
   

Dear VCF family, 

Today is a joyous day as we celebrate the beginning of our 18 month transition process to make Casey 

Groves our next Senior Pastor.  We wish to begin by recognizing the 14 years of service from Pastor Jay 

Marshall who along with his wife, Suzanne, have served our congregation faithfully and honorably.  We 

have been truly blessed to receive the Word of God on a weekly basis from Pastor Jay and are pleased to 

report that he will continue to fill a vital role in the life of the church as our new Executive Pastor.  

Details of the respective roles and responsibilities for Pastor Casey and Pastor Jay will be provided under 

a separate cover. 

The process for selecting a new Senior Pastor is one that requires great patience and discernment as the 

Elders seek the will of the Holy Spirit for the Church Body known as Valley Christian Fellowship.  This 

work began almost two years ago with candid discussions between Pastor Jay and the Elders regarding a 

plan of succession for the Senior Pastor role.  These discussions were already started, and ended, with 

prayers of petition to the Holy Spirit to both “own” and “guide” the discernment process.  The Elders 

bore witness to the orchestration of the Holy Spirit through every step and we are now blessed to know 

that Pastor Casey will become our new Senior Pastor in June 2022.  

We wish to acknowledge the support Pastor Jay has shown both to the Elders and to Pastor Casey.  He 

has been a source of wisdom and a great model of humility through the entire discernment process.  

Pastor Jay has expressed full support of Pastor Casey as his successor and has also expressed 

exuberance toward his future role as Executive Pastor.  We extend our love and appreciation to Pastor 

Jay for his engagement during this selection process. 

Pastor Casey was compelled by the Holy Spirit to knock on our door two years ago.  At that time, we all 

assumed that God was bringing us an incredible Youth Pastor (and indeed He did) but what we didn’t 

know at the time was that God was delivering us our next Senior Pastor.  Looking back, it is now so clear 

that God ordained this decision from the beginning and we now have a great testimony to share 

regarding how God works within the church. 

Regarding timing, the transition of the Senior Pastor role will happen progressively over the next 18 

months.  Pastor Casey will continue to make youth ministry his top priority during this time and he is 

actively working now to call a new Youth Pastor to succeed him.  We anticipate this search process will 

take up to nine months to complete. We then want to allow six to eight months for him to work 

alongside the new leader to help him bond with the students before he stops his involvement with 

them. Thus, we have set June 2022 as the time Casey would officially assume the Senior Pastor 

responsibilities. We will have him increase the frequency of his preaching as time goes on.  

It is important to state that the Elders and Pastor Casey remain committed to keeping youth ministry as 

a major priority for VCF.  Simply put, we regard youth ministry as a foundational ministry of our church, 

and we will continue to resource it through high impact staff and operational budgets. 

In closing, the Elders ask you to join them in praying for Pastor Casey and Pastor Jay as they transition 

into their new roles.  We are so blessed to have these two amazing men of God to serve the VCF 



   

community.  Most importantly, we say “Thank you Lord for your guidance and provision as we called on 

you to lead our discernment process.”  Our God is an awesome God! 

In Love, 

The Elders of Valley Christian Fellowship 


