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OVERVIEW 
REACH OUT 

 
 
Series Passage: “Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the 
most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that 
you will have the right response for everyone.”  

Colossians 4:5-6  
 
 

“The Gospel is the good news that God became 

man in Jesus Christ. He lived the life we should 

have lived and died the death we should have 

died—in our place. Three days later He rose from 

the dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 

offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins 

to those who repent and believe in Him.” 

Rice Broocks 

A. THE “REACH OUT” HOME GROUP SERIES 

As a Household of FAITH, this year we have been looking at our first core value, 
being “Faithful to the Mission”. While this year continues to be extremely 
challenging, as His church we need to obey with Faithfulness and urgently continue 
the task of discipleship assigned to us by our Lord Jesus (Matt 28:18-20).  

The “Reach Out” home group series closely follows on from our previous series 
“Good News for All”. In the last series we learnt that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
Good News for all because it is a public truth, and one that we are called to 
proclaim. It is rooted in real world history, it can be refuted and investigated and 
ultimately be the true solution, for all people bringing experience of transformative 
justice, true love and new freedoms. 

Through the final home group meetings for 2020, and as we lead up to Christmas, 
we will be looking at how we can integrate the gospel message with our everyday 
lives, understand the culture of the gospel and the culture we are reaching, so that 
we can effectively deliver this message of hope to all. 
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B. ABOUT THE SESSIONS 

“Reach Out” is a series that is designed to help us in our discipleship journey by 
providing practical tips for evangelism. The sessions teach how sharing the Gospel 
message is not limited to a particular method, but is defined by its message. It is 
relevant to every culture, but we need to understand the culture in order to 
effectively communicate the message. Not only are we to become confident in the 
message we carry, but be able to deliver it in a way that is understood to a 
sceptical, culturally diverse, post-modern world.  

The following table outlines the main point for each video: 

SESSION TITLE MAIN POINT 
Session 1 Introduction Video Evangelism is for everyone not just those with the gift 
 Reach Out with 

Purpose 
Evangelism is defined by it’s message not the method 

Session 2 Reach Out Everyday The role of community in building faith in others 
Session 3 Reach Out Beyond 

Your World 
Sharing the gospel beyond your walls  

C. SESSION STRUCTURE 

We have introduced a new Home Group format for this series. The new format is to 
propose a question at the start of each question. That is, before sharing the video 
and the main point. As well as being a bit of an icebreaker, the introductory 
question aims to give people a chance to share from their present understanding. 
Hopefully this will help you, as the leader, to steer the discussion in a way that is 
relevant and help your members understand the key points of the session.  

The application for this series will come through personal evangelism and reaching 
out. To help you guide your group, we have included a section called “Acting Out” 
in each of the sessions. In this season leading up to Christmas and as more things 
open up, let’s pray and act. Encourage the group to share their intention and 
outcome in the Home Group chat. This will help to keep the focus and momentum 
in between sessions and will help you to encourage them until the next time you 
meet. 
 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact one of the FGAM 
Pastors who would be happy to help you. 
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Here is the suggested (new) session structure: 

SESSION ACTIVITY TIME 
Worship / Opening Prayer 5-20 mins 
Welcome  5 mins 
Opening Question *NEW* 5 mins 
Session Introduction 5 mins 
Read Scripture 5 mins 
Watch Session Video and read Main Point 15 mins 
Discuss one or more of the Questions 20 mins 
Read the Acting Out challenge *NEW* 5 mins 
Pray for needs 5-10 mins 
TOTAL TIME 60-90 mins 

 

D. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE 

The "Reach Out" video streaming and copies of the Leader’s Guide and Member’s 
Notes are available for download at http://fgam.org.au/media/homegroup-
materials. We have also included video links in the session notes. If you are unable 
to access the files or the links do not work please let us know (contact Ps. YC Goh 
on 0425 799 576, yc.goh@fgam.org.au).  
 
