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The Dangers of Wealth 

James 5.1-6 Part 2 

 

4 Abuses of Money  

 

 1. __________________ for Security          v2-3 

 

2. __________________ for Personal Gain        v4 

 

3. __________________ Selfishly with Luxuries   v5 

 

4. __________________ people       v6 

 

 

2 Consequences of Abusing Money  

  

1. _________ misery of losing ______ and ______   

  

2. ____________ misery of Divine ____________ 

 

 

Why does God give us more than we need?  

 

1. To Reveal Our __________________  

 

2. To ___________________________ 

 

3. To ___________ God’s ___________  
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James 5.1 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the 
misery that is coming on you. 

 

James 5.2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.  

 

James 5.3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify 
against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the 
last days.  

 

James 5.4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed 
your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have 
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  

 

James 5.5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You 
have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.  

 

James 5.6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who 
was not opposing you. 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever 
loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is 

meaningless. 

 

James 5.6 (Phillips) You (rich people) have (used your power and influence 
to) condemned (judged guilty) and ruined innocent men in your career, 
and they have been powerless to stop you. 

 

Jay’s paraphrase 

James 5.6 You rich people have used your power to condemn (judge 
guilty) and ruin (the careers of innocent) men who have been powerless 
to stop you (because you were partners with the judges to advance your 

agenda.) 

 

James 5.4-5  (MSG)  

All the workers you’ve exploited and cheated cry out for judgment. The 
groans of the workers you used and abused are a roar in the ears of the 
Master Avenger. You’ve looted the earth and lived it up. But all you’ll 
have to show for it is a fatter than usual corpse. In fact, what you’ve done 
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is condemn and murder perfectly good persons, who stand there and take 
it. Those you wronged were too nice to call you out when you used your 
money to influence their demise. 

 

James 5.5 (EXB) 

Your life on earth was full of ·rich living [luxury] and ·pleasing yourselves 
with everything you wanted [pleasure; self-indulgence]. You made 
yourselves [your hearts] fat, ·like an animal ready to be killed [in a day 
of slaughter; like a farm animal gorging itself, unaware it is being 
fattened for slaughter]. 

 

1 Corinthians 3.12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it 

is, because the (Judgment) Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If 
what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is 
burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though 
only as one escaping through the flames. 

 

Proverbs 11.4 Your riches won’t help you on Judgment Day, only 
righteousness will count then.  

 

James 4.9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning 
and your joy to gloom 

 

Matthew 6.19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all that 

your land produces. 

Deuteronomy  8.18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth. 

 

Deuteronomy 14:23 (LB) The purpose of tithing is simply to teach us to 
put God first in our life.   
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2 Corinthians 8.14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they 
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is 
equality. 

 

2 Corinthians 9.11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result 
in thanksgiving to God. 

 

Luke 16.10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest 
with much. 

 

Matthew 25.23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

 

Malachi 3.8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.“But you ask, 
‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and offerings.  

 

Malachi 3.9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are 
robbing me.  

 

Malachi 3.10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.  

 

Malachi 3.11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the 
vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord 
Almighty. Malachi  

 

John 3.16 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.  

 


