
Pleasing God With Faith 
2 Timothy 2:3-7   Series: “Faith Over Fear”  

 

Hebrews 11.6 And WITHOUT FAITH it is IMPOSSIBLE to PLEASE God. 
 

Matthew 8.5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, 
“my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 8 The 

centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ 

and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  10 When JESUS 
heard this, he WAS AMAZED and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in 

Israel with such GREAT FAITH. 
 

2 Peter 1:5 “DO YOUR BEST to improve your faith.   
 

2 Timothy 2:3-7 “Endure hardship with us like a GOOD SOLDIER of Christ Jesus.  No one serving as a soldier gets 
tied up in civilian affairs—he wants to PLEASE his commanding officer.  Similarly, if anyone competes as AN 

ATHLETE, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes according to the rules.  And the 

HARDWORKING FARMER should be the first to receive a share of the crops.  Think about these three 
illustrations, and the Lord will help you to understand how they apply to you.”   

 

To INCREASE MY FAITH (and Please God), I must be Like a Good Soldier and  
 

1. Decide What I will _________________ 
 

John 15:13 (LB) “The greatest love is shown when a person lays down his life for his friends.”  

   

2. _____________ My ___________________ 

 
 2 Timothy 2:3  “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”   

 

James 1.2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may 

be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 



Romans 5.3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

 
Ephesians 5:2 “Live a life of sacrificial love just like Christ loved us and gave himself as an offering and 

sacrifice for us.”     
 

3. _________________ all __________________ 
 
2 Timothy 2:4  “As Christ’s soldier, do not let yourself become entangled in the affairs of this life, wasting 

time, for then you can’t please your commanding officer who enlisted you in his army.” 
 

  4. Execute My _____________________________ 
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 “In a race everyone runs, but only one person wins the prize.  So run your race to win.  

TO WIN the contest YOU MUST DENY YOURSELVES many things that would keep you from DOING YOUR 
BEST.  An athlete goes to all this trouble just to win a ribbon or medal that won’t last, but we do it for an eternal 

reward that will last forever!  So I run straight to the goal with purpose in every step.  I fight to win.  I’m not 

just shadow-boxing or playing around.  Like an athlete I discipline myself, making sacrifices and training my 
body to do what it should, not what it wants to do.  Otherwise I fear I might be disqualified from the race.”   

 
1 Corinthians 9:24 “In a race everyone runs, but only one person wins the prize.  So run your race to win!” 

  
1 Timothy 6:12 “Run YOUR BEST in the RACE OF FAITH, and win eternal life for yourself; for this is the life that 

God called you to when you professed your faith before many witnesses.”   
 

Matthew 25.19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The 
man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags 

of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

 


