“Spin‘tuaﬂ StcPPing Stones”
God has entrusted each parent with a sPecial ghctz a child. with that gi{:t comes trsmcnc]ous
rcsponsibi]itg. A parent must take it upon himself to insPire, teach and nurture every aspect of his child’s
cleve]oPmcn’c, inclucling their sPiri’tual clevcloPment. The sPiri‘cual growtl') and devclopment of each child
is Progressive and unique. Itis often marked bg individual influences in the home, cognitive dcve]opment,
moral c{evelopment, and Personal exPeriences. Consequentlg, any sPiri‘cual teaching materials must
reflect a basic assumPtion that parents can encourage their child to pursue a life of faith. How does a
child’s faith c[evelop? How do children learn to love and follow Jesus Christ? lnitia“y, faith is rooted in a
child’s earlg Perception and attitude toward sPiritua’ matters. As a child matures, his cvo|v1'ng Per’ception
and attitude will steer him toward a decision about his faith. Later in his clevelopmen’c, this decision will
lead him to a commitment. The secret to encouraging IiFelong faith ina child is understancling the
SPiritual Stcpping Stones that mark his spiritual devcloPment. ‘

1. SPiritual Stepping Stone #1: | nfant (ages 0-2)
a. During these carlg years, a child is very susceptible to sPiritua| influence and instruction.
i. As you care and Provicﬂe for tl}je needs of your child, he will cleve[op a foundation
of comfort, love and trust in you, which wil%la’cer lead to his sense of trust in God.
~ii. Children begin to form an association with the language of faith, sPiritual images,
and biblical charac’cers, which build the inner foundation of moral knowleclge.
b. SPiritual ConcePts:
i. “God created all things.”
ii. “God, the Father, cares and Rrovicles for me.”

iii. “Jesus, God’s Son, loves me.?
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2. SPirituaI Stepping Stone #3: Toddler/ ire~school (ages 3-6)

a. During these formative years, a chi d cxPeriences great sPiritual grow’ch, as heis
bcginning to understand the basic concepts of right and wrong, respect, compassion,
and Frienclship. "

i. As you instruct and model goed behavior for your child, he will form an
understanding of thoughts and actions that are acceptabl,é in relationships with
other People and with God.

ii. Seeds of faith that were sown cﬂuring imcancy will continue to grow with rcsPonsive

Parcnting and continued sPiritual imqucnccs, that are all chusec] on the Lord,
such as songs, stories and prayer. 5

ii. Creative thinking and imagjnation begin to cleveloP with a new un&erstanding of

faith in t]ﬁings unseen.

iv. More tlﬂings are caugnt than taught. Moclcling sPiritual behavior, like Bible

reading and prayer, becomes extreme]g imPortant. '

b. SPiri’cual Concepts (ages 3-4):

i. “I can listen to Bible stories and learn Bible verses.”

i “Pm beginning to understand that the Bible is God’s Word and it tells me about

God and His Son, Jesus Christ .”
iif. “1 know that Jesus feels sad when 1 do somet]']ing wrong,”
iv. “ want to follow actions of others.”




c. SPiri‘cual Concepts (ages 5-6)

i. “Jesus came to the earth to save PeoPle from their sin.”

ii. I know who God is and what He is like.”

iii. I can talk to God whenever and wherever | want.”

iv. “ know People in biblical times loved God and served Him.”

v. “l know how | can love and serve God today.”

vi. “lam beginning to understand how God can be evergwhere and in my heart at the
same time.”

3. SPiritual Step ing Stone #3: child (ages 7-1D

a. During this season of life, achildis begihs to wrestle with more comPlex tl'leological
issues, and he is reaclg to begin making faith part of his ciailg life in a more conscious
way. :

i. One of the ultimate goals of s \ iritual cleveloPment in the life of your child is the
disPIaH of biblical love towar :God and others!

. As you strive to emulate the character of God in your Parenting, you will
encourage your child toward sF)iritual maturity and grow’ch, marked bg an
mea\'/ering commitment to God, kindness, asense o{:justice, and Forgiveness.

iil. As theg begin to believe more HeePIH in their Personal convictions, they

exPerience an increased desire to discuss them.

iv. As their lcnowleclge and uhclers’cancling grow, they begin to share their beliefs

and faith with others. h
b. SPiri’cual ConcePts (ages 7-8)

i. “The Bible defines righ’c and wrong, | am responsible for choosing what is right.”

ii. “The Ten Commandments are hard to obey. I need Jesus’ l‘ne!P.”

iii. “The world is a big Place, but God is Working in every part ofit.”

iv. I believe that the Bible stories are true, and I can begin to aPPIH them to events

t]'la‘c occur in my life.”
c. Spiri’cual Concepts (ages 9-11)

1. “'ﬁ]ﬁe Bible is God’s authoritative truth for my life.”

ih.. “$a|vation is for me and any one else who trusts in Jesus as their Persona[ Lord
an?c] Savior.”

iii. “The Bible Paints a big Picture of God working with His People, and am part of

that picture.”

iv. “I now understand wl’xy Christ died for me. 1 realize how much He loves me and |

want my friends to know Him toeo.”

For more information on your child’s sPiritual growth and develop_ment, Please visit: www.wcamily.org,
www.incm.org, and www.one2believe.com.
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