Unfortunately, during the current COVID restrictions the office is unable to print the 
notes for you. If the restrictions change, we would be very happy to do so feel free 
to ask. 
 
Additional resources can be found by reading the book  
“Evangelism in a Skeptical World” Sam Chan 2018. 
Also, Sam has an excellent video series available on YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLK9J8Qpi_kRRMCcgMi8gTqAx-S3pyEqQK 
 
If your homegroup wants to study further, then these 3 video sessions will be 
particularly helpful. You can discuss the content of Sam’s teaching following the 
video, how it applies to yourselves, your group or even how it can help FGAM. 

 
Keywords: Evangelism • Culture • Post-modern trends • Gospel 

 
F.A.I.T.H. emphasis: F - Faithful to the mission 
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SESSION 1 
Reach Out with Purpose  

Understanding your mission 
 
 

Key Passage: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the 
LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me 
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year 
of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all who mourn”  

Isaiah 61:1-2 (ESV) 

A. INTRODUCTION  

In this first session we look at the essence of evangelism, which is the message that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. Evangelism is our human effort of proclaiming this message – 
which involves using our human communication methods and relying on the Holy 
Spirit to bring conviction or confirming the message in a supernatural way to bring 
about his divine purposes for salvation. 
 

Evangelism is not defined by the method, 

but by its message 

B. OPENING QUESTION 

Q. What do you think is the best way to do evangelism and why? 

Answer Guide: There is no correct answer to this question. This opening question is 
designed to have people start thinking about the topic of evangelism before the 
scriptures are read or the video is played. We are keen to have people share from 
their own understanding, not just giving answers they think are what the group 
wants to hear! Hopefully it will help to help convey the main point, that is, it is not 
the method that is most important for evangelism, but it is the message that we 
carry. We focus on this point because people tend to evangelise the way they were 
evangelised. Or people get used to a particular style and then confuse this style 
with the gospel itself. They confuse orthopraxy with orthodoxy, form with content, 



7 

and pedagogy with theology. Almost all methods of evangelism are helpful and can 
be used by God for his glory. 

C. PLAY VIDEOS 

There are TWO clips for this session which can be streamed from the links below.  
1. Introduction video (1:40 mins)  
2. Session 1 Video Reach Out with Purpose (9:11 mins) 

In Session 1 Ps Chris Ong talks about how we understand our mandate for 
evangelism and how we can live that out. 

D. READ SCRIPTURE  

John 3:16, Isaiah 52:7, Isaiah 61:1-3, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Romans 10:14-15. 

When we read the gospels, we see that the Gospel message Jesus shares to people 
depends on their personal needs. It was the individual’s response to the message 
that resulted in whether it resulted in justification by faith and an ongoing 
relationship with God. As we see from the prophetic word about Jesus’ ministry in 
Isaiah 61:1-3, Jesus shared the gospel in different ways depending on the needs of 
the people. The poor needed to hear the hope of an eternal heaven, the people 
bound by evil desired freedom and sanity; people who were sick needed healing. 
Jesus brought the Gospel by bringing the Kingdom of God to people. He gave 
them a taste by which they could believe in him and be justified by their faith. 

E. MAIN POINT 

Many of us have developed our own understanding of what evangelism is and how 
it should be done (or not done!). At its core, evangelism is the act of communicating 
the love of Jesus as Rice Brooks sums up so eloquently. 
 

“The Gospel is the good news that God became 

man in Jesus Christ. He lived the life we should 

have lived and died the death we should have 

died—in our place. Three days later He rose from 

the dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 

offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins 

to those who repent and believe in Him.” 

Rice Broocks 
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When we break down the message, we see that God created us, we have sinned 
against God, Jesus saves us from our punishment and now we have a decision to 
make (See Appendix 1 for a more detailed explanation). This is the message but 
there are many ways it can be communicated. 
 
