
 

 

DISCRIMINATION 
James 2.1-13 Part 8 in the series “Do you want to be Mature?” 

 

Acts 10:28 “Then Peter said to Cornelius’ household, ‘You know, Jewish law forbids 
us from associating with people of another race. But God has shown me that no race 

is inferior or unclean.’”    

 

Acts 10:34-35 “I now realize that God does not show favoritism but accepts men 

from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”   

 

James 2.1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not 
show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and 

fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for 

you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 

have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

 

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 

eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who 
love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting 

you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones 

who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? 

 

8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted 
by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at 

just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do 

commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 

 

12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 
13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been 

merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 

Deuteronomy 10:17 “God never shows partiality and he cannot be corrupted.”   

 

2 Chronicles 19:7 “The Lord our God does not tolerate injustice, partiality or 

corruption.”  

 

1. DISCRIMINATION _____________________________ 
 

Acts 17:26 “From one man (Adam) God made every nation of men, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact 

places where they should live.”   

 



 

1 Corinthians 4:7 Who says you are better than others? And what do you have that 
was not given to you by God? And if it was given to you, why do you brag as if you 

did not receive it as a gift?”   

 

2. DISCRIMINATION ____________________________ 
1 John 2:11 “Whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the 

darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded 

him.” 
 

James 3.17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-

loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 

 

3. DISCRIMINATION ______________________________ 
 

Galatians 5:14-15 “The entire law is summed up in this one command: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself!’ But if, instead of showing love, you attack and tear each other 

apart, watch out! You will destroy yourselves!”  

 

4. DISCRIMINATION ______________________________ 
 

Romans 14.10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat 

them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 

 

MERCY IS  ________________ people as God does and 

_________________ like God does. 
 

James 2.13 Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 

Luke 10.36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on 

him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

1 Samuel 16:7 “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  

 

John 7:24 “Stop judging by mere appearances and make a right judgment.” 

 

Philippians 1.9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best 

and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 

 

Hebrews 5.14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 

discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

 


