


Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. This is 
what the ancients were commended for.

Hebrews 11:1-2



“Examine yourself”

Examine yourselves to see whether you are 
in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of 
course, you fail the test?

2 Corinthians 13:5



Faith is founded upon truth: 
The truth about Jesus Christ.



And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Hebrews 11:6



Where does faith come from?

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through 
the word about Christ.

Romans 10:17







The truth about Jesus

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, 
you have believed in vain.  For what I received I passed on 
to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures

1 Corinthians 15:1-4



How to Grow In It

LIVE In It: (Galatians 2:20)
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life 
I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.

WALK In It: (2 Corinthians 5:7)
For we walk by faith, not by sight.

STAND In It: (1 Corinthians 16:13)
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.



2 Temptations To Avoid

1. To neglect The Word of God

Living by platitudes and “impressions”



2 Temptations To Avoid

1. To neglect The Word of God

Living by platitudes and “impressions”

2. To think of faith as chance or probability

Thinking positive thoughts in order to change outcomes



Faith in the character of God is paramount.  And 
this is primarily what our faith rests upon; the 
truth about the work and person of Jesus and 
the character of God.



Spiritual growth, and in particular increased 
faith, happens when that faith is tested.

These have come so that the proven genuineness of 
your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes 
even though refined by fire--may result in praise, glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

1 Peter 1:7



Ephesians 3:14-21

A New Year’s Prayer
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