As Christians, we can limit the reach of our evangelism message because we get 
used to one particular method and end up believing it is the only or best method. 
Often it is the way that we relate to others or the way that we received Christ 
ourselves. But just as we learn and process ideas differently, the way we 
communicate the Gospel message should be tailored for the person receiving the 
message. There is no one-size-fits-all model for our evangelism. Some people need 
evidence, like Lydia (Acts 16:13-15), Some are intuitive/spiritual such as the slave 
girl (Acts 16:16-21), whereas others (the majority) are relational thinkers such as the 
jailer (Acts 16:22-24) who is persuaded by stories that show how God works in a 
person’s life. There is no right way or wrong way, it is just different for different 
learners. Let’s be sensitive to the Holy Spirit when sharing and be ready to change 
up the way we share so our message can be received well. 

F. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What are some of the methods that can be used to evangelise (refer to key 
scripture references). What method do you find works best?  

Answer Guide: We learn from scripture that there is no single method used to 
communicate the gospel. We can share stories, music, write letters, have one-
on-one conversations, hear sermons, go to meetings where the gospel is 
discussed in public, see displays of God’s power through miracles. All of these 
methods were used in the Bible! That’s why there are street preachers, people 
who give out tracts, people who are committed to reaching their neighbours, 
some recommend books or pray for miracles or prophecy over non-Christians. 
Even so, it is true that we have preferred methods of evangelism, ways that we 
are most comfortable to share.  

 
2. Read Acts 16:13-15, Acts 16:16-21 and Acts 16:22-24. Which story do you relate 

to most? Describe and give examples of what method you could relate to if 
someone was to share the gospel with you?  
 
Answer Guide: This is about understanding what type of learner we are and how 
we connect. There are three main types of learners. 

1. Evidenced based learners. They tend to be convinced by reason and logic. 
They usually require in-depth conversations based on apologetics. This tends to 
be a common learning style for more academically-minded people, or those who 
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grew up in the modern era. For example, Lydia was a business woman, well 
respected in society and a cognitive thinker. She needs facts, evidence, and 
discussion. She prefers that someone give her a logical presentation of ideas. She 
was persuaded by a well-reasoned argument. 
 
2. Intuitive learners are those that connect best to the story of Jesus at an 
emotional level. In this example, the slave girl was exploited and had no standing 
in society. She is an intuitive thinker. She needs emotions and feelings. She was 
persuaded by transcendent experiences and was rarely allowed to think for 
herself. She received the truth about God in a power encounter that delivered 
her from the spiritual oppression.  

 
3. Concrete-relational learners have more in common with the postmodern 
world. With recent shifts in culture, media, and technology over the past two 
decades, this simply means that they prefer learning from stories and people’s 
experiences, not from abstract concepts. In this biblical example of the Jailer, we 
see that he was an honest working class Roman citizen. He is not into long 
reasoned discussions, but in practical solutions to everyday problems. 

 
Different people have different learning styles so it’s a matter of understanding that 
your own biases exist, but should not interfere with trying to understand others. 

 

 
F. ACTING OUT 

Leader to discuss with the group if they want to take this further and try to live out 
the series in practical ways. Encourage them to apply the learning. We don’t want 
this just to be head knowledge only! 

Pray and think about who you can reach out too. Let your Home Group know who 
you are praying for and why you are reaching out to them. Maybe share one thing 
that you will do in the next two weeks to connect with them. Share your experiences 
on your home group chat.  

G. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 2, we will look at Everyday Evangelism. 
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SESSION 2 
Reach Out Everyday  

The power of merged worlds 

 
 
Key Passage: “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they 
never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.”  

Acts 5:42 (NIV) 

A. INTRODUCTION  

Today, the community has a vital and important role to play in effectively sharing 
the Gospel. Experience shows that anyone will find a story more believable if more 
people in their community, their trusted friends and family, also believe the story as 
it shapes how we interpret facts, evidence and data.  

