
Gaining Wisdom in Trials 
James 1.5-12 

“I Want to be Mature like Jesus” Series Part 3 
 
James 1.5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe 
and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 

the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a 
person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

 
James 1.9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 

10 But the rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a 
wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom 

falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while 
they go about their business. 

 
James 1.12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, 

that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
 
Proverbs 3:18 "Those who become wise will be happy. Wisdom is the key to a blessed 

life." 
 

Proverbs 4:7 "Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can get in life." 
 

Proverbs 24:14 "Wisdom is good for the soul. And if you get wisdom, you'll have a bright 
and secure future." 

 
Proverbs 2.4 If you look for it (wisdom) as for silver and search for it as for hidden 

treasure, 5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 
 

Gaining wisdom requires initiative, diligence, hunger and passion (like searching for 
gold Proverbs 2.4-5) 

 

1. Make God my _______________________________   
 

-Stop being double minded 
 -Obeying two masters leads to instability  

 
Matthew 6.24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money. 

 

2. Commit to ________________________ God reveals.   
 
-Stop doubting, wavering, being unstable, not trusting God’s wisdom 

 -God doesn’t reveal his wisdom to those who don’t intend to follow it. 

 
 

 
 



Psalm 111:10 "Reverence for the Lord is the foundation of all true wisdom." 
 

Proverbs 15:33 "Honoring God and being humble leads to wisdom. And wisdom will 
bring honor to you." 

 

3. Let _________________ my weakness and _________  

me to search for wisdom.  
  

-Suffering is a gift from God; Don’t waste it. 

 
Proverbs 11:2 "When pride comes then comes disgrace.  But with humility comes 
wisdom."   

 
James 1.4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature, complete not 

lacking anything.  
 

Deuteronomy 8.18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability 
to produce wealth. 

 

4. _________ My Need by ___________ God for Wisdom 
  

-Pride hinders my admitting I need God’s wisdom.  

 -Asking for Advice is a way of admitting I lack wisdom. 

 
Proverbs 12:15 The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice. 

 

5. __________ the wisdom God gives ________________ 
  

-Enjoy the benefits of walking in God’s wisdom 

 
God gives wisdom through the Holy Spirit, the Bible, People and Circumstances. 
 

Proverbs 2:6 "It is the Lord who gives wisdom, from His word comes knowledge and 
understanding."   

 
Psalm 119.104 I gain wisdom from your precepts; therefore, I hate every wrong path. 

Psalm 119.130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives wisdom to the simple. 
 

Psalm 119.100 I have more wisdom than the elders, for I obey your precepts. 
 

Psalm 119:105 "God's word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path." 

 
Proverbs 13:20 "If you keep company with wise people, you'll become wise. But if you 
hang out with foolish people, you'll suffer from making bad choices, because they make 

bad choices." 


