live and move and have our 
being.” Grace doesn’t have anything to do with earning, but it sure does with effort. 
Otherwise, we’re just floating down the river, eventual flotsam on the riverbank. 
 Let us be mindful of the discipline required to navigate the river of life.  There 
are obstacles and undercurrents and crosscurrents and storms and all kinds of things 
to derail (to mix metaphors) us.  But disciplining our lives to stay the course, well, 
that’s what it’s all about. 

Back on the road, 

Craig 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace,” (1 Peter 4:10).
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