Being more effective in evangelism means that we need to merge our Christian and 
non-Christian universes. By doing this our story, or the story of Jesus becomes more 
believable as those who don’t yet believe see how faith can be lived out by more 
than just one person. The challenge is how we can effectively merge our two 
worlds. 

 

People will find a story more believable if more 

people in their community, their trusted friends and 

family, also believe the story.  

B. OPENING QUESTION 

Q. When it comes to believing a story, what are factors or influences that you take 
into consideration to help you determine if something is believable? 

Answer Guide: This priming question raises the concept of Plausibility structures.  
It’s important not to rush the answers to this question as it is valuable in helping 
people to understand how they process information and ideas to evaluate how true 
they are. As usual there is no right or wrong answer, but it will also illustrate how 
people think differently depending on the type of learner they are. 
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C. PLAY VIDEO 

This video for this session which can be streamed from this link. 
Session 2 Video: Reach Out Everyday (9:15 mins)  

In Session 2, Ps Quentin Loke talks about how we use intentional in our friendships 
for the sake of the Gospel.  

D. READ SCRIPTURE 

Acts 5:42, Deuteronomy 19:15b, 1 Corinthians 3:5-8 

These scriptures were selected to demonstrate the importance of community in 
communication, and that each has a different role to play but God works it 
altogether, for his glory. 

E. MAIN POINT 

While it’s true that conversion to Christianity is one of the most defining moments of 
one’s life, it is usually the result of a God-designed string of circumstances that led 
up to that point (1 Cor 3:6). In today’s world, community has a vital role to play in 
creating a place of belonging and in the process leading up to faith in God. 

Let’s take a moment to understand why. We all have programmed plausibility 
structures that lead us to judge whether a story is believable or unbelievable. 
Plausibility structures are accepted beliefs, convictions, and understandings that 
either green-light truth claims as plausible or red-light them as implausible. People 
will find a story more believable if others in their community, their trusted friends 
and/or family, also believe the story. Our community shapes how we interpret our 
experiences and how we interpret facts, evidence and data. 

What can make evangelism more difficult is that, for many of us, our Christian and 
non-Christian worlds are separate. When we think about evangelism and we go out 
solo thinking, “I’m going to tell my friends about Jesus!” but we can find ourselves 
as the one and only person in the group who believes in the Jesus story. While the 
Jesus story is true, it comes across as unbelievable, because no one else in the 
group believes. To be more effective in evangelism let’s bring our Christian friends 
into our non-Christian world and get our friends to become their friends so we can 
see the power of merged worlds. 
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F. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Discuss what others do that make you comfortable enough to talk to them.  

Answer Guide: How we engage others before sharing the gospel is really 
important. We need to genuinely be interested in others to build up trust in a 
relationship so that when the opportunity comes to share they will be able to 
listen to us. Relational evangelism is powerful, but it needs to be genuine. This 
question explores ways that we build friendships with others. 

 
2. If you are forming trusted relationships with others and they were not showing 

an interest in knowing about Jesus, should you continue to develop your 
friendships with those people? 

Answer Guide: This is an open ended discussion question. The context of the 
session is that trusted friendships take time so it will take time to develop these 
relationships. Maybe a question could be to ask yourself, are they becoming 
more like me, or am I becoming more like them?  We don't want to get to the 
point where we become so in-tune with our friends that we end up not even 
looking Christian anymore.  

There are several factors that weigh into the decision of whether to pursue the 
relationship or continue to share about Jesus. If you sense God is leading you in 
the relationship then that is the most important factor. Sometimes you hear 
stories of people's nagging gets people over the line whereas other times it can 
be quite off-putting. We need to be led by the Spirit with this and not just base 
our decisions on their responses, but most importantly we need to genuinely 
love others. We are not battling ideas, but we are demonstrating Christ’s love so 
that hopefully they can see he is real. 

