
BEYOND WORSHP WORKSHOPS 
June 5th - 7th | The Wherehouse 
Two nights of worship and two days of workshops to expand your journey in 
worship. We seek to stir up a greater desire for authentic and vibrant worship in all 
ages, to equip families and individuals to start small group worship and increase 
technical skills and spiritual understanding for musicians and singers so that we 
may truly give Him our best! Beyond Worship will host a free Open Mic Worship 
and a free Night of Worship. Visit our website, fumcsp.com, for more information. 
Cost: $20 now through May 22nd ($25 after). Please contact: Terri Ulrich 
thul145@yahoo.com. 

JOIN THE COMMUNION TEAM 
The pastors invite you to consider becoming a part of the team that prepares 
Communion for the first Sunday and first Thursday of each month at our worship 
services and for special occasions throughout the year. It takes many committed 
volunteers to take care of all the details of the Communion table. Will you 
prayerfully consider joining us for the Holy Meal preparation? Please contact any 
of the pastors or Kendra Aumack for more information and to sign up: 
kaumack@fumcsp.org - 727-894-4661. 

ST. PETE FIRST KIDS: BRIDGE-TIME VOLUNTEERS 
Children’s ministry is looking for five people to rotate Sundays as an assistant 
during the Children’s church hour. This will be on the fourth floor during the 9:30 
hour. Help build the foundation for the most valuable knowledge of a child’s life. 
Please contact Lora Ulrich or Emily Strong for more details. 

USHERS REQUEST YOUR HELP 
Interested in greeting others, and helping them feel welcomed at church? The 
Greeters and Ushers are looking for a few volunteers to help serve at the 11:00 am 
service. Contact: (727) 866 - 9582 for more information. 

NELSON’S NOTES NEWS NOTICES:

 The article came out just about a year ago.  Albert Einstein commented on it 
back in the last millennium, but it was new to me, and it blew my mind. 
 You’ve heard of, and I have heard of quantum physics.  You may, but I don’t 
really understand much of it.  While I don’t fully understand how, I have embraced the 
idea that if you travel fast enough, time is affected.  And again, while I don’t know the 
mechanics of it, I understand the existential problem of potentially going so fast that 
you would get somewhere before you left.  Cars these days are trimming what I 
thought were amazing 0-60 mph times down to less than 2 seconds.  What happens 
when they get into negative numbers? 
 I digress. 
 In this quantum world, scientists have arrived at the idea that a particle (and 
one would assume a person someday) can be in two places at one time.  This seems 
like a logical conclusion to the discussion above.  But really?   
 I’m a pastor, not a theoretical physicist (although I am sorry The Big Bang 
Theory is over).  It occurs to me that if it’s true that at certain speeds you could be in 
two places at the same time, then at some insane speed, you could be everywhere at 
the same time.  Omnipresence is a means of describing God.  Is that how God does it?  
Kind of fun to think about, but I will say that besides God, I don’t see how any creature 
could physically do this. 
 The article in The Atlantic wasn’t about this.  It was about the idea that if 
computers could work at these speeds, life could be seriously altered for us.  For 
instance, encryption would be moot.  But one guy, an Israeli scientist, suggested that if 
a computer could account for a virtual infinite number of variables, assuming the law 
of cause-and-effect, that computer could predict the outcome of every action we take 
and tell you what will happen in the future.  That being the case, if it predicted harm to 
another person, it would have the moral imperative to stop you.  And out the window 
goes your free will. 
 I am a pastor, not a theoretical physicist (etc).  As I read on in the article, I did 
not expect it to take another theological turn.  What?  The predestination/free will 
discussion has always been for me a theological dilemma, not a scientific conflation of 
Newtonian and Quantum physics.  Can a computer predict the future accurately by 
playing out all the possible efficacy outcomes? 
 If there was a linear sequence to cause and effect, I think a computer could 
figure this out.  But there’s this thing that the scientists call the Butterfly Effect, or less 
poetically named Chaos Theory.  We Christians call it sinful nature.  A computer could 
play out all kinds of variables, but insert a human, and that human will have the 
propensity to intentionally mess things up, even if just to mess with the computer.   
 When I’m asked if I believe in a sinful nature, I look at myself and say yes.  
And when asked if that is learned or inbred in me, I look at little children, who at one 
time are little angels, and then at another time are testing their parents.  Nope, it’s not 
learned. 
 I’m not writing this at Easter time, but the good news of Easter is that 
freedom from cause and effect is a gift from God expressed in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  The Apostle Paul said that the wages of sin is death.  If for every 
action there is a reaction, Paul said that if you sin, then you die.  But Romans 6:23 
doesn’t end there.  The rest of it goes like this: “…but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Jesus broke the logical effect of our sinning.  When the 
Uncaused paid the price for the effects of our sin, we were set free.  The result of our 
free will has been determined by a gift.  By grace received by faith. 
 Why God would be so gracious is unfathomable.  Even by a quantum 
computer. 
Praise God! 

Craig.  
“God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,” (Colossians 1:27).

COUPONS FOR A CREATIVE NIGHT OUT 
June 8th | The Gilbert Chapel Gallery 
The Art Collective would like to introduce “2nd Saturday Specials for a Creative 
Night Out”. Come to the Chapel between 5-8pm, & receive this coupon, with 
discounts at 3 of our local restaurants. Coupons only good for the 2nd 
Saturday of each month. Present coupon to the participating restaurant in 
order to receive your discount.  
This month Dee Perconti, a very talented collage artist. will have light 
refreshments, a door prize and live music. Invite your friends and neighbors – 
it’s a great way to introduce people to our church. The show will run June 8th 
through June 30, 2019, in the Gilbert Chapel Gallery 

ST. PETE FIRST CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
VBS is right around the corner and there are still ways you can help. We can 
still use extra hands on our Preschool side. If you are not able to volunteer 
during the week then we have a list of daily snack items you could donate. 
Please look at the sign up sheet located in the Fellowship Hall and pick a 
couple of items. This is a GREAT way for a Sunday School class to get 
involved. Contact Lora Ulrich with any questions. 
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