 
3. What other strategies would you use to bring non-Christians into your world? 

Answer Guide: Most often relationships are initiated by one party. We need to 
reach out to them, to them before they come to us. There are many ways this 
can be done, it could be something practical such as meeting over a coffee or 
virtual lunch, perhaps a friendly call just to see how they are doing. Often food is 
a great softener and a bridge for finding something in common.  The best way is 
to be a good listener. See what other ideas your group comes up with and let us 
know! 
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G. ACTING OUT 

In Session 1, you shared with your group about a person you were trying to reach 
out to and have been praying for them, hopefully. The challenge this time is to aim, 
sometime in the next two weeks, to invite them into your world. Build your 
friendship to the next step. If appropriate, find someone from your home group or a 
Christian friend or colleague and find something to do together. Pray for the Spirit 
of God to work through you. 
 
Share in the home group chat, who you are inviting on your journey, and what your 
plans are to reach out. Have them pray for you.  

H. LOOKING FORWARD 

In Session 3, our final session, we will look at how to share the gospel and culture. 
  



14 

SESSION 3 
Reach Out Beyond Your World 

 
Key Passage: “To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under 
the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that 
I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside 
the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might 
win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I 
have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. I do it all 
for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.” 

1 Corinthians 9:20-23 (ESV) 

A. INTRODUCTION  

This is our final session of the short Reach Out series. In the first two sessions, we 
looked at the message we bring and how we can merge our worlds to make it more 
plausible to others in our circle of influence. In this session, we will go a step further 
and look at how we can share the gospel to those outside our own culture. This 
could be someone of another generation, a different ethnicity or different religion, 
for example. Culture is not so much defined by race or language, but it can be a 
sub-culture defined by a worldview, values or beliefs. These can vary significantly, 
even within the one family. The same principles apply. We need to listen and 
understand before we can find a relevant way to share the gospel with the help of 
the Holy Spirit. 

  

The gospel is transcultural because it is true for all 

cultures. It is not devoid of culture, but gospel has a 

deep culture which we need to learn it’s language well 

B. OPENING QUESTION 

Q. Which culture or generation do you find it hardest to share Christianity with? 
Why? 
Answer Guide: This priming question helps us to explore where we are least 
confident to do evangelism. For some of us it could be our work colleagues, 
because the business culture is one of self-sufficiency and not allowing to show any 
sign of weakness.  Or it could be someone within our own family, where they are 
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simply closed to the gospel, or they ask so many questions (which is really a way to 
challenge your beliefs) which we can struggle to answer well. 

C. PLAY VIDEO 

This video for this session which can be streamed from this link. 
Session 3: Reach Out Beyond Your World (10:11 mins) 

In Session 3, Ps Jordan Lara talks about how we communicate the message of the 
gospel beyond your own culture or circle of friends.  

D. READ SCRIPTURE 

1 Corinthians 9:20-23, Acts 17:22-23, Romans 15:1-3, Romans 1:16 

E. MAIN POINT 

God who is the author of diversity, loves all people, irrespective of age, status or 
culture. Despite the fact that Jesus was a Jewish, male young adult, tradesman who 
lived nearly 2,000 years ago in a society oppressed by tough Roman rule, the 
message of good news is relevant to all cultures, all demographics, and at all times. 
Even so, the gospel is not devoid of culture, it is deeply enculturated. We use terms 
like, the lamb of God, prince of peace, the good shepherd, taking up your cross etc.  
Such terms are examples of how the gospel is enculturated. This is on top of our 
own biases stemming from our family or church culture, theological, and even 
favourite biblical emphases. 

When sharing the gospel, we need to learn how to speak in ways that communicate 
the message so it can be understood by the person who is listening. Let’s seek to 
understand before we make our thoughts known. Let’s know how to reach your 
audience through your gospel message. 

F. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What are some of the things that prevent us from relating to another world? 
What are some of the Christian terms to avoid when sharing the gospel with a 
non-believer? 

Answer Guide: Relating to other worlds can be quite challenging. We are often 
lost with understanding the way they think or even understanding some of the 
language they use. Sometimes, we become impatient and switch off because 
people are too long-winded and self-interested. The list is endless. Maybe try to 
pick a group that is different to yours and discuss what you need to understand 
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in order to communicate the Good news? Ask the group to give examples of 
expressions they would use and would avoid. 

 

2. How do we get to learn about another culture?  

Answer Guide: It’s important to listen and ask questions. Some questions could 
be like: 

● What are the things important to them?  
● What motivates them to do good (or bad)? 
● What gives them hope?  

Talk about how you can bring the gospel into this to show that God also relates 
to their passions (or how they could be redeemed for good).  

 

G. ACTING OUT 

Spend time as a group planning how you can reach out this Christmas season. The 
Whitehorse Carols will be held early December, so maybe you can get a group 
together for that? Or perhaps you could plan around who you can bless, if they are 
struggling or in need in some area? Who needs your help or friendship?  
 
As a home group, think and pray about what you can do together to reach out 
beyond your borders. Share your plans with the pastors to see how they can 
support and resource you. As we are coming out of lockdown this could be the 
perfect opportunity to be a blessing and open the door of faith to others. 
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APPENDIX 
THE GOSPEL DEFINED 

 

“The Gospel is the good news that God became 

man in Jesus Christ. He lived the life we should 

have lived and died the death we should have 

died—in our place. Three days later He rose from 

the dead, proving that He is the Son of God and 

offering the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins 

to those who repent and believe in Him.”  

Rice Broocks 

 
God became man in Jesus Christ. God stepped into the world by taking on human 
flesh. Most religions of the world call men to ascend and work their way to God. 
Christianity explains that God came down to us. Our god doesn’t sit detached from 
the problems in the world, like the gods of the ancient Greeks, or a cosmic 
watchmaker who wound up the world and turned his back on it. We believe in the 
God who entered the world to deal with injustice personally.  

He lived the life we should have lived. God expects us to keep the moral law. This is 
the plumb line that sets apart justice from injustice. The life Jesus lived was 
completely just and merciful. There is no parallel to the life of Christ. Far from some 
ecstatic mystic or fiery prophet, He was the embodiment of grace and truth.  

He died the death we should have died—in our place. Everyone cries out for justice 
when evil affects them. If there is no consequence for breaking a law, then the law 
ceases to be a law. Since we have all broken God’s law, we all deserve judgment. 
However, Christ bore our punishment by taking our place through His death on a 
Roman cross. The harshness and torture of Christ’s death was the payment for all 
injustice and the provision to set us free from the slavery of sin. 

Three days later, He rose from the dead. Christ’s resurrection from the dead verified 
His identity and proved that His authority was real. It also gives us hope that there is 
life after death. This further demonstrates His exclusive claim to be the true path to 
God. This event can be examined historically and presented as fact, not merely 
subjective belief or opinion. Christianity is the only religion that bases the entire 
weight of its truth on one historical event—the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. He offers the gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins to those who repent and 
believe in Him. In God’s gift of salvation, we not only receive forgiveness of sins but 
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also are delivered from the power of injustice and its consequences—both in this 
life and the next. To repent means to turn from injustice and from trusting in our 
own efforts to earn our own salvation.  

In turning from evil, we turn to Christ and believe. The promise is staggering “If 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come” (2 Cor 5:17). This doesn’t mean we aren’t able to sin or act unjustly. It 
does mean Christ has taken His rightful place in our hearts and made us new 
people. We now have a new power at work from within us that is empowering us to 
live holy lives. The transformation of our hearts is how the world is changed, one life 
at a time. With this clarity in the content and meaning of the gospel in mind, let’s 
look deeper at the reasons why we should view this message as public truth. 
 
 


